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XcelEnergy-

March 24, 2024

Via Electronic Filing

Mz, Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

Re: In the Matter of the Route Permit Application for the Minnesota Energy
Connection Project in Sherburne, Stearns, Kandiyohi, Wright, Meeker,
Chippewa, Yellow Medicine, Renville, Redwood, and Lyon counties in
Minnesota
MPUC Docket No. E002/TL-22-132

Dear Mr. Seuffert,

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy, the Company,
or the Applicant) submits these Reply Comments in response to the March 14, 2025, Notice of
Comment Period (Notice) issued by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
regarding the proposed Minnesota Energy Connection Project (or, Project). By the close of the
initial comment period on March 20, 2025, comments were filed by Xcel Energy and Lower
Sioux Indian Community.

In its comments, Lower Sioux Indian Community provided comments regarding a cultural
resource site, 21IRWO0001. Xcel Energy appreciates Lower Sioux Indian Community’s comments
and participation in this docket and Xcel Energy is committed to continuing to coordinate with
Lower Sioux Indian Community and any other interested Tribes as the Project proceeds. With
respect to site 2IRWO0001, the site was identified in the Route Permit Application' and in the
Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS).? The Final EIS noted that : “Site 21RW0001
is a Native American burial mound site consisting of one mound... and is located south of
Franklin along the Mississippi River.”” The Final EIS also noted that, in 1978, the site had been
reported to be destroyed by the development of a house complex and gravel pit.

' Route Permit Application, at 145.
? Final EIS, at 260.
3 Id.



To fully evaluate the extent and condition of Site 21RWO001, Xcel Energy will be undertaking
turther evaluation in this area. Specifically, Xcel Energy will be conducting field surveys prior to
construction and is committed to tribal involvement in these surveys, as well as employing tribal
monitors in the vicinity of the Minnesota River crossing (among other areas) during
construction of the Project. Xcel Energy will also implement an Unanticipated Discoveries Plan
during construction.*

Xcel Energy will continue to coordinate with Lower Sioux Indian Community regarding the
Project and is reaching out to discuss next steps regarding this site.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this filing. These comments have been
e-filed through www.edockets.state.mn.us. A copy of this filing is also being served upon the
persons on the Official Service List of record.

Sincerely,

/ s/ Matthew 1angan

MATTHEW LANGAN
MANAGER, REGULATORY POLICY

* Route Permit Application, at 147.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

OAH Docket No. 23-2500-39782
MPUC Docket No. E002/TL-22-132

Breann L. Jurek certifies that on the 24" day of March 2025, she e-filed on behalf of
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, a true and correct copy of its
Reply Comments with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission via eDockets
(www.edockets.state.mn.us). Said document was also served on the Official Service List of record
on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and as attached hereto.

Executed on: March 24, 2025 Signed: /s/ Breann L. Jurek

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
60 South Sixth Street
Suite 1500

Minneapolis, MN 55402
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