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MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Good eveni ng.

Wel cone to the neeting of the Gito Tap Transm ssi on
Project. M name's Craig Janezich. | work with the
PUC.

This is the second of two neetings. W
had a virtual neeting late -- no, not |late -- about
6: 00 p. m yesterday.

Just a brief -- we'll do a brief -- brief
overvi ew of the neeting. This -- since we do not
have slides, it's this one I'mworking off of right
her e.

There wll be a brief introduction by
nysel f; a description of the project by Mark here;
and then ny coll eague, Suzanne, will talk about the
permt application review process. And then, if
peopl e have questions or comments, they're feel --
they're free to -- to have those comments or ask
questi ons.

Just a few ground rules that we have, is
just be respectful. Reasonabl e people can di sagree
about a project. And, of course, take turns
comenting. The court reporter needs to take down
everything you nay -- you say. So if you do want to
speak, please say your first and | ast nane, and

spell it for the court reporter.
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The first slide here. This is the slide
'l be working off here now.

So the purpose of the neeting is for us
to get input fromthe public about the project so we
can conpile a record and i nformthe Conm ssion, and
t he Conm ssion can nake an i nfornmed deci sion about
t he project.

Agai n, you can ask us questions, concerns

you may have about the project, things you would

want to see in the permit -- as a permt condition
that the Conm ssion would consider if they go -- if
they do have -- go ahead and -- and permt the

pr oj ect .

Moving on just a little, information
about the Public Utilities Comm ssion. W regulate
el ectrical, natural gas, and |l andline tel ephone
utilities. W set rates and serve -- and we provide
standards. W issue route and site permts for
| arge energy facilities.

There's five total Conm ssioners.

They' re appoi nted by the governor and confirmnmed by
t he senate, and they nake the final decisions on
permts and whether to permt the project.

"Il go ahead and hand it off to Mark --

MR. MARK STROHFUS: Yeah. Thanks, Craig.
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MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: -- Strohfus.

MR. MARK STROHFUS: So this is a joint
proj ect between --

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER. Tell them who
you are.

MR. MARK STROHFUS: Ch, |I'msorry.

l'"m Mark Strohfus wth Geat River
Energy. Thank you.

And this is a joint project between G
Ri ver Energy -- we're the whol esal e energy provid
and transm ssi on provider for Lake Region Electri
Cooperative. And Lake Region Electric Cooperativ
is a co-applicant in this project, as they will b
buil ding a new 115-kV substation to serve the
| ocal s needs around the project area here.

Let's flip to the next page, the nmap.
think everybody is -- we've tal ked with everybody
here about this. But the project is proposed to
to be a 2.9-mle line. It's going to start at th
existing Oto Substation. The tap wll extend a
little bit further than the exi sting substati on,
Lake Region is planning to build the -- the new
substation directly adjacent and south of the
exi sting substation.

It'1l extend up the west side of 470th

eat
er
C

e

e

e
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Avenue. Then, at 410th Street, it's going to turn
east and stay on the south side, and eventually
cross diagonally across H ghway 10 to a new switch
structure, which we'll install on the existing
115-kV line on that side of the hi ghway.

Wiy are we doing this project? The next
slide. This is really all about providing reliable
energy services to the |ocal custoners here. It
has -- at 115 kV, it has room for expansion and
additional load growh if people want to put in nore
irrigation systens perhaps, new hones, new
busi nesses.

When we start projects like this, the
first thing we do is, we kind of pull up our AS
system and | ook at maps, see what's out there, | ook
for honmes. W like to avoid hones if we can, so --
because we have to cut trees. And so if those hones
are in close proximty to the roads, we tend to open
up those hones to the -- the view of the road.

