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August 7, 2025 
 
 
Mike Bull Via E-Filing 
Acting Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 
 
Re: Notice Plan Petition 

In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Iron Range – St. 
Louis County – Arrowhead 345 kV Transmission Line Project 
Docket No. E015/CN-25-111  

 
Dear Mr. Bull: 
 
Minnesota Power and American Transmission Company LLC by and through its corporate 
manager ATC Management Inc. (“ATC”) (collectively, the “Applicants”) respectfully submit this 
Notice Plan for approval by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) 
pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.2550. In accordance with Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, 
subp. 1, copies of this Notice Plan have been provided to the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce, the Minnesota Office of Attorney General-Residential Utilities and Antitrust 
Division, and to persons listed on the “General List of Persons Interested in Power Plants 
and Transmission Lines” as maintained by the Commission under Minnesota Rule 
7850.2100, subp. 1(A).  
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Jackson Evans, 
Minnesota Power’s legal counsel at jjevans@allete.com or 612.516.0682, or Eric Swanson, 
ATC’s legal counsel at eswanson@winthrop.com or 612.604.6511. 
 

Sincerely,   
 

/s/ Jackson J. Evans     /s/ Eric F. Swanson             
Jackson J. Evans      Eric F. Swanson 
Minnesota Power                                                Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. 

   FERC Counsel  Counsel for ATC 
   

http://www.mnpower.com/
mailto:jjevans@allete.com
mailto:eswanson@winthrop.com
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

ALLETE, Inc. d/b/a Minnesota Power (“Minnesota Power”) and American Transmission 
Company LLC by and through its corporate manager ATC Management Inc. (“ATC”) 
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submit this Notice Plan for approval by the Commission 
pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.2550. This Notice Plan is intended to provide notice to all 
persons reasonably likely to be affected by the Iron Range – St. Louis County – 
Arrowhead 345 kV Transmission Project (“ISA Project” or “Project”). The Applicants 
intend to submit a combined application for a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit to 
construct and maintain the ISA Project pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.243 and 216I.05 
in the fourth quarter of 2025.  
 
The Project consists of construction of a new, approximately 62-mile-long, single-circuit 
345 kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s 
Iron Range Substation in Itasca County, Minnesota to Minnesota Power’s St. Louis 
County Substation in Solway Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota. The Project also 
involves construction of a new, approximately one-mile-long, double-circuit 345 kV 
transmission line from Minnesota Power’s St. Louis County Substation to ATC’s 
Arrowhead Substation in Hermantown, St. Louis County, Minnesota.  
 
The Project was studied, reviewed, and approved by the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) as part of its Long-Range Transmission Planning 
(“LRTP”) Tranche 2.1 portfolio of projects included in the 2024 MISO Transmission 
Expansion Plan (“MTEP24”). The Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is 
needed to enhance grid reliability in the Upper Midwest as grid operating conditions 
become more variable, increase grid efficiency as energy is transferred from where it is 
produced to where it is needed, and meet the growing demand for reliable clean energy 
in the Upper Midwest.  
 
A Certificate of Need is required under Minn. Stat. § 216B.243 before a high voltage 
transmission line of the voltages and lengths proposed for the Project is constructed. 
Minn. R. 7829.2550 requires a Notice Plan to be submitted for review by the Commission 
at least three months before filing a Certificate of Need application. Applicants intend to 
submit a combined application for a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit for the Project 
in the fourth quarter of 2025. Applicants, therefore, submit this Notice Plan for the 
Commission’s approval.  
 

I. NOTICE PLAN PROPOSAL 
 

This Notice Plan is prepared as an initial step in the Certificate of Need regulatory 
process. Preparation of a Notice Plan, and its review and approval by the Commission, 
will ensure that interested persons are aware of the proceeding and have the opportunity 
to participate. The area proposed to be included in notices under this Plan (“Notice Area”) 
is depicted in Attachment A, Figure 1.  
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The Notice Area is generally 1.5 miles wide centered on existing high voltage 
transmission lines. The Notice Area expands up to 2.25 miles wide in some areas to 
provide routing flexibility. The Notice Area is located within St. Louis and Itasca counties.  
 
While the Notice Plan is the first step in the regulatory process, Applicants have already 
begun gathering stakeholder, agency, Tribal, and public input on possible route 
alternatives. This outreach has included public open houses, stakeholder workshops, 
individual stakeholder outreach, and creation of a Project website that includes Project 
information, ways to provide input, and interactive, detailed maps. The Project website 
can be viewed at: https://isatransmissionproject.com/. With this proposed Notice Plan, the 
Applicants will continue this public outreach and provide the notices listed below in 
compliance with Minn. R. 7829.2550.  

 
A. Direct Mail Notice   
 
Attachment A includes a letter that will be mailed to landowners, residents, local units of 
government, elected officials, tribal government contacts, and agencies within the Notice 
Area.  
 

1. Landowners  
 

Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 3(A), requires an applicant for a Certificate of Need to provide 
direct mail notice to all landowners reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed 
transmission line. Applicants propose to provide direct mail notice to all landowners who 
own property within the Notice Area. Applicants have obtained tax landowner names and 
addresses within the Notice Area using geographic information system (“GIS”) county 
parcel records from St. Louis and Itasca Counties. 
 
