
 
 
 
 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
 

June 05, 2025 
—Via Electronic Filing— 

Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101  
 
RE: SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS 

IN THE MATTER OF AN INVESTIGATION INTO IMPLEMENTING CHANGES TO 
THE RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARD AND THE NEWLY CREATED CARBON 
FREE STANDARD UNDER MINN. STAT. § 216B.1691  
DOCKET NO. E999/CI-23-151 

 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits  
these brief supplemental comments in response to the May 23, 2025 Supplemental 
Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce.  As we stated in our March 
19, 2025 Reply Comments, “[m]ore analysis of the potential rate impacts of an hourly 
requirement should be undertaken to fully understand the impact to customers before 
implementation of an hourly matching compliance methodology.”  Although the 
Company does not believe a point-by-point response to the myriad analytical issues 
and implied recommendations in the Department’s Supplemental Comments would 
be productive, we are pleased that the Department agrees “that additional analysis and 
discussion around annual and hourly CFS matching, allocation, REC markets, and 
other topics is warranted” prior to adoption of an hourly-matching standard that is 
neither supported nor required under the statutory text of Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691. 
 
We do, however, want to address some potential misconceptions about our 
cooperation with the Department regarding modeling performed in connection with 
this Docket.  The Company spent significant time discussing our preliminary hourly 
CFS modeling approach with the Department, which relies on the assumptions from 
our recently approved resource plan and adds a requirement for hourly carbon-free 
matching.  The Company received the Department’s request for the Encompass input 
and output files on April 1, 2025.  In preparing a response, the Company prepared a 
detailed step by step instruction guide including screenshots of the Encompass model 
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interface to assist the Department in replicating the Company’s modeling.1  The 
Company exchanged numerous emails with the Department regarding the Encompass 
modeling and met with the Department on April 16, April 23, and April 25, 2025 to 
assist the Department in replicating the Company’s results.  There were no errors or 
omissions in the files or detailed instructions sent to the Department.  Rather, as 
noted by the Department, an issue arose due to differing versions of Encompass that 
was resolved when the Department installed the same version we use to replicate the 
Company’s modeling.  We look forward to continuing discussions with parties and 
conducting further analysis regarding these issues to ensure we are developing 
solutions that are in the best interest of our customers and aligned with the 
enumerated policies of the State.   

We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list. 
Please contact Patti Leaf at patricia.b.leaf@xcelenergy.com or me at 
bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com if you have any questions regarding this filing. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

BRIA E. SHEA  
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY POLICY 

Enclosures 
cc: Service List 

1 Included as Attachment A. 

mailto:patricia.b.leaf@xcelenergy.com
mailto:bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com


Instructions on creating a local database on EnCompass and replicating 
results 

Step 1. Create a local database: 

- Open EnCompass version 7.2.4
- Choose ‘Local Database’ for Source.
- Click NewDatabase, type any name, save in any folder on your computer.
- Click OK

- When EnCompass is open, click Yes on the following question:
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- Go to Discovery- 23-0151 DOC-001_Attachment A TRADE SECRET – EnCompass – 
Scenario Exports Used in Modeling  and download only that specific folder with all the excel 
sheets provided in that specific folder. There should not be any other files in your saved 
folder besides the original content of that folder.  

 

 

 
- Click ‘Select’ for ‘Template to Import’ 

 

 

- Choose only the excel sheet named “00_Scenario Setting 2040_MN_CFEv2_Scenarios” in 
the folder you downloaded from Sharepoint, then click ‘Import’ on EnCompass  
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- When Import is complete, click ‘Save’ 
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- Once the local database is created, make sure the scenario tree looks like this  

 

 

This scenario tree should include all the datasets provided in Sharepoint Attachments – EnCompass 
– Scenario Exports Used in Modeling. 

 

- Now, for replicating the results; first right click on Scenario 3- 800MW – Study1 ExpPlan and 
hit run 
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- Once this is ‘Complete’, run z MN CFE 2040 ExpPlan v2 and MN CFE 2040 PVRR v2 
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- Once,  z MN CFE 2040 ExpPlan v2 and MN CFE 2040 PVRR v2 are Complete; 

 

• Right click on the scenario and hit ‘Spreadsheet Results’ 
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• Replicate all the selections designated with a blue check mark, then click the “ …” on 
the left hand side of ‘open after creating’ to select your desired file location and hit 
‘Export’ to save the results on that location. 
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• Now, you can go to - 23-0151 DOC-001_Attachment A TRADE SECRET - EnCompass - 
New Local DataBase for MN CFE 2040 folder, download the excel sheet named EO - 
Local DB - MN CFE 2040 (final), open the excel file, and paste the file path of the 
Export you just saved, in the cell B5. 

• In cell B15, paste the file path of “Export - 800MW Settlement - Study 1,2,3 - Updated 
Rev Req - ExpPlan & PVSC & PVRR.xlsx” 
 

• Hit “Import Encompass Output”, Hit “Add Export”, Hit “Update Scenarios and Units”. 
Then click on the drop down icon on column G next to “MN CFE 2040 PVRR v2” and 
select “1 PVRR”. Do the same on column G next “800MW Settlement-Study 1 Updated 
Rev Req – PVRR” and select “Base PVRR” 

 

 

 

• Fill in Cell H2, I2 and assign the Scenario Name on Column I, it should look like the 
following.  
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• Then, go to Formulas and hit Calculate Now 

 

 

 

• Then go to the “Expansion Plans” tab to see additional capacity added for this project. 

 

 

• We have optimized the model until 2045 but focus on the results to 2040, the difference is 
additional capacity added over the 800MW Settlement Study 1 PVRR which are reflected in 
rows 42-48 that informed our results. 

 

 

• Then, go to PVSC-PVRR Total tab and go to row 47 see PVRR production cost results. We 
made our inference based on our incremental cost in year 2040. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Joshua DePauw, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
DOCKET NO. E999/CI-23-151    
 
 
Dated this 5th day of June 2025 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
Joshua DePauw 
Regulatory Administrator 
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