
 
 
 

 
 
  
January 29, 2025 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 
 
RE:  In the Matter of an Investigation into Implementing Changes to the 

Renewable Energy Standard and the Newly Created Carbon Free Standard 
under Minn. Stat. §216B.1691  
PUC Docket Number: E999/CI-23-151 

 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
Connexus Energy hereby respectfully submits the following comments in response to 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s October 31, 2024 Notice of Comment 
Period seeking feedback regarding what clarifications, if any, should the Commission 
make regarding carbon-free standard compliance reporting and verification under Minn. 
Stat. §216B.1691. Connexus Energy appreciates the opportunity to provide its 
perspective on this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/ Tessa Haagenson 
 
Tessa Haagenson 
Director, Power Supply and Business Development  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14601 Ramsey Boulevard 
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303 
763.323.2600 
Fax: 763.323.2603 
www.connexusenergy.com 
info@connexusenergy.com 



Connexus Energy Reply Comments  
 
 

1. When and how should utilities report preparedness for meeting upcoming 
CFS requirements? 

We support allowing utilities the option to report preparedness for meeting upcoming 
CFS requirements via 1) the utility’s integrated resource plan (IRP) or 2) a dedicated 
worksheet added to the template for Renewable Energy Standard (RES) reporting, i.e., 
the Renewable Energy Certificate Retirement Report for Renewable Energy Standards 
and Green Pricing Programs. Option 2 provides an avenue to report CFS preparedness 
for those utilities without a statutory obligation to file an IRP with the Commission.  

We recommend that the cadence for reporting preparedness align with the cadence of 
IRP filings or RES reporting, respectively.  

2. By which criteria and standards should the Commission measure an 
electric utility’s compliance with the CFS? 

Given pending record development regarding the definition of “carbon-free”, including for 
partial compliance technologies, in Docket No. E-999/CI-24-352, In the Matter of a 
Commission Investigation into a Fuel Life-Cycle Analysis Framework for Utility 
Compliance with Minnesota’s Carbon-Free Standard, we currently have no comment.  

3. What considerations should the Commission take into account regarding 
the double counting of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) to meet multiple 
requirements? 

Statute explicitly allows for the dual use (double counting) of an eligible Renewable 
Energy Credit (REC) to meet both RES, or Solar Energy Standard, and carbon-free 
energy standard obligations.  

Specifically, in establishing a program for tradable RECs, Minnesota Statute § 
216B.1691, subd. 4(a) states that a REC “may be used to satisfy both the carbon-free 
energy standard obligation under subdivision 2g and either the renewable energy 
standard obligation under subdivision 2a or the solar energy standard obligation under 
subdivision 2f, if the credit meets the requirements of each subdivision.”  

Further, Minnesota Statute § 216B.1691, subd. 4(b) states that “In lieu of generating or 
procuring energy directly to satisfy a standard obligation under subdivision 2a, 2f, or 2g, 
an electric utility may utilize renewable energy credits allowed under the program to 
satisfy the standard.”  

Taken together, we interpret these statements to allow for an eligible REC to be applied 
1) solely to RES requirements, 2) solely to CFS requirements, or 3) dually to RES and 
CFS requirements, for a given compliance year, so long as the REC is active (i.e., has 
not aged beyond its 4-year shelf life).  

4. How should net market purchases be counted towards CFS compliance? 

Per the resolution approved by the Commission on September 26, 2024, in docket 
E999/CI-23-151, In the Matter of an Investigation into Implementing Changes to the 
Renewable Energy Standard and the Newly Created Carbon Free Standard under 
Minnesota Statute § 216B.1691:  



- “Utilities must base the percentage of carbon-free market purchases on an 
applicable subregional annual fuel mix as practicable,” and  

- “Utilities participating in the wholesale energy markets of the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator, Inc. (MISO) must use MISO’s energy fuel mix 
data” (for reporting partial compliance from net market purchases).   

The portion of utility net market purchases considered carbon-free for compliance 
purposes could be calculated as:  

[Annual net market purchases for a given compliance year (MWhs)] * 
[percentage (%) of the subregional MISO annual fuel mix deemed carbon-free for 
that same compliance year] = “carbon-free net market purchases” (MWhs)  
 

The calculated “carbon-free net market purchases” (MWhs) could then be applied to 
meet CFS requirements for the compliance year, in the same manner as eligible RECs, 
eligible partial compliance technologies MWhs and/or eligible carbon-free MWhs 
generated or purchased by the utility, for that compliance year.  

5. Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 

None.  

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

Re: In the Matter of an Investigation into Implementing Changes to the Renewable 
Energy Standard and the Newly Created Carbon Free Standard under Minn. Stat. 
§216B.1691  
PUC Docket Number: E999/CI-23-151 
 

I, Tessa Haagenson, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or summaries of the following 
documents on the attached list(s) of persons by electronic service or US Mail. 

Dated this 29th day of January, 2025 

/s/ Tessa Haagenson 
 
Tessa Haagenson 
Director, Power Supply and Business Development 
Connexus Energy 
14601 Ramsey Boulevard 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
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