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TRADE SECRET INFORMATION EXCISED 
 
July 2, 2015 

—Via Electronic Filing— 
Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
 
RE: PETITION 

FOR APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO SOLAR*REWARDS CUSTOMER 
CONTRACT WITH ADDENDUM TO SOLAR*REWARDS CONTRACT 
ADDRESSING MINNESOTA BONUS REBATE WITH MURPHY WAREHOUSE  

 DOCKET NO. E002/M-15-___ 
 
Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the 
attached Petition seeking approval of an Amendement to the Minnesota 
Solar*Rewards Customer Contract with Addendum to Solar*Rewards Contract 
Addressing Minnesota Bonus Rebate with Murphy Warehouse.  This amendment  
allows Murphy Warehouse to move their rooftop photovoltaic system to another 
location while continuing to receive payments allocated to them from the 
Minnesota Bonus program.   
 
The information in this filing designated as “Trade Secret” is specific 
custmer information and is Trade Secret pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 
13.37 subd. 1(b).  This information is subject to efforts from the customer 
to mantain its secrecy. This information derives independent economic 
value, actual or potential, to Xcel Energy, its customers, suppliers, and 
competitors, from not being generally known to, and not being readily 
ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic 
value from its disclosure or use.  
 



Daniel P. Wolf 
Page 2 of 2 
July 2, 2015 
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service 
list. Please contact Jessica Peterson at jessica.k.peterson@xcelenergy.com 
or 612-330-6850 if you have any questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
SHAWN WHITE 
MANAGER, DSM & RENEWABLE REGULATORY STRATEGY AND PLANNING 
 
Enclosures 
c: Service List 

mailto:jessica.k.peterson@xcelenergy.com
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

BEFORE THE 
MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
                    Beverly Jones Heydinger 
                    Nancy Lange 
                    Dan Lipschultz 
                    John Tuma 
                    Betsy Wergin 

 Chair 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY 
FOR APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO 
SOLAR*REWARDS CUSTOMER CONTRACT 
WITH ADDENDUM TO SOLAR*REWARDS 
CONTRACT ADDRESSING MINNESOTA 
BONUS REBATE WITH MURPHY 
WAREHOUSE  

DOCKET NO. E002/M-15-____ 
 

PETITION 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits to the 
Minnesota Public Utility Commission this Petition for approval of an amendment to 
the Minnesota Solar*Rewards Customer Contract with Addendum to Solar*Rewards 
Contract Addressing Minnesota Bonus (“Contract”) with Murphy Warehouse 
(“Customer”).    
 
Our customer, Murphy Warehouse, is a participant in the Solar*Rewards with 
Minnesota Bonus program. The Customer is currently in non-compliance with the 
Contract due to removing their photovoltaic (PV) system from the contracted 
location with the intent of moving it from one location to another. The Contract does 
not allow locational adjustments.  This system is currently unproductive and therefore 
not producing the solar benefits projected by the Solar*Rewards program.  In 
recognition of these issues and the Customer’s continued desire to operate the system 
at a new location, we would like to create an amended path forward to put the PV 
system back into production.   
 
The existing Contract provides incentive payments through Solar*Rewards and 
Minnesota Bonus.  The Customer’s Contract provides for: 
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1. An upfront Solar*Reward payment of $2.25 per watt for a total of [BEGIN 
TRADE SECRET…   …END TRADE SECRET], and 

2.  Five consecutive annual Minnesota Bonus payments of [BEGIN TRADE 
SECRET …   … END TRADE SECRET].   

 
The Customer has received a total of [BEGIN TRADE SECRET…   …END 
TRADE SECRET] in incentive payments to-date and the Company is currently 
withholding [BEGIN TRADE SECRET…   …END TRADE SECRET] of 
further allocated Minnesota Bonus payments until non-compliance is resolved. This 
payment was stopped in December 2014, when the Company was notified that the 
solar array was removed from the contracted location.   
 
The Company believes it is in the public interest to put this project back in 
production to allow the system to produce the benefits associated with the program 
and to allow the Company to continue to receive the Renewable Energy Credits 
(RECs) associated with the system. The Company’s willingness to work to resolve this 
issue should not be, however, viewed as a standard process for addressing future 
contract breaches and we are not waiving any of the Company’s rights under the 
Contract by doing so.  The current Contract is provided as Attachment A.  The 
proposed Amendment No. 1 to the Contract is provided with this Petition as 
Attachment B.  
 
I. SUMMARY OF FILING 
 
A one-paragraph summary of the filing is attached pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, 
subp. 1. 
 