 

2. Mailing Addresses 
 
Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 3(B), requires an applicant for a Certificate of Need to provide 
direct mail notice to all mailing addresses in the area that are reasonably likely to be 
affected by the proposed transmission line. Applicants propose to provide direct mail 
notice to all residential and commercial mailing addresses within the Notice Area. 
Applicants have obtained a list of mailing addresses in the Notice Area from St. Louis and 
Itasca Counties.   
 

3. Tribal Government Officials 
 
Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 3(C), requires an applicant for a Certificate of Need for a high 
voltage transmission line to provide direct mail notice to Tribal governments whose 
jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transmission line. 
Applicants will provide direct mail notice to each of the 11 federally recognized Tribal 
Nations in Minnesota, as well as the Minnesota Indian Affairs Counsel, as listed in 

https://isatransmissionproject.com/
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Attachment B-1. Applicants will provide direct mail notice to the Tribal Nations and other 
Tribal government officials and administrators listed in Attachment B-1.  
 

4. Local Governments  
 

Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 3(C), requires an applicant to provide direct mail notice to 
governments of towns, statutory cities, home rule charter cities, and counties whose 
jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transmission line. 
Applicants propose to provide direct mail notice to lead administration personnel in the 
towns, cities, and counties. Applicants will also provide notice to the elected officials of 
those local units of government and to those state senators and state representatives 
whose districts are within the Notice Area. A complete list of these government recipients 
is included in Attachment B-2.  
 
B. Newspaper Notice.  
 
Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 3(D), requires an applicant to publish public notice in 
newspapers of local, regional, and statewide circulation. Specifically, Applicants propose 
to place notice advertisements in the following newspapers: 
 

Table 1. Newspaper Notice 
Name of Newspaper County of Circulation 
Star Tribune Statewide 
Duluth News Tribune St. Louis County 
The Proctor Journal St. Louis County 
Grand Rapids Herald-Review Itasca County 

 
In addition to the Notice Plan newspaper notice requirement, Minn. R. 7829.2500, subp. 
5 requires that after a Certificate of Need application is filed that an applicant publish a 
newspaper notice of the filing in a newspaper of general circulation throughout the state.  
Given that under the proposed Notice Plan, the Applicants will publish a newspaper notice 
of the Certificate of Need proceeding shortly before a Certificate of Need application is 
filed in the newspapers of local, regional, and statewide circulation, the Applicants request 
a variance of Minn. Rule 7829.2500, subp. 5, to remove this additional newspaper notice 
requirement. 
 
The three requirements for a rule variance under Minn. R. 7829.3200, subp. 1 are: (1) 
enforcement of the rule would impose an excessive burden upon the applicant or others 
affected by the rule; (2) granting the variance would not adversely affect the public 
interest; and (3) granting the variance would not conflict with standards imposed by law. 
These three requirements are met here.  
 
The requirement under Minn. R. 7829.2500, subp. 5 would be an excessive burden as it 
requires duplicate notice (and associated expense) without a corresponding benefit. The 
public will receive notice of the Project and ways to participate in the regulatory 
proceedings via the pre-application filing in the Minnesota Star Tribune and other papers 
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of local and regional circulation. Therefore, the public interest would not be adversely 
affected by the requested variance. Finally, the Commission has previously granted such 
a variance1 and there is no conflict with any standards imposed by law. Applicants 
respectfully request the Commission grant this variance. 
 
C. Notice Content  
 
Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 4 sets forth the information that must be incorporated into the 
notice letter including: a map showing the end points of the line and existing transmission 
facilities in the area; right-of-way requirements for the proposed line and a statement of 
intent to acquire property rights for the right-of-way; notice that the transmission upgrade 
cannot be constructed unless the Commission certifies that it is needed; Commission 
contact information; utility website information that includes its biennial transmission 
projects report; a statement that an environmental report will be prepared; an explanation 
of how to get on the Project’s mailing list; and a list of applicable regulatory laws and rules 
that govern the request for Project approval. Applicants’ proposed notice mailing meets 
these requirements.  
 
The map (Attachment A, Figure 1) that will be included with the notice letter will depict 
the entire Project notice area including end points, existing transmission lines and 
substations, counties, townships, and notable landmarks to aid in orientation. The map 
that will be sent with the notice letter will be updated from the enclosed Attachment A, 
Figure 1 to show the routes the Applicants are likely to propose in its Route Permit 
application. The Applicants will provide a copy of this updated map to Commission staff 
for review prior to mailing.  
 
D. Distribution of Notice Plan Filing  
 
As required under Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 1, this Notice Plan filing has been sent to 
the Department, the Office of the Attorney General – Residential Utilities Division, and to 
those parties listed on the “General List of Persons Interested in Power Plants and 
Transmission Lines” as maintained in eDockets. 
 
E. Notice Timing  
 
Minn. R. 7829. 2550, subp. 6, requires the applicant to implement the Notice Plan within 
30 days of its approval by the Commission. Applicants request that the Commission vary 
the Notice Plan implementation rule requirement to allow notice to more closely coincide 
with the filing of the Certificate of Need application. Therefore, Applicants request that the 
Commission grant a variance and direct the notices identified in this Notice Plan to occur 
not more than 90 days and no less than two weeks prior to the filing of the Certificate of 
Need application.  
 

