
 
 

 
      

 
 
 
September 24, 2025 
 
 
Sasha Bergman 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

—Via Electronic Filing— 
 

 
RE: REPLY COMMENTS ON NOTICE PLAN  

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE 

BISON TO ALEXANDRIA SECOND CIRCUIT 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE 

PROJECT 
DOCKET NO. E002, ET2, E015, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116 

 
Dear Ms. Bergman: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, Great River Energy, 
Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Western Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency (together, the Utilities) respectfully submit these reply comments to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) concerning the Notice Plan 
filed by the Utilities on August 15, 2025 for the Bison-Alexandria 345 kilovolt (kV) 
transmission line project (Project). The Project involves adding a new 345 kV 
transmission circuit on existing transmission line structures from the existing Bison 
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota to the existing Alexandria Substation near 
Alexandria, Minnesota. The existing 345 kV structures were previously permitted and 
constructed as double-circuit capable as part of the Fargo – St. Cloud 345 kV 
Transmission Project (Fargo Project).1 
 
Initial comments regarding the Notice Plan were filed by the Department of 
Commerce (Department)2 and No CapX 2020.3 The Utilities respond to these 
commenters in turn below. 
 
 

 
1 In the Matter of the Application for a Route Permit for the Fargo – St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Project, Docket No. E002, 
ET2/TL-09-1056, FINDING OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER ISSUING AN HVTL ROUTE PERMIT TO 

XCEL ENERGY AND GREAT RIVER ENERGY (June 24, 2011). 
2 In the Matter of the Application for Certificate of Need for the Bison to Alexandria Second Circuit 345 kV Transmission Line Project, 
Docket No. E002, ET2, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116, DEPARTMENT INITIAL COMMENTS (Sept. 3, 2025). 
3 In the Matter of the Application for Certificate of Need for the Bison to Alexandria Second Circuit 345 kV Transmission Line Project, 
Docket No. E002, ET2, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116, NO CAPX2020 INITIAL COMMENTS (Aug. 29, 2025). 
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Department 
 
After careful review of the Notice Plan against the Minnesota rule requirements, the 
Department recommends approval of the Notice Plan with three minor 
modifications: (1) add Evansville and Brandon townships to the list of local 
government units; (2) use the name “Ojibwe” rather than “Chippewa” in all future 
mailings, unless otherwise directed by tribal representatives; and (3) revise the direct 
mail and newspaper notices to state that the Commission will prepare the 
environmental report. The Utilities appreciate the Department’s thorough review of 
their proposed Notice Plan and agree with the Department’s three proposed 
modifications. 
 
No CapX 2020 
 
In its August 28, 2025 comments, No CapX 2020 recommends two modifications to 
the proposed Notice Plan.  First, No CapX 2020 recommends that notice be provided, 
as part of the Notice Plan, to all the “intervenors and commenters” who participated in 
the route permit proceeding for the Fargo Project.  The Utilities do not believe that 
adding this additional group to the proposed Notice Plan would be beneficial. First, to 
the extent that those that participated in route permit proceeding for the Fargo Project 
still live in the area, they will be provided notice through the proposed Notice Plan as 
the Utilities will send direct mail notice to all landowners and mailing addresses within 
0.5 miles of the Fargo Project’s existing centerline.  In addition, to the extent that these 
persons live outside this notice area, newspaper notices will run in local papers and the 
Star Tribune informing interested persons of the proposed Project. Through these new 
notices, interested parties will be able to be informed of the new Project and provided 
information about how to sign up for future notices.4 Next, the route permit proceeding 
for the Fargo Project concluded over 14 years ago and the contact information for many 
of the parties on those prior service lists are likely out of date. The Utilities therefore 
request that No CapX 2020’s recommendation to add the “intervenors and 
commenters” who participated in the route permit proceeding for the Fargo Project to 
this Project’s Notice Plan be rejected. 
 
Next, No CapX 2020 recommends that the Commission deny the Utilities’ request for 
a variance of Minn. R. 7829.2500, subp. 5 that requires an applicant to publish notice 
of the filing of the Certificate of Need application in a newspaper of general circulation 
throughout the state. No CapX 2020 opposes this variance because Certificate of Need 

 
4 In the Matter of the Application for Certificate of Need for the Bison to Alexandria Second Circuit 345 kV Transmission Line Project, 
Docket No. E002, ET2, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116, NOTICE PLAN PETITION at 6 (Aug. 29, 2025). 
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proceedings “receive too little attention.”5 As stated in the Utilities’ Notice Plan 
petition, the Utilities are not requesting this variance to limit the amount of notice 
provided but rather are requesting the variance due to the fact that the newspaper notice 
published as part of the Notice Plan could be published as soon as two weeks prior to 
the filing of the Certificate of Need application.  Providing two different newspaper 
notices about the Project within a two week period is potentially confusing to interested 
persons and has limited value.  The Utilities continue to request that the Commission 
grant the requested variance to Minn. R. 7829.2500, subp. 5. 
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Commission, and copies have been 
served on the parties on the attached service lists. Please contact Jody Londo at 
jody.l.londo@xcelenergy.com if you have any questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Bria Shea 
 
BRIA SHEA 
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY POLICY 
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY 
 

cc:  Service List 
 

 
5 In the Matter of the Application for Certificate of Need for the Bison to Alexandria Second Circuit 345 kV Transmission Line Project, 
Docket No. E002, ET2, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116, NO CAPX2020 INITIAL COMMENTS at 3 (Aug. 29, 2025). 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Gustav Gerhardson certifies that on the 24th day of September, 2025, on behalf of 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, Great River Energy, 
Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Western Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency, he efiled a true and correct copy of the Reply Comments on Notice 
Plan by posting the same on eDockets.  Said filing is also served as designated on the 
attached Service List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the 
above-referenced docket number.  
 
 
       /s/ Gustav Gerhardson    
       Gustav Gerhardson 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showeDocketsSearch&showEdocket=true
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