
 1 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
 Katie J. Sieben  Chair 
 Hwikwon Ham  Commissioner 
 Valerie Means  Commissioner 
 Joseph K. Sullivan  Commissioner 
 John A. Tuma   Commissioner 
 

IN THE MATTER OF A COMMISSION 
INVESTIGATION ON GRID AND CUSTOMER 
SECURITY ISSUES RELATED TO PUBLIC 
DISPLAY OR ACCESS TO ELECTRIC 
DISTRIBUTION GRID DATA 
 

 
 

DOCKET NO. E-002/CL-20-800 
 

 
COMMENTS OF NOKOMIS ENERGY 

 
Nokomis Energy submits these comments for consideration in the above-styled docket.  We 
appreciate the opportunity to comment on this matter of important public policy.  Our comments 
relate to just two areas, the security risks at issue, and existing data sharing obligations. 
 

I. The Workgroup Has Still Not Identified the Motivating Security Risk 
 
Notwithstanding the concerns expressed by Xcel Energy,1 no party in the workgroup has 
identified a security issue that might be remedied or improved through further restraints in data 
sharing.  When Nokomis raised this issue, we were directed to the Director of National 
Intelligence’s Annual Threat Assessment.2  Upon review, however, we note that the Annual 
Threat Assessment contains absolutely no mention of any security issue related to the sharing of 
data about the distribution grid.  The words “grid” “electric” electricity” “transmission” don’t 
even appear; the word “distribution” only appears in the context of the distribution of wealth in 
China.  Xcel has referred to the dangers posed by “foreign adversaries” or “local bad actors,” but 
has not provided a source for these omnipresent, evergreen concerns, or explained how 
restraining distribution information will address the risk. 
 
As a result, Nokomis believes that the workgroup has a long road ahead, if it has not yet 
identified its ostensible motivating purpose.  Even with the best intentions, a problem that has 
not been identified cannot be readily solved. 
 

II. FERC Requires Much of This Information To Be Shared  
 

 
1 Xcel Energy, Letter, Doc. No. 20-800 (Oct. 8, 2024). 
2 Director of National Intelligence, Annual Threat Assessment of the U.S. Intelligence 
Community (Feb. 5, 2024) (https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2024-
Unclassified-Report.pdf) 



 2 

Although it has been mentioned briefly, the workgroup must account for FERC Order 792, which 
already obligates all Utilities to share the following information in a pre-application report: 
 

• Total capacity and available capacity of the facilities that serve the Point of 
Interconnection 

• Existing and queued generation at the facilities likely serving the Point of Interconnection 
• Voltage of the facilities that serve the Point of Interconnection 
• Circuit distance between the proposed Point of Interconnection and the substation likely 

to serve the Point of Interconnection (Substation) 
• Number and rating of protective devices and number and type of voltage regulating 

devices between the proposed Point of Interconnection and the Substation 
• Number of phases available at the proposed Point of Interconnection 
• Limiting conductor ratings from the proposed Point of Interconnection to the Substation 
• Peak and minimum load data 
• Existing or known constraints associated with the Point of Interconnection3 

 
These reports are now a routine process, controlled by non-disclosure agreements and limited 
distribution.  To the extent any party intends to pursue further constraints on the longstanding 
sharing of this information – as opposed to the sharing of new or additional information – the 
workgroup will need to grapple with this requirement. 
 

NOKOMIS ENERGY 
 
_________________________ 
By: Matthew Melewski 
Its: General Counsel 

 
 

 
3 FERC, Small Generator Interconnection Agreements and Procedures, Final Rule, Order 792 at 
23 (Nov. 22, 2013). 



 

 

Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0400 Subp. 3, I have electronically filed the foregoing with the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the 
attached service list.  

