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JUDGE MCKENZI E: W are going on the
record now and convening this public hearing In the
Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a
Certificate of Need for Additional Dry Cask Storage
at the Prairie Island Nucl ear Generating Pl ant
| ndependent Spent Fuel Storage Installation. This
is PUC Docket CN-24-68; this is OAH Docket Nunber
25- 2500- 39971.

Wl cone, everyone. M nanme is Megan
McKenzie, and | am an Adm nistrative Law Judge with
the Ofice of Adm nistrative Hearings. The Ofice
of Adm nistrative Hearings is an i ndependent entity
of state governnent that is not affiliated with the
Public Utilities Conmm ssion, Xcel Energy, the
Departnment of Comrerce, the Attorney Ceneral's
O fice, or any other party to this proceeding.

And | have been requested -- the PUC has
requested that | preside over this public hearing
and an evidentiary hearing in this nmatter. | wll
review all of your comments and the record as a
whol e after the evidentiary hearing and subnmt a
report to the Public Uilities Conm ssion setting
forth findings of fact, conclusions of |aw and a
recommendation to the Conm ssion. The Public

Uilities Commssion will then take that
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recomendati on and nake the final decision.

So this hearing's purpose is to obtain
input fromthe public and the community in regards
to the proposed project, which is the additional
storage capacity at the existing installation at the
Prairie Island nucl ear generating plant.

So what we will do here today is have
sone introductions and brief presentations from sone
of the parties involved in this case. W wll then
nove to the public comments portion where we w ||
encour age everyone to make comments.

We do have a court reporter present on
this hearing, and so even though we're not in a
courtroom-- or, | guess, I'min a courtroom you
all are not necessarily in a courtroom but this is
an official proceeding. And it is inportant that we
have everything accurately recorded because | wll
use the transcript in nmaking ny recommendati ons, and
the Comm ssion will ultimately review that as part
of their determ nati on.

So it's inportant that everyone speak
clearly, enunciate. W'Il|l ask that everyone just
speak one at a tine, and, please, if you have any
nanes or places or acronyns, please spell them out

so that the court reporter can accurately wite them

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Xcel Energy - Prairie Island - 24-68 - 3-24-25

down.

And so | wll start out, we can go to
then the next portion. | guess | junped the gun a
little bit, here's the agenda. So |I just ask for
peopl e to introduce thensel ves as we nove forward
t hrough the presentati ons.

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH  Are you ready for ne
to start, Judge MKenzi e?

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Yes, please go ahead.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: Ckay. Hello. M
nane is Craig Janezich, and I"ma facilities planner
with the Public Utilities Commssion. On this
slide, there's ny contact information with ny e-nail
address and phone nunber if you have any questions
about this docket.

Wien t he Conm ssion nakes a deci sion,
they need to look at -- they determne their
deci si on based on the certificate of need, and in
doi ng so, they have to | ook at the probable direct
or indirect result of a denial, and that's inpact --
and its inpact on future adequacy; whether there's a
nore reasonabl e or prudent alternative to the
proposed facility; evidence in the record of if
granting the certificate would be nore favorable to

soci ety than consequences of denying it; and
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evidence in the record that shows the approval won't
i npede on other rules and regulations in
f ederal / state governnent, |ocal governnent.

This slide shows you a general tineline
of the application. Cbviously today, March 24t h,
we're going to have -- oh, that's reversed. It
shoul d be March 24th is the virtual hearing;

March 25th is the in-person hearing. W anticipate
the Adm nistrative Law Judge to issue a report on
July 1st, and the Comm ssion will consider whether a
certificate of need should be issued in July or
August .

I will say after the Conm ssi on nmakes a
determ nation, the | egislature has one | egislative
session to review or nodify or not do anything with
the Public Uilities Comm ssion decision before it
is in effect.

W' re accepting comments, witten
comments, through April 10th, 2025. W'd ask you
get themto us by 4:30 p.m You can send themto us
via online, our website, e-mail, or US nmil. W
just ask that you include the PUC Docket Number
24-68 or the QOAH Docket Nunber 25-2500-39971, and
there are several questions we'd |like you to focus

on if you are, in fact, going to participate.
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This | ast slide shows you where you can
access -- or ny |last slide shows you where you can
access the environnental inpact statenent if you
would like to review that, the full case record.
And you al so can subscribe to the docket. That's
hel pful when anything is ever filed to the docket,
you'll receive an e-nmail, and you'll be notified if
you'd like to follow closer to what's goi ng on.

