SOUTHERN MINNESOTA
MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY

Bringing power to your life.

June 30, 2014

Dr. Burl Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7% Place, East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

RE:  In the Matter of a Commission Investigation into a Multi-State Tracking and
Trading System for Renewable Energy Credits Docket Number £999/CI-04-1616

Dear Dr. Haar,

In response to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission Notice issued May 28, 2014 in the
above referenced dockets, Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency hereby submits its
comments.

This filing has been served on all persons on the attached service lists by electronic service or by
first class mail.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on RES eligibility of imported Michigan RECs.
Should you have any questions, please contact me at 507.292.6440 or lw.johnston@smmpa.org.

Regards,
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Larry Johfiston

Director of Corporate Development, Agency Relations. and
Officer of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Beverly Jones Heydinger Chair

David C. Boyd Commissioner

Nancy Lange Commissioner

Betsy Wergin Commissioner

Dan Lipschultz Commissioner
In the Matter of a Commission Investigation into SOUTHERN MINNESOTA
A Multi-State Tracking and Trading System MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY
for Renewable Energy Credits COMMENTS

Docket No. E999/C1-04-1616

Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA) is filing these Comments in response
to the Commission’s May 28, 2014 Notice of Comment Period on REC Eligibility in the above
referenced matter. The Commission is seeking comment on:

1. M-RETS’ decision to allow the importing of Michigan RECs.

2. Whether the Commission should determine that wind and solar RECs imported from the
Michigan tracking system are eligible for Minnesota RES Compliance if 1 MWh equals
one Renewable Energy Certificate.

3. Whether the Commission should state that other types of RECs from the Michigan
Tracking system, such as hydroelectric and biomass RECs, would need specific approval
from the Commission prior to a Minnesota utility retiring them for Minnesota RES
compliance.

The Minnesota Commission supported the development of M-RETS, a multi-state tracking and
trading system because it recognized the need to develop a robust tracking system that would: 1)
ensure vigorous tracking to prevent the potential for double counting, 2) encourage the
development of renewable resources — by encouraging a system of RECs which could be utilized
throughout the country, 3) provide utilities with portfolio flexibility to assist in cost-effective
compliance, and 4) create this robust system in a least-cost manner by developing the system on
a multi-state footprint.

M-RETS has accomplished the goals listed above. Commission staff has played an important
role in helping guide the development of the Operating Procedures which have produced this
robust system. SMMPA supports M-RETS decision to allow the importing of Michigan RECs,
and the rigorous procedures developed for implementing those imports.

That rigorous implementation procedure ensures that RECs imported from the Michigan tracking
system reflect the fact that 1 REC represents 1 MWh of renewable generation. SMMPA believes
that wind and solar RECs imported from the Michigan system should be eligible for Minnesota
RES compliance.



The M-RETS system is designed to reduce administrative burdens associated with state
implementation/compliance by requiring that imported technology RECs be flagged as eligible
or ineligible for respective state compliance. SMMPA believes that other types of Michigan
RECs, which meet the Minnesota statutory definitions of “eligible energy technology” as
outlined in 216B.1691 subd. (1) (a), should be flagged as eligible for Minnesota RES compliance
and no further investigation or approval should be needed or required.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on Minnesota’s investigation of importation
of Michigan RECs. Should you have any questions regarding our comments, please contact me.

Respectfully,

SOUTHERN MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY

P

) ()(V\\\L A /{{ R
Larry W. Johnston
Director of Corporate Development, Agency Relations, and
Officer of Legislative & Regulatory Affairs
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
500 1% Ave. SW
Rochester, MN 55902-3303
507.292.6440
lw.johnston@smmpa.org



STATE OF MINNESOTA
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Beverly Jones Heydinger Chair

David C. Boyd Commissioner
Nancy Lange Commissioner
Betsy Wergin Commissioner
Dan Lipschultz Commissioner

In the Matter of a Commission Investigation into
A Multi-State Tracking and Trading System

for Renewable Energy Credits Docket No. E999/CI-04-1616
AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA)
) SS.
COUNTY OF OLMSTED )

I, Larry W. Johnston, being first duly sworn, depose and state that on the 30" day of June, 2014,
I filed comments, for the Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, regarding the above
referenced docket by electronic filing with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7%
Place East, Suite 350, Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147, and served the attached service list with this
attached notice of the filing by United States first class mail at the City of Rochester, MN.

