
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

September 26, 2024 
—Via Electronic Filing— 

Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

RE: LETTER - REQUEST FOR COMMENT PERIOD FOR CHANGES TO THE STANDARD
CONTRACT FOR THE LMI ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN PROGRAM 
IN THE MATTER OF IMPLEMENTATION OF 2023 LEGISLATIVE CHANGES TO
XCEL ENERGY’S COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN PROGRAM  
DOCKET NO. E002/CI-23-0335 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits this Letter 
regarding potential changes to our Standard Contract for LMI Accessible Community 
Solar Garden (CSG) Program (LMI Standard Contract) currently available as part of 
our Electric Rate Service Book, beginning at Tariff Sheet No. 9-99.28. 

The Company filed a letter with the Commission on July 23, 2024, announcing a 
stakeholder meeting to be held on August 28, 2024 to discuss additional potential 
changes to the Standard Contract on some areas where the parties were not in 
agreement. The Company also provided communication of this date via email in 
Attachment A which was sent to a broad distro of CSG developers and other 
interested participants. 

The stakeholder meeting was held on this date with 53 participants attending. Based 
on the discussion, participants agreed to some changes to the LMI Standard Contract 
and failed to reach agreement on other proposed changes to the LMI Standard 
Contract. Attachment B to this letter shows in redline the consensus changes; and, 
Attachment C to this letter shows in redline proposed changes that did not receive 
consensus. 

The participants did agree to recommend that the Executive Secretary open a 
comment period to address those potential changes to the LMI Standard Contract 
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that were discussed during the stakeholder meeting but not agreed upon. This would 
provide parties an opportunity to give additional information and feedback on those 
items that were not agreed upon before the Commission makes a final decision on 
them. As discussed with stakeholders, we would recommend: 

• Initial Comments on November 7, 2024; and
• Reply Comments on November 21, 2024.

The remainder of this letter details specific areas of consensus and non-consensus. 

I. Areas of Agreement

In reviewing Standard Contract, the stakeholder group came to consensus on the 
following changes as shown in Attachment B: 

• Page 1 –  Adjust the definition for Bill Credit Rate as shown in redline: “The
Average Retail Rate includes all compensation for all energy, capacity, and
RECs associated with Subscribed Energy.”1

• Page 3 –  Adjust the definition of Subscriber Management System as shown in
redline: “… the Company accepts and manages interconnection applications
for the LMI Accessible Community…”2

• Page 4 – Update the first sentence in 1.B as shown in redline: “A copy of the
presently filed LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program associated
tariff of the Company’s rate book is incorporated by reference attached to this
contract.”3

• Page 8 – Adjust C.3. as shown in redline: “The Company is under no obligation
to audit, validate, or correct any information provided by the Subscriber
Organization. In the event that the Subscriber Organization provides
information, with a result that the Bill Credits provided were too high higher
than would have been authorized had correct information been entered, then
the Subscriber Organization needs to promptly make payment to the Company
within 30 days of demand of the overpayments the Company shall provide the
Subscriber Organization with a written Notice of the overpayment and upon
receipt these amounts will be credited to the fuel clause. The Subscriber
Organization shall have up to thirty (30) days to cure the overpayment of bill
credits. If the overpayment is not cured within the thirty (30) days, the

1 Original Sheet No. 9-99.28 
2 Original Sheet No. 9-99.31 
3 Original Sheet No. 9-99.32 
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Company may utilize the procedures set forth in Section 15. ”4 
• Page 9 – Adjust Remedies for Breach as shown in redline: “In the event of any

breach of this Contract by the Subscriber Organization either Party, then the
Company other Party shall have available to it any other remedy provided for
in this Contract and any or all of the following remedies which can be used
either singularly or cumulatively.”5

II. Non-Consensus Items

Items where the participants failed to agree on changes to the LMI Standard Contract, 
as shown in Attachment C, include the following topics.  

• Use of the term nameplate capacity which appears across the LMI Standard
Contract;

• Addition of Battery Energy Storage System (BESS); and
• Relationship between the Tariff and Contract

We describe the last two issues below. 

A. Adding BESS

Stakeholders would like to see the addition of a definition for energy storage or BESS 
and proposed a new BESS definition and change to the PV System definition as 
described below. The Company has not agreed to these changes. 

• “Battery Energy Storage System” or “BESS” shall mean a commercially
available technology that uses chemical processes to store energy, including 
energy generated from renewable resources and energy that would otherwise be 
wasted, and deliver the stored energy for use at a later time. (Page 1) 

• “PV System” shall mean the solar electric generating facility to be located at the
Community Solar Garden, including the photovoltaic panels, inverter, output
breakers, facilities necessary to connect to the Production Meter, protective and
associated equipment, improvements, BESS, and other tangible assets, contract
rights, easements, rights of way, surface use agreements and other interests or
rights in real estate reasonably necessary for the construction, operation, and
maintenance of the electric generating facility that produces the photovoltaic
energy subject to this Contract. (Page 3)

4 Original Sheet No. 99.37 
5 Original Sheet No. 99.38 
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B. Relationship between the Tariff and the Contract

As written, in the event of any conflict between the terms of the Standard Contract 
and the Company’s electric tariff, the universal tariff provisions would control. There 
remains disagreement regarding these provisions and the relationship between the 
tariff and Standard Contract. The non-consensus items can be found at Pages 1 & 4 in 
Attachment C and further outlined below; where consensus items overlapped, the 
Company has already approved the redlines (this pertains specifically to “Bill Credit 
Rate” and changes to page 4) and we have underlined to show the change. 

1. Page 1 - “Bill Credit Rate” shall mean the then current applicable Average
Retail Rate as found in the Company’s rate book applicable to the LMI
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program, which is consistent with Minn.
Stat. §216B.1641 Subd. 8. The Average Retail Rate includes compensation for
all energy, capacity and RECs associated with Subscribed Energy. Accordingly,
Average Retail Rate will change over time the term of this Contract and the Bill
Credit Rate will be based on the then current Bill Credit as provided for in the
associated tariff for the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden program
Minn. Stat. §216B.1641 Subd. 8. Once a bill credit applies, that Bill Credit
applies for the term of the Contract.6 

2. Page 1 - “Community Solar Garden” or “LMI Accessible Community Solar
Garden” program unless context indicates otherwise means the same as
“Community solar garden” as defined in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641, Subd 2(c),
and the term “associated tariff” shall mean the Company tariff associated with
that program unless if context indicates otherwise. This Contract is part of the
associated tariff. The associated tariff is part of the electric tariff of the
Company.7

3. Page 4 - A copy of the presently filed LMI Accessible Community Solar
Garden Program associated tariff of the Company’s rate book is attached to
this contract. The rates for sales and purchases of Subscribed Energy shall be
changed updated annually or otherwise as provided by Minn. Stat. 216B.1641,
Subd. 8(b) and by order of the Commission.  The Subscriber Organization shall
comply with all of the rules stated in the Company’s applicable electric tariff
related to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program and the
tariffed version of this Contract, as the same may be revised from time to time,
or as otherwise allowed by an amendment to this Contract approved, or
deemed approved, by the Commission.  In the event of any conflict between

6 Original Sheet No. 99.28 
7 Id. 
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the terms of this Contract and Company’s electric tariff, the provisions of the 
tariff shall control.8 

We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list. 
Please contact Kristen Ruud at 612-216-7979 or Kristen.S.Ruud@xcelenergy.com if 
you have any questions regarding this filing. 
Sincerely, 

/s/ 

JESSICA PETERSON 
MANAGER, PRODUCT POLICY

Enclosure 
c: Service List 

8 Original Sheet No. 99.32 

mailto:Kristen.S.Ruud@xcelenrgy.com


Minnesota Distributed Energy Resources
Update
August 22, 2024

Stakeholder Meeting Reminder, LMI CSG
Standard Contract
We wanted to remind you of our upcoming stakeholder discussion as mentioned in this
filing: searchDocuments.do (state.mn.us). Please RSVP below!

LMI Accessible Solar Garden Program Standard Contract Discussion
Date: Wednesday, August 28, 2024
Time: 1:00 – 2:00 pm Location:
Virtual Meeting RSVP: Stakeholder Meeting RSVP Form

Questions? Our program teams are here to help:
SolarRewardsCommMN@xcelenergy.com | Solar*Rewards Community

Respectfully,

Minnesota Distributed Energy Resources
Xcel Energy
Email: DERInterconnectionMN@xcelenergy.com
________________________________________________
Interconnection Developer Resources | Xcel Energy
Visit our website for more information about interconnecting DER with Xcel Energy!

P   Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Other helpful resources:
For questions about your electric service/account, bills or payments: Call Customer Service -
1-800-895-4999

Commercial customers: Call the Business Solutions Center – 1-800-481-4700
For questions regarding meter orders/scheduling: Call the Metering Shop - 1-800-422-0782

No longer wish to receive these emails? Unsubscribe

Didn’t receive this email first hand? Sign up here to be added to our DL.

From: DER Interconnection MN
Subject: LMI CSG Stakeholder Meeting
Date: Thursday, August 22, 2024 4:07:08 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
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STANDARD CONTRACT FOR 
LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program 

THIS CONTRACT is entered into                                       ______ , 20                , by Northern States Power 
Company, a Minnesota corporation and wholly owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy Inc., (hereafter called "Company”) 
and                                                                                                     ___________________ (hereafter called 
“Subscriber Organization”).  Together, the Company and Subscriber Organization are the Parties. 

RECITALS 

The Subscriber Organization is the operator of a Community Solar Garden with an established or planned solar 
photovoltaic electric generating facility with a nameplate capacity of _____ kilowatts of alternating current (AC), on 
property located at                                                   __________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________(“Community Solar Garden”).  
The Community Solar Garden is a facility that generates electricity by means of a ground mounted or roof mounted 
solar photovoltaic device(s) whereby a Subscriber to the Community Solar Garden receives a Bill Credit for the 
electricity generated in proportion to the size of the Subscription. 

The Subscriber Organization is prepared to generate electricity in parallel with the Company. 

DEFINITIONS 

“Bill Credit” shall mean the dollar amount paid by the Company to each Subscriber as a credit on the Subscriber’s 
retail electric service bill to compensate the Subscriber for its beneficial share of solar photovoltaic electricity 
produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company from the Community Solar Garden.  

“Bill Credit Rate” shall mean the then current applicable Average Retail Rate as found in the Company’s rate book 
applicable to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program, which is consistent with Minn. Stat. §216B.1641 
Subd. 8. The Average Retail Rate includes all compensation for all energy, capacity and RECs associated with Subscribed 
Energy. Accordingly, Average Retail Rate will change over time and the Bill Credit Rate will be based on the then current 
Bill Credit as provided for in the associated tariff for the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden program  

“Backup subscriber” means an individual or entity that temporarily assumes all or a portion of a Community Solar 
Garden Subscription in the event a subscriber exits the Community Solar Garden or is delinquent in paying the 
Subscriber’s utility bill.  

