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Public Meetings
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PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON AND SCOPI NG MEETI NG - 25-214
WEBEX - SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 - 6:00 p.m
BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of Northern States Power
Conmpany d/ b/a Xcel Energy for an up to 135.5 MW Battery
Energy Storage System Site Permt for the Blue Lake
Battery Energy Storage Project in Scott County, M nnesota

MPUC DOCKET NGs. EO002/ ESS- 25-214

Meeting held renotely via:
Webex and Tel ephone

Sept enber 10, 2025

COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RVR RPR
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MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: All righty. Good
eveni ng, and wel cone to the public informati on and
envi ronnental assessnent scoping neeting for the
Xcel Energy Blue Lake battery energy storage, or
BESS. The project -- the docket for the project is
EO02/ ESS- 25-214. Pl ease provide this docket nunber
to any correspondence you send the Comm ssi on.

My nane is Jacques Harvieux, and | amthe
| ead anal yst on the project fromthe M nnesota
Public Utilities Comm ssion. And the Public
Uilities Comm ssion is the decision-naki ng body
that is neither for, nor against, the project, wth
t he sol e purpose of managing the permtting process
of applications submtted to the Conm ssion and
coll ecting information.

Wth nme tonight is Suzanne Stei nhauer,

t he environnental review manager fromthe

Comm ssion; and Jordan ditty from Xcel Energy. And
a court reporter, Christine Sinons, who wll be
creating a transcript of tonight's neeting.

The neeting agenda for tonight will be an
introduction of the permt application review
process by nyself, and then we will go to a
description of the proposed project by Xcel Energy.

Lastly, we wll end with the environnmental review
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requi rements by Suzanne Steinhauer, and then we w ||
open it up for questions and comments.

Xcel Energy is seeking a site permt for
a battery energy storage systemw th a power rating
of up to 135.5 negawatts and associated facilities.
The site is | ocated on approximately 70 acres in
Shakopee, Scott County, M nnesota. The required
permts for the project is a site permt. Because
if an energy storage systemis 10 negawatts or
larger, it falls under the authority of the
M nnesota Public Uilities Conmm ssion for a site
permt.

In making a site permt decision, the
Comm ssion considers factors listed in rule and
statute. GCenerally factors considered include the
conservation of resources and m nim zation of
environnental inpacts; the m nimzation of hunman
settl enent and other |and-use conflicts; to ensure
an efficient, cost-effective, and secure power
supply and electric transm ssion infrastructure; the
cost of the project and its accessibility; the
sharing or paralleling of existing rights-of-way;
and to the extent of which construction, cleanup,
and restoration practices are mtigated through

regul atory conditions.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Blue Lake BESS - 25-214 - Virtual - 9-10-25

This is a diagram of the process for the
permtting process. W are currently here at the
public informati on scopi ng neeting. And tonorrow
night we will be hol ding another neeting in person
at the Shakopee Community Center. This is an
estimated schedule and tineline of the permtting
process. W are here (indicating). Fromhere, we
will tentatively be issuing a scoping decision for
the project in Novenber of 2025.

From here, we'll go to a description of
t he proposed project by the applicant.

MR. JORDAN CLITTY: Al right. So hello,

my nane is Jordan ditty. |1'mthe project nanager
wth Xcel Energy. |I|I'mlocated in M nneapolis,

M nnesota, and I'll be goi ng through a coupl e of
slides here, 1'lIl give a little background on the

battery energy storage project here at Bl ue Lake.

If you want to go to the next slide.

So as you covered there in the opening
there, this is a 135.5 negawatt, 542 nmegawatt hour
battery energy storage site, four-hour duration.
It's located on our site, the existing facilities
there with the Bl ue Lake Peaking Plant in Shakopee,
M nnesota. Again, this is a lithiumion battery

site. Specifically, lithiumiron phospate, nore
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commonly known as an LFP batteries.

This wll have a substation. There's
anot her drawi ng here where you'll see the breakdown
of a substation, and then a small 115-kV
transm ssion line that goes directly adjacent to the
substation that are existing on-site already. So
we'll have a collection substation, and then tie in
wth the point of interconnect directly adjacently
to the project site, which you'll see on the next
sl i de.

So as nentioned earlier, the broader site
permt application covered a 70-acre site. Wat
you're | ooking at here with that red outline is the
| arger proper site, but then our key facilities,
there is a nuch small er acreage, or usage. So it's
closer to 12 acres with the site features, which
i ncl udes the tenporary | aydown site, which is the
yell ow bl ock to the south; the battery unit and
associ ated equi pnent, so the battery unit; the
medi um vol t age transforner skids, and sone other
smal | er equi pnent that are on-site; and the primary
battery unit bl ock.

And that pink block is that substation or
coll ection substation there |I nentioned, and then

that short gen-tie. You can see if you look in a
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little closer there, but the black and yell ow |i ne,
essentially, is that short gen-tie there connecting
the PO with the existing substation there.

