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JUDGE MCKENZI E: Ckay. Good evening. W
are now going to convene this public hearing and
call it In the Matters of the Application of Benton
Solar, LLC, for site permts for the 100-nmegawatt
Sol ar Energy GCenerating System and 100- negawat t
Battery Energy Storage System and a route permt
for the 115-kilovolt Hi gh-Voltage Transm ssion Line
Associated with the Benton Solar Project. This is
MPUC Docket Nunbers GS-23-423, TL-23-425, and
ESS- 24-283. This is Court of Admi nistrative
Hear i ngs Docket Number 25-2500-40508.

Good evening. | am Judge McKenzie. | am
a judge with the Court of Adm nistrative Hearings.
The Court of Adm nistrative Hearings is an
i ndependent entity of state governnent that is not
affiliated with the Public Uilities Conm ssion, any
of the applicants, the Attorney Ceneral's office, or
any other entity of state governnent. And | have
been asked by the Public Uilities Conm ssion to
presi de over these public hearings and an
evidentiary hearing in this matter.

Even though we are not in a courtroom
this is a formal proceeding. W do have a court
reporter who is sitting there at the end of the

desk, and she wll| be recording the m nutes of what
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we say here today. And so in that regard, it's very
i nportant that only one person speaks at a tine.
It's very hard for our court reporter if people
speak over one anot her because -- obviously, it's
just hard. She only can type as fast as -- although
she's very good, she can only type as fast as she
can. So |'d ask that everyone just wait your turn.
|'mhear to listen to all of you, and everyone w ||
get their chance, if you have a comment or a

question, to nake it.

What, sort of, the -- the outline of what
we wll do here today, | amgoing to, after the --
sort of the introductory renarks, we will have sone

presentations by the Public Uilities Conm ssion and
the applicants. And then we will nove to the public
comrent and question portion of the hearing.

| do have a list of those individuals --
it looks Ili ke there are a couple of individuals who
have indicated that they would |ike to speak. |
wll call individuals fromthe list first, and then
open it up, if there's anyone who did not put their
nane on the list but, in the course of the
presentation, changed their m nd.

As | nentioned, this is a public hearing.

This is part of the fact-gathering process. It is
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an inportant part of the process. The views of the
public and affected individuals are inportant to ne,
they're inportant to the Conm ssion, and so | do
thank you all for taking the tine to participate
today. And | do encourage you, if you would |iKke,
to make a comment or ask a question when the tine
cones to do so.

Your views are considered; they are
considered by ne. Utimately, after the evidentiary
hearing, | will make a report that includes Findings
of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a recomrendati on.
And that goes to the Public Utilities Conm ssion,
who t hen makes the final decision. And they also
consi der the public conment and what happens in
t hese hearings. So thank you very nuch for being
here today.

And so, with that, 1'd like, | guess, the
panelists -- 1'll have everyone introduce thensel ves
as we go through the presentations, but | think that
per haps, for the court reporter, it would be hel pful
if we all go through and have you state and spell
your nanmes now. So | wll pass the m crophone down
to M. Hicks to start that process.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS. Yes. Thank you, Judge.

My nane is Logan Hicks. |'mthe
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envi ronnental review nmanager for the Public
Uilities Conm ssion.

MR, CEZAR PANAI T: Good eveni ng,
everyone. M/ nane is Cezar Panait. |'m an engi neer
working with the Public Utilities Conmm ssion, and
' mthe anal yst assigned to work on this
appl i cation.

MR. ADAM GRACI A: (CGood eveni ng, everyone.
My nanme is Adam Gacia. |'ma project director with
Next Era Energy Resources, and the project devel oper
for the Benton Sol ar project.

M5. CLAI RE W LLI AMVS: Hel | o. My nane is
Claire Wllianms, Cl-a-i-r-e Wi-Il-l-i-a-ms. | am

wth Stinson, LLP, outside | egal counsel for Benton

Sol ar .
JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you very much.
And now we wll start with sone
presentations. And we wll start with the staff

wth the Public Utilities Conm ssion.
MR. CEZAR PANAIT: Thank you, Your Honor.
| want to thank everyone for taking the
time to cone out here tonight. Again, |I'm Cezar
Panait, M nnesota Public Utilities Comm ssion staff.
I|*'mnot a Conm ssioner. |I'mjust a staffer, an

engineer. And | was assigned to work on the
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application for the Benton Solar project -- |I'mone
of the people who work on this project -- and |
would |ike to draw your attention to this overview
of the tineline.

Wien an application is submtted to the
Conmmi ssion, it goes through various phases. And |
wll not read every one of these, but these are the
m | estones of the applications. And we are talking
about two applications here. There's a joint site
permt application for the solar project, the
battery storage project together, a joint
application; and then we have a route perm-t
application that was submtted all at the sane tine.

And you can see, fromthe table here, the
applications were accepted -- deened conplete by the
Conmmi ssion back in Decenber, and then we had a
series of two public information neetings in
January; one of themin this room one of them
virtual .

My col | eague here fromthe forner ERA
t hey conpl eted an environnmental review for the
project. There is the date when the docunent was
submtted. And then the bold mlestones are in the
future. W had a public neeting, virtual, | ast

night; we are neeting here tonight.
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And then the comment period wll be
closed -- wll be closing on Septenber the 12th.
And then the judge will be witing the report, and
that's the date for the report to be issued. And
then, finally, the Conmission will nmeet one nore
time in an open neeting to deliberate and deci de on
what to do with the permt applications.