“Community Solar Garden” or “LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden” program unless context indicates otherwise 
means the same as “Community solar garden” as defined in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641, Subd 2(c), and the term “associated 
tariff” shall mean the Company tariff associated with that program unless if context indicates otherwise. This Contract is 
part of the associated tariff. The associated tariff is part of the electric tariff of the Company. 

“Community Solar Garden Allocation” shall mean the monthly allocation, stated in Watts direct current (DC) as a 
portion of the total nameplate capacity of the Community Solar Garden, applicable to each Subscriber’s Subscription 
reflecting each Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic electricity produced by the Community Solar Garden in a 
particular Production Month.   

“Company” shall mean Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, doing business as Xcel Energy. 

“Community Solar Garden Location” is the location of the single point of common coupling for the Community Solar 
Garden associated with the PV System.  Multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be situated in close 
proximity to one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure. This definition should not be used to determine 
whether a Community Solar Garden complies with the Service Territory Requirement. 
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"Consolidated Billing” is a Subscriber-optional service under Minn. Statute §216B.1641, Subd. 10(c ), whereby the 
Company provides a certain percentage of the Bill Credit Rate to the Subscriber Organization, with the remaining 
portion of the Bill Credit Rate directly payable to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden. 
 
“Date of Commercial Operation” shall mean, after receiving permission from the Department to be in the LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program, the first day of the first full calendar month upon which commercial 
operation is achieved following completion of all Interconnection Agreement requirements and processes and 
following both parties signing the Standard Contract for LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. 
 
"Department” means the Minnesota Department of Commerce, which administers the LMI Accessible Community 
Solar Garden Program. 
 
“House Power” shall mean the electricity needed to assist in the PV System’s generation, including system operation, 
performance monitoring and associated communications, except for energy directly required for the local control and 
safe operation of the PV System.  It also means other electricity used by the Community Solar Garden, such as for 
perimeter lighting, a visitor’s center or any other structures or facilities at the Community Solar Garden Site. 
 
“Interconnection Agreement” shall mean the applicable Interconnection Agreement in Section 10 of the Company’s 
rate book.  
 

“LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements” are based on the provisions in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641 
Subds. 2 through 14. Further, customers who are exempt from the Solar Energy Standard under Minn. Stat. §216.1691, 
subd. 2(f)d, shall not participate or subscribe to Community Solar Gardens. 
 
“Low-to-Moderate-Income Residential Subscriber” or “LMI Residential Subscriber” or “LMI” means a subscriber that, 
at the time of the Community Solar Garden subscription is executed or as approved by the Department, is: (1) a low-
income household, as defined under Minn. Stat. 216B.2402, subdivision 16; or (2) a household whose income is 150 
percent or less of the area median household income.  
 
“Monthly Subscription Information” shall mean the information stored within the Subscriber Management System, as 
timely entered or changed by the Subscriber Organization via the Subscriber Management System, setting forth the 
name, account number and service address each Subscriber holding Subscriptions in the Community Solar Garden, 
and the Community Solar Garden Allocation applicable to each such Subscriber’s Subscription, reflecting each 
Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic energy produced by the Community Solar Garden during a particular 
Production Month. 
 
"M-RETS Program" means the Midwest Renewable Energy Trading System program, MPUC Docket No. E999/CI-04-
1616 and subsequent or related proceedings. 
 
“MN DIA” shall mean the Minnesota Distributed Energy Resource Interconnection Agreement. See Company Section 
10 tariff. 
 
“MN DIP” shall mean the Minnesota Distributed Energy Resource Interconnection Process. See Company Section 10 
tariff. The MN DIA shall be considered to be part of the MN DIP. 
 
“Production Meter” shall mean the meter which will record the energy generated by the PV System only and which 
will be reported on the Subscriber Organization’s bill.  The readings on the Production Meter showing the energy 
generated by the PV System will also be used to determine the RECs generated by the PV System. 
 
“Production Month” shall mean the calendar month during which photovoltaic energy is produced by the Community 
Solar Garden’s PV System and delivered to the Company at the Production Meter. 
 
“Public Interest Subscriber” means a Subscriber that demonstrates status as a public or Tribal entity, school, 
nonpublic organization, house of worship, or social service provider.  
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“PV System” shall mean the solar electric generating facility to be located at the Community Solar Garden, including 
the photovoltaic panels, inverter, output breakers, facilities necessary to connect to the Production Meter, protective 
and associated equipment, improvements, and other tangible assets, contract rights, easements, rights of way, 
surface use agreements and other interests or rights in real estate reasonably necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the electric generating facility that produces the photovoltaic energy subject to this 
Contract. 
 
“Renewable Energy Credits” or “RECs” are all attributes of an environmental or other nature that are created or 
otherwise arise from the Subscriber Organization’s generation of energy using solar energy as a fuel, including, but 
not limited to, tags, certificates or similar products or rights associated with solar energy as a "green" or "renewable" 
electric generation resource, including any and all environmental air quality credits, emission reductions, off-sets, 
allowances or other benefits related to the generation of energy from the Community Solar Garden PV System that 
reduces, displaces or off-sets emissions resulting from fuel combustion at another location pursuant to any existing or 
future international, federal, state or local legislation or regulation or voluntary agreement, and the aggregate amount 
of credits, offsets or other benefits including any rights, attributes or credits arising from or eligible for consideration in 
the M-RETS program or any similar program pursuant to any international, federal, state or local legislation or 
regulation or voluntary agreement and any renewable energy certificates issued pursuant to any program, information 
system or tracking system associated with the renewable energy generated from the Community Solar Garden PV 
System. RECs do not include any federal, state or local tax credits, cash grants, production incentives or similar tax 
or cash benefits for which Subscriber Organization or the Community Solar Garden PV System are eligible or which 
either receives, or any depreciation, expenses, credits, benefits or other federal, state or local tax treatment for which 
Subscriber Organization or the Community Solar Garden PV System is eligible or that either receives. 
 
“Service Territory Requirement” means that the solar electric generating facility located at the Community Solar Garden is 
entirely located in the service territory of the Company, including the photovoltaic panels, inverter, output breakers, service 
meter, Production Meter, the facilities between the service meter and Production Meter, and the facilities between the 
photovoltaic panels and the Production Meter. 
 
“Subscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System attributable to the Subscribers’ Subscriptions and 
delivered to the Company at the Production Meter on or after the Date of Commercial Operation. 
 
“Subscriber” means a retail customer of the Company who owns one or more Subscriptions of a Community Solar 
Garden interconnected with the Company. 
 
“Subscriber Management System” is the interactive, internet website-based interface (“portal”) maintained by or on 
behalf of the Company through which the Company accepts and manages interconnection applications for the LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. Through this system the Subscriber Organization may enter or 
change the Monthly Subscription Information reflecting updated information for each Subscriber, including any 
changes to any Subscriber’s name, account number, address, Community Solar Garden Allocation and other 
functionality as set forth in the associated tariff or by practice. There may be times in which the parties will need to 
work cooperatively together on a manual workaround to manage applications.  
 
“Subscriber’s Account Information” consists of the Subscriber’s name, account number, service address, telephone 
number, email address, web site URL, information on Subscriber participation in other distributed generation serving 
the premises of the Subscriber, and Subscriber specific Bill Credit(s).  
 
“Subscriber Organization” is identified above and shall mean a developer or owner of a Community Solar Garden.  A 
Subscriber Organization may be an individual or any for-profit or non-profit entity permitted by Minnesota law.  
 
“Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data” refers to data collected from the utility Subscriber meters that reflects the 
quantity, quality, or timing of electric usage or electricity production attributable to the Subscriber for the service 
address and account number identified for participation in the Community Solar Garden.  
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“Subscription” means a contract between a Subscriber and the Subscriber Organization. 
 
“Term of the Contract” means the term of this Contract which shall be the same as for the Interconnection Agreement 
applicable to the Community Solar Garden and shall begin when this Contract is signed by the Parties and end 
twenty-five (25) years after the Date of Commercial Operation unless otherwise provided below.  
 
“Unsubscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System and delivered to the Company at the 
Production Meter which is not Subscribed Energy and also includes electricity generated by the PV System and 
delivered to the Company prior to the Date of Commercial Operation. 
 

 
AGREEMENTS 

 
The Subscriber Organization and the Company agree: 
 
1. Sale of Electricity Generated by the Community Solar Garden.  Effective upon the Date of Commercial Operation, 
the Community Solar Garden shall sell and deliver to the Company at the Production Meter all of the photovoltaic 
energy produced by the PV System.  Payment for the Subscribed Energy which is produced and delivered will be 
solely by a Bill Credit to Subscribers as detailed below.  Payment for Unsubscribed Energy will be paid to the 
Subscriber Organization at the then current Company’s avoided cost rate (found in the Company’s rate book, Rate 
Code A55). The Subscriber Organization shall not sell any photovoltaic energy generated from the PV System, or any 
capacity associated with the PV System, to any person other than the Company during the term of this Contract, and 
the Company shall purchase and own all photovoltaic energy produced by the PV System.  This Contract conveys to 
the Company all energy generated from the PV System and all capacity associated with the PV System for the Term 
of the Contract. 

 
A. The Company will buy (through Bill Credits to the Subscribers) all Subscribed Energy generated by the 

Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company during a particular Production Month at the Bill Credit Rate.   
Each Subscriber to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program will receive a Bill Credit at the Bill Credit 
Rate for electricity generated attributable to the Subscriber’s Subscription.  Each Subscriber will also be charged for 
all electricity consumed by the Subscriber at the applicable rate schedule for sales to that class of customer.  If the 
Bill Credit exceeds the amount owed in any billing period, the excess portion of the Bill Credit in any billing period 
shall be carried forward and credited against all charges. The Company shall purchase all Bill Credits with the billing 
statement which includes the last day in February and restart the credit cycle on the following period with a zero 
credit balance.  Consistent with Minn. R. 7820.3800, Subp. 2, the purchase of the Bill Credits will only be made when 
the Bill Credit amount is more than $1 due for an existing customer or $2 or more due a person or legal entity no 
longer a customer of the Company.   
 

B.   A copy of the presently filed LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program associated tariff of the 
Company’s rate book is incorporated by reference attached to this contract. The rates for sales and purchases of 
Subscribed Energy shall be changed annually or otherwise as provided by order of the Commission.  The Subscriber 
Organization shall comply with all of the rules stated in the Company’s applicable electric tariff related to the LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program and the tariffed version of this Contract, as the same may be revised 
from time to time, or as otherwise allowed by an amendment to this Contract approved, or deemed approved, by the 
Commission.  In the event of any conflict between the terms of this Contract and Company’s electric tariff, the 
provisions of the tariff shall control. 

 
C. For the purchases by the Company, the Company shall apply a Bill Credit each billing period to each 

Subscriber’s bill for retail electric service at the Bill Credit Rate based upon the Subscriber’s allocation as set forth in 
the Monthly Subscription Information applicable to the preceding Production Month.  The Production Month to which 
the Bill Credit is applicable shall not necessarily match the billing period for the retail electric service bill in which the 
Bill Credit is applied. 
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D. For purposes of applying the Bill Credit to each Subscriber’s bill, the Company shall be entitled to rely 
exclusively on the Monthly Subscription Information as timely entered by the Subscriber Organization via the 
Subscriber Management System. The Subscriber Organization is required to have all updates in the system by the 
25th day of each calendar month to be applied for the following calendar month. 
 

