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April 14, 2023 
 
Rock County 
Board of Commissioners 
PO Box 509 
Luverne, MN 56156 
 
RE:  Elk Creek Solar in Rock County, Minnesota 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Elk Creek Solar, LLC (“Elk Creek”), a wholly owned subsidiary of National Grid Renewables 
Development, LLC (NG Renewables) formally known as Geronimo Energy, received a 
Certificate of Need and Site Permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) 
in December 2020 for up to 80 megawatts (“MW”) solar energy generation facility (“Project”) 
on 976 acres of land in Rock County, Minnesota. Due to significant delays to the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) interconnection queue review 
process for the project, Elk Creek was not able to meet its original target commercial 
operation date of December 31, 2021. MISO has completed its interconnection review 
process that will allow Elk Creek to interconnect up to 160 MW of power generation.  
Accordingly, Elk Creek is expanding the Project and will request the PUC allow an expansion 
of the Project from 80 MW to 160 MW.  The purpose of this letter is to provide an update 
on the proposed Project and request your input regarding the proposed expansion of the 
Project.  
 
Elk Creek is proposing to expand the PUC-approved solar array Project area, however the 
point of interconnection and its associated facilities necessary to interconnect the entire 160 
MW to an existing 161-kilovolt substation adjacent to the Project will remain the same. Table 
1 provides the sections of land within the original 80 MW Elk Creek Project boundary.  
 

Table 1: Sections within the Elk Creek original 80 MW Project Boundary 
State County Civil Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
 
Table 2 provides the sections of land being added to the Project to construct an up to 160 
MW Project. Elk Creek is adding approximately 500 acres of land to the Project.   
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Table 2: Sections added to the Project and to construct an up to 160 MW Project 

State County Civil Township 
Name 

Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
MN Rock Magnolia 102 44 03 

 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map of Elk Creek’s location, the PUC-approved 
Project Boundary and the additional land proposed to be added for the Project. 
 
Elk Creek will seek PUC approval from the expansion in 2023 and anticipates construction 
beginning as early as Q2 2024 with intended completion by the end of 2025.  
 
Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into 
the PUC’s review process. 
 
If you require further information or have questions regarding this matter, please contact 
me at 937-554-4504 or at mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Marc Morandi 
Senior Permitting Specialist  
National Grid Renewables 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Suite 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
 
Enclosure: 
Updated Elk Creek Location Map 
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Hi Kyle,
 
Sorry for the delayed response. The current number that I have for total investment on this project would
be around $275 million. I will also note that I’ll be sending an updated notification letter sometime around
5/5 with a slightly different project boundary (about 3 additional acres near the substation) than was shown
in the letter that I sent last Friday due to some design constraints. I’ll be out of the office next week and
through 5/2, but please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Thanks,
Marc
 

  
Marc Morandi
Sr Permitting Specialist

P
952.988.9000 M 937.554.4504

      

From: Kyle Oldre <Kyle.oldre@co.rock.mn.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 5:31 PM
To: Marc Morandi <mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com>
Subject: [External] RE: Elk Creek Solar
 
Thanks for the update, could you give me a ball park on what the total investment in this project will be?
Thanks, Kyle Oldre Rock County Administrator
 
 

From: Marc Morandi [mailto:mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 4:08 PM
To: Kyle Oldre
Subject: Elk Creek Solar
 

ROCK COUNTY SECURITY NOTICE:
This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before clicking on any links or

attachments and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please contact support.

Hi Kyle,
 
I am writing to provide you with an update on our Elk Creek Solar facility. As explained in the attached

mailto:mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com
mailto:Kyle.oldre@co.rock.mn.us
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ngrenewables
https://www.twitter.com/ngrenewables
http://www.nationalgridrenewables.com/
mailto:mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com


letter, we will be moving forward with permitting the project at 160 MW through the MN PUC. You likely
previously worked with Melissa Schmit on the executed Elk Creek Development Agreement with Rock
County; I will be the Elk Creek point of contact going forward and will plan to coordinate with you on
updating the Development Plan as we get closer to construction. Looking forward to working with you, and
if you have any questions in the meantime, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
 
Thanks,
Marc

  
Marc Morandi
Sr Permitting Specialist

P
952.988.9000 M 937.554.4504

      

E mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com

8400 Normandale Lake Boulevard, Suite 1200 | Bloomington, MN 55437
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ngrenewables
https://www.twitter.com/ngrenewables
http://www.nationalgridrenewables.com/
mailto:mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com
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April 14, 2023 
 
Rock County 
Land Management Office 
Attn: Planning & Zoning 
311 West Gabrielson Road 
Luverne, MN 56156 
 
RE:  Elk Creek Solar in Rock County, Minnesota 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Elk Creek Solar, LLC (“Elk Creek”), a wholly owned subsidiary of National Grid Renewables 
Development, LLC (NG Renewables) formally known as Geronimo Energy, received a 
Certificate of Need and Site Permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) 
in December 2020 for up to 80 megawatts (“MW”) solar energy generation facility (“Project”) 
on 976 acres of land in Rock County, Minnesota. Due to significant delays to the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) interconnection queue review 
process for the project, Elk Creek was not able to meet its original target commercial 
operation date of December 31, 2021. MISO has completed its interconnection review 
process that will allow Elk Creek to interconnect up to 160 MW of power generation.  
Accordingly, Elk Creek is expanding the Project and will request the PUC allow an expansion 
of the Project from 80 MW to 160 MW.  The purpose of this letter is to provide an update 
on the proposed Project and request your input regarding the proposed expansion of the 
Project.  
 
Elk Creek is proposing to expand the PUC-approved solar array Project area, however the 
point of interconnection and its associated facilities necessary to interconnect the entire 160 
MW to an existing 161-kilovolt substation adjacent to the Project will remain the same. Table 
1 provides the sections of land within the original 80 MW Elk Creek Project boundary.  
 

Table 1: Sections within the Elk Creek original 80 MW Project Boundary 
State County Civil Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
 
Table 2 provides the sections of land being added to the Project to construct an up to 160 
MW Project. Elk Creek is adding approximately 500 acres of land to the Project.   
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Table 2: Sections added to the Project and to construct an up to 160 MW Project 
State County Civil Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
MN Rock Magnolia 102 44 03 

 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map of Elk Creek’s location, the PUC-approved 
Project Boundary and the additional land proposed to be added for the Project. 
 
Elk Creek will seek PUC approval from the expansion in 2023 and anticipates construction 
beginning as early as Q2 2024 with intended completion by the end of 2025.  
 
Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into 
the PUC’s review process. 
 
If you require further information or have questions regarding this matter, please contact 
me at 937-554-4504 or at mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Marc Morandi 
Senior Permitting Specialist  
National Grid Renewables 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Suite 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
 
Enclosure: 
Updated Elk Creek Location Map 
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April 18, 2023 
 

                
Elk Creek Solar 
Geronimo Wind Energy 
7650 Edinborough Way, Ste 7825 
Edina, MN 55435 
 

 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 
The City of Luverne would like to express our support for the Elk Creek Solar Project 
that is proposed to be developed in Rock County, MN. Developing renewable energy 
and boosting local economies are important factors that contribute to the overall 
economic well-being in our region. 
 
Creating jobs and improving the tax base in the county are critical components of 
economic development, and we are pleased to learn about the opportunities that 
Geronimo Energy is bringing to Rock County. 
 
We look forward to this project moving forward and are excited about its many 
possibilities. If we may be of any other assistance, please contact us at 507-449-2388. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       
Patrick T. Baustian    Jill Wolf 
Mayor      City Administrator 
City of Luverne    City of Luverne 
 

305 East Luverne Street, PO Box 659  •  Luverne, MN 56156  •  P 507.449.2388  •  F 507.449.5034  •  www.CityOfLuverne.org 



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Eric Hartman
To: Monika Davis
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Request for Zoning Information and Renewable Energy Ordinance
Date: Thursday, April 6, 2023 1:42:34 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Renewable Energy Ordinance As Amended 06.29.2020.docx

Monika:

I have attached a copy of the Ordinance on Renewable Energy. 
 
Sections 1-16, 21-28, and 33-36 of Vienna Township are predominantly zoned as A-2, General
Agriculture, with overlay districts of Floodplain and Shoreland.  Section 17-20 and 29-32 are A-1,
Limited Agriculture.  The west half of Section 1 and the east half of section 2 contains the City of
Kenneth with their own zoning controls.
 
