© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Information and Scoping Meeting - 12-11-23

SCOPI NG AND | NFORVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 23-200 & 08-1474
WEBEX - DECEMBER 11, 2023 - 6:00 P.M
BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON
AND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of
Need for the Proposed 345 kV Brooki ngs County, Lyon
County and Hel ena County Hampton Second G rcuit Project
In the Matter of the Application for a Mnor Alteration
of the CapX2020 Brookings - Hanpton Route Permt to Add
t he Brooki ngs County - Lyon County and Hel ena - Hanpton
Second Circuit Project

MPUC DOCKET NOs. E-002/CN-23-200
E- 002/ Tl - 08- 1474

Meeting held renotely via:

Webex and Tel ephone

DECEMBER 11, 2023

STENOGRAPHI C COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RVR RPR
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MR. M CHAEL KALUZN AK: Al right. GCood
eveni ng, everybody. Thank you for show ng up here
in our virtual neeting. M nane is M chael
Kal uzniak. |'ma staff person with the M nnesota
Public Utilities Comm ssion.

This is a public information and
envi ronnental report scoping neeting for the
Br ooki ngs-t o- Hanpton transm ssion |ine second
circuit project. W're joined virtually tonight.
We'll be in Marshall at the Everspring Hotel and
Event Center at 6:00 p.m tonorrow, if you care to
j oin us.

This nmeeting is about a second circuit

stringing on a portion of the previously-permitted

Br ooki ngs-to-Hanpton line. | won't go too deeply
into the project itself. M. TimRogers from Xcel
w |l be explaining that nore after | finish ny

present ati on here.

There's a requirenent for a certificate
of need for the project, and as well as a m nor
alteration that I'll talk to you about in a second
here. The neeting here is to provide you an
opportunity to ask questions and provi de any
comments that you m ght have about the need for the

project, its potential inpacts, and any nethods that
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we mght use to mtigate, mnimze, and avoid any of
t hose potential i npacts.

After | turn it over to Tim then Suzanne
St ei nhauer from the Departnent of Commerce will be
noderati ng the remai nder of the sem nar during the
Q and-A after a presentation about their role in the
pr oj ect .

The Public Uilities Comm ssion is a
five-nmenber body. |I'ma staff person at the
Conmmi ssion. W do all of our business publicly.

Al'l of our official nmeetings and hearings are public
and avail abl e for anybody to attend. W do have all
of our record docket information, applications,
presentati ons, and so forth online here.

Let's see, this proposed transn ssion
line is a project that requires a certificate of
need because it is a transmssion line that's over
1,500 feet, capable of operating at nore than 200
kil ovol ts.

As | nmentioned, this line that runs from
Br ooki ngs to Hanpton -- basically the South Dakota
border to south of the Twwn Cties -- was previously
permtted by the Comm ssion in 2012, if | renenber
correctly. And a portion of that was strung with a

second circuit at the tine of construction, or
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shortly thereafter, and, currently, the renmai nder of
it would be used for a second circuit. So the

exi sting structures would be used for that second
circuit for the nost part. There's a coupl e changes
we have as wel |.

A certificate of need process is reviewed
under a comment -- a formal comment and review
process that's included in the statutes and rul es
here that 1've cited. As | nentioned, copies of
this presentation will be nmade avail abl e onli ne.

The project also requires a m nor
alteration for the portions that will be nodified
under our mnor alteration process. A mnor
alteration is one that does not result in
signi ficant change in human or environnental i npact
of the facility.

The Conmm ssion authorized preparation of
an environnental report in its Cctober 10th O der
accepting the application as conplete. That
accept ance does not constitute an approval in any
sense. It's just -- it's a determ nation that
there's sufficient information in the applications
to go on.

Going forward with the process, the

Comm ssion wll -- after doing these neetings wll
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have the Departnent of Conmmerce prepare an
environnental report for the certificate of need,
and any comments you nmay have, they may include in
t hat .

After that tinme, we'll be back in the
project areas again. Basically repeating these
meeti ngs, once again, both in the project area and
renotely via the Webex platform here, to coll ect
your information if you have coments or questions
about the project itself and the environment al
report.