E. The correction of any allocation of previously-applied Bill Credits among Subscribers or payments to the 
Subscriber Organization for Unsubscribed Energy, pertaining to a particular month due to any inaccuracy reflected in 
such Monthly Subscription Information with regard to a Subscriber’s Subscription in the PV System and the beneficial 
share of photovoltaic energy produced by the PV System, or the share of Unsubscribed Energy, shall be the full 
responsibility of the Subscriber Organization, unless such inaccuracies are caused by the Company.  
 

F. Once the Company’s Consolidated Billing service becomes available, each Community Solar Garden 
must designate in the Subscriber Management System which Subscribers want Consolidated Billing and must 
designate for each subscriber the percentage of the Subscriber’s Bill Credit Rate that should be credited to the 
Subscriber. The remaining portion of the Bill Credit Rate for each such Subscriber would then be payable to the 
Community Solar Garden. 
 

G. In the event the Company’s IT systems for the payment of Bill Credits has not been developed before the 
Community Solar Garden begins to generate power, the Company shall track earned credits for allocated production 
for each mount power is generated, which will be payable to the Community Solar Garden’s Subscribers or (in the 
case of Unsubscribed Energy) the Community Solar Garden upon completion of the IT system upgrades.  
 
2. RECs. All RECs associated with the Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy produced before and during the 
Term of this Contract shall be assigned to the Company. By participating as a Subscriber Organization under this 
Contract and associated tariff, the Community Solar Garden Operator hereby assigns to Company all right title and 
interest of the Subscriber Organization to all RECs arising out of or associated with the generation of Subscribed 
Energy and Unsubscribed Energy. None of the Subscribers to the Community Solar Garden shall receive any RECs 
associated with the Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy. The Subscriber Organization warrants and 
represents to the Company that it has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all RECs 
associated with such Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy output and/or the ability to transfer good and 
sufficient title of all such RECs to the Company. The Company shall be entitled to all RECs generated by the 
Community Solar Garden PV System for such Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy while the Subscriber 
Organization participates in the service offered in this Contract and associated tariff. The Subscriber Organization 
hereby automatically and irrevocably assigns to the Company all rights, title and authority for Company to register the 
Community Solar Garden Operator’s RECs associated with Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy under the 
terms of this Contract and associated tariff and to and own, hold and manage these RECs associated with the 
Community Solar Garden in the Company’s own name and to the Company’s account, including any rights 
associated with any renewable energy information or tracking system that exists or may be established in Minnesota 
or other jurisdictions (including but not limited to the United States government) with regard to monitoring, registering, 
tracking, certifying, or trading such credits. The Subscriber Organization hereby authorizes Company to act as its 
agent for the purposes of registering, tracking and certifying these RECs and the Company has full authority to hold, 
sell or trade such RECs to its own account of said renewable energy information or tracking systems. Upon the 
request of Company from time to time, at no cost to Company, (i) Subscriber Organization shall deliver or cause to be 
delivered to Company such attestations / certifications of all RECs, and (ii) Subscriber Organization shall provide full 
cooperation in connection with Company’s registration of the Subscriber Organization’s RECs under this Contract 
and associated tariff and certification of RECs. The Company shall own all RECs arising out of or associated with the 
generation of Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy for all purposes and be entitled to use them in any 
manner it chooses. 
 
3. House Power.  The Company will sell House Power to the Community Solar Garden under the rate schedule in 
force for the class of customer to which the Subscriber Organization belongs.  The Subscriber Organization shall be 
solely responsible for arranging retail electric service exclusively from the Company in accordance with the 
Company’s Electric Rate Book.  The Subscriber Organization shall obtain House Power solely through separately 
metered retail service and shall not obtain House Power through any other means and waives any regulatory or other 
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legal claim or right to the contrary.  Because the Company must purchase from the Community Solar Garden all 
energy generated by the Community Solar Garden, the Community Solar Garden may not use the energy it 
generates to be consumed by it.  It may not net-out or use energy it generates for House Power.  The Parties 
acknowledge and agree that the performance of their respective obligations with respect to House Power shall be 
separate from this Contract and shall be interpreted independently of the Parties’ respective obligations under this 
Contract.  Notwithstanding any other provision in this Contract, nothing with respect to the arrangements for House 
Power shall alter or modify the Subscriber Organization’s or the Company’s rights, duties and obligations under this 
Contract.  This Contract shall not be construed to create any rights between the Subscriber Organization and the 
Company with respect to the arrangements for House Power. 
 
4. Title, Risk of Loss, and Warranty of Title.  As between the Parties, the Subscriber Organization shall be deemed to 
be in control of the photovoltaic energy output from the PV System up to and until delivery and receipt by the 
Company at the Production Meter and the Company shall be deemed to be in control of such energy from and after 
delivery and receipt at such Production Meter.  Title and risk of loss related to the photovoltaic energy shall transfer to 
the Company at the Production Meter.  The Community Solar Garden warrants and represents to the Company that it 
has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all photovoltaic energy output and/or the ability to 
transfer good and sufficient title of same to the Company.  
 
5.  Interconnection Requirements.  The Subscriber Organization must sign the applicable Interconnection Agreement 
under Section 10 of the Company’s rate book and comply with all of the terms and conditions of that Interconnection 
Agreement except as otherwise specified in this Contract. Metering Charges and Requirements are as set forth in the 
Company’s Section 10 tariff. A Company-owned meter is required to be installed at each service location associated 
with each Community Solar Garden generation source subject to this Contract and associated tariff. The meter is 
located at the main service and will record energy delivered to the Subscriber Organization from the Company, and 
also will record energy produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company. Subscriber 
Organization will provide all meter housing and socket replacement and rewiring to install the meter. Subscriber 
Organization shall be charged monthly the metering charge for the main service meter. Maintenance and Repair of 
the PV System, Company access to the PV System site, disconnections and emergency shut-offs, shall be consistent 
with the Section 10 tariff. Any applicant to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program cannot place its 
interconnection application on hold while it awaits any action from the Department to make a determination on 
whether it will be accepted to be part of the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program.  
 
6. Code Compliance. The Subscriber Organization shall be responsible for ensuring that the PV System equipment 
installed at the Community Solar Garden meets all applicable codes, standards, and regulatory requirements at the 
time of installation and throughout its operation. The Subscriber Organization is also solely responsible for the proper 
and safe disposal of the PV System, and the Company has no responsibility on these issues.  
 
7. Participation Fee. Each year, the Subscriber Organization will submit a participation fee specified in the Company’s 
LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden associated tariff to the Company for ongoing costs incurred of 
administering the Community Solar Garden Program. The participation fee may be changed at any time with the 
approval of the Commission.  
 
8. Disclosure of Production Information. In order for the Company to carry out its responsibilities in applying Bill 
Credits to each Subscriber’s bills for electric service, the Company is permitted to provide access or otherwise 
disclose and release to any Subscriber any and all production data related to the PV System in its possession and 
information regarding the total Bill Credits applied by the Company with respect to the PV System and any 
information pertaining to a Subscriber’s Subscription. Any additional detailed information requested by a Subscriber 
shall be provided only upon the Subscriber Organization’s consent in writing or email to the Company, or unless the 
Commission or the Department requests that the Company provides such information to the Subscriber. 
 
9. Disclosure of Community Solar Garden Information. The Company may publicly disclose the Community Solar 
Garden Location, Subscriber Organization, nameplate capacity and generation data of the Community Solar Garden. 
Additionally, the Company will periodically provide a bill message to Subscribers clarifying that questions or concerns 
related to their Subscription should be directed to the Subscriber Organization or Department, including a statement 
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that the Subscriber Organization is solely responsible for resolving any disputes with the Department, Company or 
the Subscriber about the accuracy of the Community Solar Garden production and that the Company is solely 
responsible for resolving any disputes with the Subscriber about the applicable rate used to determine the amount of 
the Bill Credit. 
 
10. Certain Tax and Securities Law Issues.  The Company makes no warranty or representation concerning the 
taxable consequences, if any, to Subscriber Organization or its Subscribers with respect to its Bill Credits to the 
Subscribers for participation in the Community Solar Garden.  Additionally, the Company makes no warranty or 
representation concerning the implication of any federal or state securities laws on how Subscriptions to the 
Community Solar Garden are handled.  The Subscriber Organization and Subscribers are urged to seek professional 
advice regarding these issues. 

 
11. Full Cooperation with the Commission, Department, and Minnesota Office of the Attorney General.  The Parties 
agree to fully cooperate with any request for information from the Commission, the Department, or the Minnesota 
Office of the Attorney General (OAG) pertaining in any way to the Community Solar Garden and will provide such 
information upon request in a timely manner. To the extent to which any request calls for producing a specific 
Subscriber’s Account Information, Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, such information shall be provided 
and marked as Trade Secret or Confidential Information. 
 
12. Requirements Applicable to the Subscriber Organization.  The Subscriber Organization must comply with all 
requirements set forth in this Contract, including all of the following:  
 

A. General. The Subscriber Organization must comply with the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden 
Statutory Requirements, requirements of this Contract and associated tariff, with all policies of the Department, and 
with all orders of the Commission relating to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. The Company is 
not required to check for compliance with the requirements set forth in any of these, but it shall provide Bill Credits 
under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641, Subd. 8, as provided for in the associated tariff for the LMI Accessible Community 
Solar Garden program, and provide credits to nonsubscribers provide under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641, Subd. 11, as 
described in that tariff. 

 
B. Required Use of the Company’s Subscriber Management System.  The Subscriber Organization must 

use the Company’s Subscriber Management System to submit an application for a Community Solar Garden and to 
manage Subscribers and Subscriptions. An applicant must apply to the Department, and the Department must 
approve that application, before an applicant can participate in the Community Solar Garden Program.  

 
C. Subscriber Information. The Subscriber Organization shall issue Subscriptions in the PV System only to 

eligible retail electric service customers of the Company and provide to the Company in the Subscriber Management 
System the name, account number, service address and other information detailed in the associated tariff for the LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden program attributable to each Subscription and the Community Solar Garden 
Allocation for each Subscriber’s Subscription stated in Watts direct current (DC). The Subscriber Organization shall 
take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly providing a Subscriber’s 
Account Information, Subscriber Energy Usage Data, or Bill Credits. The Subscriber Organization will not disclose 
such information to third parties, other than to the Commission, the Department, or the Minnesota Office of Attorney 
General, unless the Subscriber has provided explicit informed consent, or such disclosure is compelled by law or 
regulation.  

 
1. For each subscription, the Subscriber Organization must designate in the Subscriber 

Management System the “Subscriber Type” for each Subscriber – e.g., LMI, Residential Non-LMI, Master-
metered affordable housing, Public Interest Subscriber that is small general service customer, Public 
Interest Subscriber that is a general service commercial customer, other commercial customer, or Backup 
Subscriber.  