These are sone of the summary of the
consi derations by statute and rule. The Conmm ssi on,
as a body, and the individual Conm ssioners, they
are all looking to see if the application nmeets the
requirements as -- as prescribed in -- in the | aw
And these are sone of the factors that the

Conmmi ssi oners | ook at when determ ning or deciding

if this permt should be granted, the -- the permt.
And so the -- sone of the considerations |listed here
address the -- whether the project, as a whole, wll

affect the resources and what kind of environnental
I npacts does it have, and how can -- those inpacts
can be avoi ded or mtigated.

Human settlement is also at the forefront
of the Comm ssi oners when they deci de whether this
proj ect should be approved. And -- and down the
list, whether the project is cost-effective to neet

t he power supply for the state and for the region.
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So sone of the factors listed here are
specifically to the site permt, but they still
happen to be very simlar, if not the sane, for the
route permt, the transmssion |line associated with
the project. So the same information is found in
both the route and site in terns of considerations.

| nmentioned about the commrent period.

And Septenber 12th seens to be |like a very soon
date, but every tine we issue a notice for the
public hearing, such as the notice that |I'm assum ng
nost people received in the mail, the comment period
actually starts fromthe day the notice is issued,
whi ch was back on August 4th. So that coment

peri od goes until Septenber 12th.

And we |ist here the three options that
peopl e can use to provide comments. And one woul d
be accessing via online, providing a public comment
using the Comm ssion's website, which is set out for
that -- for that purpose. W also take e-mail ed
coments. And, also, witten -- handwitten or
typed comments can be sent via U S. nail.

And so just sonme -- sone topics of
interest. Wen providing comments for -- for this
project, please keep in mnd that sone of the

overarching questions that the Comm ssion is | ooking
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to get answers on are listed in the notice and they
are listed on this slide here, and -- mainly whet her
t he Comm ssion should issue a site permt for the
proposed project, for the battery storage portion of
t he project, whether the Comm ssion should issue a
route permt. And if granted -- if the Comm ssion
deci des to go ahead and i ssue permts, under these
additional conditions or requirenents that can be
included in the -- in the permts to address
speci fic concerns.

And then we have sone additi onal
informati on avail abl e for anybody who would like to
access that, either by reading the Conm ssion -- by

accessi ng the Conmm ssion's eDocket system which is

an electronic filing system And once you are on
the -- on the | andi ng page, you can narrow your
search by specific -- by docket nunmbers. And we

have three docket nunbers; the judge read them The
first one pertains to the solar part of the project,
the second one pertains to the battery storage, and
the third one pertains to the transm ssion |ine.

If you would like to receive further
notifications and i nformati on about when -- when
vari ous docunents are being filed, you can subscri be

to any or all of these dockets, and every tine there
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is a docunent filed by anybody -- it doesn't have to
be by you -- you wll get a notification. And then
you click on that, and then it opens it up so you
can see what the new docunent that was filed is
about .

Wth that, | amgoing to pass it to ny
col | eague, Logan.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you, Cezar.

Yeah. So as | said earlier, ny nanme is
Logan Hicks. |I'mthe environnental review nanager.
And ny main task on this project was to create
this -- this binder here, the environnental
assessnent. | have this one, and there's anot her
copy upfront for anybody to peruse.

So the environnental assessnent is a
docunent that puts together a |list of possible
i npacts and mtigations, both in terns of human and
environnental inpacts, that the project may cause if
it were to be permtted and built.

So it's an extensive viewinto all the
different factors of -- which we collected from you
fol ks back in January, when we had our scoping
nmeeting. W cane out here -- and | recogni ze sone
of you. W |learned, you know, the things that were

i mportant to you, the things to kind of focus on,
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and we touched on all those inside the environnental
assessnent.

It's available for you guys to read.
There's a few different places that it is avail able.
Mainly, there's a couple websites that you can go to
t hat Cezar --

The next one real quick. Thank you.

So there's these couple websites here.
And if you go to there, it's available digitally.

If you are nore of a hard copy person, you can
actually go to the Great Ri ver Regional Library in
St. Coud, and there is a hard copy there. As | --
and if you are absolutely -- you can't make it out
to the library and, you know, you want a hard copy,
anyway, shoot ne an e-mail right there,

| ogan. m hi cks@tate. m.us. Shoot that to ne, and |
can try to get you guys a hard copy.

If you have any comments on the EA
itself, you know, you can send that to ne or Cezar,
or you can use any of the nethods that he tal ked
about earlier in that open coment period slide.
Just make sure you get themto us by Septenber 12th.
So if you read through it and you notice that we
didn't catch sonething or sonething wasn't correct,

anything like that, feel free to |l et us know, and we
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wll definitely ook into that.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: And our infornmation is
listed on this page here. So | am Cezar and Logan
is down here, so please use any of these neans to
contact us if you have questions about the process.
And Logan -- process and al so environnment al
docunent. Thank you.

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Thanks, Cezar.

Again, ny nane is Adam G acia. |'ma
proj ect director of NextEra Energy Resources and the
proj ect devel oper for Benton Sol ar.

Next slide, please.

