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December 5, 2014
—Via Electronic Filing—
Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: LAUNCH ANNOUNCEMENT FOR SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY
DockET NO. E002/M-13-867

Dear Dr. Haar:

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission this implementation update on the launch
of Solar*Rewards Community (S¥RC). The Company is pleased to announce the
launch date for the S¥RC online application system. We will begin accepting
applications at 9:00 a.m. Central Standard Time on December 12, 2014. Parties
interested in applying to the program, can visit www.xcelenergy.com to apply.

In anticipation of launch, the Company offers further information regarding the
process and timing of S*RC applications and additional information regarding the
interconnection process.

Please contact Jessica Peterson at jessica.k.peterson@xcelenergy.com or
(612) 330-6850 if you have any questions regarding this filing.

Sincerely,

/s/

SHAWN WHITE
MANAGER, DSM & RENEWABLE REGULATORY STRATEGY & PLANNING

Enclosure
c: Service List
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COMMUNITY SOLLAR GARDENS PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the
attached implementation update regarding the Solar*Rewards Community (S¥*RC)
program. The Company is pleased to announce the launch date for the S*RC online
application system. We will begin accepting applications at 9:00 a.m. Central Standard
Time on December 12, 2014. Additionally, we offer further information regarding
the process and timing of S*RC applciations and information regarding the
interconnection process.

IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE
A.  Application Process and Contact Information

The Company offers Attachment A as further information regarding our application
process. While this information was provided to the Solar Implementation
Workgroup (S¥RC Workgroup) on December 3, 2014, we recommend parties
tamiliarize themselves with this process in anticipation of program launch. Further
refinements to the process, if any, will be available at www.xcelenergy.com and
questions may be directed to program staff at srcmn(@xcelenergy.com.

B. Engineering Review

Our October 7, 2014 Compliance filing noted continued engagement regarding
engineering review and the “first-ready, first-served” process. The S*RC Workgroup
has continued to discuss the details of this process. The Company offers the



tollowing illustration of how applications will sequentially flow through engineering
review.

Figure 1: S¥RC Engineering Review
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In the above example, applications are sent to engineering based on submittal of the
initial documentation, appropriate fees, and drawings. S*RC program management
sends applications to engineering based on when fees are received.

Applications sent to engineering then migrate to specific area engineers for review
based on distinct geographic distribution area. Within each distribution area, a queue
for the basis of establishing a claim to the capacity available on that part of the
distribution system is established. From a system-wide standpoint, some applications
will move through the process faster than others based on the geographic distribution
in which the solar garden resides. Additionally, the queue order for projects by area
will directly impact eachother (i.e. on the same feeder or substation) and will be taken
into account when performing studies and associated costs. The example provided
shows that the second application received in the “first-ready, first-served” process is
actually the first application approved. This could have occurred for various reasons
including when the engineer received it, the completeness of the application and,
more importantly, where the garden was located.



Garden operators can view a time stamp marking when the application is sent to
engineering,' and is used to mark the start of the 30 day requirement for the Company
to determine application completeness.

C. Interconnection Approval

Developers regularly submit Interconnection Applications under Section 10 of the
Company’s Electric Rate Book. If developers wish to later associate their Section 10
Interconnection Application with a community solar garden application, they may do
so.

If we have received a solar garden through a Section 10 interconnection application
we will treat them accordingly depending on whether or not they conform to S¥RC
program requirements.

e Interconnection applications that are currently in the engineering queue
conforming to S*RC program requirements will retain their position within the
interconnection queue. Therefore, a Section 10 interconnection project that is
300 kW and follows all other requirements for S¥RC can retain its position in
the queue.

e Projects that do not comply with S¥RC requirements are not eligible to become
community solar gardens. For example, a Section 10 interconnection
application for a 10 MW system cannot be modified into 10 separate 1 MW
interconnections without submitting 10 new interconnection applications and
paying the new interconnection fee? in addition to fees already paid.

