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________________________________

Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION AND  

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT SCOPING MEETINGS 
Issued: October 20, 2023 

 

In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a Site Permit for the up to 250 MW Sherco 3 
Solar Energy Generating System in Sherburne County, Minnesota. 
 
PUC Docket Number:  E-002/GS-23-217  
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) and the 
Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) will hold public information and environmental 
assessment (EA) scoping meetings on Xcel Energy’s application for a site permit to construct an up 
to 250-megawatt solar energy generating system located in Sherburne County, Minnesota. The 
project area covers approximately 1,780 acres between U.S. Highway 10 and the Mississippi River 
near the city of Clear Lake and Clear Lake Township.  
 
The purpose of the meeting is to: (1) provide information to the public about the proposed project 
and the state’s site permitting process; and (2) provide members of the public an opportunity to 
participate in developing the scope of the environmental assessment. This includes commenting on 
issues or concerns related to the proposed project and proposing alternatives for consideration. 
This information will be available on eDockets and on the project webpage 
(https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/). 
 
There will be two public meetings in this matter: an in-person meeting and a WebEx (online) 
meeting. The information presented will be the same at both meetings. 
 
In-Person Meeting  
Date:   November 7, 2023    
Time:   6:00 p.m. 
Location:  Clear Lake Town Hall 
  7938 116th St. SE  
  Clear Lake, MN 55319 
Map: 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Jr28inLnxD2avKp1A 

Online Meeting (Webex)             
Date:   November 8, 2023 
Time:   6:00 p.m.  
Meeting No: 2480 614 0972 
Call-In No: +1-415-655-003 (Toll) 
                    1-855-282-6330 (Toll Free)  
Access Code:   2480 614 0972

       Password: shercosolar3 
 
Online Meeting Address: 
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m750c79bcf7ef70f7ec3d8a05bd80d723  

http://mn.gov/puc
https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Jr28inLnxD2avKp1A
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m750c79bcf7ef70f7ec3d8a05bd80d723
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To find out if a meeting is canceled due to bad weather or other call 1-855-731-6208 or 
651-201-2213 or visit mn.gov/puc. 
 
If you are joining the meeting by WebEx and would like to ask a question or make a comment 
during the designated portion of the meeting, use the chat function to send a message to the 
meeting moderator. If you are joining the meeting by phone, press *3 on your phone. When it is 
your turn to speak, your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to ask questions and provide 
comments. Additional instructions for participating are available at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/. 
 
If any reasonable accommodation is needed for you to fully participate in these meetings, please 
contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in advance of 
the meeting. 
 

          Written Comment Period 
 

Written comments will be accepted through November 22, 2023, at 4:30 pm. Please include the 
docket number (23-217) in all communications. Comments received after the close of the 
comment period may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Please focus your comments on the following topics: 
 

• What potential human and environmental impacts of the proposed project should be 
studied in the environmental assessment for this project? 

• Are there any methods to minimize, mitigate, or avoid potential impacts of the proposed 
project that should be considered in the environmental assessment? 

• Are there any alternative sites that should be considered to address potential impacts 
associated with the proposed project? 

• Are there any unique characteristics of the proposed site or the project that should be  
considered? 
 

Comments may be submitted: 
Online:   https://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/#comment 
Email:   bill.storm@state.mn.us (include subject line: Scoping Comment 23-217) 
U.S. Mail: Department of Commerce 

Attn: Bill Storm 
85 7th Place East, Suite 280 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

 
Important. Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except 
in limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The 
Commission and the Department do not edit or delete personal identifying information from 
submissions. 
 
 

https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/
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Project Description  

 
The primary components of the solar facility would include bifacial photovoltaic panels affixed 
to a linear ground-mounted single-axis tracking system, solar inverters, an electrical collection 
system (belowground), access roads, security fencing, stormwater drainage basins, and eight 
weather stations.  
 
As proposed, the project will partially replace the energy production of the Sherco Generating 
Plant Unit 2, currently a coal-powered facility, which will cease operations later in 2023. Based 
on Xcel Energy’s capacity requirements under the Commission-approved 2020-2034 Upper 
Midwest Integrated Resource Plan, the project would be placed into service in the fall of 2025. 
 

Proposed Project Area 
 

 
 
 

Minnesota Statutes and Rules. The site permit application is being reviewed under Minnesota 

Statutes Chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules chapter 7850. The rules and statutes are available for 

review at: http://www.revisor.mn.gov. 