Let's see here, after that tine, we wll
have an Adm nistrative Law Judge report summari zi ng
the project to-date and the heari ng comments,

i ncl udi ng your coments here tonight, and we do

appreci ate receiving all of those. Once the ALJ

report -- the Adm nistrative Law Judge report --
cones in, I'll do a briefing paper, and then the
Comm ssion will decide shortly thereafter on the

project and include any permt requirenents as they
deem necessary.

Let's see here, we anticipate having the
publ i c hearing sonetine around March of next year,
of 2024.

And we shoul d be good there.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Information and Scoping Meeting - 12-11-23

| should note that the comments for the
envi ronnental report scoping are due January 3rd.
So if you carry away nothing fromtonight's neeting,
pl ease remenber that the comments are due at that
time. So we'd appreciate hearing from you.
Suzanne's presentation has nore information about
how to do that, how to submt comments.

The notice of this neeting was posted to
t he Conmmi ssion's website, our eDockets that you can
find via our website, M\ gov/PUC. W also have our
contact infornmation here. |If you care to reach us
at any tine, please feel free to do so. M phone
nunber and e-mail are there. Jacques Harvieux is
the public advisor for the Comm ssion on this
matter, and the Comm ssion's website is here as
well. And I'll try to upload this presentation as
soon as | can after the neeting here.

So wwth that, | think I wll turn it over
to M. Rogers who wll have sonme informati on about
the project itself. Thank you for com ng out.

MR, TIM ROGERS: Thank you, M ke.

H. |1'mTimRogers. |'mmanager in the
siting and land rights group at Xcel Energy. M
group takes care of the permtting and | and control

for our projects. |I'malso joined by Tony Wendl and,
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our project manager for this project.

Xcel Energy, we are the lead utility. W
are leading the application for this project, but I
do want to note that there are other CapX owners on
this line that you can see on the screen there.

We're here to ask approval fromthe
Commi ssion to install a second-circuit 345-kilovolt
line on the existing structures that are capabl e of
that second circuit already. There's two distinct
segnents to this project: An eastern and a western
segnent. In total, it's about a 98-m | e project.

W'll let Mke -- very good.

The western segnent goes from Brooki ngs
County substation -- which is in Wiite, South
Dakota -- to the Lyon County substation in MIroy,
M nnesota. The eastern segnent goes from
New Prague, M nnesota, to Hanpton, M nnesot a.

So in 2012, | think, the Conmm ssion
approved us to build these structures with the
second set of davit arns already in place. So when
the tinme cones to hang a second circuit, we won't
have to do as nmuch construction. It will all be set
for us.

However, at the tinme we needed -- we need

to hang that second circuit, the Comm ssi on asked
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the owners to conme back with data showng is --
showing the tine -- or the need for -- is it the
right time to put on that second circuit? So the
tinme is now W have been experienci ng congestion
on this line, which has been inhibiting us from
delivering the renewabl e energy to our custoners.
So that's what this is all about, is getting in
front of the Conmm ssion to show that now is the
tine. W have a need for this second circuit.

Here are sone nore details on the actual
project. You can see the segnents on each end in
red. That's the two segnents that we need to hang
that second circuit on. You'll notice in the mddle
is a purple segnent. The Comm ssion all owed the
owners to build and operate a double-circuit 345-kV
line in that mddle section. So we're just kind
of -- we're conpleting this project. Once it's
done, we'll have a double-circuit 345-kilovolt Iine.

We plan to use a helicopter to install

the second set of conductors. Al the work wll be
wthin the existing easenents. W will have sone
areas where we'll need the crews to, you know, use a

bucket truck to get up to those structures. So in
those areas, we will have sone tenporary inpacts

fromthe access routes and the work areas around
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those structures. Any inpacts to crops wll be

r ei nbur sed.

You can -- let's see, what you have
now is -- you can back up there, Mke. Yeah.
Thanks.

So that's that -- the western segnent.

Those little areas in red are the areas where we' ||
have sonme tenporary inpacts. W'I|l have sone access
routes in the work areas. The construction on the
western segnent is expected to begin Quarter 2 of
next year, of 2024.

And there's going to be one structure
we'll have to put a new -- put an additional
structure in when this line cuts into that Steep
Bank Lake substati on.

