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MR. SAM LOBBY: (Good evening. Hello,
fol ks. Thanks very much for coming tonight. W
have a good turnout here, and we really appreciate
everybody com ng and taking tinme out of your
evening. W know this is extra, to cone and | et us
know what you think about this, but we appreciate

your civic participation and being here for this

meet i ng.

So I am Sam Lobby. I'mwth the State --
M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion, so -- and ny
role -- we are not for or against the project. W

are here because we want to nmake sure that fol ks on
the ground get a chance to tell us what you think
about the project. So we're independent fromthat,
as far as, you know, if we want it to be approved or
not. We're neutral in that case.

W want to hear fromyou. W have five
conm ssioners that will ultinately nake a deci sion
if there is a site permt -- their anendnent -- if
the site permt anendnent is granted. And a big
factor in that is hearing fromthe public, the folks
that live in the area, so we really appreciate you
bei ng here tonight.

l'mgoing to go over sone slides here,

and then the applicant wll talk -- wll talk
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about -- oh... Hello. Hello. There we go.

The applicant wll talk about -- |I'm not
heari ng. . .

The applicant will talk about the project

itself. And then ny counterpart over there, R ch
Davis, wll talk a little bit about the review --
envi ronnental review process.

So wth that, again, | am Sam Lobby. I'm
going to cover the actual review process, as far as
t he procedural side of things. Then the description
of the project will be comng from--

I"msorry. Wuld it be easier if I
just -- can you hear ne if |I'm speaki ng?

COURT REPORTER: Let's try it.

MR, SAM LOBBY: Ckay. Sounds good.

Sorry for the technical difficulties,
folks. 1'll try and project |oudly here.

So we have the applicants here that are
requesting to do a permt anmendnent. And then, as I
nmentioned, Rich Davis wll talk about the
environnental review process. And then from --
that'Il -- we'll get through this in probably 20 to
30 mnutes. And then the rest of it wll be an
opportunity for questions and coments fromyou all.

So | won't get too deep into the background here.
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Is this working for you?

COURT REPORTER: Yes.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Ckay. | won't get too
deep into the background here, because the applicant
wll tal k nore about that.

But the EIm Creek Wnd Il project was
originally granted a permt fromthe PUC on
February 25th, 2010. Then this April, on April 1st,
El m Creek Wnd submtted an application to repower
the wind facility and anend their site permt to
increase the facility's efficiency and energy

output, as well as to extend the permt term and

operational life of the facility.
The proposed changes wi |l consist of
retrofitting existing equipment and will not include

changes to turbine | ocations, the MET tower, or the
substati on. Requested changes include: replacing
rotors, replacing turbine nacelles and interior

el enents, increasing the hub height of the existing
turbines from78 to 86 neters, increasing the tip
hei ght of the existing turbines from127.5 to 146
neters, adjust turbine output for existing turbines
from2.4 to 2.2 negawatts, and decrease the tota
nanepl ate capacity below the permtted 150

megawat t s.
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So the Conmm ssion considerations -- if
you want to |l ook into the | egal ese behind, kind of,
what is all the legislation -- the enabling
| egi sl ati on, under M nnesota Statute 216F. 03, the
siting of a large wind energy conversion system nust
be done in an orderly manner, conpatible with
envi ronnent al preservati on, sustai nabl e devel opnent,
and the efficient use of resources.

M nnesota Rul e 7854. 1300, Subp. 2,
provi des that the Comm ssion may anend a site permt
for a large wind energy conversion system at any
time if the Comm ssion has good cause to do so. And
under M nnesota Statute 216F. 04, the Conm ssion may
pl ace conditions in a permt and may deny, nodify,
suspend, or revoke a permt.

So just to give you a sense of, kind of,
what to expect here and -- what's happened and what
to expect, the site permt was filed on April 1st.
And then Rich, with the environnental reviewteam
provi ded comments on application conpl et eness and
provi ded a proposed draft site permt. That was on
June 20th of 2025.

Then, today and tonorrow -- we've got
t oday, of course, we're here at the in-person

meeting. Tonorrow we al so have a virtual neeting.
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It's going to be the exact sane informati on cover ed,;
you'll see the sanme thing. Sonetines folks do |ike
to cone to that a second tinme, if you think of
sonet hi ng toni ght and you want to |l et us know
tonorrow. But then there also is a witten conment

period that goes through August 20th, so if you

t hi nk of sonething tonorrow and you're like, "I w sh
| got that conmment to them" you still have plenty
of tine.

There is information -- we have some in
this -- in this slide deck that is up on the table;
it's also in the notice that -- infornmation to get

you how to comment publicly if you would |ike to.
Then, once we are through the coment
period, Rich will provide nore comments on the site
permt amendnment and -- factoring in any comments
received. That will cone out on Septenber 5th of
2025. And then the Conmm ssion will consider the
site -- site permt anendnment sonetine at the end
of -- of the year, quarter 4 of 2025, at sone point.
So -- and at that point, that's when the
comm ssioners wll -- they do read all the public
commrents. They read the transcripts. They really
care a | ot about what the | andowners on the ground

think. So your participating tonight, it isn't just
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for -- it doesn't just, you know, go nowhere. You
wll be |listened to. So that is kind of what to
expect, tineline-w se.

And then, here is ny contact information;
so that is in the slide deck when you pick that up.
You can reach out to ne at any tine. Even if it's
past August 20th, and you have questi ons or conments
or anything you want to say, you can reach out to ne
and | can try to help you -- direct you to where you
need to go.