This is an overvi ew of what we're going
to cover tonight in our presentation. Again, |I'm
going to give you an introduction to who we are as
the applicant, as well as an overall project
overview -- looking at the tineline, the benefits to
the project. W'Ill have a map of the prelimnary
site plan for the solar project, the storage
project, and transm ssion line, as wll as a few
nore specific slides on each aspect of the project.
Lastly, we'll cover stakehol der outreach to date, as
well as a brief overview of the construction
tinmeline.

So Benton Solar, LLC, is a wholly-owned,
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i ndirect subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources,
LLC. NextEra Energy Resources, or NEER, is the
worl d's | argest generator of renewable energy from
the wind and the sun, and the industry | eader in
battery storage.

The Benton Sol ar project will be owned
and operated by NEER, so for the life of the
project, we'll have two to three full-time NextEra
Ener gy Resources enpl oyees operating the project.

The next slide, please.

So the Benton Sol ar project is |ocated in
Bent on County, M nnesota -- specifically, entirely
wthin Mnden Township -- and is conprised of three
mai n conmponents. First is the solar project. The
solar project will generate 100 nmegawatts of cl ean,
renewabl e energy usi ng photovoltaic panels. The
battery project is a 100-negawatt, four-hour energy
storage system which will store 400 negawatts of
renewabl e energy generated by the solar project, as
well as being able to charge and di scharge to the
grid.

The solar and the battery project wll
share a one-half mle, 115-kilovolt transm ssion
line, which will connect to these projects through

the grid at the Great R ver Energy Benton County
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substation. This transm ssion line is |ocated
entirely on private easenents, so in the area
directly north of that El k R ver brand-new
substation is where our transmssion line will go.
And, again, we'll show that on our map.

Here's an indication of the overall very
hi gh-l evel project tineline. So we submtted our
application | ast Septenber. It was deened conpl ete
in Decenber of |last year. Qur next major mlestone
is to conplete procuring our major equi pnent, which
we expect to be done by the end of this year. And
then we'll receive a decision fromthe Public
Utilities Comm ssion on our permt application in
Decenber of this year. Pending a favorable
decision, we intend to start construction in the
spring of 2026, with an in-service date at the end
of the year of 2027.

So this project wll bring a w de range
of benefits to Benton County. So it represents
approximately a $300 mllion investnent in the
county for the construction of these projects.
Duri ng construction, we expect it to be 150 to 300
tenporary construction jobs, and that's from 2026
t hrough 2027. And as | nentioned before, once the

project is operational, we expect to have two to
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three full-tinme operational jobs for operations and
mai nt enance of the facility.

During the tenporary construction period,
we see -- we expect to see increased economc
activity for |ocal businesses, hotels, dining,
grocery stores, et cetera, during the construction
period but also through the life of the project,
again, stemmng fromthose full-tinme jobs that this
project will be creating.

There's al so ongoi ng conpensati on for
participating | andowners. But there are benefits
that go beyond that as well; specifically, an annual
reduction tax that the Benton Sol ar project wll pay
to Benton County and to M nden Township. W
antici pate about $200,000 a year will be paid to
Bent on County, and $50, 000 per year paid to M nden
Townshi p. This is based on the M nnesota Depart nent
of Revenue sol ar production tax, and they dictate
t hat breakdown of 80 percent going to the county and
20 percent going to the township.

The battery storage al so provides grid
stability and reliability, so we'll touch on that a
little bit nore when we cover the battery storage
portion of the project. And then |ast, but not

| east, this project will continue to nake charitable
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contributions to | ocal organi zations and conti nue to
be a part of the community -- sonething that we
pride ourselves in at NextEra Energy Resources --
sonething we intend to do for the entire life of the
pr oj ect .

So here's a site overview of the solar
project and the storage project on the |left and the
transm ssion line route on the right. Those are
al so blown up on the tripods there in the corner of
t he room

So the solar project -- the project
boundary, in yellow, cones to approxinately 950
acres, 600 of which will be used for sol ar panel s,
access roads, and the coll ector substation. On the
right, this shows our transm ssion |ine going from
the project's collector substation to Geat R ver
Energy Benton County substation. For reference,
this substation is just north of the Territory Colf
d ub.

Next slide, please.

So for alittle nore informati on on the
solar project, as | nentioned before, it wll
generate 100 negawatts of clean, renewabl e energy,
utilizing approximately 600 acres. The sol ar

project will utilize a tracking rack system neani ng

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar, LLC - 23-423 24-283 23-425 - Sauk Rapids - 8-27-25 19

that the angle of the solar panels wll change
t hroughout the day as the angle of the sun changes
to maxi m ze the efficiency of the system

The entire project will be connected via
buried 34.5-kilovolt collection |lines. These |ines
will carry power fromeach individual -- or each
part of the array to the project's coll ector
substation. The collector substation will then step
up the power from34.5 kilovolts to 115 kil ovolts,
to then go through the transm ssion |ine.

As | said, the transmission line will be
a half-mle, 115-kilovolt line, taking power -- the
power fromthe solar and storage project to the grid
via Benton County -- via Great River Energy Benton
County substati on.

The project will use single-circuit
nonopol e transm ssion structures and the structure
heights may vary, based on the terrain. However, we
antici pate between 55 and 95 feet for the
transm ssi on pol es.

Next slide, please.

