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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON APPLICATION COMPLETENESS  
AND VARIANCE REQUEST 

Issued: August 18, 2023  
 

In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Proposed 345-kV Brookings 
County – Lyon County and Helena – Hampton Second Circuit Project 
 
PUC Docket Number:  E-002/CN-23-200 

  
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes September 1, 2023 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes September 8, 2023 at 4:30pm 

   Supplemental comment period closes September 15, 2023 at 4:30pm 
 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 
Topics Open for Comment:   

• Does the certificate of need application contain the information required under Minn. R. 
7849.0220, subp. 2?1 

• Are there any contested issues of fact with respect to the representations made in the 
application? 

• Should the application be evaluated using the Commission’s informal process or referred 
to the Office of Administrative Hearings for contested case proceedings? 

• Should the Commission delegate administrative authority to the Executive Secretary to 
issue the Delegation of Authority to the Applicant for SHPO consultation as reflected in 
Attachment A of this notice? 

• Should the Commission approve Xcel’s Variance Request to not file 13 copies of this, and 
future, Certificate of Need applications with the Commission? 

• What additional procedural processes should be applied to the review of the application? 

 

 
1 In an order issued on July 12, 2023 (Document ID 20237-197416-01), the Commission exempted certain 
application data requirements and/or required alternative data.  
 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

http://mn.gov/puc
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=viewDocument&documentId=%7b00F14A89-0000-C21A-BF19-6EEB9B45D812%7d&documentTitle=20237-197416-01&userType=public
wseuffer
Seuffert
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Project Background: The proposed Project involves installing separate second 345 kV circuits on 
double-circuit-capable structures on the Western Segment and Eastern Segment, which were 
initially constructed as part of the Original Brookings Line (see Commission Docket 08-1474). The 
second circuit will be installed on the Western and Eastern Segments. The Lyon County – Helena 
segment was originally constructed with the second circuit installed. 
 
The Western and Eastern Segments of the Project will, collectively, be approximately 98.5 miles 
long. The Western Segment is approximately 59.5 miles and will require reconfiguring an existing 
line at the Steep Bank Lake Substation to avoid the second circuit crossing the existing 
transmission line. This reconfiguration will involve adding one structure outside of the Steep Bank 
Lake Substation but within the existing right-of-way. The Eastern Segment is approximately 39 
miles and will require rerouting around the Chub Lake Substation. The Company will construct two 
new dead-end structures on foundations on the south side of the Chub Lake Substation to avoid 
the second circuit having to go over the top of the Chub Lake Substation. The Company will also 
install eight new poles in the Eastern Segment to maintain the transmission line’s low profile near 
an airport. 
 
Xcel indicated that the Project is needed to relieve current transmission congestion in this area. 
The Company plans to place the Western Segment in service by September 1, 2024, and the 
Eastern Segment in service by September 15, 2025. 
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to efile documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
 
Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/, and follow the instructions. 

Email:              consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101  
 
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets Project Database, enter the year (23) and the docket 
number (200), and select Search. 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets/
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Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Michael Kaluzniak, at mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257. 
 

 
 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 
651-201-2246. 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications 
Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  
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Attachment A 
 

August 18, 2023 
 

TO: Monsherra S. Blank, Director, Regulatory and Strategic Analysis 
 Xcel Energy  
 414 Nicollet Mall 
 Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 

 
FROM: Will Seuffert 

Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

 
Re:  Delegation of Authority for Consultation under Minn. Stat. § 138.665; In the Matter of the 

Application of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Proposed 345 kV Brookings 
County – Lyon County and Helena – Hampton Second Circuit; MPUC Docket 23-200. 

 

Through this delegation, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) intends to 
formalize the role of the Commission, the Department of Commerce—Energy Environmental 
Review and Analysis (“DOC-EERA”), and the above listed Applicant for a Certificate of Need for a 
High-Voltage Transmission Line (as defined in Minn. Stat. § 216E.01, subd. 4) relative to the 
Commission’s statutory responsibilities under Minn. Stat. § 138.665 to consult with the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). 