So with that, I will hand it over to the
conpany. And nake sure to project |oudly.

MR, LUKE SCHW TZER: Yeah. Thanks, Sam

MR. SAM LOBBY: Thank you.

MR, LUKE SCHW TZER: Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Luke Schwitzer. |'ma | ead
devel oper with Avangrid Power, based out of
M nneapol i s.

Before I go on, is the volune pretty
good?

COURT REPORTER:  Yes.

MR, LUKE SCHW TZER:  Good.

So thank you. W appreciate the chance
to highlight our project plans out at Elm Creek I1,

and appreciate you all taking the tine to -- to cone
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out and joi n us.

So before | get into specifics on the
project itself, | just wanted to hi ghlight conpany
overview, you know, for folks not famliar, kind of,
with the conpany.

Avangrid Power, we are the third | argest
renewabl e energy owner and operator in the States,
so that -- that presence really spans nati onw de.

We have wi nd and sol ar projects |located in 22

different states across the country. In the M dwest
in particular, that -- that presence is very | arge,
in wnd projects in particular. It mght be hard to

read sonme of the nunbers, which is good, because
sone of the nunbers in Illinois have changed. But
in general, we have a | arge presence of w nd
projects in -- in Mnnesota, Illinois, the Dakotas,
and | owa.

So zooming in alittle bit nore into
Jackson and Martin Counties, you know, we, as a
conpany, have been active in this conmunity for over
20 years. | just wanted to highlight -- | know many
of you probably know this area |i ke the back of your
hand, but as it relates to Avangrid projects in your
community, you know, | wanted to highlight El m

Creek Il there in yellow, EImCreek |I is in blue,
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and Trinont, to the north, in red.

And Trinmont was our first project -- |
should say first project to go into service in the
community, so you'll see the COD dates that are
listed; it stands for commerci al operation date.

Basically, it's when that project was placed in

servi ce.

So Trinmont led the way in 2005. It was a
100 negawatt wind site. It was actually repowered
in 2020 as well. EImCreek | followed, going into

service in 2008, as a 99 negawatt wind site. And
t hen, of course, we're here tonight to tal k about
ElmCreek Il. That was placed in service in 2010,
and we'll get into sone nore of those details.

So when we tal k about repowering in
general, it's kind of a catchall term |t can nean
many di fferent things, depending on the conpany,
dependi ng on the site, what fol ks', you know,
particul ar plans are. Basically, you' re talking
about -- regardless of the details, you're tal king
about the process of retrofitting -- retrofitting
and repl aci ng exi sting conponents with newer, nore
noder ni zed, nore efficient equipnent. So that is
what we're doing.

And -- and specifically, these plans
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consi st of replacing the -- the turbine bl ades

t hemsel ves and repl acing the nacelles so that --
that housing that sits on top of the tower itself --
houses the gear box, houses the drivetrain, the
generator itself for each turbine -- the picture

ki nd of highlighting, you know, | think, dropping
the -- dropping that -- the generator and the
drivetrain into that nacell e housing, just for

cont ext .

So again, our ElmCreek Il plan is
swappi ng out the existing blades with new bl ades and
swappi ng out the existing nacelles with -- with new
equi pnment .

We are not proposing any kind of
per manent change to the tower foundations
t hemsel ves, as well as any of the existing
infrastructure out there, as far as roads, the O%M
bui | di ng, the substation, so on and so forth. It
will all renmain as it is today.

"Il squeeze one snall caveat in there,

in that the existing towers, in order to nmake them

match with the new nacelles that will need to be
bolted on, there is a small -- relatively snall
tower adapter section -- so it's a 17-foot

section -- that will need to be installed on top of
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the existing towers in order to nake it match wth
t he proposed new nacell e.

So with that, when we begin to, you know,
t hi nk about tenporary construction inpacts that
m ght come with a project like this, folks that were
around, you know, during the original greenfield
devel opnent, you mght imagine this is not quite on
par with -- with the scale of that. But still, this
is -- it's a large project with not, you know,

i nsignificant, you know, construction work.

So the biggest things that you can begin
to kind of picture being associated with this is
crane paths right away; |arge, you know,
over-ground, over-terrain crane paths bei ng bl ocked
around the site to install the equipnent, tear down
the old equipnment. |Inproved turning radius areas,
so that's tal king about any of your 90-degree turns.
Access from public roads to -- to access stream
roads. You m ght imgine they need to be w dened to
allow for that -- you know, the bl ade sw ng bei ng
del i vered, again for repower, both -- both taking
out the old blades and bringing in the new

And then sonething to note, as well, is
the collector |line section upgrades. So the

collector lines are what, you know, receive that
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power fromthe turbine and take it to the coll ector
sub. We have been doing many studi es to understand
what that | ooks like right now and what it | ooks

| i ke under a repower. |Indeed, these things are
ongoi ng, so we're | earning nore.

But it's safe to assune that there m ght
be a couple sections that would need to be
suppl enented with new collector lines in order to
take that power efficiently and safely. But for the
nost part, you know, we're not tal king about having
to replace all the collector lines on the site, by
any neans.

And then, lastly, again, picturing
construction, really, one of the bigger things is
going to just be the | aydown, the staging. Again,
it's kind of a logistical undertaking to, you know,
find the space to bring down the bl ades and the
nacel l es and yet still bring in the new. So that is
sonet hi ng that we're wor ki ng on under st andi ng, you

know, where these | aydown, where these stagi ng yards

wll be. But as you begin to picture it, that's --
that's sonething that will cone with a project I|ike
this.