As noted in our Compliance filing, an S¥RC program application must be completed
tor the program and all application fees must be paid.

If an Interconnection Application submitted under Section 10 is later associated with
an S*RC application and it meets all program S*RC requirements, it will retain its
position in the interconnection queue.

To further communicate how a queue will be managed, we offer business rules
applicable to interconnection applications in Attatchment B. These business rules are
shown in gray. These were discussed at the workgroup meeting on October 29, 2014,
and pertain to the flow chart found in our Section 10 tariff, Sheet 101.

T Garden Operators can view their process step dates in the SYRC Application System under “Application
Step Detail” on the solar garden page of the system.

2 New S*RC applications will require an interconnection fee as described in the Solar*Rewards Community
Tariff, Section 9, Sheet 77.
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CONCLUSION

We look forward to the launch of the S*RC program. We thank the Commission, the
Department, stakeholders, and the S¥RC Workgroup for the time spent helping assure
a successful program launch. The Company is pleased to provide our customers
another new solar choice in Minnesota.

Dated: December 5, 2014

Northern States Power Company
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Solar*Rewards Community (S*RC) — Online Application Process

Updated 12/4/14

Item

. Complete Step 1 in S*RC
Application System —
Submit Application fee
and Deposit

. Complete Step 2 in S*RC
Application System —
Subscriber Validation and
State Certificate

3a. Complete Step 3 in S¥RC
Application System —
Engineering Review

Completed By

Required Action

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
Launch Announcement for S¥*RC
Attachment A -1 of 2

Xcel Energy Response Time

Solar Garden
Operator

Solar Garden
Operator

Solar Garden
Operator

Solar Garden
Operator

Complete web form and Project info to gain access to S¥RC
Application System.

Application and deposit forms can be downloaded from the S¥*RC
Application System. Once they are signed, they can be uploaded
back into the system. Application fees and deposits are wired or
mailed.

Reservation letter can be downloaded for the site location noted at
this time.

Step 2 requires the Solar Garden Operator to upload a State
Certificate of Good Standing before moving on to Step 3.

This step also allows the Solar Garden Operator to begin adding
subscribers to the garden. Data privacy forms must be processed
before adding subsctibers. Subscriber Agency Agreements can be
downloaded, signed and uploaded at this time.

Subscribers do not need to be entered to move to step 3. A
minimum of five subscribers will be required prior to Application
Step 5.
1. Upload required engineering documents to S¥RC Application
System, documents include:
e line diagram
e site plan
e interconnection application to S¥RC Application System

2. Submit Engineering Study Fee. Once application and
engineering documents are uploaded and fees received,
documents will be sent to the engineering team for review of
“application completeness.”

3. Solar Garden Operator must request Account/Premise
numbers and electric service from Builders Call Line.

Login and credentials are emailed to
Garden Operator within 3 business days
of submission.

Can be done at the installer’s preferred
pace.

Applications are moved to step 2 within
3 business days from payments and
documents being received. Fees and
deposit dates ate recorded within the
S*RC application system.

Application is moved to step 3
automatically upon uploading the
Certificate of Good Standing and
pressing “Submit Subscribers” button in
S*RC Application System.

Data Privacy forms are processed within
5 business days of submission once
entered.

Program staff will send applications to
Engineering within 3 business days of
receiving documents and payment.

Xcel Energy will provide approval for
application completeness or comments
for correction within 30 calendar days
of receiving documents and payment of
Engineering Study Fee. Garden
Operator is notified by email and this
date is noted within the S¥RC
application system.
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3b. Interconnection Approval NN S yY

4. Complete Step 4 in S¥RC  IRIJHACLIGISH
Application System — Operator
Executed Documents

5. Application Complete Xcel Energy

6. Bill Credits and Incentive [DENiSioyy
Payments

Xcel Energy Area Engineering, Meter Engineering, and
Interconnection Design will approve or comment on system design
and interconnection. The interconnection cost estimate and
Interconnection Agreement will be sent to garden operator. The

account and premise numbers will also be sent to Garden Operator.

