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June 28, 2024

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: In the Matter of a Commission Investigation into Gas Utility Resource
Planning

Docket Nos. G002, G008, G011/Cl-23-117

Comments of Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

On May 7, 2024, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) issued a
Notice of Extended Comment Period requesting comments be filed in the above-
referenced docket on the following:

Issue: What filing requirements should the Commission adopt for Xcel Energy,
CenterPoint Energy, and Minnesota Energy Resource Corporation’s natural gas
integrated resource plans?

Topic(s) Open for Comment:

1. What, if any, additional filing requirements should the Commission adopt
for natural gas integrated resource plans (“Gas IRPs”)?

2. Three utilities have been instructed to file Gas IRPs on a staggered filing
schedule.” Which utility should file its plan first and why? When should
that plan be filed? When should the other utilities file their plans?

' Order Establishing Framework for Natural Gas Utility Integrated Resource Planning issued March 27,
2024 in docket nos. G-008,G-002,G-011/CI-23-117 and G-999/CI-21-565. At 8
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3. For Xcel Energy, what, if any, direction should the Commission give
regarding Xcel’s analysis and reporting on methane emissions? 2

4. Are there any other issues or concerns related to this matter?

The Commission also included the following Topic Open for Comment, which is a
repeated topic from the Commission’s September 20, 2023 Notice of Comment issued
in the above-referenced dockets:

5. How should equity be incorporated into gas resource plans and the gas
planning process? Consider the utility’s ability to impact equity in terms of:

a. Distribution of burdens and benefits (for example, where new
infrastructure is built)

b. Participation in decision-making (for example, when, where, and
how public meetings, listening sessions, etc. are held)

c. Solutions that match how people want to live their lives (for
example, matching utility programs and services to individual
community needs and wants, rather than one-size-fits-all solutions)

d. Redress for previous harms (for example, considering how to locate
utility jobs and affordability programs in communities that have
been impacted by environmental injustices or another systemic
disinvestment).

And lastly, the Commission included the following Topic Open for Comment especially
for members of the public and groups that interface with the public:

6. How does your community use natural gas in unique ways, ways that the
Commission or other groups might not see (for example, your need for a
particular power source or appliance)?

7. Before making final decisions, how can utilities best engage with
communities to make sure community needs are considered in resource
plans? How should utilities document community feedback as well as
explain why community input was or was not used in final gas resource
plans?

2 For Xcel Energy only, the Commission moved reporting of the methane emission information in the
Environmental Performance Outcome Metrics — methane emissions from the Company’s distribution
system, upstream methane emissions, and methane emissions across the full fuel cycle — to Natural Gas
Resource Plan dockets. See Order Accepting 2021 and 2022 Reports, Suspending Decisions on
Baselines and Targets, and Modifying Reporting Requirements issued January 26, 2024 in docket no.
E002/CI-17-401 at Ordering Paragraph 9.
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Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation (“MERC” or the “Company”) would like to
thank the Commission for the opportunity to provide these Comments.

1. What, if any, additional filing requirements should the Commission adopt for
natural gas integrated resource plans (Gas IRPs)?

On May 31, 2024, MERC, Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel
Energy (“Xcel Energy”), and CenterPoint Energy Minnesota Gas (“CenterPoint”),
(collectively, the “Gas Ultilities”) filed Straw Proposals in the above-referenced dockets.
In their Straw Proposals, the Gas Utilities provided clarifications to specific Order Points
to the Commission’s Order Establishing Framework for Natural Gas IRP issued on
March 27, 2024 (the “March 27, 2024 Order”), as well as providing additional proposed
decision options for the Commission to consider. MERC is in agreement with the
clarifications and proposed decision options provided by the Gas Utilities in their May
31, 2024 Straw Proposals, and does not have any additional comments at this time.

2. Three utilities have been instructed to file Gas IRPs on a staggered filing
schedule. Which utility should file its plan first and why? When should that
plan be filed? When should the other utilities file their plans?

The Gas Utilities each spoke to this topic in their May 31, 2024 Straw Proposals. In
regards to which utility should file its plan first, in their Straw Proposals, Centerpoint
stated they would not be opposed to going first, and Xcel Energy stated they propose to
be the first as well. While recognizing that this is ultimately a decision for the
Commission, MERC does not oppose either of the two other Gas Utilities being the first
utility to file their Gas IRP. Having a larger utility with a more contiguous service territory
than MERC, would likely yield lessons learned that can be applied to MERC'’s
subsequently-filed Gas IRP.

Additionally there could be added benefits by the Commission identifying Centerpoint to
be the first utility to file a Gas IRP. Centerpoint is the largest gas utility in Minnesota,
and thus their Gas IRP may be able to cast a larger net with regards to the Gas Ulilities,
stakeholders and the Commission gaining insight, guidance and lessons learned from
the Gas IRP process and reporting. Additionally, Centerpoint’'s Gas IRP would be able
to inform the Commission on Gas IRP reporting from a gas-only utility perspective.