So diving down into a little bit nore

detail, again, tal king about replacing the bl ades --
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and this is where, | think, | need to begin to
caveat. A lot of this is -- you know, we are
interested in sharing the best information that we
have avail able today. A lot of this is subject to
change. Frankly, there's a |lot of uncertainty in
the market, as far as supply chain goes, as far as,
you know, studies that we're doing to understand
what equi pnment -- what final equi pnent sel ection
will look |like. So these details, yeah, are subject
to change. And of course, you know, that
information will be communi cated when it does becone
final.

But wth that, what our current plan is

right now, is increasing the rotor bl ade size from

the 95 neters that is existing up to 120 neters. |If
you can picture a tip height -- so the tip height is
when the blade is at its highest point -- that

height wll change, again, fromthe 418 feet that it
is right nowto 480 feet. And then the per turbine
generation right nowis 2.4 negawatts, and that
woul d be proposed to adjust to 2. 2.

| already touched on the collector |ine
upgr ades where needed. And one bonus for fol ks
in -- such as yourselves, |andowners in the room is

installing lighting mtigation. So we tal ked about
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Aircraft Detection Lighting System The good news
for folks that are annoyed by the constant blinking
of lights at night is that that will go away. There
wll be a radar systeminstalled, tentatively at the
O&M yard, that will detect aircraft when it's in the
proj ect space, and at that point, it wll trigger
the lights to go on. If there isn't aircraft
detected, no lights. So that's sonething that would
conme wth this as well.

And then | just need to call out, you
know, our ops folks. And our -- our ops teamin the
buil ding tonight, | know, is excited about the
support of this repower. W are also installing
lifts in all of the existing turbine towers that are
onsite, which really helps themonsite. | know
they're excited about it.

So that's kind of just a snapshot of many
of the details. You know, again, nany of the
figures here on the lower right are admttedly TBD
right now, but just for -- to have sonething at a
gl ance for folks to -- to |l ook at as a pre- and
post - conpari son.

There are 62 turbines onsite. You know,
ideally, we are in a position to retrofit all 62.

Again, it's Mtsubishi 2.4 negawatt generators that
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are the turbines onsite currently. And it's TBD on
what that final selection wll be, but it wll fit
under those paraneters di scussed here al ready.

And then -- yeah, I've laid out the tip
hei ght differences already. The nanepl ate capacity
really just kind of stays the sane ultimtely, or --
or we try to get it as close to the sane as
possi bl e.

Il will call out already -- and | know
there's |ikely questions on just why the drop from
per turbine generation. And what | will say on that
is, it's -- we're taking an existing site, right,
and trying to natch with new equi pnent, and that's
just -- that's part of the equi pnent availability
i ssues, so the 2.2 generator is just what's naking
sense. It's what seened to work for the site right
Now.

And if you're wondering why we woul d t ake
a step down, really, it's -- the bonus is in the
efficiency. These new nodels, the new equi pnent,
just way nore efficient than the existing M
machi nes at | ower wi nd speeds, for exanple, just in
general. So it's -- it's nore a matter of
efficiency over the nanepl ate capacity.

So beyond that, the caveats truly
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conti nue when we begin to touch on the schedul e.
But | think at this point, you know, what we woul d

want to communi cate, nore than anything, is the

soonest potential of a project like this. So this
is -- this is laying out that scenario.

So obviously, we're all in the roomtoday
for -- for permtting scope. That has been detail ed

already. The PUC application was submtted in
April. Environnmental surveys and then ot her
permtting work is -- is ongoing to support the
project. The sane thing with engi neering; that
design work is ongoing. In a perfect world, we
coul d have -- you know, anticipate
constructi on-ready design as soon as the end of this
year, is what we're working towards. And then,
again, the -- the earliest possible construction
start date could be sonmething |like May of '26. And
the earliest possible COD, working off of that --
again, that's the commerci al operation
pl aced-in-service date -- would be sonething |ike
Decenber of 2026.

And then, of course, you know, we're
not -- we're not going anywhere. W woul d be around
t hrough the follow ng year for restoration,

reclamati on type of work, to |leave the site, you
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know, as good or better than we found it.

Wth that, no real talking points on the
map. | just wanted to highlight, you know, as -- as
you' re wal ki ng around, we have a coupl e of naps
spread across the room Again, we understand you
fol ks know this area very well, so famliarize
yourself with the site based on, you know, where you
and your nei ghbors |ive.

And, yeah, we | ook forward to taking your
questi ons.

MR RICH DAVIS:. Wll, good evening,
everybody. M nane is Rich Davis. | amwth the

Public Uilities Conm ssion, the sane as Sam or the

Energy Infrastructure Permtting -- or Planning
unit. Sorry. And environnental reviewis kind of
the -- the side that I'"'mon which, with that, our
staff --

| should check. AmI| good?
COURT REPORTER: A little | ouder.
MR RICHDAVIS: A little | ouder? Ckay.
Qur focus is to provide technical
assi stance, basically, on potential environnental
i npacts and potential mtigation, or reduction of
those i npacts, to the comm ssioners as they're

maki ng their decisions regarding issuing of a site
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permt to allow the repowering, in this case, of
this project.