O W )C,L/)A\\\ ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Larry W ) Johnston

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
30" day of June, 2014
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Naomi A. Goll
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: /-3/ 20/7



Sharon Ferguson TS
Department of Commerce

85 7th Place E Ste 500

Saint Paul MN 55101-2198

Julia Anderson TS
Office of the Attorney General-DOC
1800 BRM Tower

445 Minnesota St

St. Paul MN 55101-2134

Christopher Anderson
Minnesota Power

30 W Superior St
Duluth MN 55802-2191

Jon Brekke

Great River Energy

12300 EIm Creek Boulevard
Maple Grove MN 55369-4718

Tammie Carino

Great River Energy

12300 Elm Creek Blvd,

Maple Grove MN 55369-4718

George Crocker

North American Water Office
PO Box 174

Lake Elmo MN 55042

Mike Eggl

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
1717 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck ND 58503

Gary Garbe

Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
220 South Sixth Street

Suite 1300

Minneapolis MN 55402

Elizabeth Goodpaster

MN Center for Environmental Advocacy
Suite 206

26 East Exchange Street

St. Pau! MN 55101-1667

Tony Hainault

Hennepin County DES

701 4th Ave S Ste 700
Minneapolis MN 55415-1842

Stacy Miller

Department of Commerce
State Energy Office

85 7th Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul MN 55101

lan Dobson

Office of the Attorney General-RUD
Antitrust and Utilities Division

445 Minnesota Street, 1400 BRM Tower
St. Paul MN 55101

William A. Blazar

Minnesota Chamber Of Commerce
Suite 1500

400 Robert Street North

St. Paul MN 55101

Mark B. Bring

Otter Tail Power Company
215 South Cascade Street

PO Box 496

Fergus Falls MN 56538-0496

Douglas M. Carnival

McGrann Shea Anderson Carnival
Straugn & Lamb

800 Nicollet Mall, Suite 2600
Minneapolis MN 55402-7035

Mark F. Dahlberg

Northwestern Wisconsin Electric Compan:

P.O. Box 9
104 South Pine Street
Grantsburg Wi 54840-0009

Kristen Eide Tollefson
R-CURE

P O Box 129
Frontenac MN 55026

Edward Garvey
Residence

32 Lawton St

Saint Paul MN 55102

Bryan Gower

APX, Inc.

224 Airport Parkway
Suite 600

San Jose CA 95110

Bill Heaney

IBEW Minnesota State Council
940 44th Ave NE Unite 21067
Columbia Hts MN 55421-3099

Burl W. Haar TS
Public Utilities Commission

Suite 350

121 7th Place East

St. Paul MN 55101-2147

David Thornton

MN Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul MN 55101

Michael Bradley

Moss & Barnett

Suite 4800

90 S 7th St

Minneapolis MN 55402-4129

Christina Brusven

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

200 § 6th St Ste 4000
Minneapolis MN 55402-1425

Kenneth A. Colburn
Symbiotic Strategies, LLC
26 Winton Road
Meredith NH 32535413

Curt Dieren

L&O Power Cooperative
1302 South Union Street
PO Box 511

Rock Rapids IA 51246

Pam Fergen

Henepin County Government Center CAC
A2000

300 S. Sixth Street

Minneapolis MN 55487

Darrell Gerber

Clean Water Action Alliance of Minnesota
308 Hennepin Ave. E.

Minneapolis MN 55414

Pete Grills

Citizen User

5414 Ashurst Street
Indianapolis IN 46220

John Helmers

Olmsted County Waste to Energy
2122 Campus Drive SE
Rochester MN 55904-4744



Annete Henkel

Minnesota Utility Investors
413 Wacouta Street

#230

St.Paul MN 55101

Lori Hoyum

Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street
Duluth MN 55802

Paula Johnson

Alliant Energy-Interstate Power and Light

P.O. Box 351
200 First Street, SE
Cedar Rapids |A 52406-0351

Julie Ketchum

Waste Management
20520 Keokuk Ave
Lakeville MN 55044

Deborah Fohr Levchak

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
1717 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck ND 58503-0564

Harvey McMahon

Otter Tail Power Company
215 South Cascade Street
Fergus Falls MN 56537

Valerie Means

Moss & Barnett

Suite 4800

90 South Seventh Street
Minneapolis MN 55402

David W. Niles

Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
Suite 300

200 South Sixth Street
Minneapolis MN 55402

Gerad Paul

Minnkota Power Cooperative
1822 Mill Road

Grand Forks ND 58208-3200

Julie Pierce

Minnesota Power

30 W Superior St

Duluth MN 55802-2093

Jessy Hennesy

Avant Energy

220 S. Sixth St. Ste 1300
Minneapolis Minnesota 55402

Casey Jacobson

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
1717 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck ND 58501