The battery energy storage system it
wll -- it helps optimze the way the power grid
delivers electricity to custoners, so it provides

benefits to the project and to the electrical grid
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as a whole. So primarily, for the grid, it cones
through grid stabilization, snoothing out
fluctuations in frequency and vol tage, reducing
energy | osses and waste.

And then, for the solar project, it
extends the hours that a renewabl e energy project
can put energy on to the grid. So when the sun
isn't shining, energy that was stored by the battery
storage project can be discharged on to the grid.

The safety of our enployees, nei ghbors,
and the public is our highest priority when we are
desi gni ng, constructing, and operating these
systens, and this begins with preparation from day
one. So it starts with our rigorous industry
testing and -- and safety system design prior to
even procuring the equipnent and installing it. And
t hen, throughout the life of the project, ongoing
t enper at ur e nanagenent, detection, and nonitoring,
24/ 7, from our renote operations control center. So
we have constant indications of the battery energy
storage system and the solar project to ensure it is
operating correctly and safely.

And | ast, but not |east, engaging first
responders. So Benton Solar is commtted to working

wth first responders through Benton County,
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specifically, the energency nmanagenent departnment,
to devel op an energency action plan to clearly
deli neate responsibilities for the safe -- the
conti nued safe operations of the facility.

This slide is focusing on our stakehol der
outreach. So our stakehol der outreach has been
f ocused on advi sing, educating, and consulting wth
| andowners and the comunity. This is a list of
some of the agencies and organi zations that we have
wor ked wi th throughout the course of developing this
project. A lot of them are Benton County
organi zati ons, state organizations, as well as a
community open house prior to submtting our
application | ast year.

If the project is approved by the
M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion, as |
menti oned before, we anticipate starting
construction in the spring of 2026. So this wll
start with our civil and site preparation, so
essentially grading work throughout the site. This
wll be followed by our foundation installation, so
concrete for the substation and transm ssion |ine
structures, followed by structural and equi pnent
install ation, so our solar panels, inverters, and

battery energy storage containers. And then cable
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and electrical installation, being the buried

34.5-kilovolt collection lines that | nentioned
earlier.

Lastly, we'll go through our testing and
comm ssioning activities -- this will be in the
second half of 2027 -- to test and comm ssion the

project, and be fully operational by the end of the
year 2027. Al disturbed areas during construction
will be restored and reclaimed, as well as any
roads. Al roads will be restored to their
preconstruction condition. So we are working with
Benton County on a road use agreenent that wll --
it clearly delineates the responsibilities of Benton
Solar to repair any roads that are inpacted by
construction activities.

l'd like to introduce our panel of
subject matter experts that we have today to help
answer any and all questions that you may have. |If
you all don't mnd just standing up as | go down the
list.

So Cody MacDonald is our expert on all
envi ronnental natters. Anthony Bass is our
engi neering construction project manager. And then
Ashl ey Nunez is our battery safety fire expert.

And | want to thank you all for your tine
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tonight. W |look forward to continuing to work with
you all to develop this project, which again w ||
deliver a suite of benefits to the |ocal community.
Again, this is a significant capital investnent in
Bent on County and M nden Townshi p of over $300
mllion, along wth that ongoi ng sol ar production
tax that we will pay; $200,000 to Benton County,
$50, 000 annually to M nden Township. It also

provi des environnental benefits of clean energy and
hel ping the state drive towards their carbon-free
goals by 2040. And we intend to continue this
conmmuni ty engagenent and support.

So | ooking forward, again, to conti nui ng
to work with you all through the devel opnent,
construction, and operations of this project. Thank
you.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: We are now going to nove

into the public comment and question portion of the

hearing. | would encourage anyone who would like to
make a comment, to do so. W do have -- and | w |l
have them put up before we | eave today -- the
ability to receive witten coments. |If that is --

if it is nore confortable for you to nake a witten
comment, that's absolutely fine. Al coments are

given the sanme wei ght, regardl ess of what format
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they are made in. So if you are -- would like to
speak tonight, that's wonderful, and I would
encourage you to do that. | know not everyone is
confortable speaking in front of a group, so if you
are not, please do, then, nmake your voice heard via
a witten comment.

It is very inportant that if you would
li ke to nake a comment, that you do so by 4:30 on
Septenber the 12th. So if you plan on mailing in a
coment, please leave tine for it to come in the
mail. |If you're going to do it via e-mail, do it
before 4:30 on the 12th so that they can be

considered as part of the record in the case.

What |'mgoing to do, first, is to cal
individuals up fromthe list. |1'd just ask that you
come up to the podium |[|I'mgoing to have the

m crophone up there for you. Just state and spell
your nane so that the court reporter has it correct
in the record. |If | butcher your nane, | just
apol ogi ze in advance. |I'll do the best | can wth
the handwiting and ny attenpts at correct
pronunci ation. So, again, if | butcher your nane,
very uni ntentional .

After those individuals who have signed

up are given a chance to speak, | wll see if
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there's anyone el se who would |i ke to nmake a conmment
or ask a question.

| do ask that you keep your comments and
questions short and succinct, limted to five
m nutes. |f you have sonething el se you would I|ike
to say, | wll cone back to you after everyone has
had the opportunity to speak. | just want to nake
sure that everyone gets a chance. And then if there
are additional thoughts, we can cone back to you.