 
1 In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a Certificate of Need for Two Gen-Tie Lines from 
Sherburne County to Lyon County, Minnesota, Docket No. E002/CN-22-131, ORDER APPROVING THE 

NOTICE PLAN PETITION AND EXEMPTION REQUEST at 1 and 6 (June 28, 2022).  
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The three requirements for a rule variance under Minn. R. 7829.3200, subp. 1 are met 
here. The notice requirements outlined in the rule would burden all parties by separating 
notice provided to interested stakeholders from the start of the proceeding. Further, 
granting a variance would neither adversely affect the public interest nor conflict with 
standards imposed by law. The Commission has previously requested a similar variance 
in other Certificate of Need dockets.2 
 
F. Project Service List  
 
Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0700, subp. 1, the Applicants request that the following 
persons be placed on the Commission’s Office Service List for this matter, and requests 
electronic service for these persons: 
 
Jackson J. Evans 
Minnesota Power  
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
jjevans@allete.com 

John Sagone 
American Transmission Company 
W234 N2000 Ridgeview Pkwy Ct. 
Waukesha, WI 53188 
jsagone@atcllc.com 

Zach Golkowski 
Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
zgolkowski@mnpower.com 
 

Eric F. Swanson 
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. 
225 South 6th Street 
Suite 3500 
Minneapolis, MN 55105 
eswanson@winthrop.com  

Kodi Jean Verhalen 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
2200 IDS Center 
80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2157 
kverhalen@taftlaw.com  

Elizabeth H. Schmiesing 
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. 
225 South 6th Street 
Suite 3500 
Minneapolis, MN 55105 
eschmiesing@winthrop.com  

Valerie T. Herring 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
2200 IDS Center 
80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2157 
vherring@taftlaw.com 

Christopher J. Cerny 
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. 
225 South 6th Street 
Suite 3500 
Minneapolis, MN 55105 
ccerny@winthrop.com  

 

 
2 In re Application of Minnesota Power for a Certificate of Need for the Duluth Loop Reliability Project in 
St. Louis Cnty., Docket No. E015/CN-21-140, ORDER APPROVING NOTICE PLAN AND GRANTING VARIANCES 

AND EXEMPTIONS at 3, 6 (May 17, 2021); In the Matter of the Application of Byron Solar Project, LLC for a 
Certificate of Need for the up to 200 MW Byron Solar Project and 345 kV Transmission Line in Olmstead 
and Dodge Counties, Minnesota,  Docket No. IP-7041/CN-20-764, ORDER APPROVING NOTICE PLAN, 
APPROVING EXEMPTION REQUESTS, AND GRANTING VARIANCES (Jan. 15, 2021).  

mailto:jjevans@allete.com
mailto:jsagone@atcllc.com
mailto:zgolkowski@mnpower.com
mailto:eswanson@winthrop.com
mailto:kverhalen@taftlaw.com
mailto:eschmiesing@winthrop.com
mailto:vherring@taftlaw.com
mailto:ccerny@winthrop.com
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II. CONCLUSION 
 

Applicants respectfully request that the Commission (1) approve this Notice Plan 
prepared in advance of the filing of a Certificate of Need application to construct the 
Project; (2) grant a variance from duplicative newspaper notice requirements under Minn. 
R. 7829.2500, subp. 5; and (3) grant the variance from the 30-day implementation notice 
in Minn. R. 7829.2550, subp. 6, and modify the time for implementation of the Notice Plan 
to no more than 90 days and no less than two weeks prior to the filing of the Certificate 
of Need Application.  
 
August 7, 2025 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
MINNESOTA POWER 
 
/s/ Jackson J. Evans 
Jackson J. Evans 
FERC Counsel  
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
jjevans@allete.com  
(218) 723 3963 
 
Kodi Jean Verhalen 
Valerie T. Herring 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
2200 IDS Center 
80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2157 
(612) 977-8400 
kverhalen@taftlaw.com  
vherring@taftlaw.com  
 
AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY LLC 
 
/s/ Eric F. Swanson 
Eric F. Swanson 
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.  
225 South Sixth Street, Suite 3500 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
eswanson@winthrop.com  
(612) 604-6400 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jjevans@allete.com
mailto:kverhalen@taftlaw.com
mailto:vherring@taftlaw.com
mailto:eswanson
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Example Notice Letter 

August 7, 2025 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT  

 
Re:  In the Matter of Application for a Certificate of Need for the Iron Range – St. 

Louis County – Arrowhead 345 kV Transmission Project 
 Docket No. E015/CN-25-111 
 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Minnesota Power and American Transmission Company 
LLC by and through its corporate manager ATC Management Inc. (collectively, the 
“Applicants”) are applying to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (also 
“Commission”) for a Certificate of Need to construct the Iron Range – St. Louis County – 
Arrowhead 345 kV Transmission Project (“ISA Project” or “Project”).  
 
Project Description 
 
The ISA Project consists of construction of a new, approximately 62-mile-long, single-
circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota 
Power’s Iron Range Substation in Itasca County, Minnesota to Minnesota Power’s St. 
Louis County Substation in St. Louis County, Minnesota. The Project also involves 
construction of a new, approximately one-mile-long, double-circuit 345 kV transmission 
line from Minnesota Powers’ St. Louis County Substation to ATC’s Arrowhead Substation 
in Hermantown, St. Louis County, Minnesota. A map of the ISA project is provided as 
Attachment A. 
 