We adni ni ster that environmental review
and the analysis process. It's alittle bit
different with wind as opposed to transm ssion |ines
and sol ar projects. But we walk the -- when the
application cones in, we actually use that as our
baseline for the environnental review process. And
we -- we are out to provide an objective anal ysis,
and we don't advocate for or against projects. W
are just trying to work with the facts that are out
there. And our prinmary goal is to assist the
comm ssioners wiwth an informed -- in their infornmed
deci si on- nmaki ng process as they're issuing that site
permt.

This is where to find sone project
information. |If you're interested in it, that top
one -- this is all in the packet over there, the
Power Point. That top one is a specific -- a
specific web page within our website. It's alittle
easier to navigate than the next |ink down there;
eDockets can get a little bit overwhelmng. That is
the full record of this project, so we can go al
the way back to when -- the initial permt and

beyond, when the initial application for the
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original permt was actually submtted.
So if you want the full record of

everything, you' re going to want that second |ink

right there. The top one, like | said, is alittle
bit nore straightforward. And it also -- there is,
at the top of that -- that first web page there,

there's a public conmment submttal button up there
that you can actually click on and enter your
comrent in there, and | get that directly.

Envi ronnental review and site permt
devel opnent -- so, again, the site permt amendnent
application that comes in is the primary
envi ronnental review docunent that we use as our
baseline. It helps us identify and eval uate
potential resource inpacts to the proposed
repowering project, and it identifies possible
i mpact mtigation neasures that can be used. W use
that to develop the draft site permt, or the
anended draft site permt, which there are two
copi es of over on that table over there.

Mysel f and a coupl e of our other staff
kind of worked on that draft site -- that anended
draft site permt back when our unit was actually
wth the M nnesota Departnent of Commerce. So |I'll

just point that out because that bottom bull et says
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"EERA comments."” That was our unit's nanme when we
were at the Departnent of Commerce. Qur entire unit
got shifted over to the Public Utilities Comm ssion
on July 1st, thanks to the legislature. 1'll be
ni ce about that.

But potential -- wth that, we're | ooking
at potential resources that m ght be out in the
project area and potential inpacts that could be

included in that anended draft site permt. W're

al so looking to include local -- local items of
interest or concern -- things that m ght not be on a
map sonewhere -- that you fol ks would know about .

W want to know about those things.

For public participation, you can provide
comments tonight. It will go on the record with our
court reporter. You can submt comments in witing,
again at that |link on our web page, or directly via
email to nyself. O if you want to send sonet hi ng
inthe mail, ny nailing address is on there, and
al so on the slides that are over there, that are
har d- copi ed at the table.

The comment period deadline is Wednesday,
August 20th, at 4:30 p.m The exception to that is
if you can get it -- if you're sending sonmething in

the mail, if it's postmarked by the 20th, we'll -- |
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try to give it alittle bit extra tine so things can
get in, because | know it takes a little bit if
they're -- if you're sending themthat way.

Topics to address tonight that help ne
out in further devel oping the anended draft site
permt -- and if you can focus your conments on
these, if -- should the Comm ssion i ssue an anended
draft site permt for the repowering project, if the
site permt anendnents are authorized, what
addi tional conditions, if any, should the Conmm ssion
i npose. Those woul d be the conditions that woul d be
wr apped into the site permit. And are there other
I ssues or concerns related to this matter, being the
project as a whole, potential inpacts that sone of
you | ocal folks are -- are concerned about or would
l'i ke additional details on.

There's a lot on this slide -- kind of
small, but this is probably one of the nore useful
slides in that whol e packet over there. It has the
comment period deadline. It has the ways you can
coment: Online, enmail, and by mail. It has those
questions | just read off for addressing your
comments to. Contacts are on there for Sam nyself,
and for Luke. And then sone additional information

on how to find the docket or the project website.
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And this...

MR SAM LOBBY: Do you want --

MR RICHDAVIS: | don't know how - -
what ?

MR. SAM LOBBY: Oh, go ahead.

MR RICH DAVIS: Ckay. For presentation
of coments, these are just, kind of, sonme general
ground rules that we have. One speaker at a tine.
It's inmportant for us so that the court reporter can
hear and she can get a solid record for us so we
have the m nutes. Because | do go back and read
t hrough those m nutes nyself; the conm ssioners read
through them That's how | keep track of coments
that we m ght get tonight that are up here.

| should point out that whether you give
your comment up here tonight, speaking, or mail it
or email it, none of those carry any nore wei ght
than any other version. So if you send your
comments in or say your comments tonight, you don't
have to worry about doing it -- nmultiple different
versions of that. W take themall the sane.

Mai nt ai n sone respect for each other
tonight. | -- that's always hel pful. Begin -- when
you -- I'mgoing to have everybody conme up here. It

probably woul d be easiest for us and for the court
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reporter. Just cone up here.

And | need you to state and spell your
first and | ast nane so the court reporter can get it
on the record. And direct any of your comments and
questi ons towards those other questions that have to
do with the nerits of the proposed project or the
suggestion -- suggestions of permt conditions,
woul d be nost hel pful for us.

We'll have to see how many peopl e we have
that want to speak, but we do try to limt stuff for
five mnutes the first tinme around. Qoviously, if
we have sonme extra tine, so -- we can always go back
around i f sonmebody has additional coments or
questions that they would like to bring up.

That's about it. The next one is for
WebEx stuff.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Yeah, that's...

MR. RICH DAVIS: Yeah.

The thank you slide. That's Sam and
|'s contact info, so I'mgoing to have -- |I'm
actually going to put this one back up to help
direct people if they've got sone questions or
coment s.