II. SERVICE ON OTHER PARTIES 
 
Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, subp. 2 and Minn. Stat. § 216.17, subd. 3, we have 
electronically filed this document. A summary of the filing has been served on all 
parties on the endorsed. 
 
III. GENERAL FILING INFORMATION 
 
Pursuant to Minn. 7829.1300, subp. 3, the Company provides the following required 
information. 
 
A. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility 
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Northern States Power Company doing business as:  
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN  55401 
(612) 330-5500 

 
B. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility Attorney 

 
James Denniston 
Assistant General Counsel  
Xcel Energy  
414 Nicollet Mall, 5th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN  55401 
(612) 215-4656 

 
C. Date of Filing  
 
The date of this filing is July 2, 2015.  

 
D. Statute Controlling Schedule for Processing the Filing 
 
Minn. Stat. § 216B.16 subd. 1 requires 60-days of notice to the Commission of a 
proposed rate change. Under the Commission’s rules, the proposed rate change 
discussed in this Petition falls within the definition of a miscellaneous tariff filing 2 
under Minn. R. 7829.0100, subp. 11, since no determination of Xcel Energy’s general 
revenue requirement is necessary.  Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1400, subps. 1 and 4, 
initial comments on a miscellaneous tariff filing are due within 30 days of filing, and 
replies are due 10 days from the expirations of the original comment period.  
 
E. Utility Employee Responsible for Filing  

 
Paul Lehman  
Manager, Compliance and Filings 
Xcel Energy  
414 Nicollet Mall, 7th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN  55401 
(612) 330-7529 
 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
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Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0700, the Company requests that the following persons be 
placed on the Commission’s official service list for this proceeding: 

 
James Denniston SaGonna Thompson 
Assistant General Counsel Records Analyst 
Xcel Energy Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 5th Floor 414 Nicollet Mall, 7th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 Minneapolis, MN 55401 
james.r.denniston@xcelenergy.com regulatory.records@xcelenergy.com 

 

Any information requests in this proceeding should be submitted to Ms. Thompson 
at the Regulatory Records email address above. 
 
V. EFFECT OF CHANGE UPON XCEL ENERGY REVENUE 
 
Approval of the Amendment No. 1 to the Contract will not impact Company 
revenue. 
 
VI. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF FILING 
 
A. Background 
 
The Customer and Company entered into a Solar*Rewards Contract on December 
20, 2011, for a PV system at [BEGIN TRADE SECRET…   …END TRADE 
SECRET] (“Service Address”).  This contract was for participation in the first 
generation of the Solar*Rewards program and Minnesota Bonus program.  The 
Contract provides the customer an upfront incentive payment to the customer of 
$2.25 per watt and then five consecutive annual Minnesota Bonus payments.1 
 
The Contract provides that, “The PV System shall be located on the Customer’s 
facilities at the Service Address at all times during the term of this Contract”.  
Therefore, Solar*Rewards incentives were premised on the PV system located at the 
Service Address identified within the Contract for the entire 20 year term.    On or 
about October 21, 2014, the customer removed the PV system from the Service 
Address.  Further incentives allocated to the project were therefore withheld. 
 

1 The second generation of Solar*Rewards no longer includes upfront payments, but rather incentives based 
on system production, see Docket 13-1015 
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The Customer seeks to re-install the PV System within the Company’s service 
territory at a new location.  This new location already has an existing Solar*Rewards 
system that is subject to the first generation Solar*Rewards contract.  Neither contract 
bars having multiple Solar*Rewards systems on the same property.2 
   
B. Resolution 
 
The Company has worked with the Customer to address a change in service address 
as well as reinstating the remaining Minnesota Bonus payments.    We offer 
Amendment No. 1 to the Customer Contract (Attachment B) as resolution to the 
current non-compliance. 
 

a. Location Change 
 
The Company is agreeable to Murphy Warehouse Company reinstalling their PV 
System to a new location.  However, the customer shall submit an interconnection 
application for installing the solar array at the new location through the Company’s 
Section 10 tariff and pay all applicable Section 10 tariffed fees.  If such an 
Interconnection Agreement is signed by both parties, then the Customer is allowed to 
install the system at the new location under the provisions of the Amendment by May 
31, 2016.  The 20-year contract will not be extended such that the original term date 
ending on December 11, 2021, will remain in effect.  
 