Project Need 
 
The Project was studied, reviewed, and approved by the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) as part of its Long-Range Transmission Planning 
(“LRTP”) Tranche 2.1 portfolio of projects included in the 2024 MISO Transmission 
Expansion Plan (“MTEP24”). The Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is 
needed to enhance grid reliability in the Upper Midwest as grid operating conditions 
become more variable, increase grid efficiency as energy is transferred from where it is 
produced to where it is needed, and meet the growing demand for reliable clean energy 
in the Upper Midwest.  
 
Regulatory Review Process 
 
Before the Applicants can construct the Project, the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“Commission”) must determine whether the Project is needed (Certificate 
of Need) and if so, will determine the route along which the Project will be built (Route 
Permit). 
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The Certificate of Need process is governed by Minnesota Law, including Minnesota 
Statutes section 216B.243, and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7849, specifically Rules parts 
7849.0010 to 7849.0400 and 7849.1000 to 7849.2100. A copy of the Certificate of Need 
application, once submitted, can be obtained by visiting the Commission’s website at 
www.mn.gov/puc/ in Docket No. E015/CN-25-111. 
 
In addition to certifying the need for the Project, the Commission must also grant a Route 
Permit for the Project. The routing of the Project is also governed by Minnesota Law, 
including Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216I. A copy of the Route Permit Application, once 
submitted, can be obtained by visiting the Commission’s website in Docket No. E015/TL-
25-112. 
 
The Commission will not make its determinations on the Certificate of Need or Route 
Permit until it has completed a thorough review process that encourages public 
involvement and analyzes the impacts of the Project and various route alternatives. 
Because the Applicants anticipate requesting a joint proceeding for the Certificate of Need 
and Route Permit, a single environmental review document will be prepared. This process 
includes preparation of an Environmental Assessment (“EA”) for the Project that will be 
submitted with the Route Permit Application. An addendum to the EA may be prepared 
by the Commission after the public information meetings are held in early 2026. 
 
The Applicants will submit an application for a Route Permit with one proposed route for 
the proposed transmission line. Other routes can be proposed to be evaluated during the 
scoping process. The Commission staff will decide which routes get studied in the 
addendum to the EA and considered for approval. Routes that have been shown at public 
meetings are preliminary and subject to change. In addition, other, new routes may also 
be studied and considered for approval.  
 
The Commission will review all of the data from the public process and will decide if the 
Project is needed and which route should be approved. Selection of a final route by the 
Commission will be based on an evaluation of the routes guided by the factors identified 
in Minnesota Statues section 216I.05, subd. 11 and stakeholder input received during the 
regulatory process. The table below provides a high-level summary of the major steps in 
the regulatory process. 
 

http://www.mn.gov/puc/
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Summary of Regulatory Schedule  
 
Action  Approximate Date 
Pre-application study and public meeting and 
stakeholder outreach 

May and August 2025 

Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application 
and EA submitted to Commission 

December 2025 

Informational and Scoping Meetings (public 
meeting and comment) 

February 2026 

Addendum to Environmental Assessment Issued  May 2026 
Public Hearings (public meeting and comment 
period) 

June 2026 

Commission Decision  July 2026 
 
Right-of-Way for the Project  
 
Before beginning construction, the Applicants will acquire property rights for the right-of-
way, typically through an easement that will be negotiated with the landowner for each 
parcel. The Applicants anticipate acquiring easements with a minimum right-of-way width 
of approximately 150 feet for the 345 kV transmission line. Where these transmission 
lines parallel existing lines, fewer new rights-of-way may be required because the new 
transmission line may share a portion of the existing right-of-way.  
 
Proposed Structures for the Project 
  
The specific type and size of structures to be used will depend on the route identified in 
this process along with land use/land cover, topography, water/wetlands, and soil types. 
Currently, structures for the Project are anticipated to be 120- to 180-foot high single-pole 
weathering steel structures with arms on both sides of the structure. For this type of 
structure, the Applicants anticipate having five to eight structures for each mile of the line. 
 
Additional Information and Mailing Lists 
 
To subscribe to the Project’s Certificate of Need docket (E015/CN-25-111) and to receive 
email notifications when information is filed in that docket, please visit www.mn.gov/puc/ 
and click on “eDockets,” then click on “Go to eDockets,” and then click on “Sign In” in the 
top right corner. Then, click on “Subscriptions” and “Create a Subscription.” In the “Docket 
#” box, type 25-111 and click “Create.” These same steps can be followed to subscribe 
to the Project’s Route Permit docket 25-112.  
 
If you would like to have your name added to the Project Route Permit proceeding mailing 
list (E015/TL-25-112) you may register by contacting the public advisor in the consumer 
affairs office at the Commission at consumer.puc@state.mn.us, or (651) 296-0406 or 1-
800-657-3782.  Please be sure to note: 1) how you would like to receive notices (regular 
mail or email) and 2) your complete mailing or email address.  
 

http://www.mn.gov/puc/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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A separate mailing list is maintained for the Certificate of Need proceeding (E015/CN-25-
111). To be placed on the Project Certificate of Need mailing list (MPUC Docket No. 
E015/CN-25-111), mail, fax, or email Robin Benson at Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 
or robin.benson@state.mn.us. 
 