So, basically, that pink block is our
coll ection substation, and then that ties in with
that transm ssion line to, kind of, that center
pi cture where all those yellow |ines are connected
at the center of the screen wth the point of
i nterconnect, essentially, which is our existing
substation there at the Blue Light facility -- Bl ue
Lake facility.

Just for an estimated tineline, too, so
our proposed start of construction is in @ of 2026,
wWth an estinated operation or conmmercial operation
date of @ of 2027. So a little over a year
tinmeline fromstart of construction to inservice or
comrerci al operation date there of this project.

SO just a couple representation i mages of
what a typical energy storage site would | ook |ike.
So to the left there, these aren't our specific
encl osures, but this is pretty simlar of what our
site -- you know, a representation would |ook |iKke,
where we have battery energy storage system
encl osures, coupled wth the nmediumvoltage

transfor ner skids.
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This particular i mage has both the string
inverters and nmedi um vol tage transforner skids
there. Qur string inverters are actually inside our
battery encl osures. But overall, relatively, this
is a pretty representative i mage of what, you know,
can |l ook -- or a typical energy storage system | ooks
like. So it's a 20-foot container, roughly, I
think, ten feet high, again, coupled with the
medi um vol t age transforner skids.

And then we will have one structure, so
to the right there, like we said, we have an 115-kV
transm ssion line that goes fromour collection
substation to the PO, and we will have one
structure in between those two. And just to the
right there is kind of the representative i nage of
what that would ook Iike there in the structure.

As part of the site permt application,
we' ve done a handful of environnental reviews
required for the permt application process. W've
done, you know, cultural and resource assessnents.
We' ve done wetl and studies; there's no wetlands in
our area. W have habitat and cul tural resources
i mpacts -- or no cultural or suitable habitat
i npacts there. The project area wll neet, you

know, all the noise requirenents for the battery
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system

We have our typical preconstruction
permts, such as those for stormmater control wll
be applied for ahead of the construction activities.
Li ke we said, starting Q2 next year. So we'll get
required permts and applications there in advance
of that.

W will be doing sone nore rigorous and
detail ed safety training throughout the process. So
as we progress through design, there's a coupl e of
di fferent safety nechanisns that we do with, you
know, | ocal authorities having jurisdiction. One of
themis called the hazard mtigation anal ysis,
anot her one is call ed energency response pl an.

So we'll get with, you know, local fire
departnents and AHJs in the area and tal k t hrough
the site-specific safety hazards and, you know,
ener gency response plans as we progress through the
site. So that wll conme later on, | think we're
anticipating that in QL of 2026. | should note,
too, right, we did conduct a tree inventory
eval uation, and we will be coordinating with the
city the Shakopee for that.

So we have conducted geotech. W're

still doing sone nore on-site, but geotech wll
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continue, and that's going obviously going to drive
site design as we're progressing through that.
We' re approachi ng 60 percent design currently.

And as far as the equi pnment goes, sone of
the longer lead itens, such as the main power
transforners, already have been procured. W are
working on the rest of the procurenents, such as the
battery energy storage system encl osures and ot her
key conponents.

Construction, again, typical activities
will include, you know, site prep with clearing and
gradi ng, inplenenting the stormmater controls for
construction, and post-construction as wel | ;
constructi on access roads and fencing; installing
under ground el ectrical conmuni cati on systens;
setting the battery enclosures and equi pnent. And
t hen, you know, establishing and maintai ni ng
vegetati on once all the equipnment is in place, and
restoring and establishing that as applicable there
to the site.

So once the site is in service, |ike we
said, you know, it's @ of 2027, we can have up to
three on-site personnel or full-tinme enpl oyees for
this site. It will be 24/7 nonitored renotely as

well. So we'll have the nonitoring, we'll have the
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caneras on-site, we'll have, you know, the SCADA for
the real-tinme controls that can be accessed
anywhere. We'|l|l be conducting routine electrical
equi pnent i nspections and preventative mai ntenance
activities throughout the life of the project, which
is anticipated to be 20 years for this project.

We'll foll ow good housekeepi ng and
mai nt ai n access roads, vegetation, fences, and
gates. W will be inspecting both the site and the
transm ssion line there, again, with that m nor
transm ssion line fromour collection substation to
the point of interconnect substation.

| nmentioned this already, right, but we
have our energency response plan, you know, once
we're in service, and we'll do this in advance of
our construction or operations date there,

di scussi ng that energency response plan with the
| ocal AHJ.

And then we do have, as part of this
permt accounted for already, future augnentation.
So within that block | was showi ng earlier, we are
accounting for future augnentation. Wich is,
essentially, just adding nore battery enclosures to
that area. So we have the space reserved and

pl anned for to allow for that future augnentation.
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Whi ch essentially over tine, obviously, batteries
degrade, right? So we're going to be adding units
to maintain that 135.5-negawatt output into the PO.

Perfect. Any questions, comrents,
concerns?

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: We'l|l save al
that for the end, but yeah.

