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ViA ELECTRONIC FILING

Mr. Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

Re: In the Matter of the Application of Elk Creek Solar, LLC for a Certificate of Need for
the up to 80 Megawatt Elk Creek Solar Project in Rock County, Minnesota
MPUC Docket No. IP-7009/CN-19-351

In the Matter of the Application of Elk Creek Solar, LLC for a Site Permit for the up to
80 Megawatt Elk Creek Solar Project in Rock County, Minnesota
MPUC Docket No. IP-7009/GS-19-495

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

I write on behalf of Elk Creek Solar, LLC (“Elk Creek”), a wholly owned subsidiary of National Grid
Renewables Development, LLC (“NG Renewables”) to update the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“Commission”) regarding the status of Elk Creek’s transmission interconnection
request with the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) and the power purchase
agreement (“PPA”)! between Elk Creek and Northern States Power Company (“Xcel Energy”) for
the 80-megawatt (“MW?”) Elk Creek solar project (“Project”). The Elk Creek PPA was intended to
serve a portion of Xcel Energy’s Renewable*Connect expansion program.

The Elk Creek Project was part of the April 2018 Definitive Planning Phase (“DPP”) study in
MISO’s generator interconnection queue. The MISO interconnection queue studies determine if
there is available transmission capacity to accommodate the interconnection of a new generation
facility. There have been significant delays and uncertainties for renewable energy projects due to
the MISO interconnection queue process. Elk Creek’s interconnection application to MISO is no
exception. When the DPP study began for Elk Creek’s application in 2018, the DPP 3 System
Impact Study (“SIS’) was scheduled to be completed in May 2020. The study cycle concluded in
December 2022; significantly behind schedule. Thus, Elk Creek was not able to meet its original
target commercial operation date of December 31, 2021 as required under the original Elk Creek
PPA.

! The PPA referred to herein is the Amended and Restated Solar Energy Purchase Agreement dated March 26, 2021
that superseded the Solar Energy Purchase Agreement dated June 27, 2019 (together the “Elk Creek PPA”). The
Commission approved the Elk Creek PPA via its November 24, 2020 ORDER APPROVING POWER PURCHASE
AGREEMENT WITH CONDITION in Docket No. E002/M-19-568. The Commission issued its Order approving
the Amended and Restated PPA on May 18, 2021.
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In the second quarter of 2021, MISO informed Elk Creek, pursuant to the MISO 2018 DPP
Southwest Power Pool (“SPP”) Affected System Study, that the Project would have zero power
injection rights into the MISO system. The continued processing of the Elk Creek interconnection
application in the SPP affected system studies were significantly delayed, due to a restudy obligation
imposed on SPP by Federal Energy Regulatory commission (“FERC”), related to SPP’s wrongful
removal of an unrelated solar project from a prior study. Elk Creek and Xcel Energy negotiated an
extension of the target commercial operation date under the Elk Creek PPA due to the MISO queue
delays.

Prior to completion of the DPP 3 SIS, Elk Creek and Xcel Energy realized that further delays in the
MISO DPP 3 SIS would not allow Elk Creek to achieve commercial operation by the amended target
commercial operation date required under the Elk Creek PPA. The further delay would also preclude
Xcel Energy from achieving its planned expansion of its Renewable*Connect expansion program in
a timely manner. In an effort to mitigate the impact of the MISO queue delays and the uncertainty as
to the timing of the release of the final study results, NG Renewables acquired two projects within
the MISO territory that possessed full interconnection rights to serve the supply obligations under the
Elk Creek PPA. Elk Creek and Xcel Energy agreed to substitute these two projects for the Elk Creek
Project. NG Renewables is committed to bringing the two projects online as soon as possible to meet
a portion of the load needs under the Renewable*Connect expansion program.

The completed SPP Affected System Study, which was released in December 2022, confirmed that
Elk Creek does, in fact, have power injection rights into the MISO system. However, because two
other projects were substituted for the Project under the Elk Creek PPA, Elk Creek does not currently
have a contract in place to sell power generated by the Project. Elk Creek continues to market the
Project for a new contract to sell the Project’s power and will update the Commission when a new
contract is secured.

A copy of this filing is also being served upon the persons on the Official Service List of record.
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this filing.

Sincerely,
/s/ Jeremy P. Duehr
Jeremy P. Duehr

Direct Dial: 612.492.7413
Email: jduehr@fredlaw.com
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In the Matter of the Application of Elk Creek
Solar, LLC for a Certificate of Need for the up
to 80 MW EIk Creek Solar Project in Rock
County, Minnesota

Docket No. IP-7009/CN-19-351

In the Matter of the Application of Elk Creek
Solar, LLC for a Site Permit for the up to 80
MW EIk Creek Solar Project in Rock County,
Minnesota

Docket No. IP-7009/GS-19-495

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Breann L. Jurek certifies that on the 15" day of February 2023, she e-filed on behalf of
Elk Creek Solar, LLC a true and correct copy of the following document:

1. Project Status Update Letter

to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, via edockets (www.edockets.state.mn.us). Said
document was also served on the Official Service Lists on file with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission and as attached hereto

Executed on: February 15, 2023

Signed: /s/ Breann L. Jurek

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
200 South Sixth Street
Suite 4000
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