 
2. Once Consolidated Billing becomes available, each Community Solar Garden must designate in 

the Subscriber Management System which Subscribers want Consolidated Billing and must designate for 
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each such Subscriber the percentage of the Subscriber’s Bill Credit Rate that should be credited to the 
Subscriber. The remaining portion of the Bill Credit for each such Subscriber would then be payable to the 
Community Solar Garden. 

 
3. The Company is under no obligation to audit, validate, or correct any information provided by the 

Subscriber Organization. In the event that the Subscriber Organization provides information, with a result 
that the Bill Credits provided were too high higher than would have been authorized had correct information 
been entered, then the Subscriber Organization needs to promptly make payment to the Company within 30 
days of demand of the overpayments the Company shall provide the Subscriber Organization with a written 
Notice of the overpayment and upon receipt these amounts will be credited to the fuel clause. The 
Subscriber Organization shall have up to thirty (30) days to cure the overpayment of bill credits. If the 
overpayment is not cured within the thirty (30) days, the Company may utilize the procedures set forth in 
Section 15. Consistent with Minn. R. 7820.3800, subp. 3, the Company can demand payment from the 
Subscriber Organization of the excessively paid Bill Credits going back to a period beginning one year from 
the discovery. Failure of the Subscriber Organization to timely make these payments shall be considered a 
breach of this Contract. 

 
4. The Department has oversight on Subscriber information. The Department shall be allowed to 

audit the Subscriber information in the Subscriber Management System. The Company has no duty to audit 
or correct any improper LMI designation nor any improper back-up subscriber designation. The Department 
may make a determination that a developer has not properly entered information or has entered incorrect 
information, and can similarly request that the Company demand the Subscriber Organization to make 
payment consistent with the provisions in par. 3 above.  

 
5. For example, if the Community Solar Garden has submitted subscription information for a 

subscriber and for a given month has designated that Subscriber as a “back-up” subscriber, then the 
Company can rely on that designation in providing Bill Credits and benefits under the PV Demand Credit 
Rider. If that designation as a “back-up” subscriber is incorrect, such as less than 50% of the subscribed 
capacity is for LMI customers or if that subscriber subscribed to more than 15 percent of the Community 
Solar Garden’s capacity for more than 12 consecutive months, then the Company can rely on that 
designation. However, if the Department notifies the Company that the designation has been incorrect for a 
given month, the Department request that the Company demand from the Subscriber Organization the Bill 
Credits and PV Demand Credits provided that were above the appropriate amounts. 

 
D. Subscription Transfers. Subscriptions may be transferred or sold to any person or entity who qualifies to 

be a Subscriber. A Subscriber may change the premise or account number that the Community Solar Garden energy 
is attributed to, as long as the Subscriber continues to qualify. Any transfer of Subscriptions needs to be coordinated 
through the Subscriber Organization, who in turn needs to provide the required updated information in the Applicable 
Application System within thirty (30) days of the transfer.  

 
E. Updating Subscriber Information. On or before five (5) business days immediately preceding the first day 

of each Production Month, the Subscriber Organization shall provide to the Company any and all changes to the 
Monthly Subscription Information, by entering new or updating previously-entered data through the use of the 
Subscriber Management System. Such data to be entered or changed by the Subscriber Organization shall include 
additions, deletions or changes to the listing of Subscribers holding Subscriptions in the PV System, including any 
changes to the Subscriber’s account number and service address attributable to each Subscription and the 
Community Solar Garden Allocation for each Subscriber’s Subscription, stated in Watts DC.  

 
F. Responsibility for Verification. The Subscriber Organization shall verify that each Subscriber is eligible to 

be a Subscriber in the Community Solar Garden and that the Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements are 
met. This provision does not prevent the Department from establishing its own process on how it will oversee 
subscriptions and its role in the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. 
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G. Delivery of Signed Subscriber Agency Agreement from Each Subscriber. For each Subscriber, there 
must be a completed and fully-executed Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form (as set forth in the 
Company’s associated tariff for the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program) which is delivered to the 
Company prior to the Date of Commercial Operation, or prior to adding each Subscriber. This includes the data 
privacy practices of the Company. These are set forth on the sheets of the associated tariff with a header stating “LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program - Subscriber Agency Agreement and Privacy Policies”. The Subscriber 
Organization shall provide a copy of these privacy policies, as updated, to each Subscriber. 

 
13.  Remedies for Breach.  In the event of any breach of this Contract by the Subscriber Organization either Party, 
then the Company other Party shall have available to it any other remedy provided for in this Contract and any or all 
of the following remedies which can be used either singularly or cumulatively. 
 

a. In the event there is a breach resulting in some production from the Community Solar Garden being 
assigned in excess of a Subscriber’s allowable Subscription under the Community Solar Garden Statutory 
Requirements, then the Company may treat this excess as Unsubscribed Energy and not provide a Bill Credit to any 
Subscriber for any such excess production. 

 
b. For any breach of this Contract by the Subscriber Organization:  
 

i. At any time the Company seeks a remedy for any breach of this Contract it shall provide in 
writing a Notice to the Subscriber Organization to remedy the breach within thirty (30) days. 
 
ii. If after the thirty (30) days provided for in the Notice the Subscriber Organization is still not 
in compliance with this Contract, then the Company shall have the right to request by written 
Notice to disconnect the Community Solar Garden from its network if the Subscriber 
Organization is not in compliance with the Contract within thirty (30) days.  The Company 
shall send copies of the Notice of Disconnection to Subscriber Organization, all Subscribers 
of the Community Solar Garden, the Department, OAG and Commission.  
 
iii. The Subscriber Organization, the Department, OAG, and/or Commission may object in 
writing to the Notice of Disconnection within thirty (30) days.  Copies of any written objection 
shall be provided to all of the above entities.  An objection to the Notice of Disconnection will 
trigger Section 15 of this Contract.  

 
iv. If the Subscriber Organization, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, OAG and/or 
Commission do not object to the Notice of Disconnection, the Company is authorized to 
physically disconnect the Community Solar Garden pursuant to this Notice of Disconnection 
without providing further notice.  No Bill Credits will be applied for any production occurring 
during physical disconnection.  If within ninety (90) days of any such disconnection, the 
Subscriber Organization returns to being in compliance with the Contract, then the Company 
will reconnect the Community Solar Garden to its network.  Any periods of disconnection will 
not extend the Term of the Contract.  The Subscriber Organization will be financially 
responsible for the Company’s costs of sending crews to disconnect and reconnect the 
Community Solar Garden to the Company’s network. The Department may provide other 
remedies for any such breach. 
 
v. If ninety (90) or more consecutive days elapse during which the Community Solar Garden 
has been disconnected or has otherwise not been in compliance with this Contract, then the 
Company shall have the right to request to terminate this Contract by written notice to the 
Subscriber Organization.  The Company shall send copies of any Notice requesting 
termination to all Subscribers of the Community Solar Garden, the Department, OAG and 
Commission.  If the Notice is objected to within thirty (30) days by the Subscriber 
Organization, the Department, and/or OAG, Section 15 of this agreement shall apply.  Any 
request to terminate the Contract must be approved by the Commission, and there is no 
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further obligation of the Parties to perform hereunder following the effective date of such 
termination except as set forth in Section 18 of this Contract.   

 
c. For any breach of the Interconnection Agreement, the Company shall also have all remedies provided for 

in Section 10 of the Company’s rate book, or as otherwise provided for in the Interconnection Agreement.  In the 
event this results in disconnection or termination of the Interconnection Agreement, the Company shall provide notice 
to the Department, OAG and Commission. In the event that Community Solar Garden has been disconnected under 
the terms of the Interconnection Agreement and/or the Interconnection Agreement has been terminated, then the 
Company shall have the right to request to terminate this Contract by written notice to the Subscriber Organization, 
with no further obligation of the Parties to perform hereunder following the effective date of such termination.  The 
Company shall send copies of any Notice requesting termination of this Contract to all Subscribers of the Community 
Solar Garden, the Department, OAG and Commission.  If the Notice is objected to within thirty (30) days by the 
Subscriber Organization, the Department, and/or OAG, Section 15 of this agreement shall apply. Any request to 
terminate this Contract must be approved by the Commission.  

  
d. In the event of an alleged breach of this Contract by the Subscriber Organization for which the Company 

sends a Notice pursuant to Section 13(b)(ii) above, Company shall also send a copy of the Notice as soon as 
practicable to any financing party for the Community Solar Garden whose contact information has been provided to 
the Company. Any such financing party shall have the right to cure the alleged breach within the cure period provided 
in Section 13(b)(ii) and Company agrees to accept any such cure as if made by the Subscriber Organization. The 
Company shall be under no obligation to provide any such financing party with any information that would violate the 
Data Privacy Policies set forth in the associated tariff. The Company shall be under no obligation to provide any such 
financing party with any information it may have which is confidential to the Subscriber Organization unless the 
Subscriber Organization has provided written consent to the Company permitting the release to the financing party of 
such confidential information. 

 
e. In the event of any breach of this Contract by Company, the Subscriber Organization shall provide 

Company with a written Notice of the breach. Company shall have up to thirty (30) days to cure the breach. If the 
breach is not cured within the thirty (30) days, the Subscriber Organization may utilize the procedures set forth in 
Section 15. If the breach results in Bill Credits not being issued to one or more individual Subscribers, in the absence 
of a cure by Company within the allowed time following the Notice, the applicable Subscriber(s) may also seek a 
remedy for any past due Bill Credits from the Commission pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions of Section 15 
of this Contract. 

 
14. Limitation of Liability 
 

A) Each Party shall at all times indemnify, defend, and save the other Party harmless from any and all 
damages, losses, claims, including claims and actions relating to injury or death of any person or damage to property, 
costs and expenses, reasonable attorneys’ fees and court costs, arising out of or resulting from the Party’s 
performance of its obligations under this agreement, except to the extent that such damages, losses or claims were 
caused by the negligence or intentional acts of the other Party. 

 
B) Each Party’s liability to the other Party for failure to perform its obligations under this Contract shall be 

limited to the amount of direct damage actually incurred. In no event shall either Party be liable to the other Party for 
any punitive, incidental, indirect, special, or consequential damages of any kind whatsoever, including for loss of 
business opportunity or profits, regardless of whether such damages were foreseen. 

 
C) Notwithstanding any other provision, with respect to the Company’s duties or performance or lack of 

performance under this Contract, the Company’s liability to the Subscriber Organization shall be limited as set forth in 
the Company’s rate book and terms and conditions for electric service, and shall not be affected by the terms of this 
Contract.  There are no third-party beneficiaries of any Company duty under this Contract other than the Company’s 
duty to Subscribers to issue Bill Credits as set forth in this Contract, and the duty to a financing party under Section 
13.d. of this Contract.  
 

