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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 
November 10, 2023 Letter Applicants Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) 
Initial outreach for BSSA Project and 
request for comments 

December 18, 2023 Email FAA Applicants Response to BSSA Transmission Line 
Project Introduction 

December 21, 2023 Email FAA Applicants Status of FAA Filing 
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November 10, 2023 

Andy Peek, Manager 
Federal Aviation Administration
6020 28th Ave S - Ste 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55450 

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Mr. Peek, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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November 10, 2023 

Wendall Meyer, Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration
180 E. Fifth St., Suite 930 
St Paul, MN 55101 

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Mr. Meyer, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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Federal Representatives 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 
November 10, 2023 Letter Applicants U.S. Senate Initial outreach for BSSA Project and 

request for comments 

U.S. Representative 
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November 10, 2023 

Amy Klobuchar 
U.S. Senate 
425 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 2051020510  

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA) 

Dear Ms. Klobuchar, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect 
Otter Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially 
in Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the 
final route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail 
and Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route 
Permit application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application 
with the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety 
of factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 
Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies. 
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org.  
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
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November 10, 2023 Letter Applicants U.S. Army Corp of 

Engineers (USACE) 
Initial outreach for BSSA Project and 
request for comments 

September 12, 2024 Email Applicants USACE Project introduction and potential 
USACE permitting 
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November 10, 2023 

Larry Puchalski, Project Manager 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers- Bemidji Branch 
4111 Technology Dr. NW, Suite 295 
Bemidji, MN 56601 

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Mr. Puchalski, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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From: Hanley, Jennifer
To: Wierzbinski, Daryl W CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA)
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Subject: Big Stone South to Alexandria 345kV Transmission Line (BSSA) USACE Contact
Date: Thursday, September 12, 2024 10:50:00 AM

Daryl,

Thanks so much for the call this morning. Here is a brief summary of the Big Stone South to
Alexandria 345 kV transmission line project (BSSA).

BSSA is a brand new transmission line that will go from the Big Stone South substation in Big
Stone City, SD to the Alexandria substation in Alexandria, MN and would be owned by Otter
Tail Powe Company and Missouri River Energy Services. The transmission line would cross Big
Stone County, Swift County, Stevens County, Pope County and Douglas County. The
transmission line structures will be steel monopoles that are approximately 150 ft tall and
spaced approximately 1,400 ft apart. The concrete foundations they sit on will be
approximately 10 feet in diameter. We do not plan on building any permanent access roads for
construction.

As part of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) process to permit a transmission
line of this size, we need to put forth 2 route alternatives in a Route Permit Application (for this
project these are broken into south, central, and north segments that the MPUC could mix and
match how they see fit). Once we submit our Route Permit Application, the MN Department of
Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) team will prepare a Minnesota
Environmental Impact Statement for the MPUC’s decision making process. EERA and the
MPUC will hold public information and environmental scoping meetings ahead of the EIS
preparation, at which time landowners/agencies/LGUs could propose additional alternatives.
Once the EIS is complete a public hearing is held.

Once this process is complete and the information is provided to the MPUC commissioners,
MPUC will select the route. It is at this time that we start to work with landowners to get right of
entry to do environmental field studies.

The proposed routes that plan on submitting to the MPUC in October of this year, include a
Minnesota River Crossing near Ortonville, MN which is a USACE Section 10 waterway. We
intend to avoid wetlands as much as we can but we won’t know if we can completely avoid
until we receive an approved route and have finalized the design and locations of the
structures.

We understand that the USACE 404/10 permitting would likely fall under the General Regional
Permit for utilities in Minnesota and would be done under the Joint State/Federal form in MN.
As we discussed, when we get closer to our final route, we will reach out to the USACE for a
pre-application meeting to discuss our field survey scope for permitting efforts.
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I have also cc’d Kevin Scheidecker, Otter Tail Power’s project environmental lead. Here is his
contact information:

Kevin Scheidecker
Senior Environmental Specialist
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com

Please let either of us know if you have any questions. Thanks again!