So with that, I will just ask that the
m cr ophone get put on the table, and I will use ny
best judge voice to call you up.

So our first conmmenter is Junior

Gei sl i nger.

MR, JUNI OR CEI SLI NGER: Thank you, Judge
McKenzi e.

My nane is Junior GCeislinger,
J-u-n-i-o-r, CGeislinger, Ge-i-s-l-i-n-g-e-r.

Good evening. | ama representative wth
the I nternational Union of Operating Engi neers-Local
49 in this area. Qur office is right down in
St. Augusta here. W are conposed of over 15,000
menbers across M nnesota, North Dakota, and South
Dakota, nore than 1,400 of which |live within Benton

or one of its adjacent counties.
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Many of our nenbers nmake their |iving by
bui | di ng and mai ntai ni ng M nnesota's energy
i nfrastructure, which include a w de range of
generation sources, including coal, natural gas,
nucl ear, wind farns, and solar projects such as the
one we are discussing tonight.

As we transition our electric systeminto
nore renewabl e generati on assets |i ke wnd and
solar, it is inportant that we maintain the high job
standards the energy industry has traditionally had
for construction workers, both in conpensation and
the quality of work perforned.

In Mnnesota, we are fortunate to have
cultivated an extensive, diverse, and highly skilled
energy infrastructure construction workforce over
t he past few decades. Utilizing these tradesnen and
tradeswonen to build a project like this one ensures
that the project socioecononm c benefits remain in
the community and offers the additional benefit that
they are building a project that wll provide cl ean
and safe power to their conmmunity.

We appreciate Benton Sol ar's conmm t nent
to use local |abor on this project, which is
estimated to create between 150 to 300 construction

jobs, like it was nentioned prior. W also
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appreciate their commtnent to use Anerican-nade
sol ar products. W ask the Comm ssion to grant the
site permts and route permt for the proposed
project. W strongly support this project and | ook
forward to continued invol venent in this docket.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak
t oni ght .

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you for your
partici pati on.

The next comrenter | have is Kurt
Adel man.

MR KURT ADELNMAN: Hi . ' m Kurt Adel man.
It's K-u-r-t A-d-e-I-ma-n. And |I'm a | andowner
that has property that's in this project.

Jake Bauerly wasn't able to attend this
eveni ng, so he asked ne, on his behalf, to read a
letter that he has put together. So Jake's nane is
J-a-k-e, and his last nane is Bauerly,
B-a-u-e-r-1-y.

So the subject is this docket for the
sol ar project, the battery storage, and the
transm ssion lines. It says: M. Hicks, | am
witing to express ny strong support for the Benton
Sol ar Energy Center Project proposed by NextEra

Energy Resources. | ama | andowner participating in
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this initiative and | have a vested interest inits
success. But this success is certainly not just a
personal gain, but for the broader econonic

wel | - bei ng of Benton County. As a lifelong

resi dent, busi ness owner, forner county
conm ssi oner, and board nenber of the Benton County
Partnership, this project is well-aligned with the
kind of growth we need in our comunity.

This is nore than just a renewabl e energy
project. It's a major economc investnment, over 300
mllion, that will directly and indirectly benefit
our region through job creation, construction
spendi ng, and |long-term | ease paynents to Benton
County. And in Benton County, which is ranked the
sixth poorest in Mnnesota, this kind of investnent
is not only welcone, it's essential.

The benefits don't stop there. The
project will bring a significant, sustained boost to
our |ocal tax base. The land is currently taxed as
agricultural and wll be reclassified, shifting nore
of the property tax burden to the individual -- from
t he i ndividual residents, expanding the funding for
school s, public safety, and infrastructure. 1In
addition, the solar facility wll pay a production

tax to the county and the townships. This revenues
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that -- wll have additional demand for | ocal
servi ces.

For | andowners like ne, it's a chance to
keep our farns viable for the next generation. And
for the broader community, it's a rare opportunity
to partner with a project that strengthens our
econony, supports our |ocal energy, and pays rea
di vi dends for the decades to cone. Thank you for
consi dering ny perspective.

And just personally on ny behalf, | would
support what Jake is -- is saying here also. | am

also a long-tine Benton County resident and | have a

couple parcels of -- of land that are in this
project also, and it -- it really helps ny farmng
operations. | personally farm several hundred acres

in Benton County, and this really hel ps spread the
risk out for nmy farmng operation, so I'd like to
express that also. Thanks.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: | don't have anyone el se
on the list, but if there is anyone who did not sign
up who would like to speak, please cone up to the
podium or if you have a question, please cone up to
t he podi um

| ' m not seeing anyone. Last call.

MR JEFFREY REED: Hi. M nane is
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Jeffrey Reed, J-e-f-f-r-e-y, Reed, Re-e-d. | live
at 7634 R Mtchel Court Northeast, Sauk Rapids,

M nnesota 56379.

" mone of the honeowners in a

devel opnent adjacent to this property, and there's
several of ny neighbors here tonight. And I think,
gi ven our countl ess conversations and text nessages
and correspondence, we do not support this project.
This certainly inpacts us in -- in our dream of

living out in the country. W have nmany hones

adj acent to this project that are mllions and
mllions of dollars of real estate. To us, that's a
big deal. This is, | think, where many of us plan

to live our entire lives.