Docket No. E002/CI-23-0335 
Consensus Changes 

Attachment B: 10 of 12



15. Dispute Resolution 
 

A) Each Party agrees to attempt to resolve all disputes arising hereunder promptly, equitably and in a good 
faith manner. 

 
B) In the event a dispute arises under this Contract between the Parties, and if it cannot be resolved by the 

Parties within thirty (30) days after written notice of the dispute to the other Party, then the Parties may refer the 
dispute for resolution to the Department or Commission, as applicable, each of which shall maintain continuing 
jurisdiction over the issue. 
 
16. Power Purchase Agreement. The separately executed power purchase agreement referenced in the Section 10 
tariff for the purchase of power exported by the Subscriber Organization to the Company is not needed.  Instead, this 
Contract and associated tariff shall govern the terms for the power exported by the Subscriber Organization to the 
Company. 

  
17.A. Miscellaneous. The provisions of this par. 17.A. only apply to those applications that are not subject to the MN 
DIP. The “Miscellaneous” provisions in the Interconnection Agreement between the Parties addressing the following 
issues are incorporated into this Contract and are fully applicable to this Contract as if set forth in full herein.  Where 
the Interconnection Agreement in the “Miscellaneous” section uses the term “Interconnection Customer”, this shall 
mean the Subscriber Organization for purposes of the present Contract.  Where the Interconnection Agreement in the 
“Miscellaneous” section uses the term “Agreement”, this shall mean this Contract for purposes of the present 
Contract.   
 A.  Force Majeure 
 B.  Notices 
 C.  Assignment 
 D.  Non-Waiver 
 E.  Governing Law and Inclusion of the Company’s Tariffs and Rules 
 F.  Amendment or Modification 
 G.  Entire Agreement  
 H.  Confidential Information 
 I.  Non-Warranty 
 J.  No Partnership 
 
17.B. Miscellaneous. The provisions of this par. 17.B. only apply to those applications that are subject to the MN DIP. 
The following provisions in the MN DIA addressing the following issues are incorporated into this Contract and are 
fully applicable to this Contract as if set forth in full herein. Where the MN DIA uses the term “Interconnection 
Customer”, this shall mean the Subscriber Organization for purposes of the present Contract, and where it uses the 
term “Area EPS Operator” it shall mean the Company. Where the MN DIA uses the term “Agreement”, this shall 
mean this Contract for purposes of the present Contract. References to MN DIA sections below also includes all 
associated sub-sections 

A.  Force Majeure – MN DIA Section 7.6 
B.  Notices – MN DIA Section 13.1 
C.  Assignment – MN DIA Section 7.1 
C.  Non-Waiver – MN DIA Section 12.4 
D.  Governing Law – MN DIA Section 12.1 
E.  Confidential Information – MN DIA Section 9 
F. Amendment or Modification – MN DIA Section 12.2 
G. Entire Agreement – MN DIA Section 12.5 
H.  Non-Warranty – MN DIA Section 7.3 
I.  No Partnership – MN DIA Section 12.7 
J.  Severability – MN DIA Section 12.8 
K.  Subcontractors – MN DIA Section 12.11 
L.  Inclusion of Tariffs – MN DIA Section 12.12 
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18.  Term.  The Term of the Contract shall be the same as for the Interconnection Agreement applicable to the 
Community Solar Garden, and each shall begin when signed by the Parties and end twenty five (25) years after the 
Date of Commercial Operation unless otherwise provided for in this Contract. In the event of termination, or early 
termination of this Contract, applicable provisions shall continue in effect after termination to the extent necessary to 
enforce and complete the duties, obligations or responsibilities of the Parties arising prior to termination and, as 
applicable, to provide for final billings and adjustments related to the period prior to termination, repayment of any 
money due and owing to either Party pursuant to this Contract. 
 
 
 
SIGNATURES 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused two originals of this Contract to be executed by their 
duly authorized representatives. This Contract is effective as of the last date set forth below.  Each Party may sign 
using an electronic signature. Electronic signatures shall have the same effect as original signatures. 

 
 
 

Subscriber Organization 
 

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota 
corporation 

 
By: _________________________________ 
 
Name: _______________________________ 
 
Title: ________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________ 

 
By: ___________________________________ 
 
Name: ________________________________ 
 
Title: __________________________________ 
 
Date: _________________________________ 
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STANDARD CONTRACT FOR 
LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program 

 
THIS CONTRACT is entered into                                       ______ , 20                , by Northern States Power 
Company, a Minnesota corporation and wholly owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy Inc., (hereafter called "Company”) 
and                                                                                                     ___________________ (hereafter called 
“Subscriber Organization”).  Together, the Company and Subscriber Organization are the Parties. 
 

RECITALS 
 
The Subscriber Organization is the operator of a Community Solar Garden with an established or planned solar 
photovoltaic electric generating facility with a nameplate capacity of _____ kilowatts of alternating current (AC), on 
property located at                                                   __________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________(“Community Solar Garden”).  
The Community Solar Garden is a facility that generates electricity by means of a ground mounted or roof mounted 
solar photovoltaic device(s) whereby a Subscriber to the Community Solar Garden receives a Bill Credit for the 
electricity generated in proportion to the size of the Subscription. 
 
The Subscriber Organization is prepared to generate electricity in parallel with the Company. 

 
DEFINITIONS 

 
“Bill Credit” shall mean the dollar amount paid by the Company to each Subscriber as a credit on the Subscriber’s 
retail electric service bill to compensate the Subscriber for its beneficial share of solar photovoltaic electricity 
produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company from the Community Solar Garden.  
 
“Bill Credit Rate” shall mean the then current applicable Average Retail Rate as found in the Company’s rate book 
applicable to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program, which is consistent with Minn. Stat. §216B.1641 
Subd. 8. The Average Retail Rate includes compensation for energy, capacity and RECs associated with Subscribed 
Energy. Accordingly, Average Retail Rate will change over time the term of this Contract and the Bill Credit Rate will be 
based on the then current Bill Credit as provided for in the associated tariff for the LMI Accessible Community Solar 
Garden program Minn. Stat. §216B.1641 Subd. 8. Once a bill credit applies, that Bill Credit applies for the term of the 
Contract. 
 
“Backup subscriber” means an individual or entity that temporarily assumes all or a portion of a Community Solar 
Garden Subscription in the event a subscriber exits the Community Solar Garden or is delinquent in paying the 
Subscriber’s utility bill.  
 
“Battery Energy Storage System” or “BESS” shall mean a commercially available technology that uses chemical 
processes to store energy, including energy generated from renewable resources and energy that would otherwise 
be wasted, and deliver the stored energy for use at a later time. 
 

“Community Solar Garden” or “LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden” program unless context indicates otherwise 
means the same as “Community solar garden” as defined in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641, Subd 2(c), and the term “associated 
tariff” shall mean the Company tariff associated with that program unless if context indicates otherwise. This Contract is 
part of the associated tariff. The associated tariff is part of the electric tariff of the Company. 
 
“Community Solar Garden Allocation” shall mean the monthly allocation, stated in Watts direct current (DC) as a 
portion of the total nameplate capacity of the Community Solar Garden, applicable to each Subscriber’s Subscription 
reflecting each Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic electricity produced by the Community Solar Garden in a 
particular Production Month.   
 
“Company” shall mean Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, doing business as Xcel Energy. 
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“Community Solar Garden Location” is the location of the single point of common coupling for the Community Solar 
Garden associated with the PV System.  Multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be situated in close 
proximity to one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure. This definition should not be used to determine 
whether a Community Solar Garden complies with the Service Territory Requirement. 

 
"Consolidated Billing” is a Subscriber-optional service under Minn. Statute §216B.1641, Subd. 10(c ), whereby the 
Company provides a certain percentage of the Bill Credit Rate to the Subscriber Organization, with the remaining 
portion of the Bill Credit Rate directly payable to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden. 
 
“Date of Commercial Operation” shall mean, after receiving permission from the Department to be in the LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program, the first day of the first full calendar month upon which commercial 
operation is achieved following completion of all Interconnection Agreement requirements and processes and 
following both parties signing the Standard Contract for LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. 
 
"Department” means the Minnesota Department of Commerce, which administers the LMI Accessible Community 
Solar Garden Program. 
 
“House Power” shall mean the electricity needed to assist in the PV System’s generation, including system operation, 
performance monitoring and associated communications, except for energy directly required for the local control and 
safe operation of the PV System.  It also means other electricity used by the Community Solar Garden, such as for 
perimeter lighting, a visitor’s center or any other structures or facilities at the Community Solar Garden Site. 
 
“Interconnection Agreement” shall mean the applicable Interconnection Agreement in Section 10 of the Company’s 
rate book.  
 

“LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements” are based on the provisions in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641 
Subds. 2 through 14. Further, customers who are exempt from the Solar Energy Standard under Minn. Stat. §216.1691, 
subd. 2(f)d, shall not participate or subscribe to Community Solar Gardens. 
 
“Low-to-Moderate-Income Residential Subscriber” or “LMI Residential Subscriber” or “LMI” means a subscriber that, 
at the time of the Community Solar Garden subscription is executed or as approved by the Department, is: (1) a low-
income household, as defined under Minn. Stat. 216B.2402, subdivision 16; or (2) a household whose income is 150 
percent or less of the area median household income.  
 
“Monthly Subscription Information” shall mean the information stored within the Subscriber Management System, as 
timely entered or changed by the Subscriber Organization via the Subscriber Management System, setting forth the 
name, account number and service address each Subscriber holding Subscriptions in the Community Solar Garden, 
and the Community Solar Garden Allocation applicable to each such Subscriber’s Subscription, reflecting each 
Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic energy produced by the Community Solar Garden during a particular 
Production Month. 
 
"M-RETS Program" means the Midwest Renewable Energy Trading System program, MPUC Docket No. E999/CI-04-
1616 and subsequent or related proceedings. 
 
“MN DIA” shall mean the Minnesota Distributed Energy Resource Interconnection Agreement. See Company Section 
10 tariff. 
 
“MN DIP” shall mean the Minnesota Distributed Energy Resource Interconnection Process. See Company Section 10 
tariff. The MN DIA shall be considered to be part of the MN DIP. 
 
“Production Meter” shall mean the meter which will record the energy generated by the PV System only and which 
will be reported on the Subscriber Organization’s bill.  The readings on the Production Meter showing the energy 
generated by the PV System will also be used to determine the RECs generated by the PV System. 
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“Production Month” shall mean the calendar month during which photovoltaic energy is produced by the Community 
Solar Garden’s PV System and delivered to the Company at the Production Meter. 
 
“Public Interest Subscriber” means a Subscriber that demonstrates status as a public or Tribal entity, school, 
nonpublic organization, house of worship, or social service provider.  
 
“PV System” shall mean the solar electric generating facility to be located at the Community Solar Garden, including 
the photovoltaic panels, inverter, output breakers, facilities necessary to connect to the Production Meter, protective 
and associated equipment, improvements, BESS, and other tangible assets, contract rights, easements, rights of 
way, surface use agreements and other interests or rights in real estate reasonably necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the electric generating facility that produces the photovoltaic energy subject to this 
Contract. 
 