/s/ Matthew Melewski                                
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� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Samantha Norris samanthanorris@alliantene
rgy.com

Interstate Power and Light
Company

200 1st Street SE PO Box
351
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Cedar Rapids,
� � � � � � � � � � IA
� � � � � � � � � � 52406-0351

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Carol A. Overland overland@legalectric.org Legalectric - Overland Law
Office

1110 West Avenue
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Red Wing,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55066

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Greg Palmer gpalmer@greatermngas.co
m

Greater Minnesota Gas,
Inc. & Greater MN
Transmission, LLC

1900 Cardinal Ln
� � � � � � � � � � PO Box 798
� � � � � � � � � � Faribault,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55021

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official
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Eric Pasi ericp@ips-solar.com IPS Solar 2670 Patton Rd
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Roseville,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55113

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Jennifer Peterson jjpeterson@mnpower.com Minnesota Power 30 West Superior Street
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Duluth,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55802

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Kristen Peterson kristenp@ips-solar.com New Energy Equity 2670 Patton Road
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Roseville,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55113

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Gordon Pietsch gpietsch@grenergy.com Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek Blvd.
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Maple Grove,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55369-4718

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Phyllis Reha phyllisreha@gmail.com 3656 Woodland Trail
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Eagan,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55123

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Generic Notice Residential Utilities Division residential.utilities@ag.stat
e.mn.us

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
� � � � � � � � � � 445 Minnesota St
� � � � � � � � � � St. Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55101-2131

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Kevin Reuther kreuther@mncenter.org MN Center for
Environmental Advocacy

26 E Exchange St, Ste 206
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � St. Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55101-1667

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Christine Schwartz Regulatory.records@xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55401-1993

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Will Seuffert Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission 121 7th Pl E Ste 350
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Saint Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55101

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Janet Shaddix Elling jshaddix@janetshaddix.co
m

Shaddix And Associates 7400 Lyndale Ave S Ste
190
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Richfield,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55423

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official
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Bria Shea bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.co
m

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Brendon Slotterback bslotterback@mcknight.org The McKnight Foundation 710 S 2nd St
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Ken Smith ken.smith@districtenergy.c
om

District Energy St. Paul Inc. 76 W Kellogg Blvd
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � St. Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55102

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Peggy Sorum peggy.sorum@centerpointe
nergy.com

CenterPoint Energy 505 Nicollet Mall
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Sky Stanfield stanfield@smwlaw.com Shute, Mihaly &
Weinberger

396 Hayes Street
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � San Francisco,
� � � � � � � � � � CA
� � � � � � � � � � 94102

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Byron E. Starns byron.starns@stinson.com STINSON LLP 50 S 6th St Ste 2600
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Richard Stasik richard.stasik@wecenergyg
roup.com

Minnesota Energy
Resources Corporation
(HOLDING)

231 West Michigan St -
P321
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Milwaukee,
� � � � � � � � � � WI
� � � � � � � � � � 53203

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Kristin Stastny kstastny@taftlaw.com Taft Stettinius & Hollister
LLP

2200 IDS Center
� � � � � � � � � � 80 South 8th St
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Cary Stephenson cStephenson@otpco.com Otter Tail Power Company 215 South Cascade Street
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Fergus Falls,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 56537

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

James M Strommen jstrommen@kennedy-
graven.com

Kennedy & Graven,
Chartered

150 S 5th St Ste 700
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official
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Eric Swanson eswanson@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine 225 S 6th St Ste 3500
� � � � � � � � � � Capella Tower
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402-4629

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Jason Topp jason.topp@lumen.com CenturyLink
Communications, LLC

200 S 5th St Ste 2200
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Jenna Warmuth jwarmuth@mnpower.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Duluth,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55802-2093

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Patricia Whitney patricia@pwhitneylaw.com St. Paul Assn of
Responsible Landlords

627 Snelling Avenue South
 
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � St. Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55116

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Joseph Windler jwindler@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine 225 South Sixth Street,
Suite 3500
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Robyn Woeste robynwoeste@alliantenerg
y.com

Interstate Power and Light
Company

200 First St SE
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Cedar Rapids,
� � � � � � � � � � IA
� � � � � � � � � � 52401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Yochi Zakai yzakai@smwlaw.com SHUTE, MIHALY &
WEINBERGER LLP

396 Hayes Street
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � San Francisco,
� � � � � � � � � � CA
� � � � � � � � � � 94102

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Kurt Zimmerman kwz@ibew160.org Local Union #160, IBEW 2909 Anthony Ln
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � St Anthony Village,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55418-3238

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official

Patrick Zomer Pat.Zomer@lawmoss.com Moss & Barnett PA 150 S 5th St #1200
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-800_Official


