
Chair and Commissioners

Minnesota Pubtic Util,ities Commission

121 7th Ptace East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: Request for Temporary Suspension of Proceedings - MariBel,t Transmission Project

Dear Chair and Commissioners:

On behal.f of the City of Spring Grove, Minnesota, the City Council respectfull.y submits this

formaI request for a temp orary suspension of proceedings, permitting actions, and any

advancement toward construction of the MariBet[ Transmission Project within one mile of

the City's corporate Limits.

The proposed transmission [ine corridor, as currentty presented, lies in close proximity to

the City and directty affects current residents, adjacent [andowners, agricutturaI

operations, and areas identified for future residentiat and commercial growth under the

City's Comprehensive Pl,an. At this time, the City does not have sufficient information to

futly evaluate the long-term impacts of the project on:

. Residentiat property vatues

. Agricuttural land use and drainage systems

. Future municipaI growth and infrastructure corridors

. EnvironmentaI resources and scenic [andscapes

. Pubtic heal.th and safety considerations

. Emergency services coordination

. The City's tax base and economic devetopment prospects

The City is particutarty concerned that meaningfuI engagement with affected residents and

landowners has not yet produced clear answers regarding route alternatives, mitigation

strategies, [ong-term maintenance imptications, or compensation frameworks.

Accordingty, the City respectfuLty requests:

1 . A temporary hatt or stay of project review and advancement unti[ supptemental

information is provided and reviewed;

2. An extension of appticabte comment and scoping deadLines;

3. A comprehensive evatuation of route atternatives that increase separation from the

City's municipat boundary;

4. A detail,ed economic and [and-use impact anatysis specific to Spring Grove and

adjacent properties;



5. A pubtic informationaI meeting hetd within the City of Spring Grove to ensure fu[[

community partici pation.

The City of Spring Grove recognizes the importance of regional energy rel,iabiLity; however,

infrastructure of this magnitude warrants detiberate review and transparent

communication when it is proposed in ctose proximityto an estabtished municipal,ity.

The City is committed to working constructivetywith the Commission, the Minnesota

Department of Commerce, and the project devetoper to ensure that the rights of our

residents and tandowners are futty considered before irreversibte decisions are made

We respectfutty request written confirmation of how the Commission intends to address

this request.

Si rety,

our^9"9^ZG

Mayor

City of Spring Grove

Date 3 -6 - ?,"b

c Administrator /Cterk

cc: Minnesota Department of Commerce

Project Developer - MariBetl, Transmission Project

Fittmore County Board of Commissioners



CITY OF SPRING GROVE

HOUSTON COUNTY, MINN ESOTA

RESOLUTION NO.26-21

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING ATEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF PROCEEDINGS AND

FU RTH ER REVIEW OF TH E MARI BELL TRANSM ISSION PROJ ECT WITH I N ON E M I LE OF TH E

CIry OF SPRING GROVE

WHEREAS, the MariBet[ Transmission Project proposes construction of a high-vol,tage

transmission line in proximity to the municipal boundaries of the City of Spring Grove; and

WHEREAS, portions of the proposed route are tocated within one (1) mite of the City [imits,

directty affecting City residents, adjacent [andowners, agricutturaI operations, and areas

designated for future growth under the City's Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that additional. time and information are necessary to

adequately evatuate the potential impacts of the project on:

. ResidentiaI and agriculturaI property vatues;

. Land use and tong-term devetopment patterns;

. MunicipaI infrastructure and emergency services;

. EnvironmentaI resources and scenic [andscapes;

. Pubtic heatth, safety, and general wetfare;

. The City's economic devetopment objectives and tax base; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has received questions and concerns from residents and

adjacent [andowners regarding route atternatives, mitigation measures, [ong-term

maintenance imptications, and compensation frameworks; and

WHEREAS, the City betieves that ful.l. transparency, thorough environmentaI and economic

review, and meaningfut publ,ic engagement are essential prior to advancement of a project

of this magnitude;

NOW THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED by the City Councit of the City of Spring Grove,

Minnesota, as fottows:

1. The City formatty requests that the Minnesota Pubtic Utitities Commission

temporarity suspend or stay further proceedings, permitting actions, and any

advancement toward construction of the MariBe[[ Transmission Project within one

mite of the City's corporate timits untit additiona[ review and information are

provided.



2. The City further requests an extension of appticabte scoping and pubtic comment
periods to attow the City and its residents adequate opportunity to evatuate project

impacts.

3. The City requests a comprehensive anatysis of route alternatives that increase

separation from the City's municipal boundaries and ptanned growth areas.

4. The City requests a detaited economic and land-use impact study specific to Spring

Grove and affected adjacent properties.

5. The City requests that at teast one formal pubtic informational meeting be

conducted within the City of Spring Grove.

6. The City directs the Mayor and City Administrator to transmit this Resotution to the

Minnesota Pubtic Util.ities Commission, the Minnesota Department of Commerce,

the project devetoper, and other appropriate governmentaI entities.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Spring Grove remains committed to working

cooperativety with state agencies and the project devetoper to ensure that regional energy

needs are batanced with protection of locaI residents and Long-term community ptanning

objectives.

the City Councit of the City of Spring Grove this Sth day of March, 2026.

Mayor

ATTEST:

hcwtl, f\n^ S'ry '?-t"

"U*
Administralor lCterk

Voting:

Ayes:

Nays:

Absent: Dr.xr,n,t
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