
Vi, 
 
 

January 18, 2024 

Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
350 Metro Square Building 
121 East Seventh Place, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147 
 
Re:  In the Matter of the Petition by CenterPoint Energy for Approval of its First 

Natural Gas Innovation Plan 
Docket No. G-008/M-23-215 

 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Minnesota Gas 
(“CenterPoint Energy”) submitted a letter filing on January 3, 2024, adding updates to its 
June 28, 2023, Natural Gas Innovation Act plan filing in the above referenced docket. In 
paragraph two of our January 3 filing, we stated: 
 

CenterPoint Energy has received information from Hennepin County that 
will likely impact the feasibility of Pilot A: RNG Produced from Hennepin 
County Organic Waste. We will relay any official announcements from the 
County in this regard once received. 

 
Please see the attached letter from David McNary at Hennepin County for their official 
response. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the information provided in this filing, please contact me 
at emily.suppes@centerpointenergy.com or 612-321-5363. 
 
Sincerely, 

/s/ Emily Suppes 

Director, Regulatory Services 

Attachment 

C: Service List

505 Nicollet Mall 
P.O. Box 59038 
Minneapolis, MN 55459-0038 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Hennepin County Environment and Energy 

Hennepin County Energy Center 

616 10th Ave., Minneapolis, MN  55415 

612-348-3777 | hennepin.us/environment 

January 16, 2024 

 

Emily Suppes, Director of Regulatory Affairs 

CenterPoint Energy – Minnesota Gas 

505 Nicollet Mall 

PO Box 59038 

Minneapolis, MN 55459-0038 

 

 

Ms. Suppes, 

On behalf of the county, we want to express our appreciation for CenterPoint Energy including 

the renewable energy gas produced from Hennepin County’s proposed anaerobic digester project 

in your Innovation Plan filing with the Public Utilities Commission.  

This letter is to inform you that the county is no longer pursuing an anerobic digestion facility. 

The county made this decision based on several factors. The capital and operating costs were 

well beyond an acceptable target price. Since the county began the purchasing process in 2018, 

many market conditions have shifted – inflation, supply chain disruptions, and labor costs – and 

made the project not financially viable.  In addition, the local landscape for organics processing 

has changed significantly. The region now has composting sites expanding their capacity and 

other public and private entities are developing anaerobic digestion facilities with greater 

capacity than what the county’s site could manage. 

CenterPoint Energy has been a valuable partner to the county as we pursued this project. While 

we are not able to provide renewable natural gas to meet our collective climate action goals, 

please let me know if there are other ways the county can support CenterPoint Energy’s 

transition to renewable natural gas.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
David McNary  

Assistant Director  



In the Matter of the Petition by CenterPoint 
Energy for Approval of its First Natural Gas 
Innovation Plan 

Docket No. G-008/M-23-215 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Melodee Carlson Chang certifies that on Thursday, January 18, 2024, she served the attached 
Letter Filing of CenterPoint Energy to all persons at the addresses indicated on the attached 
service list by having the document delivered via electronic filing. 

/s/ Melodee Carlson Chang 
Senior Regulatory Paralegal 
CenterPoint Energy 
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