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PUBLI C HEARI NG - 25-389
W NDOM - APRIL 7, 2026 - 6:00 P. M
BEFORE THE OFFI CE OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS5
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of Big Bend Wnd, LLC,
and G eat R ver Energy for a Route Permt for a 161-kV
Hi gh Vol tage Transm ssion Line and Associated Facilities
in Martin County, M nnesota

MPUC DOCKET NO | P-7013/ TL-25-389
CAH DOCKET NO 22-2500- 41594

W ndom Community Center
1750 Cottonwood Lake Drive
W ndom M nnesot a

April 7, 2026

BEFORE: Judge Chri sta Mbseng

STENOGRAPHI C COURT REPORTER:
Janet Shaddi x Elling, Appearing Renotely by Zoom
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APPEARANCES:
CHRI STI NA BRUSVEN and RYAN COX, Attorneys
at Law, Fredrikson & Byron, P. A,
cbrusven@redl aw. com and rcox@r edl aw. com appear ed
on behal f of the Applicants.
PUC STAFF:
Cezar Panait

R ch Davi s

VWHEREUPCON, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were

duly had and entered of record, to wt:
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JUDGE MOSENG. We are on the record In
the Matter of the Application of Big Bend Wnd, LLC
and Great River Energy for a Route Permt for a 161
Kilovolt Hi gh Voltage Transm ssi on Line and
Associ ated Facilities in Martin County.

This is PUC Docket Nunber
| P- 7013/ TL-25-389 and it's Court of Adm nistrative
Hear i ngs Docket 22-2500-41594.

Go to the next slide.

My name is Christa Mbseng, |'m an
adm ni strative | aw judge with the Court of
Adm ni strative Hearings, and I wll give just a
brief overview of what we'll be doi ng today.

Which will be, first, ny introduction.
Then we'll hear about the process fromthe Public
Uilities Comm ssion staff. And then a description

of the proposed project fromthe Applicants. And

then there wll be tinme for questions and comments,
and | will take back over to | ead that section.
CGCo ahead.

So, the Court of Adm nistrative Hearings
i's an i ndependent state agency within state
governnent. And the purpose of the Court of
Adm nistrative Hearings is to provide hearings |ike

this in a manner that's fair to everybody and
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i nmpartial .

So, the Public Wilities Conmm ssion
requested that an adm nistrative | aw judge preside
over the public hearings and prepare a summary of
public comrents for the Conm ssion to consider.

So, the purpose of this hearing is to
obtain public input for the Conm ssion's
consi deration regardi ng the proposed project. And
the hearing is being held under M nnesota Statute
Chapter 216l.

So the hearing has two objectives. To
| et people have the opportunity to be heard about
the proposed site permt and to ask questions and
obtain nore information fromthe conpany and ot hers
about the process of the site permt. So that the
folks that are here are here to answer questions.
| f you have any, feel free to ask them

And we'll now hear fromthe staff of the
Public Utilities Conm ssion.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: Thank you, Your Honor.
Good eveni ng, everybody.

My name is Cezar Panait, |'m an engi neer
wth the Mnnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion in
St. Paul, Mnnesota. And | amone of the two staff

assigned to work on the -- the public review of this
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route permt application.

| just want to nention briefly, before I
go into describing the slides that I have, we have a
nunmber of handouts, neeting naterials outside on the
table. W have a copy of tonight's public hearing
notice. W have copies of the PowerPoint. W have
copies of the draft route permt. The Comm ssion
issued recently a draft permt which gives nore
specifics about this project, and so that's out
there. And, also, there are copies of the
application and, also, which include the
envi ronnental assessnent and the testinony fromthe
Applicants, a few copies of those.

So, the review tineline for this route
permt application included a few najor ml estones.
" mnot going to read each one and every one of
these. But the application was filed on
Decenber 5th and then we have another -- a series of
two neetings, one in person and one virtual already
in this room

The Comm ssion recently decided on three
itens. One of themwas to issue the draft route
permt. Another one was they consider whether to
require an addendumto the environnental assessnent,

a suppl enent of the environnmental information that
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was provided as part of the application.

And, lastly, the Conm ssion chose the
revi ew process and requested the assistance of a
judge fromthe Court of Adm nistrative Hearings to
conme preside over this hearing and sunmari ze the
public conmments received.

So, we are here for the in-person
hearing. There is a virtual one tonorrow night,
6:00 p.m, via Wbex. W'I||l be covering exactly the
sane presentation, the sane topics. And then there
is the associ ated comment period for the hearing,
that closes on April 20th. And then the judge w Il
be submtting a report of the public coments
received. And then the Conm ssion wll neet one
nore time in an open agenda neeting that happens on
Thur sdays, this one is tentatively schedul ed for
May 21st to decide on the route permt requested by
t he Applicants.