If you have any questions about the state regulatory process, you may contact the 
Minnesota state regulatory staff listed below: 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission    
Energy Infrastructure Permitting Staff 
Staff Name     
121 7th Place East, Suite 350    
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101     
Staff Phone Number      
1-800-657-3782      
Staff Email    
Website: www.mn.gov/puc/    
 
Please visit the Project website at: https://isatransmissionproject.com/ for more 
information. Project phone and e-mail addresses are: 
 
Project Phone Number: 1-888-510-5303 
 
Project E-mail Address: connect@isatransmissionproject.com 
 
Transmission Planning Process in Minnesota  
 
Minnesota Statutes section 216B.2425, subd. 2 requires that each electric transmission-
owning utility in the state file a biennial transmission planning report with the Commission 
in the fall of each odd-numbered year. These reports provide information on the 
transmission planning process used by the utilities in the state of Minnesota and 
information about other transmission line projects. The 2023 Biennial Transmission 
Projects Report is available at: www.minnelectrans.com. The 2023 Biennial Transmission 
Projects Report was submitted on November 1, 2023. An updated planning report will be 
submitted by November 1, 2025.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

  
Zach Golkowski  
Minnesota Power  
Senior Environmental Compliance 
Specialist 

mailto:robin.benson@state.mn.us
http://www.mn.gov/puc/
https://isatransmissionproject.com/
http://www.minnelectrans.com/
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Figure 1. ISA Project Notice Area 

 



Minnesota Tribes 

Tribal Name First Name Last Name Title Street Address City State Zip Code Work Phone Fax Number Email URL 

1854 Treaty Authority Sonny Myers 
Executive 
Director 4428 Haines Rd Duluth MN 55811 

218-722-8907  
ext #7004 218-722-7003  smyers@1854treatyauthority.org 

https://www.1854treatyauthority.org/c
ontact/contact-us-2.html  

Bois Forte Band of 
Chippewa Carlos Hernandez Chairperson 5344 Lake Shore Dr Nett Lake MN 55772 218-335-8200 218-757-3312 carloshernandez@boisforte-nsn.gov https://boisforte.com/ 

Bois Forte Band of 
Chippewa Miranda Lilya 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 5344 Lake Shore Dr Nett Lake MN 55772 218-335-8200 218-757-3312 mlilya@boisforte-nsn.gov https://boisforte.com/ 

Bois Forte Band of 
Chippewa Jaylen Strong 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 5344 Lake Shore Dr Nett Lake MN 55772 218-335-8200 218-757-3312 jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov https://boisforte.com/ 

Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Bruce Savage Chairman 1720 Big Lake Rd Cloquet MN 55720 218-879-4593 218-757-0064 brucesavage@fdlband.org https://fdlband.org/ 

Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Evan Schroeder 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 1720 Big Lake Rd Cloquet MN 55720 218-879-4593 218-757-0064 evanschroeder@fdlrez.com https://fdlband.org/ 

Grand Portage Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Bobby Deschampe Chair 83 Stevens Rd  Grand Portage MN 55605 218-475-2277   

robertdeschampe@grandportage.co
m https://www.grandportageband.com/ 

Grand Portage Bank of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Rob Hull 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 83 Stevens Rd  Grand Portage MN 55605 218-475-2277   thpo@grandportage.com https://www.grandportageband.com/ 

Leech Lake Bank of 
Ojibwe Faron Jackson, Sr. Chairman 190 Sailstar Drive NW Cass Lake MN 56633 218-335-8200 218-335-8309  faron.jackson@llojibwe.net https://llojibwe.org/ 

Leech Lake Bank of 
Ojibwe Ashley Harrison 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 190 Sailstar Drive NW Cass Lake MN 56633 218-335-8200 218-335-8309  ashley.harrison@llojibwe.net https://llojibwe.org/ 

Leech Lake Bank of 
Ojibwe Gina Lemon 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 190 Sailstar Drive NW Cass Lake MN 56633 218-335-8200 218-335-8309  gina.lemon@llojibwe.net https://llojibwe.org/ 

Lower Sioux Indian 
Community Robert L. Larsen President 39527 Reservation Hwy 1 Morton MN 56270 

 
507-697-6185 507-697-8916 robert.larsen@lowersioux.com https://lowersioux.com/ 

Lower Sioux Indian 
Community Cheyanne St. John 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 39527 Reservation Hwy 1 Morton MN 56270 

 
507-697-6185 507-697-8916 cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com https://lowersioux.com/ 

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Melanie Benjamin Chief Executive 43408 Oodena Dr Onamia MN 56359 320-532-4181 320-532-7505 
Melanie.Benjamin@millelacsband.co
m https://millelacsband.com/ 

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Mike Wilson 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 43408 Oodena Dr Onamia MN 56359 320-532-4181 320-532-7505 mike.wilson@millelacsband.com https://millelacsband.com/ 

Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe Michael LaRoque President 15542 State Hwy 371 NW Cass Lake MN 56633 218-335-8581 218-335-8496    https://mnchippewatribe.org/ 

Prairie Island Indian 
Community Grant Johnson President 5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd Welch MN 55089 800-554-5473 651-267-4009 grant.johnson@piic.org https://prairieisland.org/ 
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Tribal Name First Name Last Name Title Street Address City State Zip Code Work Phone Fax Number Email URL 

Prairie Island Indian 
Community Noah White 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd Welch MN 55089 800-554-5473 651-267-4009 noah.white@piic.org https://prairieisland.org/ 

Red Lake Nation Darrell Seki, Sr. Chairman  15484 Migizi Dr Red Lake MN 56671 218-679-3341 218-679-2188 dseki@redlakenation.org https://www.redlakenation.org/ 

