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 BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

  
  
Beverly Jones Heydinger  Chair 
David C. Boyd Commissioner 
Nancy Lange Commissioner 
Dan Lipschultz Commissioner 
Betsy Wergin Commissioner 

  
   

In the Matter of a Petition by Frontier 
Communications of Minnesota, Inc. for 
Approval of its Revised Alternative Regulation 
(AFOR) Plan 

ISSUE DATE:  October 10, 2014 
 
DOCKET NO.  P-405/AR-14-735 
   
ORDER ADOPTING PROCEDURES 
AND REQUIRING SETTLEMENT 
CONFERENCE 

 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

 

On August 29, 2014, Frontier Communications of Minnesota (Frontier) filed a Notice of Proposed 

New Alternative Form of Regulation (AFOR) Plan. Frontier proposed the new AFOR plan to 

succeed its existing AFOR plan, which expires on March 1, 2015. 

 

On October 2, 2014, the Commission met to establish procedures for developing the record and 

acting on the Company’s proposal. Frontier and the Minnesota Department of Commerce (the 

Department) appeared at the meeting. 

 

The parties present concurred in the procedural framework below. 

 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

Minn. Stat. § 237.764 sets forth general procedures for adopting, renewing, and modifying AFOR 

plans. Among other things, the statute provides for a settlement conference to encourage 

settlement or stipulation of issues, public meetings as necessary, expedited proceedings under 

Minn. Stat § 237.61, and a six-month timeline for resolution unless the petitioner and the 

Commission agree otherwise. 

 

At the October 2 hearing, all parties present agreed that the procedural framework articulated 

below was reasonable and supported its adoption. The Commission concurs; it is essentially the 

same framework used in other recent AFOR cases, and it has proven workable and efficient. The 

Commission will adopt it, as set forth in the ordering paragraphs. Further, the Commission will 

delegate to the Executive Secretary the authority to vary time periods or require other procedures 

as necessary to facilitate final action on the case by the statutory deadline. 

 

Finally, it is likely that parties to the case will request a protective order to govern the treatment 

and disclosure of confidential information. The Commission will, by separate order, appoint a lead 
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Commissioner under Minn. Stat. § 216A.03, subd. 9, to act on such requests. 

 

ORDER 

 

1. By October 13, 2014, Frontier shall post its petition, any public meetings determined to be 

required by the Commission, and the case timetable and any other pertinent information 

on its website. 

2. Frontier shall post notice on the public portion of its website as well as in the area where 

normal communications occur with telecommunications carriers with which it has an 

interconnection agreement. 

3. Frontier shall serve notice on all retail customers within 45 days after the notice is 

approved by the Executive Secretary. The customer notice must be developed with the 

Department and Commission staff, and contain information about the availability of the 

Plan details and the ability to post comments and questions through the Commission’s 

website. 

4. Within 10 days of the date of this Order, any interested person wishing to be on the service 

list shall file a Declaration of Interest form (Appendix A). 

5. Within 10 days of the date of this Order, any interested person wishing to intervene as a 

party shall file a petition to intervene. 

6. Within 10 days of the date of this Order, any proposed protective orders shall be filed. 

7. Frontier, and all parties, shall answer any information requests within 10 days of receipt, 

and shall serve a copy of each information request and answer on the service list, and on 

non-party participants upon request. 

8. Comments on the adequacy of the Company’s August 29 filing shall be filed by 

November 10, 2014. 

9. Comments on the merits of the petition shall be filed by December 5, 2014, and replies 

shall be filed by December 19, 2014. 

10. Frontier shall prominently include on its website and in customer notices instructions on 

how to post comments regarding the proposed plan using the Commission’s website, and 

include a link to the Commission’s website. Frontier shall further provide the following 

instructions: 

Persons without internet access may send Comments by U.S. mail 

to Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7
th

 Place East, Suite 

350, St. Paul MN  55101-2147. Commenters should include the 

Commission’s docket number 14-735 in all communications. 

11. Frontier shall file in the case record any public comments it receives. 

12. Parties filing comments or participating in settlement discussions are directed to formally 

address the public interest aspects of the Company’s proposal, and the proposal’s 

compliance with all relevant statutes. Parties are specifically directed to address, at a 

minimum, the 11 issues identified in pages 6 – 9 of the Commission staff’s September 25, 

2014, Briefing Papers (Appendix B). 
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13. The Commission delegates to the Executive Secretary authority to handle further 

procedural issues. 

14. The Commission hereby convenes a settlement conference and directs the parties to 

conduct initial discussions within 10 days of the date of this Order. Parties shall submit 

any resulting settlement agreement by December 19, 2014.  

15. Frontier shall submit a written progress report regarding the status of settlement 

discussions on November 10 and November 28, 2014. 

16. This order shall become effective immediately. 

 

 BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 Burl W. Haar 

 Executive Secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by calling 

651.296.0406 (voice). Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us through their 

preferred Telecommunications Relay Service. 
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APPENDIX A 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

 

Declaration of Interest 
 

In the Matter of a Petition by Frontier Communications of Minnesota, Inc. for Approval of its 

Revised Alternative Regulation (AFOR) Plan, Docket No. P405/AR-14-735 

 

 

   Please keep me on the mailing list for the above captioned matter 
 

 

Print First and Last Names here:   
 

Print Company Name here:   

 

Print Office Address here:   

  

  

 

Print Telephone Number here:   

 

Print E-mail Address here:   

 

 
 

By signing below, I accept electronic service as legal service at the email address provided above. 
 
 
 

 

Signature Date 

 
Complete, sign and eFile 

Note: Minnesota Statutes or Rules may require service by US Mail in some circumstances 

mn.gov/puc 
PHONE 651-296-7124 TOLL FREE 800-657-3782 FAX 651-297-7073 

121  7TH PLACE EAST SUITE 350 SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101-2147 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/security/login.do?method=showLogin
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
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