It's inportant for us to foll ow existing
infrastructure road right-of-way. Road right-of-way
is beneficial for at |east two reasons. One, it's
exi sting di sturbed areas, so a new transm ssion |ine
doesn't seem so disruptive. And, two, we can

overl|l ap our right-of-way needs.
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W will be requesting -- if the permt is
i ssued by the Public Uilities Comm ssion, we'll be
requesting a 100-foot total right-of-way, 55 feet
either side of center line fromthe property owners.
But by placing -- typically, on our construction, we
woul d pl ace our new structures about five feet
outside of road right-of-way, and so 45 feet of that
100-foot right-of-way is extendi ng over roads.

And the purpose we do -- that we do that
for is, we know that nobody's going to grow trees in
the roads or -- or build new buildings there, so
it's an easy way for us to get the clearance that we
need.

On the | andowners' side, then, we woul d
be seeking that 55 feet, five feet fromthe road
ri ght-of-way, and another feet -- 50 feet into their
property for right-of-way.

So sonetines we have a | arge open house;
we do invitations to all of the affected | andowners.
On this particular project, because we had so few
| andowners, Madal ynn, our land rights agent on this
proj ect, contacted all of the affected | andowners,
had conversations with them

And we want to make sure they understand

what we're doing. |If they have questions or
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concerns, that we can answer those beforehand.
We've had great -- great reactions fromall of the
| andowners here, so it nakes it pretty easy us

for -- for us to continue noving forward.

We continue, then, and we | ook -- start
| ooking at infornmation that's available froma | ot
of the state agencies out there. There's a whole
list here: DNR US Fish & Wldlife Service, the
Departnent of Transportation. W'Il|l have to engage
t hem t hr oughout t he project.

Again, if the permt is issued, we'll
have a crossing over Hi ghway 10, so we need to work
wth MhDOT on that. W do that on a regul ar basis.

Soil and Water Conservation D strict has
been engaged. The Departnent of Agriculture is
aware of the project. The State Historic
Preservation O fice, we wll have a survey --
ar cheol ogi cal survey done on the project. There was
a forner Native site -- Native Anerican site that
supposedly was destroyed, but we've been asked to go
out and get an archeol ogi st out to confirmthat, so
that will be part of the project as well. There's a
whol e process with engagenent of tribal --

Yep?

MR. DEREK GEI SER | just want to ask
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what township or where that |ocation --
(Court reporter off-record comment.)

MR. DEREK GEl SER: Derek Ceiser, Qto
Townshi p.

MR. MARK STROHFUS: That i s,
unfortunately, confidential information.

MR. DEREK CEI SER.  Ckay.

MR MARK STROHFUS: | can't -- | can't
provi de that.

MR, DEREK CEI SER. Ckay.

MR MARK STROHFUS: Sorry.

MR. DEREK GEI SER So we don't know if

they'll be digging in Gto Township or not, then,
the -- the archeol ogi sts?

MR MARK STROHFUS: No. | can't -- 1...
Yeah, | can't -- | can't say that.

| can tell you if they do any diggi ng,

MR. DEREK CGEI SERR  They would notify us,

| hope?

MR, MARK STROHFUS: They would -- we --

can certainly ask themto do that.
MR, DEREK GEISER | would -- yeah, we
woul d |i ke to know that.

MR. MARK STROHFUS: Ckay.
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But, typically, what they do is, they dig
about six inches down into the soil, run it through
a screen system and then put it back.

MR, DEREK CEI SER. Ckay.

MR, MARK STROHFUS: So we're not doing,
you know, deep excavations or anything.

|"mpretty confident that the site has
been destroyed by existing devel opnment.

But we can certainly |let them know.

So under the new -- a new state statutory
process for route permts, the applicants are now
witing the Environnental Assessnent. So all of
that information that we gather through the state
agenci es, the federal agencies, the state
hi storical, and the tribes get conpiled in our
application. [It's Chapter 6.