Jen

Jennifer Hanley, PE*

D 701.353.6139

hdrinc.com/follow-us

*MN, ND, SD, MT and TX

From: Wierzbinski, Daryl W CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Daryl.W.Wierzbinski@usace.army.mil> 
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 9:58 AM
To: Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>
Subject: FW: Message from HDR (7013536139)

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Daryl W. Wierzbinski
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Duluth office
600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 211
Duluth, Minnesota  55802
Phone: ☎  218 788-6406
Email: daryl.w.wierzbinski@usace.army.mil

Requests for action (pre-application consultations, permit applications, requests for delineation
concurrences, requests for jurisdictional determinations, and mitigation bank proposals) should be
sent directly to the following email: usace_requests_mn@usace.army.mil. Please include the county
name in the subject line of the email (e.g. Washington County). 
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From: Cisco Unity Connection Messaging System
<unityconnection@cpcunitypub.eis.ds.usace.army.mil> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 10:55
To: mvp-reg-inquire <mvp-reg-inquiry@cpcunitypub.eis.ds.usace.army.mil>
Subject: Message from HDR (7013536139)
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U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs  
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 
November 10, 2023 Letter Applicants U.S. Bureau of Indian 

Affairs (BIA) 
Initial outreach for BSSA Project and 
request for comments 
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November 10, 2023 

Alan Fogarty, Acting Superintendent  
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
5600 American Blvd W - Ste 500 
Bloomington, MN  

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Mr. Fogarty, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture – Farm Service Agency 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 
November 10, 2023 Letter Applicants U.S. Department of 

Agriculture – Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) 

Initial outreach for BSSA Project and 
request for comments 

June 11, 2024 Email Applicants USDA FSA Applicants requesting FSA to review and 
provide input on BSSA Project shapefiles 

June 12, 2024 Email USDA FSA Applicants Response to Applicants’ request to review 
and provide input on BSSA Project 
shapefiles 

June 14, 2024 Email/Letter USDA FSA Applicants Response to Applicants’ request to review 
and provide input on BSSA Project 
shapefiles and payment report 
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November 10, 2023 

Whitney Place, State Executive Director 
U.S. Department of Agriculture,Farm Service Agency
375 Jackson St., Suite 400 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Ms. Place, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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From: Hanley, Jennifer
To: fsa-mnst2-executive@usda.gov
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Humburg, Joshua; Weiers, Jason; Malkin, Devin; Peterson, Monica; Raine, Katie; Phinney,

Samantha
Subject: BSSA FSA Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240611
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 3:45:23 PM
Attachments: BSSA_routes_sent 20240611.zip

Hello,
 
Otter Tail Power and Missouri River Energy Services are working on the development of a 345-
kV Transmission Project referred to as Big Stone South to Alexandria (BSSA) that will run from
Big Stone, SD to Alexandria, MN.  This is a greenfield project and there will be many challenges
in developing the route.  We do a great deal of outreach to local, state and federal agencies to
solicit information on property that is either owned by the agency or the agency has an interest
in it via an easement or contract such as CRP.  Would FSA be able to review the routes and let
us know if there was any land in CRP?  We will be working on acquiring a 150-foot easement
for our route corridor would like to know the process if we needed to acquire an easement on
something that was currently in CRP. 
 
Attached you will find shapefiles of our proposed routes. We would appreciate the opportunity
to meet with FSA to discuss the routes and any pertinent information you may have. We will be
introducing these routes to the public in open houses June 24-27 and are planning to submit a
route permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the fourth quarter of
2024.
 
Thanks,
Jen
 
Jennifer Hanley, PE*

Senior Environmental Project Manager

HDR
51 North Broadway, Suite 550
Fargo, ND 58102
D 701.353.6139 
jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
 
*MN, ND, SD, MT and TX
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From: Fast, Kristina - FPAC-FSA, MN
To: Hanley, Jennifer
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Humburg, Joshua; Weiers, Jason; Malkin, Devin; Peterson, Monica; Raine, Katie; Phinney,

Samantha; FSA-MN-Executive
Subject: RE: [External Email]BSSA FSA Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240611
Date: Wednesday, June 12, 2024 4:01:19 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
image007.png

Some people who received this message don't often get email from kristina.fast@usda.gov. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon, Jennifer,
 
Thank you for your email. I am reviewing your request and the shapefiles provided and will
follow up later this week. Please note that while FSA may confirm if there is CRP in the path of
the project, specific information on the location of CRP contracts would not be released
without consent from the contract holder(s), as it is protected under Exemption 3 of the
Freedom of Information Act. We may be able to provide a list of CRP payment recipients for
the counties impacted by project that may helpful for your team.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions in the interim.
 