“Renewable Energy Credits” or “RECs” are all attributes of an environmental or other nature that are created or 
otherwise arise from the Subscriber Organization’s generation of energy using solar energy as a fuel, including, but 
not limited to, tags, certificates or similar products or rights associated with solar energy as a "green" or "renewable" 
electric generation resource, including any and all environmental air quality credits, emission reductions, off-sets, 
allowances or other benefits related to the generation of energy from the Community Solar Garden PV System that 
reduces, displaces or off-sets emissions resulting from fuel combustion at another location pursuant to any existing or 
future international, federal, state or local legislation or regulation or voluntary agreement, and the aggregate amount 
of credits, offsets or other benefits including any rights, attributes or credits arising from or eligible for consideration in 
the M-RETS program or any similar program pursuant to any international, federal, state or local legislation or 
regulation or voluntary agreement and any renewable energy certificates issued pursuant to any program, information 
system or tracking system associated with the renewable energy generated from the Community Solar Garden PV 
System. RECs do not include any federal, state or local tax credits, cash grants, production incentives or similar tax 
or cash benefits for which Subscriber Organization or the Community Solar Garden PV System are eligible or which 
either receives, or any depreciation, expenses, credits, benefits or other federal, state or local tax treatment for which 
Subscriber Organization or the Community Solar Garden PV System is eligible or that either receives. 
 
“Service Territory Requirement” means that the solar electric generating facility located at the Community Solar Garden is 
entirely located in the service territory of the Company, including the photovoltaic panels, inverter, output breakers, service 
meter, Production Meter, the facilities between the service meter and Production Meter, and the facilities between the 
photovoltaic panels and the Production Meter. 
 
“Subscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System attributable to the Subscribers’ Subscriptions and 
delivered to the Company at the Production Meter on or after the Date of Commercial Operation. 
 
“Subscriber” means a retail customer of the Company who owns one or more Subscriptions of a Community Solar 
Garden interconnected with the Company. 
 
“Subscriber Management System” is the interactive, internet website-based interface (“portal”) maintained by or on 
behalf of the Company through which the Company accepts and manages interconnection applications for the LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. Through this system the Subscriber Organization may enter or 
change the Monthly Subscription Information reflecting updated information for each Subscriber, including any 
changes to any Subscriber’s name, account number, address, Community Solar Garden Allocation and other 
functionality as set forth in the associated tariff or by practice. There may be times in which the parties will need to 
work cooperatively together on a manual workaround to manage applications.  
 
“Subscriber’s Account Information” consists of the Subscriber’s name, account number, service address, telephone 
number, email address, web site URL, information on Subscriber participation in other distributed generation serving 
the premises of the Subscriber, and Subscriber specific Bill Credit(s).  
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“Subscriber Organization” is identified above and shall mean a developer or owner of a Community Solar Garden.  A 
Subscriber Organization may be an individual or any for-profit or non-profit entity permitted by Minnesota law.  
 
“Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data” refers to data collected from the utility Subscriber meters that reflects the 
quantity, quality, or timing of electric usage or electricity production attributable to the Subscriber for the service 
address and account number identified for participation in the Community Solar Garden.  
 
“Subscription” means a contract between a Subscriber and the Subscriber Organization. 
 
“Term of the Contract” means the term of this Contract which shall be the same as for the Interconnection Agreement 
applicable to the Community Solar Garden and shall begin when this Contract is signed by the Parties and end 
twenty-five (25) years after the Date of Commercial Operation unless otherwise provided below.  
 
“Unsubscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System and delivered to the Company at the 
Production Meter which is not Subscribed Energy and also includes electricity generated by the PV System and 
delivered to the Company prior to the Date of Commercial Operation. 
 

 
AGREEMENTS 

 
The Subscriber Organization and the Company agree: 
 
1. Sale of Electricity Generated by the Community Solar Garden.  Effective upon the Date of Commercial Operation, 
the Community Solar Garden shall sell and deliver to the Company at the Production Meter all of the photovoltaic 
energy produced by the PV System.  Payment for the Subscribed Energy which is produced and delivered will be 
solely by a Bill Credit to Subscribers as detailed below.  Payment for Unsubscribed Energy will be paid to the 
Subscriber Organization at the then current Company’s avoided cost rate (found in the Company’s rate book, Rate 
Code A55). The Subscriber Organization shall not sell any photovoltaic energy generated from the PV System, or any 
capacity associated with the PV System, to any person other than the Company during the term of this Contract, and 
the Company shall purchase and own all photovoltaic energy produced by the PV System.  This Contract conveys to 
the Company all energy generated from the PV System and all capacity associated with the PV System for the Term 
of the Contract. 

 
A. The Company will buy (through Bill Credits to the Subscribers) all Subscribed Energy generated by the 

Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company during a particular Production Month at the Bill Credit Rate.   
Each Subscriber to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program will receive a Bill Credit at the Bill Credit 
Rate for electricity generated attributable to the Subscriber’s Subscription.  Each Subscriber will also be charged for 
all electricity consumed by the Subscriber at the applicable rate schedule for sales to that class of customer.  If the 
Bill Credit exceeds the amount owed in any billing period, the excess portion of the Bill Credit in any billing period 
shall be carried forward and credited against all charges. The Company shall purchase all Bill Credits with the billing 
statement which includes the last day in February and restart the credit cycle on the following period with a zero 
credit balance.  Consistent with Minn. R. 7820.3800, Subp. 2, the purchase of the Bill Credits will only be made when 
the Bill Credit amount is more than $1 due for an existing customer or $2 or more due a person or legal entity no 
longer a customer of the Company.   
 

B.   A copy of the presently filed LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program associated tariff of the 
Company’s rate book is attached to this contract. The rates for sales and purchases of Subscribed Energy shall be 
changed updated annually or otherwise as provided by Minn. Stat. 216B.1641, Subd. 8(b) and by order of the 
Commission.  The Subscriber Organization shall comply with all of the rules stated in the Company’s applicable 
electric tariff related to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program and the tariffed version of this Contract, 
as the same may be revised from time to time, or as otherwise allowed by an amendment to this Contract approved, 
or deemed approved, by the Commission.  In the event of any conflict between the terms of this Contract and 
Company’s electric tariff, the provisions of the tariff shall control. 
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C. For the purchases by the Company, the Company shall apply a Bill Credit each billing period to each 
Subscriber’s bill for retail electric service at the Bill Credit Rate based upon the Subscriber’s allocation as set forth in 
the Monthly Subscription Information applicable to the preceding Production Month.  The Production Month to which 
the Bill Credit is applicable shall not necessarily match the billing period for the retail electric service bill in which the 
Bill Credit is applied. 
 

D. For purposes of applying the Bill Credit to each Subscriber’s bill, the Company shall be entitled to rely 
exclusively on the Monthly Subscription Information as timely entered by the Subscriber Organization via the 
Subscriber Management System. The Subscriber Organization is required to have all updates in the system by the 
25th day of each calendar month to be applied for the following calendar month. 
 

E. The correction of any allocation of previously-applied Bill Credits among Subscribers or payments to the 
Subscriber Organization for Unsubscribed Energy, pertaining to a particular month due to any inaccuracy reflected in 
such Monthly Subscription Information with regard to a Subscriber’s Subscription in the PV System and the beneficial 
share of photovoltaic energy produced by the PV System, or the share of Unsubscribed Energy, shall be the full 
responsibility of the Subscriber Organization, unless such inaccuracies are caused by the Company.  
 

F. Once the Company’s Consolidated Billing service becomes available, each Community Solar Garden 
must designate in the Subscriber Management System which Subscribers want Consolidated Billing and must 
designate for each subscriber the percentage of the Subscriber’s Bill Credit Rate that should be credited to the 
Subscriber. The remaining portion of the Bill Credit Rate for each such Subscriber would then be payable to the 
Community Solar Garden. 
 

G. In the event the Company’s IT systems for the payment of Bill Credits has not been developed before the 
Community Solar Garden begins to generate power, the Company shall track earned credits for allocated production 
for each mount power is generated, which will be payable to the Community Solar Garden’s Subscribers or (in the 
case of Unsubscribed Energy) the Community Solar Garden upon completion of the IT system upgrades.  
 
2. RECs. All RECs associated with the Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy produced before and during the 
Term of this Contract shall be assigned to the Company. By participating as a Subscriber Organization under this 
Contract and associated tariff, the Community Solar Garden Operator hereby assigns to Company all right title and 
interest of the Subscriber Organization to all RECs arising out of or associated with the generation of Subscribed 
Energy and Unsubscribed Energy. None of the Subscribers to the Community Solar Garden shall receive any RECs 
associated with the Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy. The Subscriber Organization warrants and 
represents to the Company that it has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all RECs 
associated with such Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy output and/or the ability to transfer good and 
sufficient title of all such RECs to the Company. The Company shall be entitled to all RECs generated by the 
Community Solar Garden PV System for such Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy while the Subscriber 
Organization participates in the service offered in this Contract and associated tariff. The Subscriber Organization 
hereby automatically and irrevocably assigns to the Company all rights, title and authority for Company to register the 
Community Solar Garden Operator’s RECs associated with Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy under the 
terms of this Contract and associated tariff and to and own, hold and manage these RECs associated with the 
Community Solar Garden in the Company’s own name and to the Company’s account, including any rights 
associated with any renewable energy information or tracking system that exists or may be established in Minnesota 
or other jurisdictions (including but not limited to the United States government) with regard to monitoring, registering, 
tracking, certifying, or trading such credits. The Subscriber Organization hereby authorizes Company to act as its 
agent for the purposes of registering, tracking and certifying these RECs and the Company has full authority to hold, 
sell or trade such RECs to its own account of said renewable energy information or tracking systems. Upon the 
request of Company from time to time, at no cost to Company, (i) Subscriber Organization shall deliver or cause to be 
delivered to Company such attestations / certifications of all RECs, and (ii) Subscriber Organization shall provide full 
cooperation in connection with Company’s registration of the Subscriber Organization’s RECs under this Contract 
and associated tariff and certification of RECs. The Company shall own all RECs arising out of or associated with the 
generation of Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy for all purposes and be entitled to use them in any 
manner it chooses. 
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3. House Power.  The Company will sell House Power to the Community Solar Garden under the rate schedule in 
force for the class of customer to which the Subscriber Organization belongs.  The Subscriber Organization shall be 
solely responsible for arranging retail electric service exclusively from the Company in accordance with the 
Company’s Electric Rate Book.  The Subscriber Organization shall obtain House Power solely through separately 
metered retail service and shall not obtain House Power through any other means and waives any regulatory or other 
legal claim or right to the contrary.  Because the Company must purchase from the Community Solar Garden all 
energy generated by the Community Solar Garden, the Community Solar Garden may not use the energy it 
generates to be consumed by it.  It may not net-out or use energy it generates for House Power.  The Parties 
acknowledge and agree that the performance of their respective obligations with respect to House Power shall be 
separate from this Contract and shall be interpreted independently of the Parties’ respective obligations under this 
Contract.  Notwithstanding any other provision in this Contract, nothing with respect to the arrangements for House 
Power shall alter or modify the Subscriber Organization’s or the Company’s rights, duties and obligations under this 
Contract.  This Contract shall not be construed to create any rights between the Subscriber Organization and the 
Company with respect to the arrangements for House Power. 
 
