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MR. M CHAEL KAUZNI AK: Good evening. M
nane is Mke Kaluzniak. I'ma staff person with the
M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion. Thank you
for com ng out today.

We are here for the public information
and the environnental report scoping neeting for the
Second Circuit Project for the Brookings to Hanpton
l'ine, which nost of you are obviously famliar wth.

W are here in Marshall and we do
appreci ate you comnm ng out.

The purpose of the neeting is to provide
nore i nformati on about the proposed project, as well
as the review for the certificate of need
application for the two applications that the
appl i cants have before the Comm ssion; and one is
the certificate of need, which speaks to whether the
project is needed and in the best interests of the
rat epayers and consuners; and, secondly, a m nor
alteration process to anend a permt that was issued
in 2012.

In fact, we were out here with the
original routing and siting out here a few years
ago. | think many of us were here.

Ch, conme on in. W are just getting

started.
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So again we are here to ask your
participation in developing a record for the
devel opnent of the scoping report, which is an
anal ysis of the environnental inpacts of the project
itself. W would also appreciate any comments you
m ght have on the need for the project or whether
there is potential i1npacts fromthe project and
commenti ng about any nethods you can think of that
mght mnimze, mtigate or avoid any of those
potential i npacts.

Again, |I'm M chael Kaluzniak, a staff
person with the Conmm ssion. The Conmm ssion, as you
know, regulates utilities. And as part of that, we
approve and anal yze -- not always approve -- but we
anal yze and consider permts for transm ssion |ines,
pi pel i nes, energy facilities, nuclear, solar, wnd,
and the like.

Also with us is TimRogers here from Xcel
Energy. He w il be speaki ng next about the project
i nformati on, so going through what the project |ooks
| i ke and the tinmefranes.

Suzanne Stei nhauer is here fromthe
Departnent of Commerce. The Departnment of Commrerce
iIs a sibling agency of ours that hel ps devel op the

record for the Conmm ssioner's deci sions on these
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things -- typically through an environnental
docunent and an environnental assessnent record, an
envi ronnent al i npact statenent.

Toni ght we have an environnental review
and | know this is assertoric to a |ot of people but
the environnental review docunent is directed
towards the certificate of need portion of the
appl i cation.

But, again, we are a small group here so

we will be very casual about comments and questi ons.
Suzanne will be noderating that portion of the
eveni ng.

Again, the certificate of need for this
line is a large energy facility.

And the next bullet down shows the
statutes and rules that are nmandating and regul ati ng
this process as the Comm ssi on goes through these
processes.

And the second part, as | nentioned, is
the mnor alteration to the existing transm ssion
line permt that has been effective fromthe
Conmmi ssion that was ordered and was approved in
Decenber of 2012. And so | will talk a bit about
t he process of how we are review ng those as wel|.

We are here for the environnental
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scoping. The Departnent of Commrerce will wite a
formal report after we take your comments and say
this is what we are going to |l ook at and then wite
the report that cones back. W w Il probably be
back out here in the March timefrane -- sonething
like that -- March - April to have a public hearing
wth an Adm nistrative Law Judge that is simlar to
this.

You can see, by the way, we have a court
reporter here, Jolene, who is taking notes for us
t oni ght .

If you have questions or w sh to speak,
pl ease i ntroduce yourself wth your nane and
spelling and that hel ps her out to nake the record.

Anyhow, we will be out here with a public
hearing with an adm nistrative |aw judge. A simlar
sort of process: W wll be evaluating nore of the
record retrospectively because there is an
environnental report that | ooks to these things.
There wll sone filings, additional filings by the
appl i cants about the need for the project, and those
sort of things.

If you did not get a copy of the notice
here, please take one with you. There is also

copies of this presentation tonight that are over
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here.

There is also a QR code for a survey
that I will talk good but, yeah, that should help
you.

And i f you have any informati on you woul d
like to find on the project, you can go to our
website any tine. Al of our docunents and
everything the Conm ssion uses to nake its deci sion
is online at our website and available. And if you
have any questions, feel free to contact us any
tine.

And with that, | would just note, again
there is a survey. Qur conmunicati ons peopl e have
us doing a survey of these neetings to see if you
appreci ate or do not |like the format and content of
the nmeetings. Feel free to do that. There is a R
code that you can scan. There is a copy of the
papers over there as well, or you can take a copy of
the survey hone with you or drop it off here and
just respond directly and we will take those back to
our people. But we are not |ooking for those
coments to be about the |line and where it goes or
the inpacts of the line. Just this is for purposes
of organi zi ng these neeti ngs.