As stated in the May 31, 2024 Straw Proposals, the Gas Utilities anticipate being able to
file an initial Gas IRP in late, or at the end of, 2026.

In regards to the timing of when the remaining utilities should file their Gas IRP, the
Company believes that it would be beneficial for there to be a two-year cadence
between the filings of the Initial Gas IRPs of the first and second utility, and a one-year
cadence for the third utility to file their Initial Gas IRP. Allowing a two year span
between the Initial Gas IRP filings of the first and second utility would allow the second
utility to gain knowledge and lessons learned from the first utility’s Initial Gas IRP filing
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and provide adequate time for the second utility to incorporate those lessons learned
along with feedback from stakeholders and determinations from the Commission that
will be provided via comment periods and final orders from the first utility’s Initial Gas
IRP docket. The two year cadence assumes a Commission Order is issued within 12
months of the Initial Gas IRP filing, and then allows another 12 months for the second
utility to incorporate feedback and Commission determinations into their own Initial Gas
IRP. The third utility would file their Initial Gas IRP one year after the second utility, as
expectations would be that much of the learnings and feedback would be gleaned from
the first utility’s Gas IRP.

After all of the Gas Utilities have filed their initial Gas IRP, the filing cadence would then
follow the Commission’s Order Point 21 from the March 27, 2024 Order, which states
that a new Gas IRP is required to be filed every three years from the date of the
Commission’s final order approving the previous resource plan.® An example timeline
for initial Gas IRP filings and subsequent Gas IRP filings as proposed by MERC is
shown below. This filing cadence for the Initial Gas IRPs and subsequent Gas IRPs
ensure that only one utility’s Gas IRP docket will be active at a time, and thereby
provides adequate spacing and balance of work for the Gas Ulilities, stakeholders and
the Commission.

3 Order Point 21 from the Commission’s March 27, 2024 Order:
Utilities shall file natural gas resource plans consistent with a staggered filing schedule and
require a new resource plan filed once every three years from the date of the Commission’s final
order approving the previous resource plan, or (if applicable) the date the Commission issued an
order following a petition requesting reconsideration or amendment of an order approving a
resource plan.
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3. For Xcel Energy, what, if any, direction should the Commission give regarding
Xcel’s analysis and reporting on methane emissions?

Xcel Energy provided a response to this topic in their May 31, 2024 Straw Proposal, and
MERC does not have concerns over Xcel’'s proposed decision option on this topic.

4. Are there any other issues or concerns related to this matter?

During the June 18, 2024 stakeholder meeting, led by Great Plains Institute (“GP1”), it
was requested that the Gas Utilities include information, if possible, on the number of
distribution system, expansion alternatives analysis (“‘EAA”) projects by cost threshold
levels for the next five years. Cost thresholds defined at the June 18, 2024 stakeholder
meeting were $15 million, $10 million, $5 million, $3 million, and $1 million.

MERC currently does not forecast at the individual project level. Given this, the
Company reviewed historical costs, by project, for growth (i.e. expansion) projects over
the five year period of 2018 to 2023. The requested information is shown in the table
below.

Count of Expansion
Projects above the
Threshold Level Threshold

> $15M 1

> $10M 2

> $5M 2

> $3M 2

> $1M 6

5. Equity

The Company provided information on this topic in its May 31, 2024 Straw Proposal and
remains committed to considering equity in the Gas IRP analysis.

6. Community Influence

Finally, the Commission’s April 29, 2024 Notice sought input from members of the
public and groups that interface with the public on how decisions about natural gas
utility service impact them and how utilities should engage with the public regarding
resource plans. MERC understands this question to be applicable to members of the
public and groups that interface with the public and as such will not provide any
comments on these associated questions within this section of the May 7, 2024 Notice.
The Company recognizes the importance of customer choice in selecting energy
solutions for their home or business and looks forward to receiving feedback from
stakeholders on these topics.
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DATED: June 28, 2024 Respectfully submitted,