And I"'mgoing to turn this, and then |I'm

going to go sit back down and get out of the way.
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MR. SAM LOBBY: Thanks, Rich.

So |I've got the sign-in sheet here, and
it looks like -- Nate Runke, if you would like to
conme up and speak.

MR. NATE RUNKE: Hi . ' m Nat e Runke.
l"mwith the International Union --

MR. SAM LOBBY: Could you spell your --

spel |l your nane.

MR. NATE RUNKE: l'msorry. Na-t-e
R- u- n-k-e.

I"mwith the International Union of
Operati ng Engi neers Local 49. |1'm al so speaking on

behal f of North Central States Regional Council of
Carpenters; they weren't able to be here tonight.
But on behal f of the 15, 000 heavy
equi pnent operators that we represent between | owa,
across M nnesota, and the Dakotas, and the 27,000
carpenters there -- present across their five-state
region, | guess, we just wanted to find out if -- if
you guys al ready have ideas on who the workforce for
this woul d be.
We al ways, obviously, advocate to use as
much | ocal union | abor as possible, or |ocal |abor.
If you go a different way than -- | think the key

part there being as nuch -- getting the workforce
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from-- as locally as possible to keep as nuch of
the i nvestment going back to the communities that
are hosting these projects. So obviously, from our
vi ewpoi nt, union | abor would be the best option
there. But either way, we were just kind of hoping
to find out what your plans were for -- for
wor kf or ce.

MR. LUKE SCHW TZER: Yeah. So that --
that is one of the things -- simlar to schedul e,
simlar to final equipnment design, it's sonething
that we're actively working on and it's ongoing. So
there are no final decisions on that right now, but
that is certainly sonething -- using local unions is
certainly sonmething that's being considered right
now, yeah.

MR. NATE RUNKE: That sounds great.

All right. That was all | had. Thank
you.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Thank you very nmnuch.

|'ve got a nunber of other fol ks on the
l'i st here, but nobody else signed up to speak. So
"1l just read off the nanmes, and if you don't want
to conme up, that's just fine. Once | get through
these, if other folks want to raise their hand, we

can do that.
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Debra, would you like to speak? All
right. Thank you, Debra. And if you can nake sure
to project your voice as much as possi ble. Thank
you. And state and spell nanmes, please.

MS. DEBRA RINGKOB: M nane is Debra
Ri ngkob, D-e-b-r-a and R i-n-g-k-o0-b as in "boy."

Readi ng that first sentence, "Should the
Conmi ssion i ssue an anended draft site permt for

the repowering project," here's ny question for
Avangrid, is: Do you have a contract already for
the energy that -- if this goes through, do you have
sonebody out there that's got a signed contract that
you can sell our energy to?

Because when you built our project
originally, there was no signed contract that -- our

energy got sold pretty darn cheap and we never

recei ved what was promn sed.

How do you -- how do you -- it's kind of
like Field of Dreans: "Build it and they w |
cone.” Not necessarily. W have to have sone kind

of proof that us having our land torn apart again is
going to be worth it. It -- for environnmental, it's
extrenely hard to explain to sonebody what the | and
went through when the towers were constructed.

Yes, we knew there was going to be a | ot
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of crop destroyed. It would be nice if they could

do this in the wwnter, when things were frozen, but

t hey don't.

But the thing that is, to nme, hurtful, as
a |l andowner, is, howthe soil is so -- with the big
cranes going over it -- it went diagonally across

one of our farns, and the conpaction was trenendous.
Tile was destroyed. And you can't put the air back
into the ground, lift that conpaction, no matter
what you do. That's another environnental thing, |
think, that's not factored in at all, is how the
production of cropland can get destroyed.

Those are ny comments. That's ny
feelings. Thank you for |istening.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Wuld any of you like to
respond to that at all?

MR JEFFREY REI NKEMEYER: There was a

question -- she had a question; right?
| am Jeff Rei nkeneyer. | gave you ny
card. Do you want nme to spell it?

COURT REPORTER: No.

MR JEFFREY REI NKEMEYER: | appreciate
your question on the power purchase agreenent.
Yeah, when -- when this project was originally first

operational in 2010, it was a different conmmerci al
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envi ronnent. Yeah, there was nore -- there was nore
of a -- 1 guess, nore of a -- | don't want to cal
it -- not so much scrutiny on want -- wanting to

have or needi ng to have power purchase agreenents as
part of these projects, because -- because the

nmarket was a little different.

Since that tinme, the -- the industry has
matured a |l ot and -- and, you know, we have cone to
the conclusion that -- that a vital part of the
project is to have a secured -- secured off-take.
So that would be -- that is our effort on this
project, to be honest, to -- would be to secure

t hat .

MR. SAM LOBBY: All right. Thank you
very nmuch for that.

Next up, it -- it wasn't indicated if you
wanted to speak or not, but C ndy and Joe? |If not,

that's okay. No? All right.

So we've got -- forgive ne if I'm
m spronouncing -- Lowell. Al right. Thank you
very nmuch. |If you could, state and spell your nane,
pl ease.

MR. LOWNELL GORDEN: Okay. | signed that

if we were going to tal k, but --

MR. SAM LOBBY: Oh. You -- yes.
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MR. LONELL GORDEN: | just have a couple
coments on --

COURT REPORTER: Pl ease give your nane
and spell it.

MR LOWNELL GORDEN: Lowel | Gorden,

G o-r-d-e-n. Lowell. And I'm-- | have a tower on
nmy pl ace.

