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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD
Issued: July 18, 2024

In the Matter of the Large Wind Energy Conversion System Site Permit for the 98.9 MW Mower
County Wind Facility Regarding a Complaint

PUC Docket Number(s): IP-6557/WS-06-91

Comment Period: Initial comment period closes July 29, 2024 at 4:30pm
Reply comment period closes August 5, 2024 at 4:30pm

Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not
be considered by the Commission.

Topic(s) Open for Comment:

e What, if any, action should the Commission take regarding the complaint from the City of
Grand Meadow reported in Xcel Energy's Consolidated Monthly Complaint Report filed
June 14, 2024?

e What authority does the Commission have to order removal of the wind turbine blades
from the city industrial park?

e What contractual remedies does Xcel Energy have with NextEra Energy Resources or
others regarding proper disposal and recycling of the turbine blades?

Background:

Northern States Power Co. d/b/a Xcel Energy filed a complaint report on June 14, 2024. In that
report, Xcel Energy included a complaint from the City of Grand Meadow regarding the storage of
decommissioned windmill blades (blades) from a 2020 repowering project (Mower County Wind
Farm).

In its response Xcel indicated that NextEra Energy Resources (NextEra), the previous owner of
Mower County Wind Farm, had contracted with Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy (SGRE) to
repower the facility and remove the used blades. SGRE took title to the blades and contracted
with RiverCap, LLC (RiverCap), for recycling. The City Administrator for Grand Meadow reports
that since removal in 2020-21 the blades have been stored at the city industrial park subject to a
property lease between RiverCap and a private third party.
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PUC Docket Number IP-6557/WS-06-91

Filing Requirements: Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are
required to efile documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties,
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling

Submit Public Comments:

Online: https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/, and follow the instructions.
Email: consumer.puc@state.mn.us
U.S. Mail: Consumer Affairs Office

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul MN 55101

Full Case Record: See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at:
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets Project Database, enter the year (06) and the docket
number (91), and select Search.

Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets.

Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission staff,
Bret Eknes, at bret.eknes@state.mn.us or 651-201-2236.

Change your mailing preferences: Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246.

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications
Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Robin Benson, hereby certify that | have this day, served a true and correct copy of the
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the
same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD

Docket Number: IP-6557/WS-06-91

Dated this 18th day of July, 2024

/s/ Robin Benson
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