 

 

http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
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Review Process 
 
The Commission must approve a site permit before the project can be constructed. The permit 
application will be reviewed using the alternative review process (Minn. R. 7850.2800 to 
7850.3900). The relevant Minnesota statute and rules may be viewed at: 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov. 
 
Environmental Review. The Department is tasked with preparing an environmental assessment 
(EA) on the proposed project on behalf of the Commission. The EA will evaluate the human and 
environmental impacts of the proposed project and identify measures that could reasonably be 
implemented to avoid or minimize impacts identified. 
 
Public Hearing. After the EA is complete, a public hearing will be held near the project area. The 
hearing will be presided over by an administrative law judge from the Office of Administrative 
Hearings. Members of the public will have an opportunity to speak, provide written comments, and 
ask questions of the applicant and staff. Upon completion of the public hearing process, the 
Commission will make a final decision on whether to issue a permit for the project. 
 

Additional Information 

 

Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 

required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 

participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling: mn.gov/puc, select eDockets 

and follow the prompts. 

 

Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at 

mn.gov/puc, select eDockets, enter the year (23) and the docket number (217), and select Search. 

 

Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter 

visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets and follow the 

prompts. 

 

Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 

participate or change your mailing preference. Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call 651-201-

2246 with the docket number (23-217), your name, mailing address, and email address. 

 

Department of Commerce Website: https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mn.gov/puc/
https://mn.gov/puc
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/
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Site Permit Application. Copies of the site permit application will be available at these locations: 

• Great River Regional Library – Clearwater  

740 Clearwater Center, Box 335  

Clearwater, MN 55320  

• Great River Regional Library – Becker 

 11500 Sherburne Ave, PO Box 414 

 Becker, MN 55308 

 

Project Contacts 

 

Public Utilities Commission 

Jacques Harvieux, Energy Facilities Planner, jacques.harvieux@state.mn.us or 651-201-2233 

Scott Ek, Public Advisor, publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257 

 

Department of Commerce   

Bill Storm, Environmental Review Manager, bill.storm@state.mn.us or 651-539-1844  

 

Xcel Energy 

Ellen Heine, Principal Siting and Permitting Agent, ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com or 612-330-6073 

Tom Zellmer, Sr. Project Manager, Thomas.d.zellmer@xcelenergy.com or 612-321-3118  

 

If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in this meeting, 

please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in advance of 

the hearings. To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-

0406 (voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 

Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 

 

mailto:jacques.harvieux@state.mn.us
mailto:publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:bill.storm@state.mn.us
mailto:ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com
mailto:Thomas.d.zellmer@xcelenergy.com
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Mai Choua Xiong, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
 
Docket Number E/002/GS-23-217 
Dated this 20th day of October, 2023 
 
 
 
/s/ Mai Choua Xiong 
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TRUSTEES 

10784 US HIGHWAY 10 SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

RUSCH, MARCUS & ALISA 

6858 RIVER RD SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

 SCHARBER, LEON P & JESSICA J 

8994 100TH AVE SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

 
SCHENDZIELOS, TODD & YVONNE - 

TRUST 

6897 95TH AVE SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 SCHINDELE, BRADLEY J & SCAPANSKI, 

S 

9007 100TH AVE SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

 SCHOLER, LYNN T & DONNA 

9969 80TH AVE SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319-9620 
 

 SCHULDT, BARRY J & BRENDA 

11427 90TH ST SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319-9439 
 

SEELEY, LAURENCE S & DEBRA 

11148 100TH AVE SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

 SHAFFER, WILLIAM & APRIL 

6450 105TH ST SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

 SIMPLER, RONALD H & MARY 

11166 87TH ST SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319-9422 
 

SOBANIA, DIANNE  & WILFRED TRUST 

6776 RIVER RD SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

 ST MARCUS CHURCH 

PO BOX 237 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319-0237 
 

 
STOMMES, MICHAEL & SCHOTL, KATIE 

A 

10481 63RD AVE SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 



TODD, GREGORY T & SUZETTE M 

6390 RIVER RD SE 

CLEAR LAKE MN, 55319 
 

 WIEBER, GERALD JAMES 

6950 43RD AVE SE 

SAINT CLOUD MN, 56304-8529 
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