m COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT
September 10, 2025

Mike Bull

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

RE: Revision to Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce
Docket No. P999/PR-25-8

Dear Mr. Bull:

Enclosed is a revision to page 9 of the Minnesota Department of Commerce’s September 2, 2025
Comments in Docket No. P999/PR-25-8, which were filed in response to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission’s May 23, 2025 Notice of Comment Period in the following matter:

Annual Certifications Related to Eligible Telecommunications Carriers’ (ETCs) Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

Page 9 of the Department’s September 2, 2025 comments, incorrectly referenced the year 2023 and
should, instead have referenced the year 2024. The attached revision shows the correction to page 9 of the
comments. The Department is available to answer questions the Commission may have.

Sincerely,

/s/ Dr. SYDNIE LIEB
Assistant Commissioner of Regulatory Analysis

DD/ar
Attachment

85 7th Place East - Suite 280 - Saint Paul, MN 55101 | P: 651-539-1500 | F: 651-539-1547
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Docket No. P999/PR-25-8
Analyst(s) assigned: Diane Dietz, Lisa Gonzalez, Kyle Straiton, Arielle Tiamiyu

modifications to the best practices for an annual filing along with the appropriate docket and
timing of an annual filing.

V. DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS
A. OVERVIEW OF DEPARTMENT EXAMINATION
Al High-Cost Plans Subject to Certification.
The FCC, through USAC,? disburses funds to companies through more than 20 different funding
programs. In 2023-2024, USAC disbursed $164,771,105 from eight different programs in

Minnesota. These funds were distributed through the following programs, ranked from most to
least dollars distributed (plans with SO distributed in Minnesota are excluded from this list).

Plan Abbrev. Amount Disbursed in
MN in 2024
Enhanced Alternative Connect America Mode| EACAM $95,234,316.96
Alternative Connect America Model ACAM $16,823,990.04
Alternative Connect America Model Il ACAMII $12,553,783.20
Intercarrier Compensation Recovery Icc $17,076,672.00
Connect America Fund Broadband Loop CAFBLS $10,573,980.00
Support
Rural Digital Opportunity Fund RDOF $8,008,902.60
Connect America Fund Phase Il Auction CAF II Auction $2,962,710.22
High Cost Loop HCL $1,194,954.00
Rural Broadband Experiment RBE $341,796.12
Total $164,771,105.14

USAC provides a description of each fund at https://www.usac.org/high-cost/funds/.

A.2.  Overview of Certification Review.

The Minnesota Commission is required to annually certify that “all federal high-cost support
provided to [ETCs] within that State was used in the preceding calendar year and will be used in
the coming calendar year only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. High-cost support shall only be provided to the extent
that the State has filed the requisite certification pursuant to” 47 CFR 54.314(a).?®> The FCC’s 481
Form is the primary informational tool used in the certification process, but additional
information is relevant in determining whether an ETC should be granted certification.

22 USAC distributes and manages all the universal service funds mandated by the FCC.
23 See CFR-2022-title47-vol3-part54.pdf (govinfo.gov)
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
|, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that | have this day, served copies of the
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly enveloped

with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Revised Comments

Docket No. P999/PR-25-8
Dated this 9" day of September 2025

/s/Sharon Ferguson
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mnpucnotices@farmerstel.net Farmers Mutual
Telephone
Company

trent.fellers@windstream.com Windstream
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St. Paul MN,
55101

United States

301 2nd St S
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September 10, 2025





Mike Bull

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota  55101-2147





RE:	Revision to Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce

	Docket No. P999/PR-25-8  





Dear Mr. Bull:



Enclosed is a revision to page 9 of the Minnesota Department of Commerce’s September 2, 2025 Comments in Docket No. P999/PR-25-8, which were filed in response to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s May 23, 2025 Notice of Comment Period in the following matter:



Annual Certifications Related to Eligible Telecommunications Carriers’ (ETCs) Use of Federal Universal Service Support.



Page 9 of the Department’s September 2, 2025 comments, incorrectly referenced the year 2023 and should, instead have referenced the year 2024. The attached revision shows the correction to page 9 of the comments. The Department is available to answer questions the Commission may have. 



Sincerely,



/s/ Dr. SYDNIE LIEB                                                     

Assistant Commissioner of Regulatory Analysis   



DD/ar
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[bookmark: _Hlk208311742]modifications to the best practices for an annual filing along with the appropriate docket and timing of an annual filing.

IV. DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS

A. OVERVIEW OF DEPARTMENT EXAMINATION

A.1. High-Cost Plans Subject to Certification.



The FCC, through USAC,22 disburses funds to companies through more than 20 different funding programs. In 2023 2024, USAC disbursed $164,771,105 from eight different programs in Minnesota. These funds were distributed through the following programs, ranked from most to least dollars distributed (plans with $0 distributed in Minnesota are excluded from this list).



[bookmark: _Hlk208311818]Plan	Abbrev.	Amount Disbursed in MN in 2024



Enhanced Alternative Connect America Model EACAM	$95,234,316.96

Alternative Connect America Model	ACAM	$16,823,990.04

Alternative Connect America Model II	ACAM II	$12,553,783.20

Intercarrier Compensation Recovery	ICC	$17,076,672.00
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Connect America Fund Broadband Loop Support


CAF BLS	$10,573,980.00



Rural Digital Opportunity Fund	RDOF	$8,008,902.60

Connect America Fund Phase II Auction	CAF II Auction	$2,962,710.22

High Cost Loop	HCL	$1,194,954.00

Rural Broadband Experiment	RBE			$341,796.12  Total			$164,771,105.14





USAC provides a description of each fund at https://www.usac.org/high-cost/funds/.



A.2. Overview of Certification Review.



The Minnesota Commission is required to annually certify that “all federal high-cost support provided to [ETCs] within that State was used in the preceding calendar year and will be used in the coming calendar year only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. High-cost support shall only be provided to the extent that the State has filed the requisite certification pursuant to” 47 CFR 54.314(a).23 The FCC’s 481 Form is the primary informational tool used in the certification process, but additional information is relevant in determining whether an ETC should be granted certification.



22 USAC distributes and manages all the universal service funds mandated by the FCC.

23 See  CFR-2022-title47-vol3-part54.pdf (govinfo.gov)
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