Next slide, M ke.

Here's the eastern segnent. It's pretty
much the sane situation: Helicopter install, al
W thin existing easenents. There wll be newer --

new structures that have to be installed, about 11
or so. And that's, again, because we have to cut
into the Chub Lake substation, that will need one or
two new structures. And then you can see south of
this airport |lake -- Airlake Airport, we have to

have some | ower-profile, shorter structures, and so
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that wll cause us to, kind of, nove about ten or --
nine or ten structures.

The eastern segnent, we're expecting to
begi n construction in 2025.

And | think that's it, M ke.

The next slide has got -- if you need any
nore information on the project or you need to

contact us, the information is here.

And with that, I will turn it over to
Suzanne.
MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Thanks, Tim
Good evening. M nane is Suzanne
Stei nhauer. |1'mhere with the M nnesota Depart nent

of Commerce, Energy Environmental Renew and Anal ysis
Di vi si on.

And you can go to the next slide.

The Departnent of Conmmerce has a nunber
of responsibilities, nost of which fall under the,
sort of, general area of consuner protection. W
have an insurance fraud division, rate paper -- |I'm
sorry, ratepayer advocacy, and al so wei ghts and
nmeasur es.

Qur role at the EERA is to act as
techni cal advisors to the Comm ssion in order to

provide neutral, third-party anal yzes of potenti al
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human and environnental inpacts for projects that
are seeking a permt fromthe Comm ssion. W don't
advocate. W try to focus on the facts and make
those available to the Comm ssion and to all
participants. The goal is infornmed deci sion-making
by the Conmm ssion and information for all
parti ci pants.

You can nove ahead.

So | think we covered this. The project,
as proposed, needs two approvals fromthe
Comm ssion: The certificate of need and the m nor
al teration.

Movi ng ahead, with respect to ny
responsibility, which is environnental review, the
difference is that the certificate of need
proceedi ngs require an environnental report;
whereas, the mnor alteration doesn't have a
separate environnental review docunent. The review
Is incorporated into the process.

Next sl i de.

So the environnmental report describes the
proposed project and systemalternatives. System
alternatives to the proposed project are related to
the size, type, and timng to neet the identified

need for the project. W w il assess the potenti al
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human and environnental i1npacts fromthe proposed
project and systemalternatives, and identify
strategies to avoid and mtigate those inpacts.

So any infrastructure project is going to
have i npacts on humans and the environnent, and the
job of the environnental report is to put those in
perspective. So one of the alternatives will be not
buil ding the project, which will also have
envi ronnental and hunan i npacts.

Next slide, please.

So the environnental report will | ook at
a nunber of things. It wll |look at the
alternatives, including a no-build; transm ssion
lines of a different size or type; why can or can't
you do generation instead of transm ssion; and it
wll look for all of those identified alternatives.
It will look at the inpacts of mtigati on nmeasures
to natural resources, which includes air quality,
gr eenhouse gases, vegetation, wldlife, geol ogy,
soils and water; human settl enent, including
aest hetics, noise, socioeconomcs, cultural
resources, public services, conmuni cations, health
and safety, and environnental justice; and then
| and- based econom es, including agriculture, and to

the extent practicable, forestry, m ning,
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recreation, and tourism

Next slide, please.

So with that in m nd, the public comments
hel p us focus and devel op the alternatives and
informthe analysis for the proposed project in the
environnental report. W use this scoping process
to nove fromthe "general"” to the "specific.” Wat
is it about this particular project in this
particul ar place? And we use that also to inform
our recomendations as to permt conditions that
could m nimze or avoid those inpacts.

Next slide, please.

So wth that, sort of, general background
in mnd, I'd ask that you try to, to the extent
possi bl e, focus the scoping conmments on potenti al
i mpacts, human and environnental ; strategies to
avoid, mnimze, or mtigate the potential i npacts;
ot her ways that the need for the project could be
met; uni que characteristics of the proposed route or
the project; itens that are m ssing or
m scharacterized in either of the applications; and
t hen, just generally, other project-rel ated issues
or concerns.

Next slide, please.

So we're taking comments this afternoon.
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We're taking verbal comments today. There is a
court reporter, so we'll have a record of that. And
then as M ke nentioned, we have a neeting in
Marshal |l tonorrow night, and those are the three
opportunities to provide oral coments.