Kristina Fast
Agricultural Program Specialist/MN FOIA Coordinator
Minnesota State Office

 

375 Jackson Street, St. Paul, MN, 55101
p: (507) 407-5003
e: kristina.fast@usda.gov | w: www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Minnesota/index
 
Stay Connected with USDA:

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

 
From: Hanley, Jennifer <Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 2:43 PM
To: FSA-MN-Executive <FSA-MNST2-Executive@usda.gov>
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>;
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com. Learn why this is
important

Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin <devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>; Peterson, Monica
<monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie <Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>; Phinney, Samantha
<Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>
Subject: [External Email]BSSA FSA Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240611

 

[External Email] 
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic; 
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov

Hello,
 
Otter Tail Power and Missouri River Energy Services are working on the development of a 345-
kV Transmission Project referred to as Big Stone South to Alexandria (BSSA) that will run from
Big Stone, SD to Alexandria, MN.  This is a greenfield project and there will be many challenges
in developing the route.  We do a great deal of outreach to local, state and federal agencies to
solicit information on property that is either owned by the agency or the agency has an interest
in it via an easement or contract such as CRP.  Would FSA be able to review the routes and let
us know if there was any land in CRP?  We will be working on acquiring a 150-foot easement
for our route corridor would like to know the process if we needed to acquire an easement on
something that was currently in CRP. 
 
Attached you will find shapefiles of our proposed routes. We would appreciate the opportunity
to meet with FSA to discuss the routes and any pertinent information you may have. We will be
introducing these routes to the public in open houses June 24-27 and are planning to submit a
route permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the fourth quarter of
2024.
 
Thanks,
Jen
 
Jennifer Hanley, PE*

Senior Environmental Project Manager

HDR
51 North Broadway, Suite 550
Fargo, ND 58102
D 701.353.6139 
jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
 
*MN, ND, SD, MT and TX

 

39 of 474

mailto:jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Spam.Abuse@usda.gov
mailto:jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhdrinc.com%2Ffollow-us&data=05%7C02%7CSamantha.Phinney%40hdrinc.com%7C729fdee087104eb2193308dc8b1a68b1%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638538192787912724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DjKPitjCZoWFvGyuiux4oiZddfZoE8sAjGNGWiHFTqw%3D&reserved=0


This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Fast, Kristina - FPAC-FSA, MN <kristina.fast@usda.gov> 
Sent: Friday, June 14, 2024 3:41 PM 
To: Hanley, Jennifer <Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com> 
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; 
Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin <devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>; Peterson, Monica 
<monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie <Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>; Phinney, Samantha 
<Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>; FSA-MN-Executive <FSA-MNST2-Executive@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External Email]BSSA FSA Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240611 

 

 
Good afternoon, Jennifer, 

 
Please see the attached official response letter and payment report. 
 
In response to your request, the table below reflects the counties that administer CRP 
contracts in the route of your proposed routes, along with the corresponding number of 
contracts. 

 
County # of CRP Contracts 
Big Stone 30 
Douglas 30 
Pope 55 
Stevens 22 
Swift 79 

 
 

 

 
As indicated in my previous email response, while FSA may confirm if there is CRP in the path of the 
project, specific information on the location of CRP contracts would not be released without consent from 
the contract holder(s), as it is protected under Exemption 3 of the Freedom of Information Act. 

 
Our Electronic Reading Room includes publicly available information on payment recipients by program on 
the payment files information page. https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/efoia/electronic-reading- 
room/frequently-requested-information/payment-files-information/index. 

 
Attached is a downloaded version of the most recent payment report which contains Minnesota 
producers’ payment information, names, and addresses. It is currently filtered by the five Minnesota 
counties impacted by your proposed transmission line and filtered for CRP payment recipients. The entire 
report is available at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA- 
Public/usdafiles/NewsRoom/eFOIA/excel/2023/STATE-LA-MT.FOIA.NA.PMT23.FINALDT24006.xlsx. 