The following must be uploaded into the S¥RC Application System:

e Signed Reservation Letter

e Signed Interconnection Agreement
e Signed Standard Contract for S¥RC
e Total Project Cost Invoice

e Proof of insurance

e Electrical inspection report

At this point garden must have a minimum of 5 valid subscribers in
the S*RC Application System. Nothing further is required in the
S*RC Application system by the Garden Operator other than
subscriber management/maintenance.

Countersign and upload Interconnection Agreement and Standard
Contract for S¥RC.

Bill Credits and Incentive Payments are calculated for subscribed
energy production. Energy produced during the first (partial)
month is classified as unsubscribed energy.

We will provide engineering approval or
comment for correction within 60

calendar days of determining
completeness. Garden Operatot is

notified by email and approval is noted
in the S*¥RC System. Application is
moved to Step 4 within 3 business days of
receiving Engineering Approval.

Can be done at the installer’s preferred
pace.

Application is moved to Step 5
(Application Complete) within 3 business
days of receipt of all step 4 requirements.

Bill credits are applied to accounts on the
10th day of the month following
production. Depending on the subscribet’s
bill cycle, bill credits can have a lag time of
one month from the solar production
meter read date.

e Garden Operators can view their process step dates in the S¥*RC Application System under “Application Step Detail” on the solar garden page of the

system.

e Community Solar Garden must be producing energy within two years from the date Xcel Energy found the application complete. This is a tariff

requirement.
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STEP 1

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
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Section 10 Distributed Generation Interconnection Process
Business Rules for projects over 250 kW

STEP 2 T

15 DAYS

i

STEP 3

Exit &
re-apply
if later
determines

Exit &
re-apply

if later
determines
to proceed

STEP 4 &5

Request for
Additional <

Information

.

Application & $$

Application
information

Y

Filed with

Area EPS Operator

Written response by
Area EPS

- Cost of Engineering

Studies

Yes

Applicant decision
to proceed and pay
for scope studies within
30 days of
written estimate of
study.

— Yes

Applicant decision
to proceed and pay for

Are
Specialized
Engineering Studies
required?

complete?

Area EPS preliminary review of
Generation System Design

Scope studies performed.
Area EPS provides results of
scope studies. This is followed by

written estimate by Area EPS
to perform Engineering
Cost Study based on
results of scope studies.

.

Engineering Cost Study within
30 days

of written estimate of

Study.

|

A

No

v

Area EPS —
Specialized Engineering Cost Studies

Area EPS provides:

*Results of Engineering Studies (if required)
*Estimated Interconnection Costs
*Monitoring and Control Requirements
Interconnection Agreement (if applicable)
*Special Protection Requirements
*Dedicated Facilities (if required)

*Etc.

Cont. on next page
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STEP6 The following FINAL Design is provided

by the Applicant if they decide to proceed.
-App!lcabl_e up-front payment Applicant decision
*Engineering Data Submittal

. ) to proceed or not,
*Detailed Drawings and Plans Y

) . ) es but to proceed must take the
(one-lines, site plan, protection system Rl ; : .

. . Yes” path (including making the
*Signed Interconnection Agreement — g
. applicable up-front payment and
*Relay Settings L .
Signing the Interconnection
*Proposed Schedule Agreement within 30 days.)
*Testing Plan g ys.
*Etc.
STEP 7
Exit &
Area EPS reviews the FINAL plans, and provides final design approval. rg-apply
15 — 30 DAYS Some issues at this step may need to be worked out interactively. if later
determines
l v to proceed

STEP 8
Parties Order Equipment

c . Testing
onstruction STEP 9

A 4

Area EPS approval
for operation.
STEP 10

A 4

Notes specific to Solar*Rewards Community program:

1. Engineering will determine completeness within thirty days of submittal of line diagram, site plan, and interconnection

application to S*RC Application System.