The other option -- and if you want, you
can use the eDocket website. What you do is you put
t he Docket Nunber 24-68 in the docket nunber space
and you hit search. And that wll show you
everything on the record that the ALJ and the
Conmmi ssi on can consi der when nmaking their decision

on this docket.

Then, 1'll hand it over to Pam from Xcel
Ener gy.

MS. PAM GORMAN PROCHASKA: Good
afternoon. Thanks for having ne. Yes, | am Pam
Gorman Prochaska from Xcel Energy. | ama -- our
general nanager of fleet operations. | work in the
nucl ear policy and planning area. So | will be

gi ving you an overview of the project itself, and as
you see on the slide, the docket nunbers are there

if you want to reference them
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Next slide, please, or do | do it?

Ckay. Again, this is just an overvi ew of
the certificate of need application, which we filed
in February of 2024. So, again, a high-Ievel
summary: Xcel Energy believes the operation of the
Prairie Island plant beyond 2033 and '34 is in the
best interest for our custoners, the state, the
environnent, and the conmmunities we serve.

So as part of extending the operation of
the plant, we need to increase the spent fuel
storage at Prairie Island, and this application
woul d extend it for an additional 20 years of
operation, so between 2033-34 and 2053 and '54. The
20-year extension is based on the resource planning
nodel s that we conducted for the Upper M dwest
i ntegrated resource plan that was recently approved
by the M nnesota PUC.

And just a sidenote, adding the storage
would be within the existing dry storage site
footprint as it exists today. And we have a picture
of what that | ooks |like comng up, so I'lIl be able
to better explain when we get to the picture, but
that's kind of the summary of where we're at.

Next sli de.

So M nnesota state statute requires a
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certificate of need for expandi ng existing dry cask
storage. And that -- what goes along with that is
an environnmental inpact statenent, and that was

i ssued February 2025. And the comment period is
open now and will run through April 10th, as

previ ously nenti oned.

We had done previous certificate of needs
as we have expanded the storage site, which
supported the 2033 and ' 34 operation, and then, as
ment i oned, on February 7th, 2024, that is when the
conpany filed the new certificate of need
application with the PUC for the 20 years of
ext ended operati on.

And, again, Craig already went over the
schedul e, but anticipating a decision by the end of
2025, and then that |egislative stay or review that

woul d be in the 2026 sessi on.

Next sl i de.
So at Prairie Island -- and, again, the
picture, | believe, mght be the next slide, but we

currently have 52 dry storage systens at the
facility. W're going to |load another three this
year. As we expand for this certificate of need, it
w |l not change the footprint of the |ISFSI and where

the casks are currently |located. W would
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antici pate another 34 canisters that support this
20-year life extension from'33, "34 to '53 and ' 54.

Next sli de.

So along with the state side -- or state
process, there's also a process with the Nucl ear
Regul atory Conmm ssion for a |license -- extendi ng our
license. So we currently have the licenses that go
until "33 and '34, and the next process that we
woul d go through with the NRC is call ed subsequent
license renewal, SLR. And that is where we w || ask
the NRC for a license to extend to those 2053 and
' 54 dat es.

The schedul e, as we are looking at it
now, we would file that SLR application with the NRC
by the end of 2026, quarter 3/quarter 4. And then
ri ght now those applications are typically taking 18
to 24 nonths as part of that review cycle with the
Nucl ear Regul atory Conmm ssion, and so we woul d
anticipate that we have that renewed |icense by the
end of 2028.

And that allows us five years, really, to
make changes or upgrade equi pnent or any changes
that the NRC may -- you know, go with the renewed
license. And we have outages then between 2028 to

2033 and ' 34 to nmake those changes that may cone
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w th that renewed |icense.

To date, the NRC has al ready issued nine
subsequent |icense renewals. And one of those is
our Monticello nuclear plant that received it at the
end of the year in 2024. Currently there are
13 units that are under review and i ntent has been
filed for another 28 units. So the NRCis in the
m dst of doing a nunber of these subsequent |icense
renewal applications.

Next sli de.

So here's a good visual. So you can see
the plant in the background there off to the right
wth the two reactors, and then in the foreground
here is the footprint of what the current
i ndependent spent fuel storage installation, or
| SFSI, | ooks |ike.