Richard F. Stasik
Director— State Regulatory Affairs

CC: Service List
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Sarah Mead sarah.mead@wecenergygr | MERC N/A Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
oup.com List
Joseph Meyer joseph.meyer@ag.state.mn | Office of the Attorney Bremer Tower, Suite 1400 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
.us General-RUD 445 Minnesota Street List
St Paul,
MN
55101-2131
Stacy Miller stacy.miller@minneapolism [ City of Minneapolis 350 S. 5th Street Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
n.gov Room M 301 List
Minneapolis,
MN
55415
David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
Duluth,
MN
558022093
Andrew Moratzka andrew.moratzka@stoel.co |Stoel Rives LLP 33 South Sixth St Ste 4200 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
m List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Evan Mulholland emulholland@mncenter.org | Minnesota Center for 1919 University Ave W Ste |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Environmental Advocacy 515 List
Saint Paul,
MN
55101
Alan Muller alan@greendel.org Energy & Environmental 1110 West Avenue Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Consulting List
Red Wing,
MN
55066
Carl Nelson cnelson@mncee.org Center for Energy and 212 3rd Ave N Ste 560 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Environment List
Minneapolis,
MN
55401
J Newberger Jnewbergerl@yahoo.com |State Rep 14225 Balsam Blvd Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
Becker,
MN
55308
David Niles david.niles@avantenergy.c |Minnesota Municipal Power | 220 South Sixth Street Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
om Agency Suite 1300 List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
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Samantha Norris samanthanorris@alliantene | Interstate Power and Light |200 1st Street SE PO Box |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
rgy.com Company 351 List
Cedar Rapids,
1A
524060351
M. William O'Brien bobrien@maojlaw.com Miller O'Brien Jensen, P.A. |120 S 6th St Ste 2400 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Ric O'Connell ric@gridlab.org GridLab 2120 University Ave Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
Berkeley,
CA
94704
Carol A. Overland overland@Ilegalectric.org Legalectric - Overland Law |1110 West Avenue Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Office List
Red Wing,
MN
55066
Greg Palmer gpalmer@greatermngas.co |Greater Minnesota Gas, 1900 Cardinal Ln Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
m Inc. & Greater MN PO Box 798 List
Transmission, LLC Faribault,
MN
55021
Jessica Palmer Denig jessica.palmer- Office of Administrative 600 Robert St N Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Denig@state.mn.us Hearings PO Box 64620 List
St. Paul,
MN
55164
Antonio Parisi aparisi@sacyr.com Sacyr Environment USA 3330 Washington Blvd Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
LLC Ste 400 List
Arlington,
VA
22201
Audrey Partridge apartridge@mncee.org Center for Energy and 212 3rd Ave. N. Suite 560 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Environment List
Minneapolis,
MN
55401
Lisa Peterson lisa.r.peterson@xcelenergy |Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
.com List
Minneapolis,
MN
55401
Catherine Phillips Catherine.Phillips@wecene | Minnesota Energy 231 West Michigan St Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_23-117_Official

rgygroup.com

Resources

Milwaukee,
WI
53203

List
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J. Gregory Porter greg.porter@nngco.com Northern Natural Gas 1111 South 103rd St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Company List
Omabha,
NE
68124
Kevin Pranis kpranis@liunagroc.com Laborers' District Council of |81 E Little Canada Road Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
MN and ND List
St. Paul,
MN
55117
Greg Pruszinske gpruszinske@ci.becker.mn. | City of Becker PO Box 250 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
us 12060 Sherburne Ave List
Becker,
MN
55308
Generic Notice Residential Utilities Division |residential.utilities@ag.stat |Office of the Attorney 1400 BRM Tower Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_23-117_Official
e.mn.us General-RUD 445 Minnesota St List
St. Paul,
MN
551012131
Kevin Reuther kreuther@mncenter.org MN Center for 26 E Exchange St, Ste 206 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Environmental Advocacy List
St. Paul,
MN
551011667
Nathaniel Runke nrunke@local49.org International Union of 611 28th St. NW Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Operating Engineers Local List
49 Rochester,
MN
55901
Bjorgvin Saevarsson bjorgvin@yorthgroup.com |Yorth 500 East Grant Street 1207 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
#1207
Minneapolis,
MN
55404
Kevin Saville kevin.saville@ftr.com Citizens/Frontier 2378 Wilshire Blvd. Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Communications List
Mound,
MN
55364
Elizabeth Schmiesing eschmiesing@winthrop.co [ Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. |225 South Sixth Street Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
m Suite 3500 List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Peter Scholtz peter.scholtz@ag.state.mn. | Office of the Attorney Suite 1400 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
us General-RUD 445 Minnesota Street List
St. Paul,
MN
55101-2131

12




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Christine Schwartz Regulatory.records@xcele |Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
nergy.com List
Minneapolis,
MN
554011993
Douglas Seaton doug.seaton@umwilc.org Upper Midwest Law Center |8421 Wayzata Blvd Ste Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
300 List
Golden Valley,
MN
55426
Patrick Serfass pserfass@ttcorp.com American Biogas Council |1211 Connecticut Ave NW | Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Ste 650 List
Washington,
DC
20036
Patrick Serfass info@americanbiogascoun |American Biogas Council 1211 Connecticut Ave NW | Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
cil.org Ste 650 List
Washington,
DC
20036
will Seuffert Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us | Public Utilities Commission |121 7th Pl E Ste 350 Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
Saint Paul,
MN
55101
Janet Shaddix Elling jshaddix@janetshaddix.co |Shaddix And Associates 7400 Lyndale Ave S Ste Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_23-117_Official
m 190 List
Richfield,
MN
55423
Andrew R. Shedlock Andrew.Shedlock@KutakR [Kutak Rock LLP 60 South Sixth St Ste 3400 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
ock.com List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402-4018
Colleen Sipiorski Colleen.Sipiorski@wecener | Minnesota Energy 700 North Adams St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
gygroup.com Resources Corporation List
Green Bay,
Wi
54307
Edyta Sitko esitko@ucsusa.org Union of Concerned 1 N Lasalle Ave Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official