2. This is the starting point for when the twenty-four month completion metric and sixty-day Engineering
approval/rejection metric begins. If rejected, the application can be corrected and resubmitted and the sixty-day
metric begins anew. The twenty-four month completion metric does not begin anew.

20f2



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Tiffany Hughes, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing
document on the attached list of persons.

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota

xx electronic filing

Docket No. E002/M-13-867

Dated this 5th day of December 2014

/s/

Tiftany Hughes
Records Analyst



First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Ross Abbey abbey@fresh-energy.org Fresh Energy 408 Saint Peter St Ste 220 [Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
St. Paul, Garden - Xcel
MN
55102-1125
Michael Allen michael.allen@allenergysol | All Energy Solar 721 W 26th st Suite 211 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
ar.com 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
Minnesota
55405
Julia Anderson Julia.Anderson@ag.state.m | Office of the Attorney 1800 BRM Tower Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
n.us General-DOC 445 Minnesota St 867_Community Solar
St. Paul, Garden - Xcel
MN
551012134
Kenneth Bradley kbradley1965@gmail.com 2837 Emerson Ave S Apt | Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
Cwi112 867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
Minneapolis,
MN
55408
Michael J. Bull mbull@mncee.org Center for Energy and 212 Third Ave N Ste 560 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
Environment 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55401
Jessica Burdette jessica.burdette@state.mn. | Department of Commerce |85 7th Place East Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
us Suite 500 867_Community Solar
St. Paul, Garden - Xcel
MN
55101
Joel Cannon jcannon@tenksolar.com Tenk Solar, Inc. 9549 Penn Avenue S Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Bloomington, Garden - Xcel
MN
55431
John J. Carroll jcarroll@newportpartners.c |Newport Partners, LLC 9 Cushing, Suite 200 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
om 867_Community Solar
Irvine, Garden - Xcel
California
92618
Arthur Crowell Crowell.arthur@yahoo.com | A Work of Art Landscapes |234 Jackson Ave N Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Hopkins, Garden - Xcel
MN
55343
Dustin Denison dustin@appliedenergyinno |Applied Energy Innovations |4000 Minnehaha Ave S Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-

vations.org

Minneapolis,
MN
55406

867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
James Denniston james.r.denniston@xcelen |Xcel Energy Services, Inc. |414 Nicollet Mall, Fifth Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
ergy.com Floor 867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
Minneapolis,
MN
55401
lan Dobson ian.dobson@ag.state.mn.u | Office of the Attorney Antitrust and Utilities Electronic Service Yes SPL_SL_13-
s General-RUD Division 867_Community Solar
445 Minnesota Street, [1400 Garden - Xcel
BRM Tower
St. Paul,
MN
55101
Bill Droessler N/A Izaak Walton League of 1619 Dayton Ave Ste 202 |Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
America-MWO 867_Community Solar
Saint Paul, Garden - Xcel
MN
55104
John Farrell jfarrell@ilsr.org Institute for Local Self- 1313 5th St SE #303 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
Reliance 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55414
Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn | Department of Commerce |85 7th Place E Ste 500 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
.us 867_Community Solar
Saint Paul, Garden - Xcel
MN
551012198
Nathan Franzen nathan@geronimoenergy.c |Geronimo Energy 7650 Edinborough Way Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
om Suite 725 867_Community Solar
Edina, Garden - Xcel
MN
55435
Hal Galvin halgalvin@comcast.net Provectus Energy 1936 Kenwood Parkway Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
Development lic 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55405
Timothy Gulden info@winonarenewableene |Winona Renewable 1449 Ridgewood Dr Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
rgy.com Energy, LLC 867_Community Solar
Winona, Garden - Xcel
MN
55987
Lynn Hinkle lhinkle@mnseia.org Minnesota Solar Energy 2512 33rd Ave South #2 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-