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links 
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

You don't often get email from kristina.fast@usda.gov. Learn why this is important 
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Thank you, 
 

Kristina Fast 
Agricultural Program Specialist/MN FOIA Coordinator 
Minnesota State Office 

 

375 Jackson Street, St. Paul, MN, 55101 
p: (507) 407-5003 
e: kristina.fast@usda.gov | w: www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Minnesota/index 

 
Stay Connected with USDA: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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Farm Service Agency 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

 

Minnesota State Office  

375 Jackson Street, Suite 400 

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1852 

  

 

June 14, 2024 

 

 

Dear Jennifer, 

This letter acknowledges receipt and provides a final response for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 

dated June 11, 2024, to the Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA). Your request was 

received in this office June 11, 2024, and assigned control number 2024-FSA-05425-F. Please use this control 

number for all future communications regarding this request. The request was perfected and was placed in the 

simple processing track under the category “Other Use”. There is no fee for your request, as it fell within the two free 

search hours for this fee category.  

Your request included the following language:  

Otter Tail Power and Missouri River Energy Services are working on the development of a 345-kV Transmission 

Project referred to as Big Stone South to Alexandria (BSSA) that will run from Big Stone, SD to Alexandria, MN. This 

is a greenfield project and there will be many challenges in developing the route. We do a great deal of outreach to 

local, state and federal agencies to solicit information on property that is either owned by the agency or the agency 

has an interest in it via an easement or contract such as CRP. Would FSA be able to review the routes and let us 

know if there was any land in CRP? We will be working on acquiring a 150-foot easement for our route corridor 

would like to know the process if we needed to acquire an easement on something that was currently in CRP.  

Attached you will find shapefiles of our proposed routes. We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with FSA to 

discuss the routes and any pertinent information you may have. We will be introducing these routes to the public in 

open houses June 24-27 and are planning to submit a route permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission in the fourth quarter of 2024. In response to your request, $ 2,138,403.98 in payments were issued in 

Big Stone County from the Farm Service Agency for Fiscal Year 2023, covering the time period of 10/1/2022 – 

9/30/2023. 

In response to your request, the table below reflects the counties that administer CRP contracts in the route of your 

proposed routes, along with the corresponding number of contracts.  

County # of CRP Contracts 

Big Stone 30 

Douglas 30 

Pope 55 

Stevens 22 

Swift 79 
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Jennifer Hanley 
June 14, 2024 
Page 2 of 2 
 

Farm Service Agency 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

As indicated in my email response, while FSA may confirm if there is CRP in the path of the project, specific 

information on the location of CRP contracts would not be released without consent from the contract holder(s), as 

it is protected under Exemption 3 of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Our Electronic Reading Room includes publicly available information on payment recipients by program on the 

payment files information page. https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/efoia/electronic-reading-room/frequently-

requested-information/payment-files-information/index.  

Enclosed is a downloaded version of the most recent payment report which contains Minnesota producers’ payment 

information, names, and addresses. It is currently filtered by the five Minnesota counties impacted by your proposed 

transmission line. It has been filtered for CRP payment recipients. The entire report is available at 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/NewsRoom/eFOIA/excel/2023/STATE-LA-

MT.FOIA.NA.PMT23.FINALDT24006.xlsx. 

Request 2024-FSA-05425-F is officially closed. If you have any additional questions, please contact me at 507-407-

5003 or via email at kristina.fast@usda.gov. 

 

 

Kristina Fast 
Minnesota FOIA Coordinator 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 
October 13, 2023 Letter U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) 
Applicants Record of BSSA Project representative’s 

no effect determination for 'BSSA 345kV 
(MN)’ 

October 26, 2023 Email Applicants  USFWS Initial consultation with USFWS for the 
BSSA Project 

October 26, 2023 Email USFWS Applicants Response to initial consultation for the 
BSSA Project 

October 26, 2023 Email Applicants USFWS Response to initial consultation for the 
BSSA Project (continued) 

November 10, 2023 Letter Applicants USFWS Initial outreach for BSSA Project and 
request for comments 

January 23, 2024 Meeting N/A N/A Meeting between the Applicants and 
USFWS 

February 13, 2024 Email/Documents USFWS Applicants USFWS ROW request process 
April 23, 2024 Email Applicants USFWS BSSA Transmission Project routing 
April 26, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants Response to BSSA Transmission Project 

routing 
April 29, 2024 Email Applicants USFWS Response to USFWS on BSSA 

Transmission Project routing 
April 29, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants Response to BSSA Transmission Project 

routing 
May 23, 2024 Email Applicants USFWS Providing USFWS with BSSA Project 

shapefiles 
May 29, 2024 Report USFWS Applicants IPaC Report 
June 4, 2024 Email Applicants USFWS BSSA Minnesota USFWS coordination 

route shapefiles 
June 4, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants Response to applicants regarding route 

shapefiles 
June 4, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants Question regarding BSSA Minnesota 

route shapefiles 
June 4, 2024 Email Applicants USFWS Response to USFWS question regarding 

the BSSA Project route shapefiles 
June 27, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants BSSA Project ROW application for 

