m MINNESOTA m COMMERCE

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION DEPARTMENT

/AZ%MW‘

Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AVAILABILITY, PUBLIC HEARINGS

AND COMMENT PERIOD
Issued: September 27, 2021

In the Matter of the Application of Louise Solar Project, LLC for a Certificate of Need and a Site
Permit for the 50 MW Louise Solar Project in Mower County, Minnesota

PUC Docket Numbers: IP-7039/CN-20-646, GS-20-647

Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) Docket Number: 82-2500-37579

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) will hold a
public hearing on the applications of Louise Solar Project, LLC (Louise Solar) for a certificate of need

and site permit for its proposed 50-megawatt (MW) solar energy generating system in Mower
County.

In-Person Meeting

Date: October 12, 2021
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: LeRoy Community Center

Main Street, Le Roy, MN 55951
Link to Google Maps: https://goo.gl/maps/AZFdiLd8RSq5B1j99

=  Public meetings start on time. For in-person meetings, arrive a few minutes early so you
have time to pick up materials and find a seat.

= (Citizens will have the opportunity to offer oral and written comments into the record. Staff
from the Commission, the Department, and Louise Solar will be available to answer
questions about the project and the review process.

= The same information will be presented at each meeting.

= Each meeting will last until everyone at the meeting has had an opportunity to speak.

= Comments received at the meeting and during the comment period will be used to inform
the record and help the Commission with making its final decision.

To find out if a meeting is canceled due to bad weather or other call 1-855-731-6208 or 651-201-
2213 or visit mn.gov/puc.


https://goo.gl/maps/AZFdiLd8RSq5B1j99
https://mn.gov/puc/
wseuffer
Signature
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Remote-Access Meeting

Date: October 13, 2021

Time: 6:00 p.m.

Telephone: 1-800-374-0221 Internet (Video Only — No Audio): minnesota.webex.com
Conference ID: 5654078 Event Number:2491 957 6303 Password: MNPUC

= To listen to the remote-access meeting and provide verbal comments, follow the directions
above to access the meeting over the telephone. You must join the meeting by telephone if
you are interested in listening to the meeting or providing verbal comments.

= Toview the speaker presentations during the remote-access meeting, follow the directions
above to access the meeting over the internet. You must join the meeting over the internet
if you are interested in viewing the speaker presentations.

= [f you wish to listen to the meeting while watching the presentations, you must join the
hearing by both telephone and internet.

= Additional information and instructions are available at:
https://mn.gov/puc/newsroom/webex/

The Honorable Barbara J. Case, Administrative Law Judge with the Office of Administrative Hearings
will administer the hearing and will provide the Commission with a summary of the public
comments received during this proceeding. The purpose of the public hearing is to obtain public
input on the proposed project and compile the record for the Commission to consider in making a
final decision on the site permit application.

Project Description

As proposed, the solar project area would consist of approximately 613 acres of agricultural land
located in Lodi and Adams Townships in Mower County, of which the final project design is
expected to occupy approximately 325 acres. The excess acreage allows for planned buffers and
flexibility in overall design. The primary components of the facility would include photovoltaic
panels affixed to a linear axis tracking rack system, inverters, step-up transformers, electrical cables
and conduits, electrical cabinets, access roads, a 34.5/161- kilovolt (kV) step-up substation with
metering and switching gear, security fencing, below-ground or above-ground electrical collection
and communication lines, an operation and maintenance facility, parking lot, up to four weather
stations, a 161-kV overhead transmission line (under 1,000 feet in length), a supervisory control and
data acquisition system, and temporary laydown areas. The project would interconnect at the
existing ITC Midwest Adams Substation in the project area.


https://minnesota.webex.com/
https://mn.gov/puc/newsroom/webex/
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Public Hearing and Process Information

The public hearing and written comment period afford interested persons the opportunity to ask
guestions of the applicant and agency staff and to offer oral and written comments on the merits of
the proposed project, on the environmental assessment, and on conditions to be considered for
inclusion in a site permit.

Minnesota Statutes and Rules. The CN application for this project is being reviewed under
Minnesota Statutes chapter 216B.243 and Minnesota Rules chapter 7849. The site permit
application is being reviewed under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules chapter
7850. The rules and statutes are available for review at: http://www.revisor.mn.gov.

Written Comment Period

Written comments will be accepted through October 27, 2021, by 4:30 p.m. Please include the
docket numbers in all communications. Comments received after the close of the comment period
may or may not be considered by the Commission.

Please focus your comments on information that will help answer the following questions:

= Should the Commission grant a certificate of need and site permit for the proposed project?

= |sthe proposed project needed and in the public interest?

=  What are the human and environmental impacts of the project, and how can these impacts
be addressed in the site permit?

= |f asite permitis granted for the facility, what additional conditions or requirements should
be included?

= Are there other project-related issues or concerns?

Comments may be submitted via:

Online: Visit mn.gov/puc, select Comment and follow the prompts.
Email: publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us
U.S. Mail: Public Advisor — Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 7t Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Important. Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in
limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The
Commission does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions.


http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
mailto:publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us
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Additional Information

Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties,
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling: mn.gov/puc, select eDockets
and follow the prompts.

Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at
mn.gov/puc, select eDockets, enter the year (20) and the docket number (646 or 647), and select
Search.

Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter
visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets and follow the
prompts.

Department of Commerce Website: https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/eera/web/project/14235

Site Permit Application and Environmental Assessment. Copies of the Louise Solar Project CN, site
permit applications, and Environmental Assessment report are available at these locations:

e Grand Meadow Public Library, 125 Grand Ave East, Grand Meadow, MN 55936

e Austin Public Library, 323 4th Ave., N.E., Austin, MN 55912

Project Contacts

Public Utilities Commission
Cezar Panait, Energy Facilities Planner, cezar.panait@state.mn.us or 651-201-2207
Mike Kaluzniak, Public Advisor, publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257

Department of Commerce
Jamie MacAlister, Environmental Review Manager, jamie.macalister@state.mn.us or 651-539-1775

Louise Solar
Scott Wentzell, EDF Renewables, Inc., scott.wentzell@edf-re.com or 612-486-4523

If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in this meeting,
please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in advance of
the hearings. To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-
0406 (voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.


https://mn.gov/puc/
https://mn.gov/puc
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/eera/web/project/14235
mailto:cezar.panait@state.mn.us
mailto:publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:bill.storm@state.mn.us
mailto:scott.wentzell@edf-re.com
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Chrishna Beard, hereby certify that | have this day, served a true and correct copy of the
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Docket Number IP-7039/CN-20-646, GS-20-647
Dated this 27th day of September, 2021

/s/ Chrishna Beard
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DARREL D & ELEANORE M GORDON
14459 680TH AVE
ADAMS, MN 55909-8571

ROGER A & SHIRLEY GORDON
PO BOX 21
ADAMS, MN 55909-0021

ANITA J WILLIAMS TRUST
1202 12TH ST SW APT 103
AUSTIN, MN 55912

DENNIS A & NANCY A LEWISON TRUST
68127 150TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

GERALD J GERBER
67319 140TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

DARREL D & ELEANORE GORDON
14459 680TH AVE
ADAMS, MN 55909

JAKES PETROLEUM LLC
208 1ST ST SE
ROSE CREEK, MN 55970

MOWER COUNTY
201 1ST ST NESTE 7
AUSTIN, MN 55912

JAMES S OSMUNDSON
PO BOX 251 68362 150TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

ROBERT M MERTEN REVOCABLE
LIVING TRUST

5082 RAMPART AVE

MC INTIRE, IA 50455

JOHN J & KRISTIE A KIRTZ
68671 150TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909-8580

ADAMS TOWNSHIP
65637 120TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

DONALD E ATKINSON
1228 AVON ST
LA CROSSE, W1 54603

SHAWN E FASBENDER
14712 STATE HWY 56
ADAMS, MN 55909

JUSTIN L GERBER
67893 140TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

SHANE M HANSON
68169 150TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

THOMAS A KASEL
13797 700TH AVE
TAOPI, MN 55977

NORTHERN STATES POWER CO
414 NICOLLET MALL
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401

JEFF ) PARMENTER
14977 690TH AVE
ADAMS, MN 55909

ROGER L SIMON
15316 680TH AVE
ADAMS, MN 55909

JOHN W & SUSAN K SATHRE
PO BOX 72
ADAMS, MN 55909-0072

LADONNA ANDERSON
1808 FAIR ST
MANKATO, MN 56001

CITY OF ADAMS
PO BOX 357
ADAMS, MN 55909

SHELDON R & CHARLOTTE GEE
5435 31ST AVE SW
ROCHESTER, MN 55902

MARLYS L GERBER
67883 140TH ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

ITC MIDWEST LLC
27175 ENERGY WAY
NOVI, MI 48377

MARLENE C KIRTZ
18 10TH ST NW APT 601
ADAMS, MN 55909

GENE F NOTERMAN
206 2ND ST
ADAMS, MN 55909

KEITH W & REGENA RICHARDSON
14002 680TH AVE
ADAMS, MN 55909

STATE OF MINNESOTA
201 1ST ST NE
AUSTIN, MN 55912



WILLIAM P WINKELS
14850 690TH AVE
ADAMS, MN 55909

Jim Kiefer

City of Taopi Clerk

500 1st St

Taopi, MN 55977-5005

Ryan Mullenback
Adams Township Clerk
65637 120th St
Adams, MN 55909

BETTY WOOD
14077 690TH AVE
TAOPI, MN 55977

Trish Harren

Mower County Administrator
201 1st St NE Ste 9

Austin, MN 55912

Nancy Lewison

Lodi Township Clerk
68127 150th St
Adams, MN 55909

Jake Goodale

City of Adams Clerk

303 West Main St
Adams, MN 55909-0357

Angie Lipelt, Environmental Services
Supervisor

Mower County Public Works

1105 8th Ave NE

Austin, MN 55912
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