So wwth that, | think | wll turn it over
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to Ti m Rogers.

If you have any questions, we are happy
to tal k about this so, thank you once again.

MR TI M ROGERS: Good evening. |I'mTim
Rogers, |I'm a manager of the site line rights group
at Xcel Energy. M group does a lot of the
permtting and kind of the |land control. W have
| and agents that work with the | andowners on these
type of projects.

| have Tony Wendland with ne, who is the
proj ect manager with nme on this project, and other
associates that can help out wth any type of
questions that we can't handl e.

Xcel is the utility that we are the | ead
applicant on this project but there are other --
there are other owners of the line that | need you
all to be aware of. They are co-owners of this |line
so we need to know edge t hem

So |l wll describe the project here a
bit.

So we are asking the Conm ssion for
approval to put on a second circuit on the existing
lines that you are all pretty aware of. You can see
that the structures have been up for, you know, 12

years or so.
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And there is two segnents of the |ine on
the east and the west that have the davit arns
al ready for the second circuit.

The two segnents are 98 mles in length
in total. The Wstern Segnent goes from Wite,
Sout h Dakota, to MIroy, Mnnesota. That's this
Western Segnent. And then there is an Eastern
Segnent that goes froma substation in New Prague,
M nnesota, to Hanpton, M nnesot a.

Alittle background on this. Wen we
first got approval to build this line, the
Comm ssi on asked us, they said, you know, you can
build it double circuit capable but when you are
ready to put that second |line on, why don't you cone
back before us to make sure that the project makes
sense, it is economcal, and there is a need for it.

So that's kind of where we are at right
nowis we are finding that the existing |ine has
congestion on it so it's kind of inhibiting us from
delivering renewabl e energy. So nowis the tine to
put on this second circuit.

The two segnents, the east and west
there, | could get into the details. On the west
side here, we only have one structure | believe that

iIs going to be new, and that's to cut in to Chub
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Lake -- Steep Bank Substation. So we w |l have one
new structure.

All the activities on both segnents are
going to be within existing easenents so we won't

need any new | and rights.

Most of the project will be helicopter
use so we wll string that second circuit using a
helicopter. There will be |ike dead-end structures,

corner structures where the helicopter can't put on
that second circuit and so we need to get approval
up on the structure with a bucket truck or we need
to do kind of a pulling staging area.

So there are a few spots on each segnent
where we wi Il have sone access roads and stagi ng
areas around a few structures but all still within
t he exi sting easenents.

The Eastern Segnent is pretty nuch the
sane. We do have nore structures that need to go in
on this segnent and that's due to the Airl ake
Airport. W have to have a |ow profile, you know,
for the airplane -- or the airport approach. W
have got to put some structures in that keep the
profile low W can't have taller structures.

And t hen once agai n, we have anot her

substati on where we have to cut in the lines to the
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substation that will require two new structures at

Chub Lake. And we can see where the green is,

that's where we will need some new structures.
On the Western Segnent -- | forgot to
mention -- our construction is expected to start

2024 of quarter 2 and the Eastern Segnent, our
construction is going to start in quarter 2 of 2025.

| think that's about it. Yeah, okay. |If
you have any questions or need to contact us, here
is sone informati on on how to do that.

And with that, I will turn it over to
Suzanne.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.
Thanks for comng. M nanme is Suzanne Stei nhauer.
l'mw th the M nnesota Departnment of Commerce,
Ener gy Environmental Review and Anal ysis D vi sion.
The Departnent of Conmerce has a nunber of
responsibilities. Mst of those are sort of in that
area of consuner protection. W have an insurance
fraud i nvestigation unit. W do weights and
nmeasur es.

And ny unit, Energy Environnental Review
Anal ysis or EERA, serves as technical advisors to
the Conmm ssion. W provide neutral third-party

anal ysis of potential human and environnment al
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i npacts on |large energy facilities that are seeking
permt perm ssion fromthe Conm ssion.

We don't advocate for a particul ar
outcone. W try to focus on the facts. The goal is
an i nforned decision by the Public Uilities
Commi ssion; and infornmation for anybody who is
participating in the project, to advocate for their
desi red out cone.

So we talked a little bit that it needs
two approvals: A certificate of need and the m nor
alteration of the existing permt.