So we recogni ze that there is so nmuch
significant capital -- or excuse ne -- private
and -- private and public interest in this project.
We recogni ze that we've -- that it's probably
comng. And so what we're -- what | want to just
express today is that there -- there are others that
are inpacted by this project, and | wanted to speak
up so that you know that there is sonme opposition to
it and -- and how it inpacts us in two ways:
Visually in -- in kind of the feel of the country,

t he beauty of the | andscape being essentially ruined
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or changed. And secondly, we -- we believe, beyond
a reasonabl e doubt, it's affecting all of our
property val ues.

If you were to be | ooking at hones in a
rural community and the nei ghborhood is right across
the street froma huge, huge sol ar project, that
woul d 1 nmpact your decision to buy that property or
not. And | think we can all agree upon that.

So what we're hoping for is that, in
terms of -- from our governnent officials, what ne
and ny famly want is for there to be some good --
good screening in place, which consists of a berm or
an installation of a hill, to shield the sol ar
panel s from our nei ghborhood and -- wth vegetation
planted on top of the hills, whether that's native
tall grasses and -- and even trees. So we're really
hopi ng that that is sonething that our governnent
backs us up on.

And | think, if you do a sinple Google
search of NextEra, they are a $150 billion conpany,
according to Al, so they can afford it and they
can -- they can do that for us. It would nake a
great deal of difference to us in terns of reducing
t he danage to our property's val ue and our

satisfaction wth where we live. Thank you.
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MR. ADAM GRACI A: Yeah, | know there
really wasn't a question there.

Jeffrey, thank you for your comrent.
just want to say |I'm |l ooking forward to ongoi ng
conversations with you and -- and everyone in that
vicinity to nake sure we have a visual screening
plan in place that addresses your concerns.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Are there any ot her
questions or -- | see a hand. Please cone up and
state your nanme for the court reporter.

MR, BRENT CRONQUI ST: Thank you for this
time. M nane is Brent Cronquist, B-r-e-n-t
Cr-o-n-g-u-i-s-t. | reside at 7135 Duel m Road.

| amsharing a |lot of sentinents with
M. Reed. There are several of us nei ghbors that
live in that area for nmuch of the sane reasons --
it's very quiet, it's peaceful -- and we feel that's
goi ng to change.

So sonme of ny concerns are safety.
Short-termis going to be property. Another one is
going to be traffic. 1've already had vehicl es pul
out in front of ne, part of this project, so it is a
concern. Many of the residents that live in that
area have children. 1It's a quiet area. W' ve

already had sem s driving through there. And | know
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they're related to this project, because |'ve seen
t hem dr oppi ng of f equi prent and what not.

Long-termis also going to be, you know,
what inpacts it's going to have on the environnent,
any concerns or issues. Also, the property val ues.
And | again share sentinents.

Can there be ways to bl ock the view of

this? |1've seen it done before. You know, |
wote -- | feel that's howit's going to end up,
need to be done. | understand that deep pockets

usual ly get their way here, whether it's with your
conpany, which | respect. Also, the | andowners, we
know that they're making a ot of -- there's going

to be a lot of incone off of this. Yes, it's going

to be a nice benefit to the county. | get that.
But there's a few of us that |ive close that will be
af f ect ed.

So | just wanted to express ny opinion
and those of other neighbors. Thank you for your
tinme.

JUDGE MCKENZIE: Did | see another hand?
Pl ease cone up.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN: Well, good evening.
And t hank you, Your Honor, for the opportunity to

speak and provide public comment. M nane is Jaclyn
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Litfin; Jaclyn, J-a-c-l-y-n, and Litfin,
L-i-t-f-i-n.

" mhere also as a resident of R Mtchel
Court. That is the -- it's a cul de sac directly
across froma portion of the project.

And | kind of stand before you toni ght as
soneone who has been actively engaged at every
opportunity possible. W've provided public input
t hroughout this entire process, fromthe
envi ronnental screening and working with M. Hi cks.
Qur nei ghborhood and surrounding -- down the street,
we had over 27 signatures on our opposition to the
project within that specific area.

W have sent letters. W have attended
nmeeti ngs. We've gone to our planning comm ssion
nmeeti ngs. We've gone to board neetings. W' ve gone
to our township. And we have had support from our
county board and from our planni ng conm ssi on
|l ocally, and from our |ocal township, in advocating
for us as a community as the nei ghbors of the
pr oj ect .

Thr oughout the process, we've really had
a consistent ask, and it's really just been that
Next Era cone in and be a good nei ghbor to us in our

established community. You know, this is really
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bei ng established in an area that we've built and
nurtured over the years together as a nei ghborhood.
And the character and the quality of life for us is
really inportant.

And, you know, we heard sonebody speak
earlier about a | andowner who has got |land in the
project. And we were sold land fromthe particul ar
| andowner, not being disclosed that this project was
comng into the area. And having known that, we
probably woul d have gone a totally different
direction, if that woul d have been di scl osed to us.

W really have expressed cl ear
opposition, really, just to portions of the project.
We understand -- you know, we're not opposed to
progress and we're not opposed to, you know,
advancenents. But at the sane tine, you know, we've
been living in this area, and -- and we want to be
respectful, but at the sane tine advocate for our
wel | - bei ng, too.

You know, | just really encourage you,
Judge McKenzie, to just kind of consider the |ocal
i nput and our feedback.