In order to streamline the Commission's compliance with Minn. Stat. § 138.665, the Commission 
hereby authorizes the Applicant to initiate consultation with SHPO pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
138.665. Effective immediately, the Applicant and its authorized representatives may consult 
with SHPO to initiate review and consultation. Specifically, the Applicant is authorized to gather 
information to identify, and reevaluate if warranted, designated historic properties, and to work 
in coordination with other interested entities, including Tribal Nations and DOC-EERA, to assess 
the effects of proposed projects on designated historic properties as described in Minn. Stat. § 
138.665. As appropriate, as part of its environmental review, DOC-EERA will coordinate with 
SHPO in evaluating the potential effect of alternative sites and routes on historic properties as 
described in Minn. Stat. § 138.665. 
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The Commission sits in a quasi-judicial capacity and makes siting and routing decisions based solely 
on the administrative record developed and the comments and information submitted by the 
parties and participants to Commission proceedings. The Commission is also subject to 
Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13D, which requires that Commission meetings 
be open to the public and the record be publicly available. Ex parte communications with 
Commissioners are prohibited, and Commissioners hear from interested entities and people on-
the-record, either through written filings or at agenda meetings that are open to the public. 

 
Accordingly, at the time the Applicant submits its prehearing testimony prior to the public hearing 
on the project, the Applicant shall file a compliance filing informing the Commission of the status 
of consultation with SHPO. This compliance filing should demonstrate that consultation has 
occurred, whether the proposed project will affect designated properties, and if so, identify any 
permit terms and conditions agreed upon by the applicant and SHPO to avoid or mitigate any 
adverse effects on the designated or listed properties. The Applicant should attach to its 
compliance filing a letter obtained from SHPO confirming that consultation has occurred and 
detailing any comments, concerns, and/or recommendations regarding the project from SHPO. 
If SHPO objects to the proposed project, this letter should detail SHPO’s objection and any 
proposed permit terms and conditions that, if adopted, would resolve its objection. If SHPO’s 
objection cannot be addressed through appropriate permit terms and conditions, the SHPO may 
request mediation as provided for in Minn. Stat. § 138.665. 

Notwithstanding this delegation of authority, the Commission retains ultimate responsibility for 
consultation under Minn. Stat. § 138.665 and for determining whether to permit the high-voltage 
transmission line. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Michael Kaluzniak at Mike.Kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 
651-201- 2257. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Mai Choua Xiong, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON APPLICATION COMPLETENESS AND VARIANCE 
REQUEST

Docket Number E002/CN-23-200 
Dated this 18th day of August, 2023 

/s/ Mai Choua Xiong 
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Government Contacts

Robert L Larsen robert.larsen@lowersioux.c
om

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

PO Box 308
										39527 Reservation
Highway 1
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Vernelle Lussier vernelle.lussier@redlakena
tion.org

Red Lake Nation 15484 Migizi Drive
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Shena Matrious Shena.Matrious@millelacs
band.com

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56349

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Jacob McArthur Jacob.McArthur@whiteeart
h-nsn.gov

White Earth Nation PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56569

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

April McCormick aprilm@grandportage.com Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Jeremy McLaughlin jeremym@uppersiouxcom
munity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community N/A Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Wendy Merrill wendy.merrill@millelacsba
nd.com

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe N/A Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Valentina Mgeni Valentina.Mgeni@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

Prairie Island Indian
Community
										5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Cole W. Miller cole.miller@shakopeedakot
a.org

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community
										2330 Sioux Trail NW
										Prior Lake,
										MN
										55372

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Travis Morrision travis.morrison@boisforte-
nsn.gov

Bois Forte Band of
Chippewa

Bois Forte Tribal
Government
										5344 Lakeshore Drive
										Nett Lake,
										MN
										55772

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Robert Moyer, Jr. rmoyer@boisforte-nsn.gov Bois Forte Band of
Chippewa Tribal
Government

5344 Lakeshore Drive
										
										Nett Lake,
										MN
										55772

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Christopher Murray christopher.murray@llojibw
e.net

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Dr NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Sonny Myers smyers@1854treatyauthorit
y.org