So the difference -- From nmy perspective,
the difference is that the certificate of need
requires an environnental report, which is sort of a
hi gh |l evel | ook at what are the potential hunman
envi ronnental inpacts for the project as proposed;
and the other is what we call systemalternatives,
ot her ways of neeting that need.

The m nor alteration, we are taking
comments on that also. That doesn't have a separate
envi ronnental review docunents but those coments
get kind of incorporated into what our
recommendat i ons woul d be and the Conm ssion's
deci sion on any permt conditions.

So as | nentioned, the environnental
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report descri bes the proposed project and system
alternatives. It |ooks at the potential hunan

i npacts and identifies strategies to avoid and
mnimze and nmtigate those inpacts.

So by law, there are certain categories
of inpacts that we need to |look at. W | ook at
i npacts to natural resources that are air, soils,
geol ogy, vegetation, wldlife, human settl enents,
aest hetics, noise, socioeconomcs, cultural
resources, public services, and then | and based
econom cs which are agriculture, forestry, mning,
recreation and tourism

So those are -- that's sort of the
background. Those are things we know we are goi ng
to have to | ook at.

One of the reasons we cone out to the
public for scoping is we want to try to nove from
the general categories to specific categories: Wat
are the inpacts of the particular project in the
parti cul ar pl ace.

So we are looking for help identifying
parti cul ar human and envi ronnmental inpacts that
peopl e may be concerned about that they have | ocal
know edge of, and then how i deas for how the

project can avoid, mnimze or mtigate those
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impacts that may wnd their way into specific permt
condi ti ons.

So with that general background, these
are the comments that are nost hel pful to us: Wat
i npacts are you concerned about, strategies to avoid
them mnimze or mtigate, other ways to neet the
stated need for the project, unique characteristics
of the proposed route of the project, itens that are
m scharacteri zed or mssing fromthe applications --
| think there are a couple of applications in the
back i f people had an opportunity to | ook at them --
and other project-related i ssues or concerns.

SO we are going to open it up in just a
m nute for comments and questions. | encourage you
to ask questions tonight. W wll try to answer
them We have a | ot of people who know about the
proj ect and can answer them hopefully. That feeds
into what their court wl | address.

So this is the last opportunity to take
ver bal comments.

We have a court reporter. Jolene is here
and she is taking a record of that.

You are free to contact ne, call nme or
email me. If you email nme, | wll keep that coment

and that goes in the record. |If you call ne, I'm
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happy to talk to you but | don't keep a record of
those conversations. So that in order to get it in
the record and make sure the decision nakers can see
it, that after tonight, it needs to be in witing.

There are comment sheets avail able. You
don't have to use that but it has all ny contact
information. So if you wanted to bring sonme to
nei ghbors, you are certainly welcone to pick one up.
If you have a comment, you can just drop it in and I
wll collect themtonight.

| do want to nmake clear we have a witten
comment period that is open until January 3rd. You
can have a comment tonight and then if you think of
sonething later, as long as | get them by January
3rd, they will be part of the record.

So I'"'mgoing to open it up for coments
and questions in just a m nute.

I"mgoing to go real briefly over sort of
the rul es of engagenent here.

One speaker at a tine. As M ke
menti oned, we have a court reporter. She is keeping
an accurate record. W can only hear from one
person at a tine. Please state and spell your nane
for the court reporter. Please keep and direct your

comments and questions to the scope of the ER that
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is useful to us.

As | nentioned, we are also here to try
to answer questions you have.

Please Iimt your comments, your initial
coments, to five mnutes. | think it is a smal
enough group here that we can get to everybody but |
just do want to nake sure that everybody has an
opportunity.

And then finally, maintain respect for
ot hers. People can have reasonabl e differences of
opi ni on on a particular project.

| don't think there is anybody who signed
up so I'"'mgoing to open it for comments and
questions and | would ask you to cone up and take
the mc and then just state and spell your nane,
pl ease. So we will go by show of hands.

| amopening it up for public comrents
and questions. Does anybody have any?

So comments, questions? (Going once.
Going twce. | do want to respect your tine but I
want to nmake sure everybody has an opportunity. So
goi ng three tines.

Thank you for com ng out tonight. |
appreciate it. W are going to close the fornal

part of the neeting but we will be around for a
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while i f you have questions or comments. Thanks.

Bye.

* % % 6122 p.m * * %
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