Industries Association

Minneapolis,
MN
55406

867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Jan Hubbard jan.hubbard@comcast.net 7730 Mississippi Lane Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Brooklyn Park, Garden - Xcel
MN
55444
Tiffany Hughes Regulatory.Records@xcele | Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
nergy.com 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
554011993
John S. Jaffray jjaffray @jjrpower.com JJIR Power 350 Highway 7 Suite 236 | Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Excelsior, Garden - Xcel
MN
55331
Eric Jensen ejensen@iwla.org Izaak Walton League of Suite 202 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
America 1619 Dayton Avenue 867_Community Solar
St. Paul, Garden - Xcel
MN
55104
Michael Kampmeyer mkampmeyer@a-e- AEG Group, LLC 260 Salem Church Road Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
group.com 867_Community Solar
Sunfish Lake, Garden - Xcel
Minnesota
55118
Brad Klein bklein@elpc.org Environmental Law & 35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite |Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
Policy Center 1600 867_Community Solar
Suite 1600 Garden - Xcel
Chicago,
IL
60601
John Kluempke jwkluempke@winlectric.co |Elk River Winlectric 12777 Meadowvale Rd Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
m 867_Community Solar
Elk River, Garden - Xcel
MN
55330
Jon Kramer jk2surf@aol.com Sundial Solar 4708 york ave. S Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55410
Rebecca Lundberg rebecca.lundberg@powerfu | Powerfully Green 11451 Oregon Ave N Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
llygreen.com 867_Community Solar
Champlin, Garden - Xcel
MN
55316
Casey MacCallum casey@appliedenergyinnov | Applied Energy Innovations |4000 Minnehaha Ave S Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-

ations.org

Minneapolis,
MN
55406

867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Erica McConnell emcconnell@kfwlaw.com Keyes, Fox & Wiedman 436 14th Street, Suite 1305 | Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
LLP 867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
Oakland,
California
94612
Thomas Melone Thomas.Melone@AllcoUS. |Minnesota Go Solar LLC 222 South 9th Street Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
com Suite 1600 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
Minnesota
55120
Andrew Moratzka apmoratzka@stoel.com Stoel Rives LLP 33 South Sixth Street Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
Suite 4200 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55402
Martin Morud mmorud@trunorthsolar.co |Tru North Solar 5115 45th Ave S Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
m 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55417
Rolf Nordstrom rnordstrom@gpisd.net Great Plains Institute 2801 21ST AVE S STE 220 | Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
Minneapolis,
MN
55407-1229
Jeffrey C Paulson jeff.jcplaw@comcast.net Paulson Law Office, Ltd. 7301 Ohms Ln Ste 325 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Edina, Garden - Xcel
MN
55439
Donna Pickard dpickard@aladdinsolar.co |Aladdin Solar 1215 Lilac Lane Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
m 867_Community Solar
Excelsior, Garden - Xcel
MN
55331
Gayle Prest gayle.prest@minneapolism | City of Mpls Sustainability |350 South 5th St, #315 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
n.gov 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55415
Dan Rogers drogers@sunedison.com [ SunEdison N/A Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
Matthew J. Schuerger P.E. mjsreg@earthlink.net Energy Systems Consulting | PO Box 16129 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-

Services, LLC

St. Paul,
MN
55116

867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Doug Shoemaker dougs@mnRenewables.or |MRES 2928 5th Ave S Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
g 867_Community Solar
Minneapolis, Garden - Xcel
MN
55408
Erin Stojan Ruccolo ruccolo@fresh-energy.org |Fresh Energy 408 Saint Peter St Ste 220 [Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Saint Paul, Garden - Xcel
MN
55102-1125
Thomas P. Sweeney Il tom.sweeney@easycleane |Clean Energy Collective P O Box 1828 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
nergy.com 867_Community Solar
Boulder, Garden - Xcel
CcO
80306-1828
Pat Treseler pat.jcplaw@comcast.net Paulson Law Office LTD Suite 325 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
7301 Ohms Lane 867_Community Solar
Edina, Garden - Xcel
MN
55439
Daniel Williams DanWilliams.mg@gmail.co |Powerfully Green 11451 Oregon Avenue N Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-

m

Champlin,
MN
55316

867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
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