Red Lake Nation Kade Ferris 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 15484 Migizi Dr Red Lake MN 56671 218-679-3341 218-679-2188 kade.ferris@redlakenation.org https://www.redlakenation.org/ 

Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community Cole W. Miller Chairman 1905 Mystic Lake Dr S Shakopee MN 55379 952-445-8900 952-233-4256 cole.miller@shakopeedakota.org https://shakopeedakota.org/ 

Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community Leonard Wabasha 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 1905 Mystic Lake Dr S Shakopee MN 55379 952-496-6120 952-233-4256 

leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.
org https://shakopeedakota.org/ 

Upper Sioux Community Kevin Jensvold Chairman 5722 Travers Ln Granite Falls MN 56241 320-564-3853 320-564-2550 
kevinj@uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov 

https://www.uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov/ 

Upper Sioux Community Samantha Odegaard 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 5722 Travers Ln Granite Falls MN 56241 320-564-3853 320-564-2550 

samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov 

https://www.uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov/ 

White Earth Nation Michael Fairbanks Chairman 35500 Eagle View Rd Ogema MN 56569 218-983-3285   
michael.fairbanks@whiteearth-
nsn.gov https://www.whiteearth.com/ 

White Earth Nation Jaime Arsenault 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 35500 Eagle View Rd Ogema MN 56569 218-983-3285   jaime.arsenault@whiteearth-nsn.gov https://www.whiteearth.com/ 

 

Tribal Organizations 

Organization First Name Last Name Title Street Address City State Zip Code Work Phone Fax Number Email URL 

Minnesota Indian Affairs 
Council Shannon  Geshick 

Executive 
Director 

161 St. Anthony Ave, Suite 
919 St. Paul MN 55103   shannon.geshick@state.mn.us https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/ 

Minnesota Department of 
Commerce Chase  Christopher Tribal Liaison 85 7th Place E, Suite 280 St. Paul MN 55101   chase.christopherson@state.mn.us https://mn.gov/commerce/ 
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Federal, State, and Local Agencies 

Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Federal Agencies 

Federal Aviation Administration Marla Duchatellier Air Traffic Technician 6020 28th Ave S, Ste. 201  Minneapolis MN 55450 

Federal Aviation Administration Ashley Wilson Air Traffic Specialist 6020 28th Ave S, Ste. 201  Minneapolis MN 55450 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
St. Paul District - Regulatory and 
Permits, Duluth Field Office 11 E Superior St, Suite 260 Duluth MN 55802 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jeremy Kinney Project manager      

U.S. Department of Agriculture  Candi Fuller District Conservationist 1889 E Hwy 2  Grand Rapids MN 55744 

U.S. Department of Agriculture  Allison Praet District Conservationist 4850 Miller Trunk Hwy  Duluth MN 55811 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Robert Tawes Field Supervisor 3815 American Blvd E Bloomington MN 55425 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Katie O'Brien Endangered Species Biologist 3815 American Blvd E Bloomington MN 55425 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
Minnesota Ecological Services Field 
Office 3815 American Blvd E Bloomington MN 55425 

State Agencies 

Minnesota Association of Townships Kevin Comnick Director P.O. Box 267 St. Michael MN 55376 

Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources Ryan Hughes Manager 525 S Lake Ave, #400 Duluth MN 55802 

Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources Matt Johnson Wetland Specialist 2532 Hannah Ave NW Bemidji MN 56601 

Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources Waylon Glienke Wetland Specialist 1889 E Hwy 2   Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources Dave Demmer Wetland Specialist 525 S Lake Ave #400 Duluth MN 55802 

Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources Mark Lindhorst Wetland Specialist 100 N 5th Ave W   Duluth MN 55802 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture Stephan Roos Planner 625 Robert St N St. Paul MN 55155 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Minnesota Department of Health Christopher Parthun Principal Planner P.O. Box 64975  St. Paul MN 55164 

Minnesota Department of Health Nick Budde Hydrologist P.O. Box 64975  St. Paul MN 55164 

Minnesota Department of Health Dereck Richter Principal Planner  P.O. Box 64975  St. Paul MN 55164 

Minnesota Department of Health Danielle Luzinski Statewide Surface Water Hydrologist P.O. Box 64975  St. Paul MN 55164 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Shelly Patten Regional Director 1201 E Hwy 2  Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Grant Wilson Regional Director 1200 Warner Rd  St. Paul MN 55106 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Kate Fairman 
Environmental Review Operations 
Lead 500 Lafayette Rd  St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Becky Horton EIS Project Manager 500 Lafayette Rd  St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Diane Johnson 
Realty Specialist, Utility License 
Crossing  2115 Birchmont Beach Rd, NE Bemidji MN 56601 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Jessica Parson NE Region Ecologist 1201 E Hwy 2  Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Patty Thielen NE Region Director 1601 Minnesota Dr  Brainerd MN 56401 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Brianna Speldrich Hydrologist 525 Lake Ave. S, Suite 415  Duluth MN 55802 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Molly Barrett Natural Heritage Review Specialist 500 Lafayette Rd  St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Jim Drake Natural Heritage Review Specialist 500 Lafayette Rd  St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Chuck Carpenter Northeast Regional Manager 1201 E Hwy 2 Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Joe Pignato Land Management Office Director 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
Mailstop 630 St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Stacy Kotch Egstad Utility Routing and Siting Coordinator 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
Mailstop 630 St. Paul MN 55155 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Matt Meyer Hydrologist 1123 Mesaba Ave Duluth MN 55811 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Tom Lee Hydrologist 1123 Mesaba Ave Duluth MN 55811 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Shane Gries Right of Way Permits 1123 Mesaba Ave Duluth MN 55811 