Larry lohnston

SMMPA

500 1st Ave SW

Rochester MN 55902-3303

John Knofczynski

Heartland Consumers Power District
PO Box 248

203 W. Center Street

Madison SD 57042-0248

John Lindell TS
Office of the Attorney General-RUD
1400 BRM Tower

445 Minnesota St

St. Paul MN 55101-2130

Dave McNary

Hennepin County DES

701 Fourth Avenue South
suite 700

Minneapolis MN 55415-1842

David Moeller
Minnesota Power

30 W Superior St

Duluth MN 55802-2093

Russell Olson

Heartland Consumers Power District
PO Box 248

Madison SD 57042-0248

Mary Beth Peranteau

Wheeler Van Sickle & Anderson SC
Suite 801

25 West Main Street

Madison Wi 53703-3398

John C. Reinhardt

Laura A. Reinhardt

3552 26Th Avenue South
Minneapolis MN 55406

Ashley Houston
120 Fairway Rd
Chestnut Hill MA 24671850

Eric Jensen

Izaak Walton League of America
Suite 202

1619 Dayton Avenue

St. Paul MN 55104

Nate Jones

Heartland Consumers Power
PO Box 248

Madison SD 57042

Heidi Konynenbelt

Otter Tail Power Company

215 S. Cascade Street, PO Box 496
Fergus Falls MN 56538-0496

Mark Lindquist

The Minnesota Project
57107 422nd St

New Ulm MN 56073-4321

John McWilliams

Dairyland Power Cooperative
3200 East Ave SPO Box 817
La Crosse Wi 54601-7227

Andrew Moratzka
Stoel Rives LLP

33 South Sixth Street
Suite 4200
Minneapolis MN 55402

Thomas L. Osteraas

Excelsior Energy

150 South 5th Street Suite 2300
Minneapotis MN 55402

William Pickrell

North American Hydro
PO Box 167

116 State Street
Neshkoro Wi 54941

Kevin Reuther

MN Center for Environmental Advocacy
26 E Exchange St, Ste 206

St. Paul MN 55101-1667



Craig Rustad

Minnkota Power

1822 Mill Road

PO Box 13200

Grand Forks ND 58208-3200

Richard Savelkoul

Martin & Squires, P.A.

332 Minnesota Street Ste W2750
St. Paul MN 55101

Mrg Simon

Missouri River Energy Services
3724 W. Avera Drive

P.O. Box 88920

Sioux Falls SD 57109-8920

SaGonna Thompson

Xcel Energy

414 Nicollet Mall FL 7
Minneapolis MN 55401-1993

Darryl Tveitbakk

Northern Municipal Power Agency
123 Second Street West

Thief River Falls MN 56701

Paul White

Project Resources Corp./Tamarac Line LLt
618 2nd Ave SE

Minneapolis MN 55414

Robert K. Sahr

East River Electric Power Cooperative
P.O. Box 227

Madison SD 57042

Matthew J. Schuerger P.E.

Energy Systems Consulting Services, LLC
PO Box 16129

St. Paul MN 55116

Beth H. Soholt

Wind on the Wires

570 Asbury Street Suite 201
St. Paul MN 55104

Steve Thompson

Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agenc
459 S Grove St

Blue Earth MN 56013-2629

Roger Warehime

Owatonna Public Utilities
208 South WalnutPO Box 800
Owatonna MN 55060

Robyn Woeste

Interstate Power and Light Company
200 First St SE

Cedar Rapids 1A 52401

Raymond Sand

Dairyland Power Cooperative

P.O. Box 8173200 East Avenue South
LaCrosse Wl 54602-0817

Dean Sedgwick

ltasca Power Company
PO Box 457

Bigfork MN 56628-0457

Randy Synstelien

Otter Tail Power Company
215 S Cascade St

Fergus Falls MN 56537

Pat Treseler

Paulson Law Office LTD
Suite 325

7301 Ohms Lane
Edina MN 55439

Carol Westergard

Otter Tail Power Company
215 S Cascade St

Fergus Falls MN 56537

Thomas J. Zaremba

WHEELER, VAN SICKLE & ANDERSON
Suite 801

25 West Main Street

Madison Wi 53703-3398



