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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON APPLICATION COMPLETENESS
Issued: September 6, 2022

In the Matter of the Application of Great River Energy for a Route Permit to Rebuild the
Existing 69kV ST-WW Transmission Line to 115kV in Stearns County, Minnesota

PUC Docket Numbers: ET-2/TL-22-235

Comment Period: Initial comment period closes September 20, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.
Reply comment period closes September 27, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.
Supplemental comment period closes October 4, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.

Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not be considered by the
Commission.

Topics for Comment:

= Does the permit application contain the information required under Minn. R.
7850.3100?

= Are there any contested issues of fact with respect to the representations made in the
permit application?

= Should an advisory task force be appointed?

= Are there any additional procedural requirements that should be considered?

Background: On August 25, 2022, Great River Energy (GRE) filed a route permit application with
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) to rebuild approximately 3.2 miles of
existing 69-kilovolt transmission line to 115-kilovolt standards. The rebuild project is located in
the city of St. Joseph and St. Joseph and Wendell townships in Stearns County, Minnesota. As
explained by GRE, the rebuild project is a final step in upgrading the St. Joseph area to a 115-
kilovolt transmission system.

Specifically, GRE has proposed to:

= Remove approximately 3.2 miles of the existing 69-kilovolt transmission line and
structures between the existing West St. Cloud, Westwood, and Le Sauk substations and
replace those facilities with an overhead 115-kilovolt transmission line and structures.
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The new 115-kilovolt transmission would follow the alignment of the existing 69-kilovolt
transmission line to the extent possible.

= Extend the transmission line approximately 170 feet northwest near the existing Le Sauk
Substation to tap into a new switch to be added on GRE’s existing 115-kilovolt
transmission line and add a new switch near the existing Westwood Substation

= Expand the existing West St. Cloud Substation by approximately 6,500 square feet to
accommodate facility upgrades and additions.

GRE indicated that the distribution lines owned by Stearns Electric Association and Xcel Energy
that are currently underbuilt on the existing 69-kiloviolt transmission line will be placed
underground. The final right-of-way for the new 115-kilovolt transmission line would be 70 feet
wide.

A copy of the application is available on the Commission’s eDocket system at:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsR

esult&docketYear=22&docketNumber=235

Submit Comments:

Online https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments
Email consumer.puc@state.mn.us
U.S. Mail Consumer Affairs Office

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. Please include the
docket number (22-235) in all communications.

Filing Requirements: Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All
parties, participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling.

Full Case Record: See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at:
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets Project Database, enter the year (22) and the
docket number (235), and select Search.
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Subscribe to the Docket: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this
matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets.

Project Mailing List: Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to
participate or change your mailing preference. Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa
Norton at 651-201-2246 with the docket number (22-235), your name, mailing address, and

email address.

Department of Commerce Website:
https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/eera/web/project/14869

Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission
staff, Scott Ek at scott.ek@state.mn.us or 651-201-2255.

Proposed Project
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To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Chrishna Beard, hereby certify that | have this day, served a true and correct copy of the
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD

Docket Number ET2/TL-22-235
Dated this 6th day of September, 2022

/s/ Chrishna Beard
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St. Joseph Twp Engineer & Stormwater
PO Box 1717

St. Cloud, MN 56302

Mayor Rick Schultz
75 Callaway St. E
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Councilmember Kelly Beniek
75 Callaway St. E
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Mayor Dave Kleis
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Councilmember Paul Brandmire
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Councilmember George Hontos
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Senator Jeff R. Howe
95 University Ave. W
St. Paul, MN 55155

Steven Foss

City of St. Cloud

400 2nd St. S

St. Cloud, MN 56301

Randy Sabart

SEH - City of St. Joseph
75 Callaway St. E

St. Joseph, MN 56374

Twp Supervisor Ralph Eiynck
12838 287th St.
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Robin Doege, CEO