As far as Magnolia Township is concerned, A-2, General Agriculture is the predominant zoning, again
with overlay districts of Floodplain and Shoreland.  The I-90 corridor is A-1, Limited Ag, and contains
those areas ¼ mile on either side of the centerline of I-90.  The City of Magnolia is in a small portion
of the SW ¼ of Section 12, but encompasses the entire SE ¼ of Section 11, NW ¼ of Section 13, and
the NE ¼ of Section 14.  West of Magnolia, on the south side of County Highway 4, includes a couple
tracts of General Industry under the County Zoning controls.
 
If you have some specific tracts in mind, I can provide some maps of those tracts with the applicable
zoning.  I will also check with my GIS technician and see if he does have the entire county zoning
map in an electronic format.
 
If there is anything else I can provide, please ask.
 
Eric Hartman
Rock County
 
 
 

From: Monika Davis [mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 6, 2023 1:29 PM
To: Eric Hartman
Subject: Request for Zoning Information and Renewable Energy Ordinance
 

ROCK COUNTY SECURITY NOTICE:
This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before clicking on any links or

attachments and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please contact
support.

Hi, Eric.
 

mailto:eric.hartman@co.rock.mn.us
mailto:monika.davis@merjent.com


Thanks again for taking my call earlier today. As I explained on the phone, I’m looking for a current
copy of Rock County’s Renewable Energy Ordinance and for zoning information in the following
areas:

Township 103 North, Range 44 West, in Vienna Township
Township 102 North, Range 44 West, in Magnolia Township

 
Thanks so much for your help. Have a pleasant afternoon!
 
Monika
 
Monika H. Davis
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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May 10, 2023 
 
Tom Skattum 
Chairman 
Magnolia Township 
1686 101st St 
Luverne, MN 56156 
 
RE:  Elk Creek Solar in Rock County, Minnesota 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Elk Creek Solar, LLC (“Elk Creek”), a wholly owned subsidiary of National Grid Renewables 
Development, LLC (NG Renewables) formally known as Geronimo Energy, received a 
Certificate of Need and Site Permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) 
in December 2020 for up to 80 megawatts (“MW”) solar energy generation facility (“Project”) 
on 976 acres of land in Rock County, Minnesota. Due to significant delays to the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) interconnection queue review 
process for the project, Elk Creek was not able to meet its original target commercial 
operation date of December 31, 2021. MISO has completed its interconnection review 
process that will allow Elk Creek to interconnect up to 160 MW of power generation.  
Accordingly, Elk Creek is expanding the Project and will request the PUC allow an expansion 
of the Project from 80 MW to 160 MW.  The purpose of this letter is to provide an update 
on the proposed Project and request your input regarding the proposed expansion of the 
Project.  
 
Elk Creek is proposing to expand the PUC-approved solar array Project area, however the 
point of interconnection and its associated facilities necessary to interconnect the entire 160 
MW to an existing 161-kilovolt substation adjacent to the Project will remain the same. Table 
1 provides the sections of land within the original 80 MW Elk Creek Project boundary.  
 

Table 1: Sections within the Elk Creek original 80 MW Project Boundary 
State County Civil Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
 
Table 2 provides the sections of land being added to the Project to construct an up to 160 
MW Project. Elk Creek is adding approximately 500 acres of land to the Project.   
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Table 2: Sections added to the Project and to construct an up to 160 MW Project 

State County Civil Township 
Name 

Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
MN Rock Magnolia 102 44 03 

 
In 2020, Magnolia and Vienna Townships executed Resolutions that approved the Rock 
County Engineer to act on its behalf and negotiate/execute a final Development Agreement 
with Elk Creek Solar, and to make the final determination that the provisions of the 
agreement have been met. Elk Creek executed a Development Agreement with Rock County 
in September 2021 for the 80 MW project. As we work with Rock County to update the 
agreement to reflect the 160 MW project, we will seek an updated Resolution as well. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map of Elk Creek’s location, the PUC-approved 
Project Boundary and the additional land proposed to be added for the Project. 
 
Elk Creek will seek PUC approval from the expansion in 2023 and anticipates construction 
beginning as early as Q2 2024 with intended completion by the end of 2025.  
 
Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into 
the PUC’s review process. 
 