As you can see, we have, as nmentioned, 52
cani sters -- casks | oaded, and, you know, do anot her
three this year and up to 64 to get us to the end of
the current |icense. And then, as nentioned, we are
seeki ng approval for an additional 34 canisters that
w |l provide that |ast 20 years of operation as part
of the extension.

And as you can -- | nean, |I'Il just --

you know, as you can see, it's not great, but it's
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surrounded by a security fence, obviously, and then
an area for our security to be able to nonitor that
perineter. And then all of that is surrounded by an
eart hen berm whi ch, you know, like I said, you can
kind of make it out, but it's got an earthen berm
that surrounds the entire | SFSI.

Next sli de.

So if you have any questions on our
application, or in general any questions, you can
al ways reach out to nyself or Amanda Jepson, who
works for ne and is really leading this project in
our filing for the extended storage, that you're
al ways wel cone to reach out to us if you have

questions on the proposal.

And next -- that mght be our |ast slide.
Yes.

M5. JENNA NESS: H . M nane is Jenna
Ness. | amwth the Departnent of Conmmerce on the

Energy Environnental Review and Anal ysis team and I
was the project manager for the environnental review
in this project, neaning | wote the EIS.

Next slide, please.

So we have the final EIS avail able for
this project, and it wll be the environnental

revi ew docunent associated with the certificate of
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need. An EIS analyzes the potential human and
environnental inpacts for the project, as well as --
when a certificate of need is involved --
alternatives to the project, which you could see in
t he docunent if you' ve reviewed it or are planning
to. This wll be used by the Conm ssi on when they
make their decision about the CN --

Next sli de.

-- the certificate of need, excuse ne.

And, Craig, | did have a question, is
this going to be posted in eDockets, this
present ati on?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  Yeah, | w | post
it. Yeah.

MS. JENNA NESS: Ckay. Thank you. |
just wanted to clarify because I know we're going
t hrough the slides kind of quick. So if you don't
catch our information on here, ask us in the chat.
We can post it in there, or it wll be posted as
wel | because | have a lot of |inks on here as well.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: Ri ght .

MS. JENNA NESS: So on the Departnent of
Conmmer ce website you can navigate to the project
webpage and get nore infornation there and find the

ElIS, as well as the Conm ssion's website. | did
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send a paper copy to the Red Wng public library,
and if you e-mail ne personally, | can ook into
getting you a printed copy if you' d |ike one
yoursel f, but those are limted as they are
i ncredi bly | arge.
Next slide, please.
And that's all | have, Judge MKenzi e.
JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Ckay. Very good.

W will nove now to taking comments from
the public. So just a few notes, | guess, about
that. | very nuch encourage anyone who would |ike

to nmake a comment to make a comment. W al so have

an i n-person hearing tonorrow, which wll cover the
sane -- basically the sane informati on you' ve heard
t oday.

There is also the ability to nake witten
comments, and we will make sure that we put that
slide up again before the end. | did just want to
note that all conmments are given the sane wei ght,
whet her they are nmade in person, on this Wbex, or
in witing. So feel free to give a comment in the
manner that is nost confortable to you. Al
comrents provided by the deadline of April 10th wll
be consi der ed.

So we will now nove to taking any of the
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menbers of the public who wish to make a conment.
Has anyone indicated that they would |Iike to nake a
comrent, Craig?

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: No, at this tine
they haven't, and I'll just go over the directions
quick. If you'd |like to chat, use the chat icon in
the lower |l eft-hand corner of the screen indicating
that you'd like to speak. |If you're a caller and

you're strictly using a phone, press *3, and that

wll indicate to us that you would |i ke to speak,
and at that point, | can call your nane and unnute
you.

So far no one has indicated an interest
I n speaki ng.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Let's just switch
briefly, do you have the slide about how to nake
witten comments?

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH  Sure. |1'll go back
to that, yes. There we go.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: So if anyone would |ike
to make a witten comment, the information is here
on this slide. You can visit the PUC s website,
whi ch is M\ gov/ PUC/ consuner s/ public-comments, and
you'll be able to nake public comments. There is an

e-mai |l address, which is consuner. PUC@t at e. . us,
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and then there is a U S. nmail address, which is on
the screen, in St. Paul.