Stearns Electric Association
900 Kraft Drive SE PO Box 40
Melrose, MN 56352

Administrator Therese Haffner
75 Callaway St. E
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Councilmember Kevin Kluesner
75 Callaway St. E
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Councilmember Dave Masters
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Councilmember Mike Conway
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Councilmember Carol Lewis
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Representative Tama Theis
201 State Office Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155

Matt Glaesman, AICP
City of St. Cloud

400 2nd St. S

St. Cloud, MN 56301

Nate Keller, AICP
City of St. Joseph
75 Callaway St. E
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Twp Supervisor Dennis Durand
9756 County Rd. 138
St. Cloud, MN 56301

James Pachan

Stearns Electric Association
900 Kraft Drive SE PO Box 40
Melrose, MN 56352

Councilmember Bob Loso
75 Callaway St. E
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Councilmember Jon Hazen
75 Callaway St. E
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Councilmember Steve Laraway
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Councilmember Jeff Goerger
400 2nd St. S
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Representative Lisa Demuth
223 State Office Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155

Senator Aric Putman

Minnesota Senate Bldg., Rm 2327
95 University Ave. W

St. Paul, MN 55155

Ryan Wensmann

City of St. Joseph Public Works Director
75 Callaway St. E

St. Joseph, MN 56374

Renee Salzer

St. Wendel Township Clerk
PO Box 297

St. Joseph, MN 56374



B & K Properties Of St Joseph LLC

PO Box 99
Saint Joseph, MN 56374

Central Minnesota Habitat For
Humanity

3335 St Germain St W #108
Saint Cloud, MN 56301

City Of St Cloud
1002 Yellowstone Ave
St Cloud, MN 56303

Great River Energy
8053 Ridgewood Rd
St Joseph, MN 56374

Heritage Homes Inc of MN
1121 Yellowstone Ave
St Cloud, MN 56303

Justin Honer
Excavating LLC

PO Box 676

Pine River, MN 56474

Northern Metal Products Inc
6601 Ridgewood Rd
St Cloud, MN 56303

Salvage Properties LLC
7505 Ridgewood Rd
St Cloud, MN 56303

Stearns Coop Elec Assn
8249 320th St
St Joseph, MN 56374

B & K Properties Of St Joseph LLC

7939 Ridgewood Rd
St Joseph, MN 56374

Chokecherry Acres LLC
428 Pondview Ln
Saint Joseph, MN 56374

County Of Stearns
705 Courthouse Sq
St Cloud, MN 56303

Heritage Homes Inc of MN
PO Box 343
Sartell, MN 56377

JTM Properties LLC
7916 105th Ave SE
Clear Lake, MN 55319

Mitzel Family Living Trust
1409 Mulberry Rd
Saint Cloud, MN 56303

Rfelix Properties LLC
1536 39th St S
Saint Cloud, MN 56301

St Joe Mini-Storage LLC
PO Box 639
Saint Joseph, MN 56374

Stearns Coop Electric Assn
7582 304th St
St Joseph, MN 56374

C & F Properties LLC
7402 Ridgewood Rd
St Cloud, MN 56303

City Of St Cloud
400 2nd St S
St Cloud, MN 56301

Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek Blvd
Maple Grove, MN 55369

Heritage Homes Inc of MN
1129 Yellowstone Ave
St Cloud, MN 56303

JTM Properties LLC
1051 Yellowstone Ave
St Cloud, MN 56303

Northern Metal Products Inc
PO Box 70
Saint Cloud, MN 56302

Rfelix Properties LLC
1105 Yellowstone Ave
St Cloud, MN 56303

Stearns Coop Elec Assn
PO Box 40
Melrose, MN 56352



	Notice of Comment Period on Application Final
	Cert  22-235 (Issue 9-6) 128 copies
	CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 22-235
	servicelist 22-235
	servicelist- Agency Reps
	servicelist- PPSA General list
	servicelist- Tribal Historic Pres. List
	22-235 Mailing Label List


