
January 21, 2026 

 
Ms. Sasha Bergman 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 East Seventh Place, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

RE: In the Matter of a Possible Rulemaking to Amend Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7825 
 MPUC Docket No. E,G-999/R-26-81 

Dear Ms. Bergman: 

This letter is filed on behalf of the Joint Utilities,1 in response to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission’s (Commission) January 9 Notice of Comment Period (Notice), in the above-
referenced docket.  The Notice requested comments on a Petition for Rulemaking (Petition) filed 
on January 7, 2026, by Utility Reform Now (URN), requesting the Commission initiate a 
rulemaking to either include in its rules certain policy statements issued by the Commission in 
1982 or to adopt other rules governing rate cases for natural gas and electric utilities. Specifically, 
the Notice requested comments on whether the Commission should initiate such a rulemaking and 
whether there are other issues or concerns related to this matter the Commission should address. 

The Joint Utilities do not recommend the Commission undertake a rulemaking proceeding to 
address the 1982 policy statements or to otherwise address natural gas or electric utility rate case 
filings at this time. Rulemaking proceedings can consume significant resources, adding to the 
regulatory burden of both the Commission and other stakeholders, including the Joint Utilities. 
In addition, given the volume and importance of the many regulatory matters currently before the 
Commission, the Joint Utilities are concerned that pursing such a rulemaking would divert scarce 
resources from these existing matters. As the Joint Utilities are not aware of any current 
controversy regarding the substance of the 1982 policy statements, which have been generally 
followed for over 40 years, we do not currently see benefits to the regulatory process of a 
rulemaking that would justify this use of resources. 

The Joint Utilities will review other parties’ comments and provide our final recommendation on 
January 28, 2026, as provided for in the Notice. 

This document has been filed with the eDocket system and served on the attached service list.  
Also enclosed is our Affidavit of Service. 

 
 

 
1 The Joint Utilities consist of CenterPoint Energy, Dakota Electric Association, Minnesota Energy Resources 
Corporation, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Xcel Energy 



Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
/s/ Adam Heinen     /s/ Amy Liberkowski 
Dakota Electric Association    Xcel Energy 
 
 
/s/ Joylyn Hoffman Malueg    /s/ Matthew Olsen  
Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation  Otter Tail Power Company 
 
 
/s/ Jason Loos      /s/ Jennifer Kuklenski 
CenterPoint Energy     Minnesota Power 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

I, Christina Benning, certify that on Wednesday, January 21, 2026, I served the attached Filing of the 
Joint Utilities in Docket No. E,G-999/R-26-81 to all persons at the addresses indicated on the attached 
service list by having the document delivered via electronic filing or, if indicated on the attached 
service list, via U.S. Mail.  

/s/ Christina Benning  
Senior Regulatory Paralegal 
CenterPoint Energy 
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