USFWS 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 
June 27, 2024 Meeting  N/A N/A Meeting between the Applicants and 

USFWS for the BSSA Project 
June 28, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants Eagle and trumpeter swan nest locations 

on Waldon WPA 
July 31, 2024 Email/Attachment Applicants USFWS USFWS information regarding the BSSA 

Project routing 
Attachments: 
USFWS ROW applicant information 
letter and standard form 299 application 

August 20, 2024 Email Applicants USFWS BSSA Project shapefiles 
August 21, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants Response to Applicants on BSSA 

transmission project  
Auguust 22, 2024 Email/Attachment Applicants USFWS BSSA Project draft ROW easement 

document 
Attachment: Form MN-3A – Template 
Electric Transmission Easement 
(Standard Approach) 

August 26, 2024 Email USFWS Applicants Response to BSSA Project draft ROW 
easement document 
 

August 27, 2024 Email Applicants USFWS Requesting USFWS meeting to discuss 
the ROW permit process 

August 28, 2024 Report USFWS Applicants IPaC Report 
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October 13, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Assistant Regional Director-Ecological Services
5600 American Blvd. West

Bloomington, MN 55437-1458
Phone: (612) 713-5350 Fax: (612) 713-5292

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2024-0004779 
Project Name: BSSA 345kV (MN) 
 
Federal Nexus: yes  
Federal Action Agency (if applicable):  
 
Subject: Record of project representative’s no effect determination for 'BSSA 345kV (MN)'
 
Dear Tracey Lee:

This letter records your determination using the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on October 13, 2023, for 
'BSSA 345kV (MN)' (here forward, Project). This project has been assigned Project Code 
2024-0004779 and all future correspondence should clearly reference this number. Please 
carefully review this letter.

Ensuring Accurate Determinations When Using IPaC

The Service developed the IPaC system and associated species’ determination keys in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) and based on a standing analysis. All information submitted by the Project proponent into 
IPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Project.

Failure to accurately represent or implement the Project as detailed in IPaC or the Northern 
Long-eared Bat Rangewide Determination Key (Dkey), invalidates this letter. Answers to certain 
questions in the DKey commit the project proponent to implementation of conservation 
measures that must be followed for the ESA determination to remain valid.

Determination for the Northern Long-Eared Bat

Based upon your IPaC submission and a standing analysis, your project has reached the 
determination of “No Effect” on the northern long-eared bat. To make a no effect determination, 
the full scope of the proposed project implementation (action) should not have any effects (either 
positive or negative), to a federally listed species or designated critical habitat. Effects of the 
action are all consequences to listed species or critical habitat that are caused by the proposed 
action, including the consequences of other activities that are caused by the proposed action. A 
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10/13/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 024-133270304   2

   

▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

consequence is caused by the proposed action if it would not occur but for the proposed action 
and it is reasonably certain to occur. Effects of the action may occur later in time and may 
include consequences occurring outside the immediate area involved in the action. (See §  
402.17).

Under Section 7 of the ESA, if a federal action agency makes a no effect determination, no 
consultation with the Service is required (ESA §7). If a proposed Federal action may affect a 
listed species or designated critical habitat, formal consultation is required except when the 
Service concurs, in writing, that a proposed action "is not likely to adversely affect" listed species 
or designated critical habitat [50 CFR §402.02, 50 CFR§402.13].

Other Species and Critical Habitat that May be Present in the Action Area

The IPaC-assisted determination for the northern long-eared bat does not apply to the following 
ESA-protected species and/or critical habitat that also may occur in your Action area:

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Red Knot Calidris canutus rufa Threatened
Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered

 
Critical Habitats:

Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek Endangered

You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action may affect the animal 
species listed above and, if so, how they may be affected.