So this whole thing started, confusingly,
for me back in March, when a young nan cane to ne
and had a | egal docunment and said, "Sign this for a
new project. Free noney. Just signit." So
beli eve sone of ny other nei ghbors got asked the
sane thing. And it's a little confusing when --
when that happens |ike that.

So he came back again. He said, "D d you
signit?" | said, "No." | said, "Good grief.” No
expl anation; no anything. So then in Cctober, they
must have figured that things weren't going real
snoot h, we better have a neeting.

So | struggle wth a conpany that does
sonething like that. | nean, "5,000 bucks. Just
quick sign this.” Then I think G ndy and Joe was up
to 15,000 to sign it. | don't know.

But, to nme, are they going to nake nore

noi se? The bigger bl ades, are they going to be
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noi sier? Do you know that, yes or no?

MR. LUKE SCHW TZER: That'd be -- this is
all part of ongoing studies.

MR. LOWELL GORDEN: Ckay. But nobody --
nobody finds that out until after it's done, naybe.

What are they going to do to the roads?
And it's -- it's a lot of stuff that the person that
has the tower in their place goes through to nake
ever ybody el se happy.

MR. JEFFREY RElI NKEMEYER: Ckay. There

were two -- two questions there.
Agai n, Jeff -- Jeff Rei nkeneyer.
Correct ne if | -- again, there were two questions;

one was about the noise, and the second was about

t he roads.

Ckay. Now, on -- on sound, you know, the
project has been sinmulated with the -- you know,
wth the new nodels, and if we -- with the turbine
that we currently | ooked at, if we -- if that

changes, we would | ook at the new nodel wth the new

turbine. And -- and our projects are -- are going
to conformwith -- with PUC sound standards, so --
so that's -- that's one of our -- actually, that's

one of our nost heavily studi ed, you know, itens

when we | ook at -- at designing and | aying out a
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project, is conformance wth the sound standard.
On the -- on the roads, as Luke had

al l uded to, you know, as part of -- part of the
project and just -- this is tenporary, you know.
Wien you have larger -- larger conponents com ng in,
you have to w den out your entrances to allow for
those turns in. You know, we wi |l be adding rock,
you know, to further stabilize the access roads.

However, at the conclusion of the project, those

w dened -- those w dened entrances will be renoved
and -- and the actual dinensions of that access road
wll remain, you know, what -- what it was.
MR. LONELL GORDEN: | was basically --
MR. SAM LOBBY: If you could -- if you

cone up, sorry, just so the court reporter can hear
you.

MR, LOWNELL GORDEN: I'Ill just stand up.

My -- ny concern is fromlast tine. Wen
you' ve got that huge franme of all that weight going
across the roads -- not about the approaches. Wat
they do to the roads. Because | know -- | nean,
you're going to go up and down the roads to deliver
that crane; right?

It's not about the approaches. It's

about driving that crane fromone spot to the next,
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going across one field to the next, busting tile.
And that crane is huge.

How many ton is it, do you know?

MR, JEFFREY REI NKEMEYER: Their weight --
I'll give you that; that, yes, they are -- they are
heavy.

The -- and yes, as you know, it's part of
our -- part of our responsibility in our |lease to
repair tile, you know, that -- that's damaged. You
know, we -- we do locate the |ocations of those
repairs, and -- and we keep that -- we keep a | og of
that, you know, for future. And we do -- we do --
as part of our restoration, you know, we are al so
obligated to restore the site, you know, to -- to,
basically, till it back up.

MR, LOWMELL GORDEN:. Till it?

MR JEFFREY REI NKEMEYER:  Yes.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Al right. Thank you.

MR RICHDAVIS: | just want to nention
sone stuff with the -- the anended draft site permt
does get at those itens. There's -- there's

conditions in there regarding the noise. They have
to do beforehand nodeling to figure out what noise
| evel they plan for it to be at, at the residences,

but they al so have to check it afterwards. So they
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do have to do sone nonitoring.

And as far as the roads go, they do have
to have road agreenents with the county. That's a
requi red condition. And there's also conditions in
there that they have to fix any broken tile or any
drai nage that's not functioning correctly, so it

could be culverts as well.

And we handle -- | should nention that.
Qur -- our staff handles conpliance with the permts
as well. So it mght not always be clear, but if

there's ever issues wth that and you're not getting
a response fromthe conpany -- |I'm not sayi ng that
that's going to happen or does happen with this
project. But if you're not getting a response from
them you can always contact our staff as well
directly, and we can -- we can help track down the
concern or what's happeni ng out there.

MR. SAM LOBBY: One thing, too, to

address the -- the previ ous conmment about the power
purchase agreenent -- | should have nentioned this
before -- that's the -- once the project is built,

who is actually buying it.
There is a permt condition now -- when
this was originally permtted in 2010, a | ot has

changed since then. There are permt conditions now
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that require that they have to have an off-taker in
order for the project to actually conmence, so -- SO
just to answer your question on that.

The next person. Don, if you would |ike
to speak. If not, that's just fine. |I'msorry, |
just wasn't sure.

All right. Now Mke? Wuld Mke like to
speak? Al right. And that's our |ast one on the
list, and then we can take --

And just a quick expl anation, too.

Apol ogi es for the back-and-forth stuff. [It's

just -- if we can try to keep people up here just
for the court reporter. It's kind of awkward, but
it makes it easier for -- on her.

So if you could, please state and spel
your nane.