And | saw one of the questions in here
was, you know, should the Conm ssion issue a site

permt for the proposed project. And then one of
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the other ones, if granted, what conditions should
be i ncl uded.

| didn't see that before | prepared ny
notes for tonight, but I would just say, you know,
if the project cannot be not put within that 1, 000
feet of where nost of our honmes are, could
requi rements be put in place that require a nuch
stronger screening plan than what we've seen.

Local community solar projects, the
expectations are even far nore higher, and those are
just small projects. So for a big conpany I|ike
this, we would just ask for that. And, really, if
you all could just seriously weigh, for those of us
who live right next door to the project, the burden
t hat that puts on us.

At a recent planning comm ssion that we
were at, NextEra presented a screening plan that
i ncluded four-foot trees around the project. You
know, as a nei ghborhood, we responded very clearly
that that wasn't sufficient. W shared our concerns
regarding the soil conditions, the slow growh rates
of the trees that we've even planted ten -- or
eight, nine -- | don't know how nmany years ago --
that are maybe now reachi ng this high, chall enging

successes With just themmintaining |life and -- and
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being able to make it. It's just a struggle wth
the soil that we have.

Fol | owi ng that, we did have anot her
nmeeting with NextEra, where a four-foot berm was
proposed within the areas across fromour hone to
the project. It's a step in the right direction,
and | thank you for that -- for that piece of it.
But let's be honest, four feet is not going to cover
the mass scale of this agricultural area and the
i ndustrial solar fields that are in that ag area
t hat we noved into.

So we're really asking for a nuch higher
berm sonething that will, very nmuch so, cover the
eight-foot chain link fence with the barb wre
that's going to be on top of it that is now going to
be our view fromour -- all of our w ndows.

The other piece of it is, if you haven't
already taken a | ook at the solar project in
Sher burne County that was placed behind a berm |
encourage you all to please go take a | ook at that
project and -- just so you can see for yourself how
effective the strategy can be when it's done at the
appropriate height. So if that could be a
requirement in the permt, that they really match

the agricultural area, the character of our
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conmuni ty.

And 1'll make it quick, because | know
you said about five mnutes and | don't know how
long | have yet. But the only other piece of it,
really, is, is that, you know, we have covenants in
our nei ghborhood. W nmintain our properties.

W -- you know, certain invasive trees we can't even
have. | nean, there are a |lot of requirenments that
we do as a nei ghborhood. And we just hope NextEra
wll conme in and match that for the property val ues,
as we nenti oned.

| see this as awn, win, win. It's not
going to inpact the farnmer who is selling their |and
into the solar conpany. |It's not going to inpact
t he uni on, you know, by adding a berm It's only
going to help us have | ess negative inpacts at the
| ocal level. So please, you know, we're going to
live beside this for 30 years or nore. And for sone
of our youngest nei ghbors, that's going to bring
theminto their -- into their md-30s, and that's
all they're going to know about the area that they
live in. So just please take us -- take in our
consi derati ons.

And a | asting thought. You know, we

haven't just cone and conpl ai ned. W' ve had nany,
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many interactions -- and |I'm sure Adam can vouch for
that. W' ve been engaged. W renmin consistent.
We' ve been respectful. W've really just advocated
while also bringing forward a | ot of solutions. |
mean, we've volunteered trees and dirt and, |iKke,

nei ghbor hood kids to even water the trees. | nean,
there's so nany sol utions we're hoping that we can
wor k together on, and really asking that -- that
this becones a requirenent and not just an ask. |
think that's what we're | ooking for tonight.

JUDGE MCKENZIE: |Is there a specific
hei ght of the bermthat you have asked for?

M. JACLYN LITFIN. | would say eight
foot. That's what we kind of left wth, because the
one in Sherburne County -- | don't know how to
measure that; |'mnot an engi neer or whatever -- but
if you drive out there and you see that, you
woul dn't even knowit's there. And -- you know, and
that's the part that we're hoping for.

And if the chain link fence and the
panels that full tilt are at least that -- if we
could at | east stand at ground | evel and take
pi ctures in our yard and | ook out and not see that
industrial field in what's now an agricul tural area,

that woul d be our preferred ask.
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Yeah. So eight feet, you know, and --
and that woul d provide year-round screening, and
that's what we're hoping for. W know trees are

going to take decades to screen that project. And,

honestly, for ne -- | nmean, the rest of ny adult
life will be looking at that wall of trees grow. It
won't be until I"mold that those trees wll be high

enough and bi g enough to bl ock the screen.

So, yeah, hoping for a berm W know, in
M nnesota, grasses are going to die off, you know,
in early fall and not energe again until late
spring, so we mght get three nonths of coverage if
we go that route. So at |east the berm woul d be
nore year-round for us, so that's what we're asking
for.

So thank you. I'msorry | ran a little
|l ong here, but that's all | have. Thanks.

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Thank you for your
comment, Jacl yn.

Again, like | just nentioned to Jeffrey,
' m | ooking forward to continuing to work with you.
As | nentioned before, a visual screening plan has
been in our process to this point. W are
eval uati ng ot her heights and -- and vegetati on that

we can put on top of that bermthat we tal ked about
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earlier this week. So, again, | just want to
reiterate, |I'mlooking forward to continuing to work
with you and find a solution that works for all
parties.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: |Is there anyone el se who
has a question or would |li ke to make a comrent ?

