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INTRODUCTION 

CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Minnesota Gas (“CenterPoint 
Energy” or the “Company”) respectfully submits the following Reply Comments to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) as requested by the Commission’s December 1, 
2023, Notice of Public Comment Period (“Notice”) in this Docket. 

COMMENTS 

The Company appreciates the initial comments from parties and provides the below Reply 
Comments in response to topics raised to the questions posed by the Commission. 

1. What specific use-cases for anonymized CEUD could be used by the 
Commission to continue to incrementally apply the Standards while 
maintaining the balance between customer privacy and CEUD access? 

To date, the Company has not been able to identify specific use-cases for anonymized CEUD 
that maintain the balance between customer privacy and CEUD access. CenterPoint Energy 
notes that all the studies cited involve electricity usage, specifically looking at demand. The 
Department of Commerce (“Department”) recommends application of anonymized data for 
study and program design by citing the University of Minnesota.1 Likewise, the data cited by the 
Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota (“CUB”) involved an analysis of electricity use, again looking 

 
1 See Comments submitted in this docket on March 4, 2024, by Department, page 3. 
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at demand.2 CenterPoint Energy does not recommend additional special use-cases for 
anonymized CEUD as the proposed support and analysis provided relates to electric utilities. 

2. What modifications, if any, should be made to the anonymized data access 
contract requirements set by ODAS section III.B.(2)(v)? 

CenterPoint Energy shares the concerns of other utility commentators of anonymized data 
being subject to re-identification. As such, the Company joins the other utilities to request the 
Commission reconsider its current approved Open Data Access Standards (“ODAS”) to exclude 
anonymized data. At this time, CenterPoint Energy does not recommend additional use cases 
be added for gas utilities, as there is no support and analysis specific to potential impacts to gas 
utilities. 

3. What modifications, if any, should be made to the shortest allowable time 
interval for anonymized data set by ODAS section IV.A.? Are utilities currently 
able to produce anonymized data sets using hour-long time intervals? 

CenterPoint Energy notes time interval supporting data is focused on electric utilities. To date, 
the Company has received and supplied data requests for as short as one-month intervals, the 
shortest time interval available. Under existing meter technology there is not an efficient method 
for the Company to obtain data at one-hour intervals. CenterPoint Energy does not currently 
recommend any modifications for anonymized data set by ODAS section IV.A. 

4. What considerations should the Commission make regarding the application 
of the 15/15 anonymization screen to the shortest allowable time interval 
(currently one-hour intervals)? Does each interval of time need to pass the 
15/15 anonymization screen? 

The Company agrees with the other utilities that each time interval must bypass the anonymized 
screen and that this level of detail could add administrative burden. CenterPoint Energy does 
not support changing to a smaller than 15/15 anonymization screen for the shortest allowable 
time interval. 

5. Given the new customer exemptions added to the Standards at section III.E. by 
the Commission’s August 1, 2023 Order, is it necessary for the Commission to 
continue to maintain its previous policy of exempting large commercial and 
industrial customers with peak demands of 5 MW or more from aggregated 
building level and anonymized CEUD datasets? 

The Company appreciates the input of parties on this issue and understands the sensitivities in 
competitive industries; however, as this issue is more specific to electric utilities, the Company 
does not recommend a specific position. 

 
2 See Comments submitted in this docket on March 4, 2024, by CUB, pages 6-7. 
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6. Should the Commission consider making any technical corrections to the 
Standards? 

If anonymized data is allowed, CenterPoint Energy agrees with the Department on amending 
Standard B.2.(iv)(c), to specify entities provide or seek demand response or energy efficiency.3 

7. Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 

CenterPoint Energy shares Xcel Energy’s concerns and joins their request for guidance on how 
the Commission’s definition of Personal Identifying Information (“PII”) works with breach 
notification laws.4 

CONCLUSION 

CenterPoint Energy appreciates the discussion provided amongst parties in this docket and the 
opportunity to provide these Reply Comments. The Company continues to support the 
discretion given to utilities to provide technical expertise and determine whether to share 
anonymized data. CenterPoint Energy is happy to continue to work with stakeholders to share 
relevant data, but sharing data needs to be done in a way to protect customer information and 
avoid re-identification. The Company is concerned about potential administrative costs to collect 
and anonymize time interval data that is shorter than one month.

 
3 See Comments submitted in this docket on March 4, 2024, by Department, page 6. 
4 See Comments submitted in this docket on March 4, 2024, by Xcel Energy, page 7. 
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