€2 XcelEnergy: .

March 9, 2023
—Via Electronic Filing—
Will Seuffert
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7% Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: INTHE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF XCEL ENERGY FOR A CERTIFICATE
OF NEED FOR TWO GEN-TIE LINES FROM SHERBURNE COUNTY TO LYON
COUNTY, MINNESOTA
DOCKET No. E002/CN-22-131

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (Company
or Xcel Energy), respectfully submits this Certificate of Need application to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for Xcel Energy’s proposed
Minnesota Energy Connection Project (MN Energy Connection or Project), which
consists of an approximately 160- to 180-mile 345 kilovolt double-circuit
transmission line and associated facilities connecting the Sherburne County
Generation Station Substation (Sherco Substation) in Becker, Minnesota, and a new
substation in Lyon County, Minnesota. The Company plans to place the Project in-
service in the third quarter of 2027.

The Project is part of Xcel Energy’s approved 2020-2034 Upper Midwest
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), Docket No. E002/RP-19-368, which will reduce
carbon emissions more than 85 percent from 2005 levels by 2030 and help to achieve
the Company to deliver 100 percent carbon-free electricity. Xcel Energy will achieve
these goals by retiring coal plants in the Upper Midwest, including the three Sherco
units totaling approximately 2,000 MW of coal-tired generation, and adding
significant amounts of renewable energy. Connecting the new renewable energy to
the Sherco Substation enables Xcel Energy to reuse valuable and existing
transmission interconnection rights.



We have electronically filed this document and the application with the
Commission. Copies of this application are also being served on the persons on the
attached distribution lists as provided in Minn. R. 7849.0200, subp. 2. A short
summary of this application is being distributed, as required by Minn. R. 7829.2500,
subp. 3. Notice of the filing of this application will be published in the Star Tribune.
The application processing fee, as required by Minn. R. 7849.0210, subp. 1, is being
sent under separate cover. Please contact Monsherra Blank, Director, Regulatory
and Strategic Analysis, Xcel Energy at monsherra.s.blank@xcelenergy.com or 214-
422-3672 if you have any questions regarding this filing.

Sincerely,

/s/ Bria E. Shea

BRriA E. SHEA
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY POLICY

c: Service Lists



In the Matter of the Application of Xcel

Energy for a Certificate of Need for Two

Gen-Tie Lines from Sherburne County to CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
Lyon County, Minnesota

MPUC Docket No. E002/CN-22-131

Breann L. Jurek certifies that on the 9th day of March 2023, she e-filed on behalf of
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, a true and correct copy of the
following documents:

1. Filing Letter;

2. Application of Northern States Power Company doing business as Xcel Energy for a
Certificate of Need for the Minnesota Energy Connection Project, with Appendices A-H;

3. Summary of Filing; and
4. Certificate of Service.

with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission via eDockets (www.edockets.state.mn.us). Said
documents were also served on the Official Service Lists of record on file with the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission and as attached hereto.

Executed on: March 9, 2023 Signed: /s/ Breann L. Jurek
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
200 South Sixth Street
Suite 4000
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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tyler.jennifer@epa.gov

US Environmental
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77 W Jackson Blvd.
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60604-3590

Electronic Service
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Electronic Service
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Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
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55402

Electronic Service
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Cynthia

Warzecha

cynthia.warzecha@state.m
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Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources
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St. Paul,
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Electronic Service
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Alan
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Minnesota Department Of
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St. Paul,
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Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_22-131_CN-22-
131

Jonathan

Wolfgram

Jonathan.Wolfgram@state.
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Office of Pipeline Safety

445 Minnesota St Ste 147

Woodbury,
MN
55125

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_22-131_CN-22-
131
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Jay Anderson jaya@cmpas.org Central Minnesota 7550 Corporate Way Electronic Service No SPL_SL__PPSA General
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James J. Bertrand james.bertrand@stinson.co | STINSON LLP 50 S 6th St Ste 2600 Electronic Service No SPL_SL__PPSA General
m List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
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