4. Title, Risk of Loss, and Warranty of Title.  As between the Parties, the Subscriber Organization shall be deemed to 
be in control of the photovoltaic energy output from the PV System up to and until delivery and receipt by the 
Company at the Production Meter and the Company shall be deemed to be in control of such energy from and after 
delivery and receipt at such Production Meter.  Title and risk of loss related to the photovoltaic energy shall transfer to 
the Company at the Production Meter.  The Community Solar Garden warrants and represents to the Company that it 
has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all photovoltaic energy output and/or the ability to 
transfer good and sufficient title of same to the Company.  
 
5.  Interconnection Requirements.  The Subscriber Organization must sign the applicable Interconnection Agreement 
under Section 10 of the Company’s rate book and comply with all of the terms and conditions of that Interconnection 
Agreement except as otherwise specified in this Contract. Metering Charges and Requirements are as set forth in the 
Company’s Section 10 tariff. A Company-owned meter is required to be installed at each service location associated 
with each Community Solar Garden generation source subject to this Contract and associated tariff. The meter is 
located at the main service and will record energy delivered to the Subscriber Organization from the Company, and 
also will record energy produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company. Subscriber 
Organization will provide all meter housing and socket replacement and rewiring to install the meter. Subscriber 
Organization shall be charged monthly the metering charge for the main service meter. Maintenance and Repair of 
the PV System, Company access to the PV System site, disconnections and emergency shut-offs, shall be consistent 
with the Section 10 tariff. Any applicant to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program cannot place its 
interconnection application on hold while it awaits any action from the Department to make a determination on 
whether it will be accepted to be part of the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program.  
 
6. Code Compliance. The Subscriber Organization shall be responsible for ensuring that the PV System equipment 
installed at the Community Solar Garden meets all applicable codes, standards, and regulatory requirements at the 
time of installation and throughout its operation. The Subscriber Organization is also solely responsible for the proper 
and safe disposal of the PV System, and the Company has no responsibility on these issues.  
 
7. Participation Fee. Each year, the Subscriber Organization will submit a participation fee specified in the Company’s 
LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden associated tariff to the Company for ongoing costs incurred of 
administering the Community Solar Garden Program. The participation fee may be changed at any time with the 
approval of the Commission.  
 
8. Disclosure of Production Information. In order for the Company to carry out its responsibilities in applying Bill 
Credits to each Subscriber’s bills for electric service, the Company is permitted to provide access or otherwise 
disclose and release to any Subscriber any and all production data related to the PV System in its possession and 
information regarding the total Bill Credits applied by the Company with respect to the PV System and any 
information pertaining to a Subscriber’s Subscription. Any additional detailed information requested by a Subscriber 
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shall be provided only upon the Subscriber Organization’s consent in writing or email to the Company, or unless the 
Commission or the Department requests that the Company provides such information to the Subscriber. 
 
9. Disclosure of Community Solar Garden Information. The Company may publicly disclose the Community Solar 
Garden Location, Subscriber Organization, nameplate AC capacity and generation data of the Community Solar 
Garden. Additionally, the Company will periodically provide a bill message to Subscribers clarifying that questions or 
concerns related to their Subscription should be directed to the Subscriber Organization or Department, including a 
statement that the Subscriber Organization is solely responsible for resolving any disputes with the Department, 
Company or the Subscriber about the accuracy of the Community Solar Garden production and that the Company is 
solely responsible for resolving any disputes with the Subscriber about the applicable rate used to determine the 
amount of the Bill Credit. 
 
10. Certain Tax and Securities Law Issues.  The Company makes no warranty or representation concerning the 
taxable consequences, if any, to Subscriber Organization or its Subscribers with respect to its Bill Credits to the 
Subscribers for participation in the Community Solar Garden.  Additionally, the Company makes no warranty or 
representation concerning the implication of any federal or state securities laws on how Subscriptions to the 
Community Solar Garden are handled.  The Subscriber Organization and Subscribers are urged to seek professional 
advice regarding these issues. 

 
11. Full Cooperation with the Commission, Department, and Minnesota Office of the Attorney General.  The Parties 
agree to fully cooperate with any request for information from the Commission, the Department, or the Minnesota 
Office of the Attorney General (OAG) pertaining in any way to the Community Solar Garden and will provide such 
information upon request in a timely manner. To the extent to which any request calls for producing a specific 
Subscriber’s Account Information, Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, such information shall be provided 
and marked as Trade Secret or Confidential Information. 
 
12. Requirements Applicable to the Subscriber Organization.  The Subscriber Organization must comply with all 
requirements set forth in this Contract, including all of the following:  
 

A. General. The Subscriber Organization must comply with the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden 
Statutory Requirements, requirements of this Contract and associated tariff, with all policies of the Department, and 
with all orders of the Commission relating to the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. The Company is 
not required to check for compliance with the requirements set forth in any of these, but it shall provide Bill Credits 
under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641, Subd. 8, as provided for in the associated tariff for the LMI Accessible Community 
Solar Garden program, and provide credits to nonsubscribers provide under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641, Subd. 11, as 
described in that tariff. 

 
B. Required Use of the Company’s Subscriber Management System.  The Subscriber Organization must 

use the Company’s Subscriber Management System to submit an application for a Community Solar Garden and to 
manage Subscribers and Subscriptions. An applicant must apply to the Department, and the Department must 
approve that application, before an applicant can participate in the Community Solar Garden Program.  

 
C. Subscriber Information. The Subscriber Organization shall issue Subscriptions in the PV System only to 

eligible retail electric service customers of the Company and provide to the Company in the Subscriber Management 
System the name, account number, service address and other information detailed in the associated tariff for the LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden program attributable to each Subscription and the Community Solar Garden 
Allocation for each Subscriber’s Subscription stated in Watts direct current (DC). The Subscriber Organization shall 
take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly providing a Subscriber’s 
Account Information, Subscriber Energy Usage Data, or Bill Credits. The Subscriber Organization will not disclose 
such information to third parties, other than to the Commission, the Department, or the Minnesota Office of Attorney 
General, unless the Subscriber has provided explicit informed consent, or such disclosure is compelled by law or 
regulation.  
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1. For each subscription, the Subscriber Organization must designate in the Subscriber 
Management System the “Subscriber Type” for each Subscriber – e.g., LMI, Residential Non-LMI, Master-
metered affordable housing, Public Interest Subscriber that is small general service customer, Public 
Interest Subscriber that is a general service commercial customer, other commercial customer, or Backup 
Subscriber.  

 
2. Once Consolidated Billing becomes available, each Community Solar Garden must designate in 

the Subscriber Management System which Subscribers want Consolidated Billing and must designate for 
each such Subscriber the percentage of the Subscriber’s Bill Credit Rate that should be credited to the 
Subscriber. The remaining portion of the Bill Credit for each such Subscriber would then be payable to the 
Community Solar Garden. 

 
3. The Company is under no obligation to audit, validate, or correct any information provided by the 

Subscriber Organization. In the event that the Subscriber Organization provides information, with a result 
that the Bill Credits provided were higher than would have been authorized had correct information been 
entered, then the Company shall provide the Subscriber Organization with a written Notice of the 
overpayment and upon receipt these amounts will be credited to the fuel clause. The Subscriber 
Organization shall have up to thirty (30) days to cure the overpayment of bill credits. If the overpayment is 
not cured within the thirty (30) days, the Company may utilize the procedures set forth in Section 15. 
Consistent with Minn. R. 7820.3800, subp. 3, the Company can demand payment from the Subscriber 
Organization of the excessively paid Bill Credits going back to a period beginning one year from the 
discovery. Failure of the Subscriber Organization to timely make these payments shall be considered a 
breach of this Contract. 

 
4. The Department has oversight on Subscriber information. The Department shall be allowed to 

audit the Subscriber information in the Subscriber Management System. The Company has no duty to audit 
or correct any improper LMI designation nor any improper back-up subscriber designation. The Department 
may make a determination that a developer has not properly entered information or has entered incorrect 
information, and can similarly request that the Company demand the Subscriber Organization to make 
payment consistent with the provisions in par. 3 above.  

 
5. For example, if the Community Solar Garden has submitted subscription information for a 

subscriber and for a given month has designated that Subscriber as a “back-up” subscriber, then the 
Company can rely on that designation in providing Bill Credits and benefits under the PV Demand Credit 
Rider. If that designation as a “back-up” subscriber is incorrect, such as less than 50% of the subscribed 
capacity is for LMI customers or if that subscriber subscribed to more than 15 percent of the Community 
Solar Garden’s capacity for more than 12 consecutive months, then the Company can rely on that 
designation. However, if the Department notifies the Company that the designation has been incorrect for a 
given month, the Department request that the Company demand from the Subscriber Organization the Bill 
Credits and PV Demand Credits provided that were above the appropriate amounts. 

 
D. Subscription Transfers. Subscriptions may be transferred or sold to any person or entity who qualifies to 

be a Subscriber. A Subscriber may change the premise or account number that the Community Solar Garden energy 
is attributed to, as long as the Subscriber continues to qualify. Any transfer of Subscriptions needs to be coordinated 
through the Subscriber Organization, who in turn needs to provide the required updated information in the Applicable 
Application System within thirty (30) days of the transfer.  

 
E. Updating Subscriber Information. On or before five (5) business days immediately preceding the first day 

of each Production Month, the Subscriber Organization shall provide to the Company any and all changes to the 
Monthly Subscription Information, by entering new or updating previously-entered data through the use of the 
Subscriber Management System. Such data to be entered or changed by the Subscriber Organization shall include 
additions, deletions or changes to the listing of Subscribers holding Subscriptions in the PV System, including any 
changes to the Subscriber’s account number and service address attributable to each Subscription and the 
Community Solar Garden Allocation for each Subscriber’s Subscription, stated in Watts DC.  
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F. Responsibility for Verification. The Subscriber Organization shall verify that each Subscriber is eligible to 

be a Subscriber in the Community Solar Garden and that the Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements are 
met. This provision does not prevent the Department from establishing its own process on how it will oversee 
subscriptions and its role in the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program. 

 
G. Delivery of Signed Subscriber Agency Agreement from Each Subscriber. For each Subscriber, there 

must be a completed and fully-executed Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form (as set forth in the 
Company’s associated tariff for the LMI Accessible Community Solar Garden Program) which is delivered to the 
Company prior to the Date of Commercial Operation, or prior to adding each Subscriber. This includes the data 
privacy practices of the Company. These are set forth on the sheets of the associated tariff with a header stating “LMI 
Accessible Community Solar Garden Program - Subscriber Agency Agreement and Privacy Policies”. The Subscriber 
Organization shall provide a copy of these privacy policies, as updated, to each Subscriber. 