 
Next Steps

Based upon your IPaC submission, your project has reached the determination of “No Effect” on 
the northern long-eared bat. If there are no updates on listed species, no further consultation/ 
coordination for this project is required with respect to the northern long-eared bat. However, the 
Service recommends that project proponents re-evaluate the Project in IPaC if: 1) the scope, 
timing, duration, or location of the Project changes (includes any project changes or 
amendments); 2) new information reveals the Project may impact (positively or negatively) 
federally listed species or designated critical habitat; or 3) a new species is listed, or critical 
habitat designated. If any of the above conditions occurs, additional coordination with the 
Service should take place to ensure compliance with the Act.

If you have any questions regarding this letter or need further assistance, please contact the 
Assistant Regional Director-Ecological Services and reference Project Code 2024-0004779 
associated with this Project.
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

BSSA 345kV (MN)

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'BSSA 345kV (MN)':

345kV double circuit capable transmission line to be in-service approximately 
2031.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@45.532723950000005,-95.72224611753448,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT
Based on the information you provided, you have determined that the Proposed Action will have 
no effect on the Endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). Therefore, no 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required 
for those species.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Does the proposed project include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, intentional take of 
the northern long-eared bat or any other listed species? 
 
Note: Intentional take is defined as take that is the intended result of a project. Intentional take could refer to 
research, direct species management, surveys, and/or studies that include intentional handling/encountering, 
harassment, collection, or capturing of any individual of a federally listed threatened, endangered or proposed 
species?

No
The action area does not overlap with an area for which U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
currently has data to support the presumption that the northern long-eared bat is present. 
Are you aware of other data that indicates that northern long-eared bats (NLEB) are likely 
to be present in the action area? 
 
Bat occurrence data may include identification of NLEBs in hibernacula, capture of 
NLEBs, tracking of NLEBs to roost trees, or confirmed NLEB acoustic detections. Data 
on captures, roost tree use, and acoustic detections should post-date the year when white- 
nose syndrome was detected in the relevant state. With this question, we are looking for 
data that, for some reason, may have not yet been made available to U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.
No
Does any component of the action involve construction or operation of wind turbines? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ if the construction or operation of wind power facilities is either (1) part 
of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for a federal agency action (federal permit, funding, etc.).

No
Is the proposed action authorized, permitted, licensed, funded, or being carried out by a 
Federal agency in whole or in part?
Yes
Is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), 
or Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding or authorizing the proposed action, in 
whole or in part?
No
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6.

7.

8.

9.

Are you an employee of the federal action agency or have you been officially designated in 
writing by the agency as its designated non-federal representative for the purposes of 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 informal consultation per 50 CFR § 402.08? 
 
Note: This key may be used for federal actions and for non-federal actions to facilitate section 7 consultation and 
to help determine whether an incidental take permit may be needed, respectively. This question is for information 
purposes only.

No
Is the lead federal action agency the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC)? Is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) funding or authorizing the proposed action, 
in whole or in part?
No
Is the lead federal action agency the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)?
No
Have you determined that your proposed action will have no effect on the northern long- 
eared bat? Remember to consider the effects of any activities that would not occur but for 
the proposed action. 
 
If you think that the northern long-eared bat may be affected by your project or if you 
would like assistance in deciding, answer “No” below and continue through the key. If you 
have determined that the northern long-eared bat does not occur in your project’s action 
area and/or that your project will have no effects whatsoever on the species despite the 
potential for it to occur in the action area, you may make a “no effect” determination for 
the northern long-eared bat. 
 
Note: Federal agencies (or their designated non-federal representatives) must consult with USFWS on federal 
agency actions that may affect listed species [50 CFR 402.14(a)]. Consultation is not required for actions that will 
not affect listed species or critical habitat. Therefore, this determination key will not provide a consistency or 
verification letter for actions that will not affect listed species. If you believe that the northern long-eared bat may 
be affected by your project or if you would like assistance in deciding, please answer “No” and continue through 
the key. Remember that this key addresses only effects to the northern long-eared bat. Consultation with USFWS 
would be required if your action may affect another listed species or critical habitat. The definition of Effects of 
the Action can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key- 
selected-definitions

Yes
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
Will all project activities by completed by April 1, 2024?
No
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November 10, 2023 

Michael Budd, Refuge Manager 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service- Big Stone National Wildlife Refugee
44843 Co. Rd. 19 
Odessa, MN 56267 

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Mr. Budd, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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