b. Minnesota Bonus Payments 
 

The remaining annual Minnesota Bonus payments shall be adjusted to reflect the 
“Interconnection Time Gap” compared to the 20 year term (or 7305 days) of the 
Contract. The Interconnection Time Gap is defined as the length of time between the 
PV system removal date and the later of 1.) the date of PV system interconnection at 
the new location and 2.) the effective date of this Amendment No. 1. The adjustment 
will be calculated by adding the upfront Solar*Rewards and five annual Minnesota 
Bonus payments already paid or otherwise payable under the Contract [BEGIN 
TRADE SECRET…   …END TRADE SECRET] and reduce the final as-yet 
unpaid Minnesota Bonus payments [BEGIN TRADE SECRET…   …END 
TRADE SECRET] so that total of the upfront Solar*Rewards and annual Minnesota 
Bonus payments reflect a pro-rata reduction based on the “Interconnection Time 
Gap” compared to the 20 year term of the Contract. The remaining Minnesota Bonus 

2 The second generation of Solar*Rewards does not allow for two Solar*Rewards projects to exist at one 
location, however, there are no provisions for this rule within the first generation program, see Docket 13-1015  
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payments shall be equally adjusted to reflect the total amount to be paid based on this 
new calculation.  In mathematical formulas, this is shown as follows: 
 
Remaining Minnesota Bonus Payments = Total Payments Due – Past Payments 
Past Payments = [BEGIN TRADE SECRET…   …END TRADE SECRET] 
Total Payments Due = [BEGIN TRADE SECRET…   …END TRADE 
SECRET]* (Interconnection Time Gap (in days)/7305 days)) 
 
C. The Agreement is in the Public Interest 
 
The Deputy Commissioner of Commerce noted on October 1, 2012, that “the 
potential economic, environmental and health benefits that result from Solar*Rewards 
are benefits that support the public interest3.” Additionally, the Solar*Rewards 
program supports attainment of the Company’s Solar Standards.  Specifically, 
production from PV systems receiving a Solar*Rewards incentive will count towards 
the 10 percent of the Standard that must come from systems with capacity less than 
or equal to 20 kW.4  However, unproductive systems provide none of the before 
mentioned benefits nor allow for continued REC production.    
 
The Company does not intend to signal to other customers that moving contracted 
PV systems is allowed or reasonable.  Yet, in order to put this system into production 
we must work with the facts of this particular situation, showing the Customer’s 
willingness to resolve the issue and reinstall the system at a new location at their own 
cost.   
 
We believe the amended Customer Contract is in the public interest by allowing the 
Customer to reinstall the system under the program.  Putting the system back into 
production will allow the Company to continue to offer the benefits intended by the 
Solar*Rewards program and to maintain its alignment with obtaining RECs.  Finally, 
the Company finds this to be an equitable remedy for non-compliance.   
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Northern States Power Company respectfully requests approval of this Petition for 
approval of an amendment to the Customer Contract with Murphy Warehouse for 
moving their PV system from one location to another and addressing further 
Minnesota Bonus payments.  This agreement is in the public interest as it allows for 

3 Docket No. E,G002/CIP-12-447 
4 Minn. Stat. §216B.1691 Subd. 2f 
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the reinstallation of the PV System and continues the Company’s commitment to 
growing solar resources.  
 
 
Dated:  July 2, 2015 
 
Northern States Power Company 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BEFORE THE 

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
                    Beverly Jones Heydinger 
                    Nancy Lange 
                    Dan Lipschultz 
                    John Tuma 
                    Betsy Wergin 

 Chair 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY 
FOR APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO 
SOLAR*REWARDS CUSTOMER 
CONTRACT WITH ADDENDUM TO 
SOLAR*REWARDS CONTRACT 
ADDRESSING MINNESOTA BONUS 
REBATE WITH MURPHY WAREHOUSE 

  DOCKET NO. E002/M-15-____ 
 

PETITION 
 

 
SUMMARY OF FILING 

 
Please take notice that on July 2, 2015 Northern States Power Company, doing 
business as Xcel Energy, submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission a 
Petition for approval of an amendment to the Minnesota Solar*Rewards Customer 
Contract with Addendum to Solar*Rewards Contract Addressing Minnesota Bonus 
Rebate with Murphy Warehouse for moving their solar array from one location to 
another.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Lynnette M. Sweet, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or summaries 
of the foregoing document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx  by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota      

 
  xx   electronic filing 
 
 
DOCKET NO. E002/M-10-1278 

   E002/M-13-1015 
     MISCELLANEOUS ELECTRIC SERVICE LIST 
 
 
Dated this 2nd day of July 2015 
 
/s/ 
______________________ 
Lynnette M. Sweet 
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