 
13.  Remedies for Breach.  In the event of any breach of this Contract by either Party, then the other Party shall have 
available to it any other remedy provided for in this Contract and any or all of the following remedies which can be 
used either singularly or cumulatively. 
 

a. In the event there is a breach resulting in some production from the Community Solar Garden being 
assigned in excess of a Subscriber’s allowable Subscription under the Community Solar Garden Statutory 
Requirements, then the Company may treat this excess as Unsubscribed Energy and not provide a Bill Credit to any 
Subscriber for any such excess production. 

 
b. For any breach of this Contract by the Subscriber Organization:  
 

i. At any time the Company seeks a remedy for any breach of this Contract it shall provide in 
writing a Notice to the Subscriber Organization to remedy the breach within thirty (30) days. 
 
ii. If after the thirty (30) days provided for in the Notice the Subscriber Organization is still not 
in compliance with this Contract, then the Company shall have the right to request by written 
Notice to disconnect the Community Solar Garden from its network if the Subscriber 
Organization is not in compliance with the Contract within thirty (30) days.  The Company 
shall send copies of the Notice of Disconnection to Subscriber Organization, all Subscribers 
of the Community Solar Garden, the Department, OAG and Commission.  
 
iii. The Subscriber Organization, the Department, OAG, and/or Commission may object in 
writing to the Notice of Disconnection within thirty (30) days.  Copies of any written objection 
shall be provided to all of the above entities.  An objection to the Notice of Disconnection will 
trigger Section 15 of this Contract.  

 
iv. If the Subscriber Organization, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, OAG and/or 
Commission do not object to the Notice of Disconnection, the Company is authorized to 
physically disconnect the Community Solar Garden pursuant to this Notice of Disconnection 
without providing further notice.  No Bill Credits will be applied for any production occurring 
during physical disconnection.  If within ninety (90) days of any such disconnection, the 
Subscriber Organization returns to being in compliance with the Contract, then the Company 
will reconnect the Community Solar Garden to its network.  Any periods of disconnection will 
not extend the Term of the Contract.  The Subscriber Organization will be financially 
responsible for the Company’s costs of sending crews to disconnect and reconnect the 
Community Solar Garden to the Company’s network. The Department may provide other 
remedies for any such breach. 
 
v. If ninety (90) or more consecutive days elapse during which the Community Solar Garden 
has been disconnected or has otherwise not been in compliance with this Contract, then the 

Docket No. E002/CI-23-0335 
Non-Consensus Changes 

Attachment C: 9 of 12



Company shall have the right to request to terminate this Contract by written notice to the 
Subscriber Organization.  The Company shall send copies of any Notice requesting 
termination to all Subscribers of the Community Solar Garden, the Department, OAG and 
Commission.  If the Notice is objected to within thirty (30) days by the Subscriber 
Organization, the Department, and/or OAG, Section 15 of this agreement shall apply.  Any 
request to terminate the Contract must be approved by the Commission, and there is no 
further obligation of the Parties to perform hereunder following the effective date of such 
termination except as set forth in Section 18 of this Contract.   

 
c. For any breach of the Interconnection Agreement, the Company shall also have all remedies provided for 

in Section 10 of the Company’s rate book, or as otherwise provided for in the Interconnection Agreement.  In the 
event this results in disconnection or termination of the Interconnection Agreement, the Company shall provide notice 
to the Department, OAG and Commission. In the event that Community Solar Garden has been disconnected under 
the terms of the Interconnection Agreement and/or the Interconnection Agreement has been terminated, then the 
Company shall have the right to request to terminate this Contract by written notice to the Subscriber Organization, 
with no further obligation of the Parties to perform hereunder following the effective date of such termination.  The 
Company shall send copies of any Notice requesting termination of this Contract to all Subscribers of the Community 
Solar Garden, the Department, OAG and Commission.  If the Notice is objected to within thirty (30) days by the 
Subscriber Organization, the Department, and/or OAG, Section 15 of this agreement shall apply. Any request to 
terminate this Contract must be approved by the Commission.  

  
d. In the event of an alleged breach of this Contract by the Subscriber Organization for which the Company 

sends a Notice pursuant to Section 13(b)(ii) above, Company shall also send a copy of the Notice as soon as 
practicable to any financing party for the Community Solar Garden whose contact information has been provided to 
the Company. Any such financing party shall have the right to cure the alleged breach within the cure period provided 
in Section 13(b)(ii) and Company agrees to accept any such cure as if made by the Subscriber Organization. The 
Company shall be under no obligation to provide any such financing party with any information that would violate the 
Data Privacy Policies set forth in the associated tariff. The Company shall be under no obligation to provide any such 
financing party with any information it may have which is confidential to the Subscriber Organization unless the 
Subscriber Organization has provided written consent to the Company permitting the release to the financing party of 
such confidential information. 

 
e. In the event of any breach of this Contract by Company, the Subscriber Organization shall provide 

Company with a written Notice of the breach. Company shall have up to thirty (30) days to cure the breach. If the 
breach is not cured within the thirty (30) days, the Subscriber Organization may utilize the procedures set forth in 
Section 15. If the breach results in Bill Credits not being issued to one or more individual Subscribers, in the absence 
of a cure by Company within the allowed time following the Notice, the applicable Subscriber(s) may also seek a 
remedy for any past due Bill Credits from the Commission pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions of Section 15 
of this Contract. 

 
14. Limitation of Liability 
 

A) Each Party shall at all times indemnify, defend, and save the other Party harmless from any and all 
damages, losses, claims, including claims and actions relating to injury or death of any person or damage to property, 
costs and expenses, reasonable attorneys’ fees and court costs, arising out of or resulting from the Party’s 
performance of its obligations under this agreement, except to the extent that such damages, losses or claims were 
caused by the negligence or intentional acts of the other Party. 

 
B) Each Party’s liability to the other Party for failure to perform its obligations under this Contract shall be 

limited to the amount of direct damage actually incurred. In no event shall either Party be liable to the other Party for 
any punitive, incidental, indirect, special, or consequential damages of any kind whatsoever, including for loss of 
business opportunity or profits, regardless of whether such damages were foreseen. 

 

Docket No. E002/CI-23-0335 
Non-Consensus Changes 

Attachment C: 10 of 12



C) Notwithstanding any other provision, with respect to the Company’s duties or performance or lack of 
performance under this Contract, the Company’s liability to the Subscriber Organization shall be limited as set forth in 
the Company’s rate book and terms and conditions for electric service, and shall not be affected by the terms of this 
Contract.  There are no third-party beneficiaries of any Company duty under this Contract other than the Company’s 
duty to Subscribers to issue Bill Credits as set forth in this Contract, and the duty to a financing party under Section 
13.d. of this Contract.  
 
15. Dispute Resolution 
 

A) Each Party agrees to attempt to resolve all disputes arising hereunder promptly, equitably and in a good 
faith manner. 

 
B) In the event a dispute arises under this Contract between the Parties, and if it cannot be resolved by the 

Parties within thirty (30) days after written notice of the dispute to the other Party, then the Parties may refer the 
dispute for resolution to the Department or Commission, as applicable, each of which shall maintain continuing 
jurisdiction over the issue. 
 
16. Power Purchase Agreement. The separately executed power purchase agreement referenced in the Section 10 
tariff for the purchase of power exported by the Subscriber Organization to the Company is not needed.  Instead, this 
Contract and associated tariff shall govern the terms for the power exported by the Subscriber Organization to the 
Company. 

  
17.A. Miscellaneous. The provisions of this par. 17.A. only apply to those applications that are not subject to the MN 
DIP. The “Miscellaneous” provisions in the Interconnection Agreement between the Parties addressing the following 
issues are incorporated into this Contract and are fully applicable to this Contract as if set forth in full herein.  Where 
the Interconnection Agreement in the “Miscellaneous” section uses the term “Interconnection Customer”, this shall 
mean the Subscriber Organization for purposes of the present Contract.  Where the Interconnection Agreement in the 
“Miscellaneous” section uses the term “Agreement”, this shall mean this Contract for purposes of the present 
Contract.   
 A.  Force Majeure 
 B.  Notices 
 C.  Assignment 
 D.  Non-Waiver 
 E.  Governing Law and Inclusion of the Company’s Tariffs and Rules 
 F.  Amendment or Modification 
 G.  Entire Agreement  
 H.  Confidential Information 
 I.  Non-Warranty 
 J.  No Partnership 
 
17.B. Miscellaneous. The provisions of this par. 17.B. only apply to those applications that are subject to the MN DIP. 
The following provisions in the MN DIA addressing the following issues are incorporated into this Contract and are 
fully applicable to this Contract as if set forth in full herein. Where the MN DIA uses the term “Interconnection 
Customer”, this shall mean the Subscriber Organization for purposes of the present Contract, and where it uses the 
term “Area EPS Operator” it shall mean the Company. Where the MN DIA uses the term “Agreement”, this shall 
mean this Contract for purposes of the present Contract. References to MN DIA sections below also includes all 
associated sub-sections 

A.  Force Majeure – MN DIA Section 7.6 
B.  Notices – MN DIA Section 13.1 
C.  Assignment – MN DIA Section 7.1 
C.  Non-Waiver – MN DIA Section 12.4 
D.  Governing Law – MN DIA Section 12.1 
E.  Confidential Information – MN DIA Section 9 
F. Amendment or Modification – MN DIA Section 12.2 
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G. Entire Agreement – MN DIA Section 12.5 
H.  Non-Warranty – MN DIA Section 7.3 
I.  No Partnership – MN DIA Section 12.7 
J.  Severability – MN DIA Section 12.8 
K.  Subcontractors – MN DIA Section 12.11 
L.  Inclusion of Tariffs – MN DIA Section 12.12 

 
18.  Term.  The Term of the Contract shall be the same as for the Interconnection Agreement applicable to the 
Community Solar Garden, and each shall begin when signed by the Parties and end twenty five (25) years after the 
Date of Commercial Operation unless otherwise provided for in this Contract. In the event of termination, or early 
termination of this Contract, applicable provisions shall continue in effect after termination to the extent necessary to 
enforce and complete the duties, obligations or responsibilities of the Parties arising prior to termination and, as 
applicable, to provide for final billings and adjustments related to the period prior to termination, repayment of any 
money due and owing to either Party pursuant to this Contract. 
 
 
 
SIGNATURES 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused two originals of this Contract to be executed by their 
duly authorized representatives. This Contract is effective as of the last date set forth below.  Each Party may sign 
using an electronic signature. Electronic signatures shall have the same effect as original signatures. 

 
 
 

Subscriber Organization 
 

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota 
corporation 

 
By: _________________________________ 
 
Name: _______________________________ 
 
Title: ________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________ 

 
By: ___________________________________ 
 
Name: ________________________________ 
 
Title: __________________________________ 
 
Date: _________________________________ 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Joshua DePauw, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
DOCKET NO. E002/CI-23-0335 
     
 
Dated this 26th day of September 2024 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
Joshua DePauw  
Regulatory Administrator 
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