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February 17, 2022 – Responses 
 

13-1 
Comment answered at public meeting. See also the response to comment 7-9.  
 
13-2 
Comment answered at public meeting. See Chapter 3.2 of the SEIS which describes the 
number of casks and canisters being used in ISFSIs in the United States.  
 
13-3 
Comment answered at the public meeting. The TN-40 casks in the PINGP ISFSI did not have 
an NRC transportation license when they were first loaded. However, they now have a 
transportation license and can be transported from the PINGP ISFSI when an offsite storage 
facility is available.  
 
14-1 
Comment answered at the public meeting. Xcel Energy’s request is to conduct a competitive 
bidding process to select a spent fuel storage technology for the PINGP ISFSI. Xcel Energy 
would select an NRC-certified cask or canister. Chapter 3.2 of the SEIS discusses NRC-
certified casks and canisters. Xcel Energy does not know, at this time, which technology it 
would select for the PINGP ISFSI. 
 
14-2 
Comment addressed at the public meeting. See also the response to comment 4-26. 
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February 22, 2022 – Responses 
 
15-1 
Text in Chapter 4.1 has been modified to address this comment. The text notes that the 
PINGP is immediately south of the PIIC. EERA staff believes that the proximity of the PINGP 
to the PIIC is best described in Chapter 4.1 (Environmental Setting) rather than Chapter 3.1 
(Prairie Island ISFSI). 
 
15-2 
See response to comment 1-3. 
 
15-3 
Text in Chapter 3.5 has been modified to address this comment. Xcel Energy estimates that 
the NRC will require approximately 24 to 30 months to review the transportation license 
application for the TN-40HT cask. 
 
15-4 
See the responses to comments 1-4 and 1-5. Text in Chapter 3.6 has been modified to 
reflect costs in 2021 dollars. 
 
15-5 
See response to comment 1-7. 
 
15-6 
See the responses to comments 1-8, 7-12, and 7-13.  
 
15-7 
Text in Chapter 5.3 has been modified to explicitly include the PIIC as an emergency 
responder.  
 
15-8 
See response to comment 1-9.  
 
16-1 
Comment addressed at the community meeting. EERA staff notes that any technology 
selected by Xcel Energy for the PINGP ISFSI would be certified by the NRC. Further, staff 
notes that canister-based systems are the prevalent spent fuel storage technology in the 
United States and though the technology would be new to the PINGP it would not be a new 
or untested technology.  
 
 
 
 
 