Minnesota Indian Affairs Council Shannon Geshick Executive Director 161 St. Anthony Ave, Ste. 919 St. Paul MN 55103 

Minnesota Indian Affairs Council George Goggleye Jr. Cultural Resources Manager 161 St. Anthony Ave, Ste. 919 St. Paul MN 55103 

Minnesota Indian Affairs Council Lilly Geraghty Cultural Resources Manager 161 St. Anthony Ave, Ste. 919 St. Paul MN 55103 

Minnesota Indian Affairs Council Isaac Weston Cultural Resources Manager 161 St. Anthony Ave, Ste. 919 St. Paul MN 55103 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Jim Dexter Environmental Review Specialist 520 Lafayette Rd, Box 25  St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Kirsten Barta Regional General Permits 520 Lafayette Rd, Box 25  St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office Leslie Coburn 
Manager, Environmental Review 
Specialist 50 Sherburne Ave, Suite 203 St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office Kelly Gragg-Johnson Environmental Review Specialist 50 Sherburne Ave, Suite 203 St. Paul MN 55155 

Office of the State Archaeologist Amanda Gronhovd MN State Archaeologist 328 W Kellogg Blvd  St. Paul MN 55102 

Public Utilities Commission  Bret Eknes Supervisor 121 7th Place E, Suite 350 St. Paul MN 55101 

County Commissioners 

Itasca County Cory Smith District 1 Commissioner 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca County Terry Snyder District 2 Commissioner 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca County John Johnson District 3 Commissioner 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca County Burl Ives District 4 Commissioner 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Itasca County Casey Venema District 5 Commissioner and Chair 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

St. Louis County Annie Harala District 1 Commissioner, Chair 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Patrick Boyle  District 2 Commissioner 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Ashley Grimm District 3 Commissioner 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Paul McDonald District 4 Commissioner 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Keith Musolf District 5 Commissioner 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Keith Nelson District 6 Commissioner 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Mike Jugovich District 7 Commissioner, Vice Chair 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

County Agencies 

Itasca County Amanda Schultz Deputy Clerk  123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca County Brett Skyles County Administrator 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca County Katie Benes Director  123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca County  Assessor's Department 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca County Kory Cease Land Commissioner 123 NE 4th St Grand Rapids MN 55744 

Itasca Economic Development Corporation  Tamara Lowney President & CEO 1201 SE 7th Ave  Grand Rapids MN 55744 

St. Louis County Phil Chapman Clerk 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County   Administration 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Ryan Logan Director 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

St. Louis County   Assessor's Department 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County   Lands & Minerals 100 N 5th Ave W, Room 202 Duluth MN 55802 

St. Louis County Economic & Community 
Development Darren Jablonsky Interim Director 320 West 2nd Street, Suite 301 Duluth MN 55802 

Cities 

City of Hermantown Wayne Boucher Mayor 5105 Maple Grove Rd Hermantown MN 55811 

City of Hermantown John Geissler Councilor 5105 Maple Grove Rd Hermantown MN 55811 

City of Hermantown Joe Peterson Councilor 5105 Maple Grove Rd Hermantown MN 55811 

City of Hermantown Andy Hjelle Councilor 5105 Maple Grove Rd Hermantown MN 55811 

City of Hermantown Brian LeBlanc Councilor 5105 Maple Grove Rd Hermantown MN 55811 

City of Hermantown Alissa McClure Clerk 5105 Maple Grove Rd Hermantown MN 55811 

City of Hermantown Eric Johnson Director 5105 Maple Grove Rd Hermantown MN 55811 

Townships 

Arrowhead Township Steven Emerson Chair 4650 Arrowhead Township Rd Brookston MN 55711 

Arrowhead Township Randy Willeck Supervisor 4701 Stevens Rd Brookston MN 55711 

Arrowhead Township Lowell Kytola Supervisor 4829 Poupores Rd Brookston MN 55711 

Arrowhead Township Angela Irvine Clerk 4192 Brandon Rd Brookston MN 55711 

Brevator Township Chad Vermeersch Chair 3864 Hwy 33 N Cloquet MN 55720 

Brevator Township Keith Oswald Supervisor 3864 Hwy 33 N Cloquet MN 55720 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Brevator Township Linda Way Supervisor 3864 Hwy 33 N Cloquet MN 55720 