I do have a coupl e copies of the

application here if people really want to take one

hone. W'Il| have electric -- electronic ones posted
on our -- Geat R ver Energy's website, and it wl
be on the docket as well. So we can get you

el ectroni c copies, too.
But that kind of wal ks through the
overall inpacts that the project wll have as a

result of construction and operation, and then what
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we do to mtigate those inpacts. So this kind of
lists out several of the comon things that we see.

As | nentioned, we mnimze new
right-of-way by parallel -- paralleling existing
roads. It's primarily -- the line is primarily
crossing agricultural properties, so, again, we're
m ssing the residential properties. There are hones
across the street fromsone of these, so it's harder
for us to put the line on the east side of 470th or
the north side of 410th Street because of those.

It's 115 k -- kilovolts. That's
conpatible with center pivot irrigation systens.
Madal ynn wi || be having conversations wth RDO and
Huebsch Fam |y Farns. They operate center pivot
irrigation systens. Sonetinmes we need the -- if
t hey have end guns, we need to nodify those, we'd
pay for those nodifications.

As | nentioned, there is one residenti al
parcel that is inpacted by the -- by the proposed
transm ssion line. W've had conversations with the
| andowner, their hone is fairly far off the road,
and they seemto be okay with this plan noving
forward.

There are existing distribution Iines on

both the -- the roads here and on the sides we plan
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to build on. W will bury those except for a
crossing of a natural gas or oil pipeline com ng
t hrough there, where the distribution line wll
pr obably pop up overhead for one span, two
structures, and then go back under ground.

There's really mnimal tree clearing
out -- necessary out here. There is a section of
wetl ands to the south, a stream com ng through
there. W'Ill be able to likely span that wetl and so
we won't have to put structures in the wetland, but
we will have to clear sone trees.

And, you know, what's -- when's
constructi on happeni ng? W do daytine construction.
| see no reason to do nighttine construction. |
suppose there's a rare chance we m ght do the span
over Highway 10 in |later hours, when traffic is
lower. But | think we often, in situations |ike
this, do a rolling road block with the hi ghway
patrol. So I think that should be pretty easy.

So if the Public Uilities Conmm ssion
eventual ly issues us a route permt for this, then
we start havi ng one-on-one engagenment with the
| andowners again, specifically to negotiate an
easenent and conpensation for the right-of-way.

Again, we're seeking 100 feet, 50 feet either side,
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but in this case, it's overl apping road ri ght-of - way
in both -- both segnents.

Madal ynn will come out, present an
easenent docunent, an offer of conpensati on.
Conpensation i s based on property val ue assessnments
in the area. And she'll provide information on how
we access their property. |If there's fences -- and
| don't think we have any livestock on this, but if
there's existing fences, we may ask to put in a
tenporary gate or a permanent gate that we coul d use
to access for future maintenance. Al of these
things wll be discussed again and negotiated wth
the | andowners. So we'll tal k about construction
and mai ntenance practices and restoration.

Finally, when the project's over, we cone
back out. We fix any danage to the property.

Madal ynn will send a letter out to each affected

| andowner and ask are they happy with what we' ve
done. If not, we get back into negotiations and we
get things done.

As | nentioned, we will notify | andowners
before we come out for any actual construction.

Once the easenents are issued, we'll cone out.
We'll stake -- survey and stake the property, stake

out structure | ocati ons.
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Early -- we'll have sone early
i ndication, too -- Madalynn wll have that when she
first starts tal king about easenents, structure

| ocations. We can often nove things if a | andowner

says, you know, "Ch, you know, | -- | wanted to put
a drive -- access drive through ny property right
there.” You know, we can push the pole ten feet one

way or another, typically, and not affect the

overal | design.

She'll tal k about tree clearing.