MR. DON ZEBEDEE: Well, | guess, | -- |
probably didn't really intend to speak.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Could -- could you pl ease
state and spell your nane.

MR. DON ZEBEDEE: |1've got a problemwth
t he 15-year --

COURT REPORTER: Sir. Sir, could you
pl ease state your name and spell it.

MR. DON ZEBEDEE: I|"'m Don Zebedee.
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Yeah, and |I've got a problemw th the
15-year extension. What -- why are they -- they
just going to nonchalantly take that, or are they
going to give us sonething for it?

And, also, a contract. W were
originally expecting to get nore noney as the years
went by. And what happened is, we were |lucky to
stay even. | nean, | -- | realize that you got us
signed up for another 25 years. You can do whatever
you want about that. W haven't got anything to
say, really. But the next 15, | -- 1 think |I ought
to get paid. | nean, we -- we operated the |ast 15

just on hearsay, and | think we should have a

contract for the next -- you know, if the thing goes
t hr ough.

| guess that's probably all -- actually,
| don't live right by it, sol -- | synpathize with
those -- | guess they got a problemlike that,
but... But...

And -- and | really think that ny
farnms -- or where they drove with the thing, they've

kind of healed up. It |ooked kind of tough there

for a while, and I -- | think they healed up. |
guess | -- | don't have near as big a problemwth
that as | do wth the fact that -- that we m ght go
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on forever.
And we don't know the busi ness. They can
tell us whatever they want to about the business,

you know, based on the earnings they were going to

pay. And, well, based on the earnings they paid us
the last -- you know, whatever they dann pl ease.
And | think that -- that if you're going

to give thema permt to redo it, that we need a
contract, too. And I -- | don't know how to draw it
up, but | think they're smart enough, they know how.

| think that's all | got to say.

MR RICH DAVIS: WlIl, | can respond to
that a little bit.

The Conm ssion does not wite up
i ndi vidual contracts. W don't -- the comm ssioners
t hemsel ves and our staff, we don't -- that's a
private business agreenent. W handle the
permtting or the siting of the project and
potential inpacts and how to mtigate those things,
and conmpliance with that permt.

The contract is sonething that has to be
handl ed with the devel oper, because that's --
that -- ny best advice to you is -- if you have
concerns about it, is to have an attorney | ook at

it, because we can't give |egal advice on behal f of
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the State, or anything |like that.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Did you want to respond?

MR. JEFFREY REI NKEMEYER: Yeah, |'1]1
respond just in the sense of -- you know, follow ng
on Rich's statenent, let's -- let's catch up, maybe,
after this neeting to at | east neet in private.
Lease agreenents -- yeah, | just want to respect
that private side of it.

But I will say, we fully intend on -- on
extendi ng our | eases for this project -- really, for
all the projects. Avangrid is not in the business
of decomm ssioning turbines. W want to keep these
pl ants goi ng; we want to keep these agreenents
going. So I'll just -- I'lIl leave it at that, and
catch up with you on the side.

MR. SAM LOBBY: The | ast one on the |ist
here | have is Mke. Wuld Mke |ike to speak? No?

All right. Wth that, is there anybody
else that would |like to? Just raise your hand.

| believe -- the gentleman in the hat, go
ahead. And then you can go next, after him

And if you coul d, please speak |oudly,
state and spell your nanme. Thank you, sir.

MR. SHANE MEYER. My nane is Shane Meyer,
S-h-a-n-e Me-y-e-r. A lot of you probably don't
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know ne. W recently -- ny wife, Alesha, and

noved here in Novenber, Novenber 1st. W cane from
a place that was very controversial with w nd
towers. We kind of sat in the mddle of two
different wind farns, and we wat ched nei ghbors hate
nei ghbors.

And we noved up here, know ng what we
were getting into, sonewhat. W knew the w nd
towers were there. W had never lived that close to
them We have, | believe, four towers where we |ive
that are a half a mle, give or take, from our
house. | am di sappointed in the conpany, because we
have been there since Novenber 1st -- | was told
t his happened in June -- and we have not been
contacted at all.

We kind of believe -- ny wife and |
believe that if something is there that you nove
into, you have no right to conplain about it. And
we chose that. There's no reason for us to conplain
about what's existing. W chose to nove there. But
now you want to change it, and so you're changing it
after |'ve noved there. Now |l feel |like | have a
right to say sonething.

They're noisy. And | don't want to step

on anybody's feet, as far as | andowners that are
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getting noney that don't live out there; but if you

live there, you know they're noisy. W have

flickers at our house. W have -- when they turn is
probably the worst. | thought |I'd get used to it;
you don't. It's -- | don't know that it affects ny

quality of life, other than bei ng annoyi ng.

W noved up here with the intentions of
buying ny wife her dream pl ace back hone. And it is
to us, but we also have to deal with the w nd
towers. And so we are not in favor of this.

My nei ghbors, Jake and Rita, couldn't be
here tonight; they are not in favor, either. They
told ne | could say that. They live just to the
north and west of ne about a half a mle.

The other thing | don't like is, it seens
alittle open-ended on this, to where the other
peopl e that have tal ked about, "W don't even know
what we're going to get paid.” | haven't heard --

Down there, there was a big di scussion
wth the taller ones and the bigger ones -- where we
canme fromin Nebraska -- and they never got through
because there wasn't a | ot of data on what they
produced for noise and sound. And | have not heard
t hem speak about that yet tonight. Do they know how

much worse or better it's going to be?
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| don't know. |I'mnot here to conplain
about what's existing, but we are not in favor of
changes. Thanks.