Scientists

CHICAGO,
IL
60602

List
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Ken Smith ken.smith@districtenergy.c |District Energy St. Paul Inc. | 76 W Kellogg Blvd Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
om List
St. Paul,
MN
55102
Joshua Smith joshua.smith@sierraclub.or 85 Second St FL 2 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
g List
San Francisco,
CA
94105
Beth H. Soholt bsoholt@windonthewires.or | Wind on the Wires 570 Asbury Street Suite Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
g 201 List
St. Paul,
MN
55104
Anna Sommer ASommer@energyfuturesg |Energy Futures Group PO Box 692 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
roup.com List
Canton,
NY
13617
Peggy Sorum peggy.sorum@centerpointe | CenterPoint Energy 505 Nicollet Mall Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
nergy.com List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Mark Spurr mspurr@fvbenergy.com International District Energy | 222 South Ninth St., Suite |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Association 825 List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Byron E. Starns byron.starns@stinson.com |STINSON LLP 50 S 6th St Ste 2600 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Richard Stasik richard.stasik@wecenergyg | Minnesota Energy 231 West Michigan St - Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
roup.com Resources Corporation P321 List
(HOLDING)
Milwaukee,
Wi
53203
Kristin Stastny kstastny@taftlaw.com Taft Stettinius & Hollister 2200 IDS Center Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official

LLP

80 South 8th St
Minneapolis,
MN

55402

List
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James M Strommen jstrommen@kennedy- Kennedy & Graven, 150 S 5th St Ste 700 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
graven.com Chartered List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Kent Sulem ksulem@mmua.org MMUA 3131 Fernbrook Ln N Ste [ Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
200 List
Plymouth,
MN
55447-5337
Emily Suppes emily.suppes@centerpoint |CenterPoint Energy 505 Nicollet Mall Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
energy.com Minnesota Gas List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Eric Swanson eswanson@winthrop.com |Winthrop & Weinstine 225 S 6th St Ste 3500 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Capella Tower List
Minneapolis,
MN
554024629
Joseph Tesar jtesar@quantalux.com Quantalux LLC 1005 LINCOLN AVE Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
APT 1 List
Ann Arbor,
M
48104
Matthew Tomich tomich@energy-vision.org [Energy Vision 138 E 13th St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
New York,
NY
10003
Jessica Tritsch jessica.tritsch@sierraclub.o | Sierra Club 2327 E Franklin Ave Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
rg List
Minneapolis,
MN
55406
Julie Voeck julie.voeck@nee.com NextEra Energy 700 Universe Blvd Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Resources, LLC List
Juno Beach,
FL
33408
Sam Wade sam@rngcoalition.com Coalition for Renewable 1017 L Street #513 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Natural Gas List
Sacramento,
CA
95814
Nicole Westling nicole.westling@state.mn.u | Department of Commerce |85 7th Place E Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
s Suite 280 List
St Paul,
MN
55001
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Casey Whelan cwhelan@kinectenergy.co |Kinect Energy Group 605 Highway 169 N Ste Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
m 1200 List
Plymouth,
MN
55441
Laurie Williams laurie.williams@sierraclub. |[Sierra Club Environmental Law Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
org Program List
1536 Wynkoop St Ste P00
Denver,
CcoO
80202
Joseph Windler jwindler@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine 225 South Sixth Street, Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
Suite 3500 List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
James Worlobah james.worlobah@state.mn. | Public Utilities Commission 121 7th Place E, Suite 350 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
us List
St. Paul,
MN
55101
Tim Wulling t.wulling@earthlink.net 1495 Raymond Ave. Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
Saint Paul,
MN
55108
Michael A. Yuffee michael.yuffee@bakerbotts | Baker Botts 700 K St NW Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
.com List
Washington,
DC
20001
Kurt Zimmerman kwz@ibew160.0rg Local Union #160, IBEW 2909 Anthony Ln Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
List
St Anthony Village,
MN
55418-3238
Grant Zimmerman GZIMMERMAN@AMPAME | Amp Americas 811 W Evergreen Ave Ste |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official
RICAS.COM 201 List
Chicago,
IL
60642
Patrick Zomer Pat.Zomer@lawmoss.com |Moss & Barnett PA 150 S 5th St #1200 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-117_Official

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

List
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