MR. JORDAN CLITTY: Ckay.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Suzanne Steinhauer. | amalso with the
Public Uilities Comm ssion. | amthe environnmenta
revi ew manager for the project.

Next slide, please.

The agenda for tonight, the things that
we'll hit, | think between Jacques and Jordan, they
tal ked about the project. So what |'mgoing to hit
here is a little bit nore informati on on what is
environnental review, how to comment, and then the
mai n point of the neeting is to take your questions
and comment s today.

Next slide, please.

So the environnental review staff wll
prepare an environnental assessnent, or an EA, for
the project. The thing | want to convey is that the

EA is an objective analysis of the project. It

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Blue Lake BESS - 25-214 - Virtual - 9-10-25 13

eval uates potential hunan and environnental inpacts
and | ooks at strategies to avoid and mitigate

i mpacts. It does not advocate either for or agai nst
the project. The goal of the EAis to pull together
the facts to |l ead to good deci si on- maki ng.

Can you scroll back a little bit,
Jacques, pl ease?

Yeah. The goal of the EAis to -- the EA
is not a decision docunent. It provides infornmation
t he deci si on-nmakers need to nmake an i nforned
deci sion, and that everybody can use to better
under stand the proposed project and inpact.

| think two nore slides. Next slide,
pl ease.

So scoping, which is the previous slide,
because the EA is not an exhaustive study, we need
to focus it. And we use the scoping process to
gather information fromcitizens, |ocal governnments,
interested ot her agencies, interested people to
devel op the outline of the EA that identifies the
i ssues, inpacts, and potential mtigation that we'l]l
st udy.

So we're looking for public input on what
the EA should contain. Maybe not the detail, but

the table of contents there. Wat are the potenti al
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human and environnental i npacts, what are the uni que
characteristics within the project area that should
be consi dered, strategies to avoid, mnimnmze, and
mtigate i npacts and specific permt conditions.

The general table of contents may | ook
simlar between projects. Wat we're |ooking for
tonight and in the comment period are conmments on
this particular project in this particul ar place.
And then, also, if there's any information in the
application that's m ssing or m scharacteri zed.

So the next slide, please.

So the opportunity to provide verbal
comments is at tonight's neeting or at tonorrow s
meeting. After that, the comments need to be
witten, and you can do that a couple of different
ways. You can conplete and submt a comment sheet,
you can comment online at the Public Uilities
Comm ssion website. You can nmail or e-mail a
comment, and ny contact information is here. |It's
also in the notice. The thing to renenber is that
t he comrent period ends on Septenber 25t h.

Next slide, please.

So the commenting etiquette, we'll ask
for one speaker at a tinme, please. Please state and

spell your nane for the court reporter so that we
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have an accurate record of the proceedi ngs and the
meeting. And the please |imt your comments to a
few m nutes. Mintain respect for others.
Reasonabl e peopl e can di sagree on projects, and we
see that a lot. And then to direct your comrents
and questions to the scope of the environnental
assessnent.

And we'll leave this slide up here as a
reference to help focus the comments. What shoul d
we | ook for as far as the scope, the table of
contents; what do we need to know to nake i nforned
deci sions; the human and environnental i npacts;
strategies to mtigate those inpacts; and uni que
characteristics of the project area.

So all that said, we'll open it for
comments or questions. | don't see any attendees.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: Yeah, | don't see
anybody right now. | do also have this slide at the
end.

And | al so apol ogi ze, Suzanne. During
your presentation, mnmy hand slipped on acci dent
there. W had it up near the end too early.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER. No probl em
was afraid that | had taken control, so we're good.

MR JACQUES HARVIEUX: So | do have this
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as well, and this will be in the handout when we are
i n person tonorrow night.

Jordan, | know you have your slide with
your contact information. This is the contact
information that's in your guys' application, do you
still want this in here?

MR, JORDAN CLI TTY: I think so. I think
that's fine.

M5. CHRI STY BRUSVEN: Jacques.

MR, JORDAN CLITTY: Oh, go ahead.

M5. CHRI STY BRUSVEN. Yeah. Jacques,
this is Christy Brusven. Yes, we still want that
information. Jordan and Jody are both contacts for
t he project.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: Yeah, okay. Cool.

Well, that's all 1've got. W do not
have any attendees, so we can cl ose the neeting.

Suzanne, do you got anything el se?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: No, |I don't have
anyt hing. Thanks for com ng.

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: Short and sweet.
Thank you, all. W'Ill see you tonorrow night.

(End of public coment.)
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MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: Hell o, this is
Jacques Harvieux with the M nnesota Public Uilities
Comm ssion. It is about 6:15 p.m No attendees
have shown up at the scheduled start tine of six
p.m, SO we going to adjourn the neeting. Everybody
have a good ni ght.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: W'l note for
the record that the presentations for tonight were
presented yesterday, so there's a recording of that
presentation and the presentations will be filed in
t he docket.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: The neeting i s
adj our ned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 6:17 p.m
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