MR, SAM LOBBY: Thank you very nuch.

Yes, sir. Wuld you like to speak? |If
you coul d, please state and spell your nane for the
record.

MR. EARL CORDES: M nane is Earl Cordes,
Co-r-d-e-s. I'ma resident of El m Creek Townshi p.

My wife and | have farned out there for
the last 20 years. W're | andowners. W have one
turbi ne on our property, four in our section which
iIs -- the section is fam | y-owned.

W went into this, eyes wde open. |I'm
sure al nost everybody that signed up, signed up for
t he nmoney when they signed up for the w nd turbines,
not that they wanted a nonument on their place
W t hout getting reinbursenent for it. And the noney
has -- was good. It's not as good now. And I
synpat hi ze with Lowel|l and Deb. Everybody's -- as
being a farner, you dealt with the conpression
i ssues on your land when it was first built, the
mud, all those types of things.

| anticipate it will be better this tine

because the roads are -- or the ingress roads are

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Elm Creek Wind II, LLC - 09-553 - Jackson - 8-5-25 42

already there. W'Il still have a crane pad to put
it on, but it -- but again, people get reinbursed
for crop loss and they also get paid a -- a rent
every year, so it's not like they're losing all

sorts of noney.

| am al so the chairman of El m Creek
Townshi p, and | was on the board when they -- it was
constructed. There was a | ot of questions back
then. There were other issues. Bottomline, our
townshi p roads were better after they were done than
before they started, because the roads that weren't
upgraded -- or suitable for the anount of wei ght
that were put across them were upgraded wth rock
and gravel at that tine. And when it was finished
and -- they were actually better.

| do have sone of the same questions --
again, this is a financial thing. For the township,
we get about 15 percent of our budget from w nd
turbine noney that's paid through the -- Martin
County. Billeye can probably tell what the county
gets for it. But again, if they would shut down, we
woul d | ose 15 percent of our -- our incone to the
townshi p, and we'd have to either raise taxes or
reduce services. But, |ike, we don't have a --

can't do a deficit.
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The noi se has gotten worse. You can | ook
at the turbines and see that the current ones |eak
oil like a sieve. And on certain occasions, with
the hum dity and wind right, they are -- can be very
noi sy. But that's what we signed up for. W've
lived there for 15 years; you can tune themout. At

| east we can.

And again, | support the project because
| have hopes that the -- the new turbines will be
less noisy. | don't think they've invented one

that's not noisy at all.

But again, the financial re- -- the noney
that we get -- I"'ma little concerned that people
are saying, "Well, the guy was out and said, 'Wll,
we want to give you 5,000 to extend your -- your

t hi ng. And again, we're part of the LLC and --
and get a check. W want the project to go through
we signed, but we weren't told that you could ask
for nore to get an extension. And that seens --

| ' ve heard people say, "Wll, don't give us 5, 000.

We'll take 15,000." And those are people that don't

have a -- a turbine on their property.

And we are -- ny turbine -- our turbine
is probably the closest turb- -- house to a turbine
in -- in our section; we're about a quarter mle.
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And again, people that are a half mle, a mle away,
say, "Jeez, we want nore noney than you're
offering."

So, anyway, the bottomline, as a -- as a
resident, a farner, and a township official, | --
I|'min support of the project.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Thanks for your conments.

MR. JEFFREY REI NKEMEYER:  And, yeah,
we -- and you |l et himspeak before | had a chance.
| was going to -- we were going to respond to the --
to the previous guest.

And so -- yeah, Shane, to answer the --
address your comments on -- on sound, it would be a
couple of things. First, our sound study is
actually part of our application, and so it's
publicly avail able for review.

And -- and just to reiterate, as | had
said at the outset, you know, the -- the repower
proj ect has been sinulated and, as alluded to, wll
conformto the PUC requirenments to -- you know, but
t he project has been designed, sinmulated to conform

to the PUC st andards.

Sol -- 1 would advise that nore
information -- I'mnot the guy who created the
study, | can't quote the nunbers, you know, right
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here, but | -- but what | would -- what | would
advise is to take a |l ook at the application and take
a look at the sound analysis in that.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Any ot her fol ks who woul d
li ke to speak? And if you don't -- if you're not a
public speaker, that's fine. Again, you do have
until August 20th to submt any witten comments
that you have. And if you -- another thing. [If --
wth witten comments, if you wanted to, you know,
provi de a map, or sonething, to show where your
house is and if there's a specific issue, that sort
of thing can be hel pful.

Any ot her speakers? |If -- if not, that's
just fine. W can wap up the neeting here. But
just want to give folks a chance if you do want to
speak.

"1l put it up one nore tine.

All right. |'mnot seeing anyone.

So, yeah, just a rem nder that you can
submt the witten cormments in the notice. And in
the presentation on the table there, grab one of
t hose on your way out if you'd like, and the
information is all in there.

| just want to thank you, once again, on

behal f of the Public Utilities Conmm ssion, for
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taking the tine to cone here. W know, again, this
is tinme out of your day.
And we've got a |lot of inportant comrents

that we had tonight, so we really appreciate hearing

from each one of you and what you -- what you had to
say. The conmm ssioners will review this, and that
w il be taken into consideration for this permt

appl i cation.

So thank you very nmuch. And if you want,
| think we'll probably stick around for a coupl e of
m nutes, if you have individual questions for us.

So thank you, everybody.

(Public coment concl uded.)
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