Then we'll cone out with our construction
crews. They'll bore holes for the structures. They
typically frane the -- the poles, the structures on
the ground, drop it in the hole. W'IlIl eventually

hang pull eys on that and string conductors through
there and secure it, clanp it in to each pole.
After that, the line is energized. And then that's
when, kind of, final restoration will truly begin.
W will maintain things to our -- the
best of our ability during construction. Wile we
won't -- we won't be required to get a stormwater
construction permt fromthe M nnesota Poll ution
Control Agency for this, we still do inplenent best
managenent practices, and put up sedi nentati on and

erosi on best -- best nmnagenent practices to avoid
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sedi ments running off and -- specifically, into
streans and ot her things.

And, lastly, slides show our contact
information. Again, |I'mMark Strohfus. | work on
the route permit and the agency permtting that wll
happen once -- once, and if, the PUC i ssues us a
route permt. And then Madal ynn's contact
information is in there as well, and she wll be
contacting each of the affected | andowners.

At any point in tinme, we'll have a
construction rep -- field rep onsite. W provide
that information to the | ocal governnment units and
all of the affected | andowners and -- and
nei ghboring | andowners. So if they have questi ons,
they can call a guy onsite, ask questions, and get
things fixed if they have concerns about sonething
that's happeni ng there.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Thanks, WMark.

MR. MARK STRCOHFUS: Thank you.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: Wen the Conm ssion
decides on a permt on a project, we |ook at the
potential health and environmental inpacts.
Basically, if you can think of an inpact on you and
your surroundings, it's sonething that the

Conmm ssion considers. There's a -- there's a |long
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list of themin the statute.

When we -- the other thing we do is, many
of the ideas that you all provide on ways -- shoul d
the -- the Conmi ssion permt the project, the ideas

that the public provides to mitigate sone of the
i npacts of the project really are crucial, and it
helps -- we typically -- the Conm ssion wll take
t hose 1 deas and deci de whether or not to put themin

the permt as permtted conditions.

We al so -- should the project be
permtted, we -- we follow through. W | ook at
docunents, prefiling docunents, and nake sure that

the project is being built to the spec that was
presented to the public and provided to the

Comm ssi on.

And then, of course, we'll also be
nonitoring site restoration and -- when the project
is -- is conplete.

This last slide, it's a review schedul e.
It kind of gives you a general sense of not only the
timeline but the process.

| can find the slide, make sure I...

Here. It's this one right here.
O course, we're having -- this is the
second of -- of two neetings. After this neeting,
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we'll have a -- the Conrmssion wll issue a draft
site and site permt, and then they decide on the
need for an EA addendum That typically wll
happen, we expect, in January of 2026.

W will cone, likely, back here, within
this area, with an Adm nistrative Law Judge. They
wll hear -- you'll have the benefit of having --
whet her or not we did an EA addendum or not -- the
entire record, and you can present your comrents to
an Adm nistrative Law Judge. And they wll take
those comments, and they will use them and the
entire record to wite a report to the Conm ssi on.
We anticipate that to be in the spring or sumer of
2026.

There will be a period -- let's say the
j udge makes a recommendati on that, as a | andowner,
you -- you disagree with. There will be an
opportunity to wite to the Conm ssion about an
exception that you think maybe that the ALJ got
Wr ong.

And t hen, of course, the Comm ssion wl|
take all of that information, including the ALJ's
report, the entire record, and they will nmake a -- a
final decision on the permt. W anticipate that to

be in the spring/sunmer of 2026. So that's just a
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general tineline of the project.

And then I'll hand it off to Suzanne, ny
col | eague.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Hi . My nane is
Suzanne Steinhauer. 1'malso with the Public
Uilities Commssion. |'mthe environnental review

manager for this project.

So as Craig pointed out, in the schedul e,
we're still kind of at the top, so pretty early in
t he schedul e, and there are several other m |l estones
bef ore the Conm ssion nakes its determ nati on on the
permt.

So what happens next? Based on the
information in the record, which include the
comrents we receive here tonight and any witten
comrents by Decenber 18th, the Conmm ssion needs to
make two prelimnary -- prelimnary decisions. The
first is determ ni ng whet her an Envi ronnent al
Assessnent -- I'msorry -- an EA addendumi s
necessary before the hearing can be held. And the
second i s what should be included in the draft
permt.