Speaki ng about route permts. These are
just a few of the considerations, the route permt
consi derations that are covered in newy adopted
statute 2161. The requirenents thenselves are found
in the previous statute and adm ni strative rul es.

So, the Comm ssion, in deciding whether

to grant the route permt, these are sone of the
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factors that the Conm ssion is required to include
in their decision. So, there is a project going to
conserve resources and mnimze the inpact on

envi ronnent. Wether the project has any human
settl enent and ot her various topics and help

m nimze those conflicts. And the least is the big
pi cture of the state energy needs and whether this
project is neeting that objectives.

The comment period for this project is
April 20th. And there is three ways by which --
well, people in the nenber cities and then any | ocal
or state agencies is presented with an opportunity
to provide comments either online, there's our
website that |lets you place where you can submt
comments. And, also, you can email your witten
comrents to consuner.puc@tate. m.us. And, also,
the ol d-fashioned U S. mail service.

I n addressing your coments and witing
your comments, please focus your attention to these
two questions that were also part of the notice
tonight. And those are whether the Conm ssion
shoul d issue a route permt for the proposed 161 kV
transm ssion line. And, if granted, what
consi derations or requirenents or conditions should

be included in the route permt.
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Wth that, I"'mgoing to pass it over to
Rich to speak nore about the revi ew process.

MR RICHDAVIS:. Al right. Thanks,
Cezar.

I|'"'m Ri ch Davis, the environnental review
manager with the Public Uilities Conmm ssion.

Just a little bit of additional
information that you can find on the project, if
you'd like. The full record for the project is on
our systemthat's referred to as eDockets. As you
can see up on the screen, that's the eDockets
website. And if you go in there it's a pretty
sinple search process. And if you put in the docket
nunber, the 25-389, and search that, you will get
everything that's been filed in the record to date.

Additionally, if you would like to be
notified when information gets filed, you can
subscri be to the docket. That second web address up
there, if you click on -- or not click onit, but if
you go to that website and follow the pronpts on
there you will be able to sign up. You will get
nore e-mails, so make sure -- and | only nention
that just in case folks don't want a ton of emails
com ng in.

Alittle bit nore on the EA addendum and
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draft route permt process.

As Cezar stated, the Applicants actually
conpl eted the environnental assessnent for this as
part of their application when it cane in. And
recently, March 24th, the Conm ssi on deci ded that no
addendum was necessary for the EA that was submtted
by the Applicants, which that neans that no
addi tional analysis needs to be conpleted at this
tinme. And -- excuse ne, and no alternative routes
wll be carried forward for further anal ysis.

Wth that, the Conmm ssion also issued a
draft route permt, which, as Cezar stated, is out
on the table. And with that draft route permt they
issued, it had pretty nuch all of our standard
general conditions that cone with a route permt,
but it also had special permt conditions with tree
renmoval planning, a tree replacenent plan, and
cenetery screening as additional conditions froma
general route permt.

And, also, | think it's been stated a
couple tines, but with the Comm ssion's order on the
24t h of WMarch, they requested that an ALJ conduct
the hearing here and provide a sumary of public
comrent s.

This is our contact information, if you
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need to get ahold of Cezar or I. |If you have issues
w th eDockets or have questions on anythi ng on what
we do for the environnmental review side of things,

| " m happy to discuss things, or if you want to shoot
me an email. I'mgenerally pretty easy to get ahold
of and so is Cezar

And t hanks for com ng.

M5. BRI E ANDERSON: (Good evening. M
nane is Brie Anderson, |'m senior director of
project permtting. | amjust one -- | represent a
| arger project team worki ng on Bi g Bend.

Wth ne tonight is Jarrod Beckstrom who
is a director of project developnent. Christy
Brusven and Ryan Cox of Fredrikson & Byron, our
counsel. And Mark Strohfus with GRE, because this
is ajoint application with Big Bend Wnd and GRE

Big Bend is not a new project. |'ve been
working on this project for |I think six years now
and ot hers at our conpany nmuch |onger. In 2022, the
Conmmi ssion issued a site permt for a wwnd farm
That wind project is up in Cottonwood and WAt onwan
Counties. At the sane tine they issued a route
permt for 18 mles of 161 transm ssion. Since
2022, we've negoti ated and worked on a power

purchase agreenent with Great R ver Energy. And
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part of that agreenent was to change where we pl ug
in the power, where are we going to connect to the
exi sting transm ssion grid. That is different than
the permt that was issued in 2022 and so we are
here tonight for four and a half nore mles of
transm ssion to get to GRE' s Lakefield Generating
St ati on.