1854 Treaty Authority 4428 Haines Rd
										
										Duluth,
										MN
										55811-1524

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Joseph OBrien joey.obrien@lowersioux.co
m

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

39527 Highway 1
										
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Kevin OKeefe kevin.okeefe@lowersioux.c
om

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

39527 Highway 1
										
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Earl Pendleton earl.pendleton@lowersioux
.com

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

39527 Highway 1
										
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Joe Plumer joe.plumer@redlakenation.
org

Red Lake Nation 15484 Migizi Drive
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Robert Prescott robert.prescott@lowersioux
.com

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

39527 Highway 1
										
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Gov Relations govt.relations@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe N/A Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Bill Rudnicki bill.rudnicki@shakopeedak
ota.org

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community
										2330 Sioux Trail NW
										Prior Lake,
										MN
										55372

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Miranda Sam Miranda.Sam@lowersioux.
com

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

39527 Reservation
Highway 1
										PO Box 308
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Adam Savariego adams@uppersiouxcommu
nity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane PO Box
147
										
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Jessie Seim jessie.seim@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Darrell Seki, Sr. dseki@redlakenation.org Red Lake Nation 15484 Migizi Drive
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Mike Smith icecrackingswamp@gmail.
com

White Earth Nation PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56569

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Joel Smith jsmith@mnchippewatribe.o
rg

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe PO Box 217
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Nizhoni Smith nizhoni.smith@lowersioux.
com

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

PO Box 308
										39527 Reservation
Highway 1
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Roger Smith, Sr. RogerMSmithSr@fdlrez.co
m

Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Eugene Sommers eugene.sommers@whiteea
rth-nsn.gov

White Earth Nation PO BOX 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Marie Spry mariespry@grandportage.c
om

Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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LeRoy Staples Fairbanks III leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.ne
t

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Toby Stephens tobys@grandportage.com Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa

PO BOX 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Samuel Strong Sam.strong@redlakenation
.org

Red Lake Nation 15484 Migizi Drive
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Camille Tanhoff kamip@uppersiouxcommu
nity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane
										PO BOX 147
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Joe Tonihka Joe.Tonihka@whiteearth-
nsn.gov

White Earth Nation PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56569

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Caralyn Trutna carrie@uppersiouxcommun
ity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community Upper Sioux Community
										P.O. Box 147
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										55372

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Heather Westra heather.westra@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Steve White steve.white@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Cody Whitebear cody.whitebear@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Virgil Wind virgil.wind@millelacsband.c
om

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56359

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Laurie York laurie.york@whiteearth-
nsn.gov

White Earth Reservation
Business Committee

PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Ian Young IanYoung@FDLREZ.COM Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Jaime Arsenault jaime.arsenault@whiteeart
h-nsn.gov

White Earth PO BOX 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Benjamin Benoit Ben.Benoit@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Dr
										
										Cass Lakle,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Kade Ferris kade.ferris@redlakenation.
org

Red Lake Region PO Box 274
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Mary Ann Gagnon maryanng@grandportage.c
om

Grand Portage Band of
Ojibwe

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Ashley Harrison ashley.harrison@llojibwe.n
et

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Dr NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Rob Hull thpo@grandportage.com Grand Portage Band of
Ojibwe

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Samantha J Odegard samanthao@uppersiouxco
mmunity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Tribal
Community

PO Box 147
										
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Evan Schroeder evanschroeder@fdlrez.com Fond du Lac Band of
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Cheyanne St. John cheyanne.stjohn@lowersio
ux.com

Lower Sioux Tribal
Community

39527 Reservation Hwy 1
										
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Jaylen Strong jaylen.strong@boisforte-
nsn.gov

Bois Forte Tribal
Government

1500 Bois Forte Road
										
										Tower,
										MN
										55790

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices
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Leonard Wabasha leonard.wabasha@shakop
eedakota.org

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community

2300 Tiwahe Circle
										
										Shakopee,
										MN
										55379

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Noah White noah.white@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Mike Wilson Mike.Wilson@millelacsban
d.com

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Dr
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56359

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices
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