So the first question, is an EA addendum
necessary? So, by |law, applications nust include an

Envi ronnment al Assessnent that includes i nformation
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on the human environnental inpacts and ways to
mtigate the identified inpacts. As Mark tal ked
about in sone detail, in this -- for this project,
that EA is Chapter 6 of their application.

And they identify any -- any project, any
physi cal construction in the real world, is going to
have i npacts. He highlighted what they found sone
of the inpacts woul d be.

Wiat we're | ooking for -- one of the
things we're | ooking for tonight is comments on
potential inpacts and mitigation neasures that
weren't fully devel oped, or things that you -- you
can think of that you have questions about. And
we'll use that information -- the Conmm ssion w ||
use that information to decide if sone sort of
suppl enent will be necessary before we hold a
heari ng.

So are there potential i1npacts or unique
characteristics of either the project or this area
that we're mssing fromthe application? Are there
mtigation neasures that require further eval uation?

And one of the mtigation nmeasures for
some projects -- for sonme transm ssion projects is
alternative routes. So are there other routes that

t he Conmm ssion should | ook at? The application
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di scussed one mnor route alternative, which would
be crossing Highway 10 a little bit earlier and

com ng straight south. But are there others that we
shoul d | ook at?

So the second question is, what should be
in the draft permt? So a draft permt identifies
where and how the permttee can construct the
proj ect, describes the proposed project and the
| ocation, includes proposed pernmt conditions.

There is -- | don't know if you had an
opportunity. There is -- in the back of the room
there is a sanple permt for a transm ssion |line.
This is just the standard conditions.

A draft permt, | want to nake cl ear,
doesn't allow the applicants to construct the
project. It provides a starting point for the
Comm ssion, the public, and the judge to consi der.

So one of the things that we're --
anot her thing that we're | ooking for here tonight
Is, are there uni que aspects of the project where
you t hi nk sone special conditions should be required
that's not identified in the standard conditi ons?

Ei ther | et us know verbally tonight or by
the 18th, and we'll make sonme assessnent about how

that could -- mght be handled in the permt.
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So your comments hel p us devel op speci al
conditions, and then, over tine, these standard
conditions get revised. W |earn nore about the

ki nds of projects and the kinds of inpacts they

have.

So the next slide, how to conmment.
You're here tonight. You can -- we can take your
verbal coments. | know a | ot of you had questions

when you cane in, and you spoke to either Craig or
me or Mark or -- or other representatives fromthe
applicants. And we hope that we answered your
questions, but they're not in the record.

So if you have comments that you want to
make sure that everybody knows about, we're going to
open that up in just a couple mnutes, and we'd |ike
to get that information in the record. W'Il|l be
around afterwards, we can try to answer your
questions, but it won't be part of the record.

So witten comments are due
Decenber 18th. You can speak tonight. [If you think
of sonething, if you talk to your neighbors, they
have other things... W just need it in witing by
Decenber 18th.

So just a couple -- this is getting a

little bit into the nitty-gritty. So what we're
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| ooking for tonight -- we're trying to answer your
questions; but, also, these are the -- the coments
that are hel pful to us. Coments on hunman
environnental inpacts. Wat information needs nore
devel opnent in an EA addendum

| had -- there's sone just real brief
exanpl es of the kinds of projects we would expect
froma transmssion line of this size. It sits
obviously in an agricultural area. There are
certain standard conditions they need to -- if drain
tiles are danmaged, they need to restore those. They
need to restore the route. There are -- they need
to coordinate with local road authorities.

Soneti mes we have special conditions for that.

Let's see. WlIldlife. Wat are the
wldlife inpacts? What are the safety inpacts, both
for the construction workers and for the general
publ i c?