Al t hough, | do believe -- Craig, you can
correct ne if I"'mwong -- that digital coments are
preferred, but nmail comments, obviously, are al so
accepted. And as | said, all comments are given the
sane wei ght whether they are nade at a hearing or in
witing.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: That's correct,
Judge.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: And so | do not see
anyone in the chat that has indicated that they
woul d |i ke to speak, and, again, anyone on the
phone, use *3 to indicate --

So | see a comment in the chat, which is,
| guess, nore of a question from Judy Hel gen, "Wo
w |l nonitor the casks 100 year or nore from now?"

And | don't know if anyone from Xcel, or
Jenna, if you would |Ii ke to answer that question.

MS. JENNA NESS: Yeah, we tal k about that
in the EISto the extent we can. O course, we
can't predict what it will look Iike 100 years from
now, but to -- excuse ne. So, yeah, we do discuss
the outconmes if nonitoring does continue and if it

doesn't. And we do admt, if nonitoring doesn't
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continue, nore -- from 100 years from now, the

i npact would be significant. But as that's in the
process and we expect there to be pernanent storage
and nonitoring wthin the next 100 years at | east.
Those inpacts will be anticipated to be m ninmal, but
we don't have a specific answer just because it's
unknown at this point.

If Xcel would like to el aborate?

MS. PAM GORMAN PROCHASKA: Yeah. | think
| can add a few comments about that. QOoviously,
we're going to store the fuel at our site and
nmonitor it and take care of it as long as we're
there. And so the conpany wll be there.

In the neantine, we are continuing to
work with Departnent of Energy on their
responsibility and, actually, legal obligation to
take the fuel. So there's currently a consent-based
siting programtaking place wth the Departnent of
Energy. And so we are heavily leading the industry
as we work with themto cone up with an interimand
per manent sol ution, and anticipate noving that fuel
fromPrairie Island/ Monticello to that facility once
it's avail abl e.

But in the neantine, it wll be our

responsibility, and we wll continue to nonitor and
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care for it with oversight by the Nucl ear Regul atory
Commi ssion as long as the fuel remains on site.
JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you.
And do we have anyone on the phone,

Craig, who's indicated that they would like to

speak?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH W don't.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: | amgoing to, sort of,
issue a last call. Craig, if you could just nobve to
the instructions once again. |If anyone would -- on

t he phone would |Ii ke to add yoursel f, please press
*3, and anyone in the Wbex, you can indicate in the
chat icon that you would |ike to speak and you w ||
be unnut ed.

And | am not seeing anyone el se
indicating that they would -- that they would |ike
to speak, so | will just ask Craig to put up the
witten comment infornmation one nore tine before we
adjourn. Sorry, Craig.

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  No, you're fine.
You're fine.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: So, again, witten
coments are accepted until the 10th. There is also
an i n-person neeting tonorrow i n Red W ng.

So, Jenna, yes, | see a hand.
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M5. JENNA NESS: Yes. Judy posted

sonething else in the chat. | think she m ght be
referring to sonething I said. It mght be hel pful
to get sone el aboration if you're willing to cone
of f mute.

G herwi se, | don't know if Pam has

anyt hing el se to add.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: Maybe - -

M5. PAM GORMAN PROCHASKA: Maybe | said
it, I certainly didn'"t -- if |I saidit, |I'mnot
sure, maybe | didn't use the right words.

But clearly Xcel Energy, if we own that
site, we're going to take care of the casks and take
care of the site. And so we aren't going anywhere,
and we'l|l take care of it 100 years fromnow if the
fuel hasn't been noved by the Departnent of Energy.
But in the neantinme, we're going to continue to work
wth themto live up to that | egal obligation.

Soif | saidit, |I apologize. That was
not a good use of words.

JUDGE MCKENZIE: Al right. Well, thank
you, everyone, for attending this evening. |
appreci ate everyone's attendance, and the public's
participation in these proceedings is very

inmportant. It's inportant to ne as | wite ny
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report, | knowit is also inportant to the
Commi ssion, and so | do appreciate your tine and
attenti on today.

And so seeing that we have no one in |line
to make public comments, | will adjourn the hearing.
Thank you very nuch.

(Public hearing adjourned at 6:29 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA)
) SS.
COUNTY OF RAMSEY )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Christine Sinons, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing transcript,
consisting of the preceding 21 pages is a
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes, and is
a full, true and conplete transcript of the
proceedings to the best of ny ability.
Dat ed March 29, 2025.

/s/ Christine Sinons

CHRI STI NE SI MONS

Regi stered Merit Reporter

Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
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