Brevator Township Brenda Pallin Clerk P.O. Box 623 Cloquet MN 55720 

Cedar Valley Township Brian Maki Chair 12845 Floodwood River Rd Hibbing MN 55746 

Cedar Valley Township Daniel High Supervisor 12804 Hwy 133 W Floodwood MN 55736 

Cedar Valley Township Scott Peterson Supervisor 7826 Hwy 73 Floodwood MN 55736 

Cedar Valley Township Barb Peterson Clerk 7826 Hwy 73 Floodwood MN 55736 

Culver Township Robert Hendrickson Chair 5292 Hwy 31 Brookston MN 55711 

Culver Township Bob Johnson Supervisor 5292 Hwy 31 Brookston MN 55711 

Culver Township Susan D. Smith Supervisor 5292 Hwy 31 Brookston MN 55711 

Culver Township Catherine Elder Clerk 5292 Hwy 31 Brookston MN 55711 

Elmer Township Jerry Turnboom Chair 7468 Creek Rd Meadowlands MN 55765 

Elmer Township Hope Skripsky Supervisor 10910 Hwy 133 Meadowlands MN 55765 

Elmer Township Dean Matvey Supervisor 7465 Creek Rd Meadowlands MN 55765 

Elmer Township Patricia Bernsdorf Clerk 7982 Goldfinch Rd Meadowlands MN 55765 

Feeley Township Lori Hamm Chair 20326 County Road 10 Warba MN 55793 

Feeley Township Debra Langanki Supervisor 20736 Feeley 1 Warba MN 55793 

Feeley Township Casey Dabrowski Supervisor 19914 Feeley 6 Warba MN 55793 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Feeley Township Lori Gill Clerk 21738 Shallow Lake Rd Warba MN 55793 

Floodwood Township Tad Farrell Mayor P.O. Box 348 Floodwood MN 55736 

Floodwood Township James Schminski Chair 4856 Hwy 73 S Floodwood MN 55736 

Floodwood Township Eric Collman Supervisor 11810 Fine Lakes Rd Floodwood MN 55803 

Floodwood Township Dennis Juusola Supervisor 11867 Floodwood Rd Floodwood MN 55736 

Floodwood Township Rhonda Lundstrom Clerk 11765 Clark Rd Floodwood MN 55736 

Goodland Township Charles Miller  Chair 11780 Hall Rd Goodland MN 55742 

Goodland Township Charlene Obrecht  Supervisor 21682 County Rd 574 Goodland MN 55742 

Goodland Township Dave Detjen Supervisor 21006 Co Rd 560 Goodland MN 55742 

Goodland Township Holly Henrickson  Clerk 13485 E County Rd 578 Goodland MN 55742 

Industrial Township Richard Williams Jr. Chair P.O. Box 4 Saginaw MN 55779 

Industrial Township Don Carlson Supervisor P.O. Box 4 Saginaw MN 55779 

Industrial Township Brent Johnson Supervisor P.O. Box 4 Saginaw MN 55779 

Industrial Township Amy Skluzacek Clerk P.O. Box 4 Saginaw MN 55779 

Solway Township Scott Welsh Chair 4134 Jeffery Rd Duluth MN 55810 

Solway Township Ron Gajewski Supervisor 5939 Wargin Rd Duluth MN 55810 

Solway Township Jeffrey A. Keppers Supervisor 6115 Hwy #12 Proctor MN 55720 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Solway Township Tami McGregor Clerk 4029 Munger Shaw Rd Cloquet MN 55720 

Solway Township   Planning & Zoning Manager 320 West Second Street, Room #301 Duluth MN 55802 

Van Buren Township Marilyn Arro Chair 11647 Parantala Rd Floodwood MN 55736 

Van Buren Township David Rauvola Supervisor 6155 Hwy 29 Floodwood MN 55736 

Van Buren Township Albert Moline Supervisor 6155 Hwy 29 Floodwood MN 55736 

Van Buren Township Susan Hutchinson Clerk 11792 Parantala Rd Floodwood MN 55736 

Unorganized Territories 

Little Sand Lake Unorganized Territory Christine Hobrough President      

Federal and State Legislators 

U.S. House of Representatives Pete Stauber Representative - MN 8th District 5094 Miller Trunk Hwy, Suite 900 Hermantown MN 55811 

U.S. House of Representatives Michelle Fischbach Congresswoman - MN 7th District 2513 8th Street S Moorhead MN 56560 

U.S. Senate Amy Klobuchar U.S. Senator  820 9th Street North, Room 105 Virgina MN 55792 

U.S. Senate Tina Smith U.S. Senator  60 Plato Blvd, Suite #220  St. Paul MN 55107 

Minnesota State Senate Grant Hauschild Senator, District 3 3111 Minnesota Senate Bldg. St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota State Senate 
 
Robert D. Farnsworth  Senator, District 7 2323 Minnesota Senate Bldg. St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota State Senate 
 
Jennifer A. McEwen Senator, District 8 3217 Minnesota Senate Bldg. St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota House of Representatives  Pete Johnson Representative, District 8A 
5th Floor Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota House of Representatives  Natalie Zeleznikar Representative, District 3B 
2nd Floor Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street St. Paul MN 55155 
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Organization Name Title Address City State Zip Code 

Minnesota House of Representatives  Cal Warwas Representative, District 7B 
2nd Floor Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street St. Paul MN 55155 

Minnesota House of Representatives  
 
Spencer Igo Representative, District 7A 

2nd Floor Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street St. Paul MN 55155 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A 

CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE IRON RANGE  –  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY  –  ARROWHEAD 345 KV 

TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT. 

Docket No. E015/CN-25-111 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Gustav Gerhardson certifies that on the 7th day of August, 2025, on behalf of Minnesota 
Power and American Transmission Company LLC by and through its corporate manager 
ATC Management Inc., he efiled a true and correct copy of the Notice Plan Petition by 
posting the same on eDockets.  Said filing is also served as designated on the attached 
Service List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the above-
referenced docket number.  
 
 
       /s/ Gustav Gerhardson    
       Gustav Gerhardson 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showeDocketsSearch&showEdocket=true
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