So sone of the inpacts are unavoi dabl e,
but we want to nmake sure there is enough information
here on -- on what the inpacts are so that everybody
under st ands what the project is and there -- there
aren't any surprises.

The other thing that we're asking for

toni ght are comments on potential mtigation
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measures. So |like we've tal ked about, any project
is going to have inpacts. W're |ooking for ways to

avoid, mnimze, or otherwise mtigate those

i mpact s.

| had sone exanples of mtigation
measures that are -- sone of themare going to be in
the permt. W -- the permt will identify

anticipated alignnent, and Mark tal ked about that.

In -- in this project, it's generally going to be on
the side of the road where the -- where the
distribution line is. Sonetine -- in sone projects,

there may be sone areas where you think crossing to
t he opposite side of the road woul d make sense.
Those are things we want to know about.

O the -- like | had nentioned, are there
alternative routes or segnents we should | ook at?
Are there snowmobile trails that need sone sort of
coordi nation? Construction techniques that are
pertinent to this part of the country or this
particular project? 1Is there a need for bird flight
diverters? Are there additional natural resources?

So those are the kinds of mtigation
measures that sonetines we di scover over the -- when
we're review ng the project.

Then, there's just kind of a summary
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slide that, if we had -- if we had the Power Poi nt

|'d | eave up, but | think we can -- we can reference

that if we need to.

So |l want to reiterate, we've tal ked a

| ot about the comments that we would |i ke, but

we're

also here to try to answer your questions. And

we'll do that in just a m nute.
W'll -- I"'mgoing to kind of whiz

t hrough what Craig said about the commenting

etiquette. One speaker at a tine. There's a court

reporter, so we'd like an accurate record of t

he

meeting tonight. Please take a mnute to state and

spell your nane for the court reporter, and we w ||

remnd you if -- if you forget to do that.

Please |imt your coments to a few

m nutes. You can cone back once everyone has

chance.

had a

Mai ntain respect for others. As Craig

menti oned, reasonabl e peopl e can di sagree.

There's a reason why there's a process

and there's a reason why we're asking for your

input. W want to -- we want to understand that.
That said, | think we can open it up for
comments. | know there was a sign-in sheet.

don't know i f anybody. ..
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MR. CRAIG JANEZICH  Yeah, I'IIl grab it.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: | think we can
just open it up.

So if you can raise, by a show of hands,
any comments or questions that you want to make sure
we know about, get in the record.

| want to respect people's tine, but I
want to nmake sure there's an opportunity.

So questions? Going once.

| can turn around if sonmebody wants to
rai se their hand.

Questions? (Going tw ce.

W'll be -- | just want to reiterate
we'll be around, but that won't be part of the
record, so you don't want ne trying to relate
what -- the conversations that | had with you which
informme, but we want to nake sure the
Comm ssioners are aware of them

So going... Three tines.

| don't see any hands, so | want to thank
you for your tinme. 1'Il just reiterate that
witten -- the deadline for witten comments is
Decenber 18th at 4: 30.

My contact information is in the slide

deck. Both Craig and | have cards, so pl ease take
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t hose and f eel

questi ons.

free to give us a call if you have

If they're detail ed, we may encourage

you to wite them down and -- and get themto us.

And we did --

meet i ng.

your

tine.

we will work with you on that.

That said, | think we can concl ude the

5 2 3 5 D

CRAI G JANEZI CH:  Yeah.
SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: We're good?
CRAI G JANEZI CH: Yeah. Thank you.

MARK STROHFUS: Thank you, everyone.

SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you for

(Public coment concl uded.)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA)
SS
COUNTY OF STEARNS )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Ruth E. Hol dvogt, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing transcript,
consisting of the preceding 27 pages, is a
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes, and is
a full, true and conplete transcript of the

proceedings to the best of ny ability.

Dat ed Decenber 12, 2025.

/s/ Ruth E. Hol dvogt
RUTH E. HOLDVOGT
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter
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