Comments -- witten comments, we're
accepting through January 3rd, those go to ne. You
can comment online on the Commerce website. There's
a fillable form You can nmail, fax, or e-mail a
comment to nme, and as long as | get it by the end of
day on January 3rd, that will be part of the record.

So in just a mnute we'll open coments
up, but I want to go over, real briefly, just sone
of the -- so the ground rules. As | nentioned, we
have a court reporter. |It's really inportant that
we have an accurate record of who's speaking, so
we'll ask one speaker at a tinme. W'Ill ask the
speaker to state and spell your nane for the court
reporter.

Try to direct your conmments and questions
to the scope of the ER, but there's also an
opportunity to ask questions. |If you have questions
about the project, I'd recommend -- |1'd advise you
to do that tonight. W have people here who shoul d

be able to answer your question. W'IlI|l |limt the
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initial comments to five mnutes or less. It
doesn't look like there's a whole | ot of people, so
we want to get to everybody. And then, finally,

mai ntai n respect for others. People can have

di fferent opinions on the sane project.

So that said, | wll open it for
conment s.

MR. M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Just a rem nder,
if you care to speak or have a comment, please raise
your hand using the hand feature, or press *3 on
your phone, and we can line you up for a conment.

W don't seemto have anybody who's got
their hand raised for coments.

Once again, while we're sitting here, on
the |l eft-hand side of this screen there is a survey
that the Comm ssion has started using at all of our
public nmeetings and hearings, and there's a QR code
there that you can screen. Qherw se, you can find
it at the URL that's listed here, and then it's just
si X questions about the fornmat of these neetings and
if you find themuseful and things that we could
i npprove. We'd love to hear from you.

Once again, if you have questions, please
rai se your hand. There's a raise-your-hand

function, and al so you can use *3 if you are calling
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in. You can also chat using the chat icon and send
a nessage to us to let us know you'd |ike to speak.

M5. SUZANNE STEINHAUER So |'mgoing to
rely on you, M ke and Jacques, but | don't see
anybody. | want to make sure peopl e have an
opportunity and can figure out the technol ogy to get
our attention.

MR. JACQUES HARVI EUX:  Yeah. I've got
both of those open right now, and |I'm not seeing
anybody.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER  Ckay. So I'Il
go through coments. Comments are goi ng once --
"Il go slow -- comments are goi ng tw ce.

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: W' ve got one
per son.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Ckay. Yeah.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: George Vi nson.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: State and spel
your nane, please, for the court reporter.

MR. GECRGE VINSON: Can you guys hear ne?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Yes.

MR CGEORGE VINSON: | just wasn't sure
if -- 1 think you guys said that there was no one
here, but I'mhere. | don't have any questions or
comments, but | just wanted to see if there was an
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error in the --

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: No, | -- what |
meant to say -- | didn't have anybody, | neant
nobody had their hand rai sed.

MR, GEORGE VI NSON: Onh, thanks.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER  Yeah. W do
have, | think, it shows seven attendees, but |'m not
seei ng anybody.

Jacques, M ke?

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: No, | don't got
anybody ri ght now.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Okay. So once
again, |I'll give you three opportunities before we
cl ose the comment portion of the nmeeting. Comments
are goi ng once, going twice, going three tinmes. |
want to nmake sure everybody has had an opportunity.

So | want to nmake sure that you're --
just remenber that we are accepting witten conmrents
t hrough January 3rd. Those can be addressed to ne.
Pl ease feel free to give ne a call, and I'lIl try to
answer your questions. You should just know that
that won't be part of the official record.

So that said, | will close the comment
portion of the neeting, and thanks very nuch for

your tinme. | appreciate it.
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MR. M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Thank you,
everyone, for being here, and once again, we'll have
all of this information available online at the
Conmi ssion's website and the eDockets system

Additionally, we have anot her opportunity
tonmorrow at the Mankato -- Everspring Hotel and
Event Center in Marshall, M nnesot a.

So, once again, thanks for your comments.
Pl ease renenber to get themin by January 3, 2024.

Thanks very much. Good ni ght.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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