If you require further information or have questions regarding this matter, please contact 
me at 937-554-4504 or at mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Marc Morandi 
Senior Permitting Specialist  
National Grid Renewables 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Suite 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
Enclosure: 
Updated Elk Creek Location Map 
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May 10, 2023 
 
Kraig Rust 
Chairman 
Vienna Township 
2005 151st St 
Kenneth, MN 56147    
 
RE:  Elk Creek Solar in Rock County, Minnesota 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Elk Creek Solar, LLC (“Elk Creek”), a wholly owned subsidiary of National Grid Renewables 
Development, LLC (NG Renewables) formally known as Geronimo Energy, received a 
Certificate of Need and Site Permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) 
in December 2020 for up to 80 megawatts (“MW”) solar energy generation facility (“Project”) 
on 976 acres of land in Rock County, Minnesota. Due to significant delays to the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) interconnection review process 
for the project, Elk Creek was not able to meet its original target commercial operation date 
of December 31, 2021. MISO has completed its interconnection review process that will allow 
Elk Creek to interconnect up to 160 MW of power generation.  Accordingly, Elk Creek is 
expanding the Project and will request the PUC allow an expansion of the Project from 80 
MW to 160 MW.  The purpose of this letter is to provide an update on the proposed Project 
and request your input regarding the proposed expansion of the Project.  
 
Elk Creek is proposing to expand the PUC-approved solar array Project area, however the 
point of interconnection and its associated facilities necessary to interconnect the entire 160 
MW to an existing 161-kilovolt substation adjacent to the Project will remain the same. Table 
1 provides the sections of land within the original 80 MW Elk Creek Project boundary.  
 

Table 1: Sections within the Elk Creek original 80 MW Project Boundary 
State County Civil Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
 
Table 2 provides the sections of land being added to the Project to construct an up to 160 
MW Project. Elk Creek is adding approximately 500 acres of land to the Project.   
 
 
 



8400 NORMANDALE LAKE BLVD, STE 1200,  BLOOMINGTON, MN 55437| P 952.988.9000 |  F 
952.988.9001 

 

Table 2: Sections added to the Project and to construct an up to 160 MW Project 
State County Civil Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

MN Rock Vienna 103 44 27, 34, 35 
MN Rock Magnolia 102 44 03 

 
In 2020, Magnolia and Vienna Townships executed Resolutions that approved the Rock 
County Engineer to act on its behalf and negotiate/execute a final Development Agreement 
with Elk Creek Solar, and to make the final determination that the provisions of the 
agreement have been met. Elk Creek executed a Development Agreement with Rock County 
in September 2021 for the 80 MW project. As we work with Rock County to update the 
agreement to reflect the 160 MW project, we will seek an updated Resolution from the 
Townships as well. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map of Elk Creek’s location, the PUC-approved 
Project Boundary and the additional land proposed to be added for the Project. 
 
Elk Creek will seek PUC approval from the expansion in 2023 and anticipates construction 
beginning as early as Q2 2024 with intended completion by the end of 2025.  
 
Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into 
the PUC’s review process. 
 
If you require further information or have questions regarding this matter, please contact 
me at 937-554-4504 or at mmorandi@nationalgridrenewables.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Marc Morandi 
Senior Permitting Specialist  
National Grid Renewables 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Suite 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
 
Enclosure: 
Updated Elk Creek Location Map 
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Elk Creek Solar 
Site Permit Amendment Application 
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June 2023 

Appendix C 

Site Plan  
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LAND CONTROL 2023-04-04 Elk Creek - Layout.kmz Westwood 4/20/2023

ALTA SURVEY - NORTH 015992.00V-SURV.dwg Westwood 3/30/2021

ALTA SURVEY - SOUTH Westwood TBD
TOPOGRAPHY 015992.00V-DTM.dwg Westwood 12/7/2020

ARRAY LAYOUT 015992.00E-EQUIP.dwg Westwood 4/20/2023

ELECTRICAL COLLECTION DESIGN 015992.00E-WIRE.dwg Westwood 4/20/2023

GEN-TIE * * *
FEMA INFO * * *
STREAMS/WETLANDS - NORTH Elk_Creek_Phase_1_Delineated_Wetlands_20190510.shp National Grid 5/10/2019
STREAMS/WETLANDS - SOUTH TBD
CULTURAL RESOURCES * * *
BIOLOGICAL * * *
HYDROLOGY REPORT 2019-03-29 Elk Creek Preliminary Hydrology Study Report Westwood 3/29/2019

GEOTECHNICAL REPORT Elk Creek Solar-Terracon Project No. MP215082 (FINAL).pdf Terracon 8/25/2021
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