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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

 
FOR THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Iron 
Pine Solar Power, LLC for a Site Permit 
for the Iron Pine Solar Project in Pine 
County, Minnesota 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Iron 
Pine Solar Power, LLC for a Route 
Permit for a 230 kV Transmission Line 
in Pine County, Minnesota 
 

FIRST PREHEARING ORDER 

 
This matter came before Administrative Law Judge Christa L. Moseng for a 

telephone prehearing conference on September 10, 2024. 
 
Bridget Duffus, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A., appeared on behalf of Iron Pine Solar, 

LLC (Applicant). Erika Wilder, Assistant Attorney General, appeared on behalf of the 
Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy, Environmental Review, and Analysis 
(DOC-EERA). Stacy Kotch Egstad appeared on behalf of the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation. Staff member Jacques Harvieux appeared on behalf of the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC or Commission). 

 
Based upon the submissions of counsel and the hearing record, 

 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 
 
1. Parties. The parties to this proceeding are the Applicant and DOC-EERA. 
 

Service and Filing of Documents 

2. Service List. A copy of this Prehearing Order shall be served according to 
the Service List maintained by the Commission. Thereafter, the Service List shall be 
established by the Office of Administrative Hearings. All documents filed in this contested 
case proceeding shall be served in accordance with the Office of Administrative Hearings 
Service List. Interested members of the public who are not on the service list are invited 
to receive notifications through the “Subscribe to eDockets” feature of the PUC's eDocket 
system. All other interested individuals shall subscribe to the docket on the PUC's 
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eDocket system. Filing a notice of appearance does not place a person or group on the 
official service list, nor does it grant a person or group party status. 

 
3. eDockets. Original documents shall be filed using the Commission’s 

eDockets system where feasible, in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 216.17, subd. 3 (2024), 
and the Commission's standards. The parties are not required to file documents with the 
Office of Administrative Hearings. All public comments received by the Commission and 
at hearing shall be entered into eDockets for public review. 

 
4. Effective Time of Filing. The effective date and time of filing shall be the 

date and time the document is filed and accepted into eDockets. Parties using the 
eDockets system should retain the unique document identifier as proof of filing through 
that system. 

 
5. Public Participation. Members of the public are welcome and encouraged 

to attend and provide comment at the public hearings. Members of the public may receive 
notices of filings and access to public documents filed in the case by subscribing to the 
docket on the PUC's eDocket system at https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/. To subscribe, 
enter the docket number of this action, as listed in the caption of this Order, select “search” 
and then select “subscribe.” Upon subscribing to the docket, you will be provided with 
electronic notice of all filings, as well as access to the public documents filed in the case. 

 
Procedural Schedule 

6. Below is this proceeding’s procedural schedule. The dates set forth below 
will only be modified by the Administrative Law Judge for good cause shown. The 
schedule includes past dates to illustrate steps already taken in the Application process. 
 

Milestone Date 

Joint Application Filed May 15, 2024 

Completeness Determination July 2, 2024 

Scoping decision September 10, 2024 

Environmental assessment issued January 8, 2025 

Applicant’s direct testimony January 22, 2025 

Public hearings February 5–6, 2025 

Close of public comment period February 26, 2025 

Applicant’s proposed findings and response to public 
comments March 12, 2025 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/.
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Milestone Date 

EERA revisions to Applicant’s proposed findings March 26, 2025 

Administrative Law Judge report issued April 25, 2025 

Exceptions to ALJ’s Report May 12, 2025 

MPUC meeting June 5, 2025 (estimate) 

 
7. Official Record. The documents filed in eDockets constitute the official 

record of the proceeding, including any public comments submitted. 
 
Public Hearings 

8. Order of Presentation. The Judge shall conduct the public hearings. At the 
start of the hearing, the Applicant shall prepare a short presentation describing the 
project, the Application, and the Amendments to the Application. Next, the DOC-EERA 
will have the opportunity to summarize its Environmental Assessment and Supplemental 
Environmental Assessment. Thereafter, the Judge will open the floor for public 
comments. Representatives from the Applicant and the DOC-EERA, as well as at least 
one Commission staff member shall be present to address questions from members of 
the public and interested parties. 

 
9. Court Reporter. Commission staff shall arrange for a court reporter to be 

present at both public hearings. Transcripts of the hearings shall be provided to the 
Administrative Law Judge, the parties, and the Commission. Transcripts of the hearing 
shall also be filed in eDockets as part of the official record of the public hearings. 

 
Comments 

10. Public Comments. Public comments may be submitted: (1) electronically 
using the PUC’s eDocket system; (2) by hand delivery or U.S. Mail addressed to the 
Public Utilities Commission Office in St. Paul, MN; and (3) offered orally or in writing at 
the public hearing. Persons who provide oral comments at the hearing will also be invited 
to submit their written comments as an exhibit in the hearing record. The Notice of Public 
Hearing shall provide detailed instruction on how to submit public comments. 