Next sli de.

| love maps. |'ma visual learner. So,
t he bl ack boundary here in the wind project in
Cot t onwood and Wat onwan County, the blue dots are
w nd turbines. The yellow line extending south is
the transm ssion line that has al ready been approved
by the Comm ssion. And then that circled area, the
red area in the south, that's the four and a half
mles we're here to discuss tonight and for which
we're in this route permt process for.

So, a route permt is primarily along
roads, 40th Avenue and 220th Street. |It's in the
red box on the slide here. |In the southwest corner
is a substation devel opnent where Big Bend Wnd wi ||
have a substation on the sane pad as Great River
Energy, just a fence between us.

Next sli de.

And this is just a nuch nore detail ed
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map, it's actually the sane map that's on the poster
over there that shows a little bit nore of the
infrastructure in this area. There's several

exi sting transm ssion lines and wi nd turbines to be
routed to our transm ssion line to mnimze and work
wWth the existing infrastructure in this area.

R ch nentioned the cenetery as a speci al
condition in our draft route permt. W have, as of
toni ght, executed a screening agreenent with the
Cedar Lutheran Cenetery to help mtigate the visual
i npacts of going around that parcel and so that we
are happy to report on that.

Next sli de.

The infrastructure associated with our
transm ssion line. Again, it's about four and a
half mles. W have wood or steel nobnopole
structures of single poles that are 70 to 120 feet
tall. Inportantly, we have 100 percent voluntary
agreenents with | andowners along the route that you
see on the map that was on the screen. Not only do
we work with | andowners to sign agreenents for
infrastructure, but we also work really closely with
themto figure out where on their parcel to put it.
And in this case, we routed the transm ssion |ine

where the | andowners wanted it on their property,
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and that happens to by along the roads versus al ong
maybe the back side of their parcels. There are no
residences in the route. W tal ked about the
cenetery. And then at the end of the route is a
subst ati on devel opnent ar ea.

Next sli de.

Chapter 5 of our route permt application
is the environnental assessnent we heard from Ri ch,
a scoping neeting that we were here in January for,
and that addendumto this environnental assessnent
t he Conmmi ssion deci ded was not necessary and so the
information in Chapter 5 discusses inpacts or
existing conditions with the human environnent,
resi dences, visual inpacts, noise, the natura
envi ronnent, soils, geology, |and use, things like
that. That is all in Chapter 5 of our route permt
appl i cati on.

Next sli de.

Just an overall project schedul e that
i ncludes this process, but overall project process,
we're here for the route permt in the second
quarter of this year, hoping to get through it in
t he next couple nonths. W are aimng to start
construction later this year, this fall, to get both

the wind project and the transmssion line in

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Big Bend Wind and GRE Route Permit - 25-389 - Windom - 4-7-27 14

service in 2028.

Wth that, we're happy to answer any
questions. |'d be happy to answer any questions
after the judge gives sone additional instruction.

JUDGE MOSENG Al right. Thanks,
ever ybody.

So just a fewinstructions. |If you are
going to provide coments, | amgoing to ask that
fol ks say and spell your nanme if you decide to offer
a comment. And then we have a court reporter. The
court reporter is not present physically here, but
iIs watching online and is reporting everything and
so if there are technical terns or things, names
that need to be spelled, just make sure to spel
t hose t hings out.

D d we have anybody sign up indicating
they wanted to speak? No.

We do have nenbers of the public here, so

| guess I'll ask, is anybody interested in providing
a comment today? GCkay. |'m seeing shaking heads
no.

So, | think that we may be reaching the

end of the presentation because the nenbers of the
public here don't have any comments to provide. And

nornmally I wait and | et people think about it and
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decide, but | don't think I even need to do that.
So, under the circunmstances, |'IlIl just
say thank you, everybody, for comng. It's

i mportant to the Comm ssion that folks get this
information, even if you don't ask questions or have
comments. And | will be providing ny summary of
public comments for today and tonorrow s hearing to
t he Conm ssi on.

So, thank you very nuch. Have a good
read of your night, and we're adjourned.

(Proceedi ng concluded at 6:20 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA)
) SS.
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N)

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, Janet Shaddi x Elling, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing transcript,

consisting of the preceding 15 pages is a

correct transcript of ny stenographic notes, and is

a full, true and conplete transcript of the
proceedings to the best of ny ability.
Dated April 13, 2026.

/ s/ Janet Shaddi x El i ng
JANET SHADDI X ELLI NG

Regi stered Professional Reporter
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