 
11. Deadline. All comments must be received by 4:30 p.m. on February 26, 

2025. Late comments may not be included in the Administrative Law Judge’s Report and 
may not be considered by the Commission. 
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Requests for Accommodation and Contact with Judge 

12. Accommodations or Interpreters. Any person requesting 
accommodations for disability or interpreters shall contact the Commission in writing at 
least one week prior to the public hearing. The Commission shall be responsible for 
providing all necessary accommodations and interpreters. 

 
13. Contact with Judge. Ex parte contact with the Administrative Law Judge 

is strictly prohibited. Procedural questions or concerns can be directed to Judge Moseng's 
legal assistant, Majeste Phillip, at majeste.phillip@state.mn.us. Communications directed 
to the Judge must include all other parties. 

 
 

Dated: September 16, 2024 
 

 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
CHRISTA MOSENG 
Administrative Law Judge 

 
 

mailto:majeste.phillip@state.mn.us.


 

 

 
 
 

September 16, 2024 
 
See Attached Service List  
 

Re: In the matter of Iron Pine Solar, LLC’s Joint Application for a Site 
Permit and Route Permit for a 325-MW Solar Energy Generation 
System and 230-kV HVTL Gen-Tie in Pine County, MN 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Iron Pine Solar Power, LLC for a 
Route Permit for a 230 kV Transmission Line in Pine County, 
Minnesota 
OAH 22-2500-40198 
MPUC IP-7114/GS-23-414 
MPUC IP-7114/TL-23-415 

 
To All Persons on the Attached Service List: 
 
 Enclosed and served upon you is the Administrative Law Judge’s FIRST 
PREHEARING ORDER in the above-entitled matter. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (651) 361-7853, 
majeste.phillip@state.mn.us, or via facsimile at (651) 539-0310. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      MAJESTE PHILLIP 
      Legal Assistant 
 
 
Enclosure 
cc: Docket Coordinator 
 
 
 

mailto:majeste.phillip@state.mn.us,


 

 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 
PO BOX 64620 

600 NORTH ROBERT STREET 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55164 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
In the matter of Iron Pine Solar, LLC’s Joint 
Application for a Site Permit and Route Permit 
for a 325-MW Solar Energy Generation System 
and 230-kV HVTL Gen-Tie in Pine County, MN 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Iron Pine Solar 
Power, LLC for a Route Permit for a 230 kV 
Transmission Line in Pine County, Minnesota 

OAH Docket No.:  
22-2500-40198 
MPUC IP-7114/GS-23-414 
MPUC IP-7114/TL-23-415 

  

On September 16, 2024, a true and correct copy of the FIRST PREHEARING 

ORDER was served by eService, and United States mail, (in the manner indicated  

below) to the following individuals: 

First Name Last Name Email Company Name 

Generic Notice 
Commerce 
Attorneys commerce.attorneys@ag.state.mn.us 

Office of the Attorney General-
DOC 

Bridget Duffus bduffus@fredlaw.com Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 

Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn.us Department of Commerce 

Jacques 
 
Harvieux jacques.harvieux@state.mn.us  Public Utilities Commission 

Breann Jurek bjurek@fredlaw.com Fredrikson & Byron PA 

Richard Kolodziejski rkolodziejski@ncsrcc.org 
North Central States Regional 
Council of Carpenters 

Stacy Kotch Egstad Stacy.Kotch@state.mn.us 
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

Christa Moseng christa.moseng@state.mn.us 
Office of Administrative 
Hearings 

Kevin Pranis kpranis@liunagroc.com 
Laborers' District Council of MN 
and ND 

Generic Notice 
Residential 
Utilities Division residential.utilities@ag.state.mn.us 

Office of the Attorney General-
RUD 

Nathaniel Runke nrunke@local49.org 
International Union of Operating 
Engineers Local 49 

mailto:commerce.attorneys@ag.state.mn.us
mailto:bduffus@fredlaw.com
mailto:sharon.ferguson@state.mn.us
mailto:jacques.harvieux@state.mn.us
mailto:bjurek@fredlaw.com
mailto:rkolodziejski@ncsrcc.org
mailto:Stacy.Kotch@state.mn.us
mailto:christa.moseng@state.mn.us
mailto:kpranis@liunagroc.com
mailto:residential.utilities@ag.state.mn.us
mailto:nrunke@local49.org
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Will Seuffert Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission 

Janet Shaddix Elling jshaddix@janetshaddix.com Shaddix And Associates 

Joey Shannon jshannon@swiftcurrentenergy.com Swift Current Energy 

Haley Waller Pitts hwallerpitts@fredlaw.com Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 

Erika Wilder erika.wilder@state.mn.us  Department of Commerce 

mailto:Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us
mailto:jshaddix@janetshaddix.com
mailto:jshannon@swiftcurrentenergy.com
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