MR. PATRICK HERBST: M nane is Patrick
Her bst, P-a-t-r-i-c-k He-r-b-s-t. |1'ma supervisor
in St. George Township, which is right next to --
where R Mtchel Court is actually in. And we
support R Mtchel Court to try to get that berm put
in so they don't have to | ook out the w ndow and see
the solar panels or the fence. They're going to
have to l ook at that fence the whole tine. So we're
trying to -- trying to help themout. But it's up
to the Public Uilities Comm ssion to do that. So
t hank you very nuch.

MS. PAM BENO T: Pam Benoit, P-a-m
B-e-n-o0-i-t, Benton County Comm ssi oner.

We also sent a letter to Public
Uilities, supporting those people in that addition,
trying to get them sone hel p, because, at the county
| evel or the township level, this is not sonething
that we have any say over. It went right through

the state. So we did send a letter of support, in
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support of that berm also, so if that could be put
in there.

| do have a couple questions. |Is this
state or federal funded nobney going towards this --
towards this project?

And then the other thing is, is what do
you currently have in plan for fire prevention out
there? Because we've seen several solar fires in
the M nden Township area. They are not necessarily
Next Era ones, but we've seen several fires that
they've had to get a fire departnent out there.

And then the information on the screen
that says Call For Energency is not current, not up
to date. They can't get ahold of anybody, or
anybody to cut power.

MR. ADAM GRACIA: So for the first
question on federal or state grants, we are not
utilizing federal or state grants to build this
project. The tax -- the production tax that |
mentioned is what Benton Solar is paying to the

county and the township after the project is in

oper ati on.

As for your question on fire safety, we
actually -- we net with the fire chief for the city
of Sauk Rapids -- first, last year, and then again
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earlier this week as well -- to discuss that very
I ssue.

And I will let ny engineering teamtalk
specifically about the fire prevention that you
menti oned. However, | wll say, on the contact
information, that was one thing that we directly
addressed with himas well.

| think one key difference between the

sites that you're referencing and our site is, we

wll have a full-tinme site manager |iving and
working in the community, and that -- their nunber
wll be |listed there, as well as a 24/7 continuously

manned renote operations control center. There wll

be two nunbers listed, and one of themw Il always
be manned and the other one will lead directly to
our | ocal supervisors, so -- we spoke at length with

the fire chief about that earlier today and
expl ai ned t hat.

So in terns of your question on specific,
you know, fire safety neasures, |'ll turn that over
to -- Tony, can you start?

MR, ANTHONY BASS: Sure. Can you guys
hear ne all right?

So, yeah, the fire safety with solar is

obviously top of the mnd. One of the -- or the
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primary conbustible material wthin the site is the
vegetati on, so we strategically choose seed m xes
that don't grow very high so that they can be kept
away fromthe electrical cables and things |ike
that, so...

In addition to that, we will perform
regul ar now ng so we keep everything nice and low to
the ground so that the fire is mtigated that way.
And then, additionally, we put in a fire ring around
the perineter of the site so that if there is a fire
event, it will be limted to that portion of the
array. And then, as Adam nenti oned, we have a
renote operations center. W can shut the site down
renotely if we need to. So conmmuni cati on and
contacting our operations team should never be an
i ssue.

(Court reporter off-record conmment.)

MR. ANTHONY BASS:. Ant hony Bass,
A-n-t-h-o-n-y B-a-s-s.

MS. ASHLEY NUNEZ: Ashl ey Nunez. ' mthe
battery fire safety expert.

So as Adam and Tony both said, we engaged
wth the first responders here locally early on in
the project. W've talked to them previously up to

this point and today. W wll|l engage with them as

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar, LLC - 23-423 24-283 23-425 - Sauk Rapids - 8-27-25 45

the project becones closer. W work together to
build an energency response plan so the fire
fighters, first responders, when they have an
emergency, wll know what to do.

As we tal ked about, the batteries can be
di sconnected renotely. W do not want first
responders engagi ng; there's no need for themto
approach the battery containers. And we allow the
batteries to self-termnate. The first responders
wll be there to maintain the scene and ensure that
the fire doesn't propagate off the property.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Are there any ot her
coments or questions? | see one.

M5. JACLYN LI TFI N: Me agai n.

So we had received a nessage from one of
t he nei ghbors today, so -- unfortunately, today is,
i ke, ninth-grade open house and el enentary school
meet -t he-teacher night, so there's quite a few
nei ghbors that have nessaged.

So one of our nei ghbors had asked if we
could ask this question. Do | need to give their
nane? Wuld you like that?

MR ADAM GRACI A:  Sure.

M5. JACLYN LI TFI N: It's from Lei gh

Rusin, L-e-i-g-h Ru-s-i-n. | don't know her exact
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house nunber, but lives on -- is it 75th Avenue?
Ckay. | see sone of the other nei ghbors saying yes.

So the question that she had was about
the eight-foot fence with the barb wire on the top
that -- the question about that was, there was -- |
t hi nk she was doing sone looking into it. And it
said, on page 11 for the M nnesota DNR, they don't
recommend barb wire because it can injure the
animals but, rather, a high tensile -- if |I'm saying
that right -- snmooth wre.

And so, has there been research into
that? Because | think currently proposed is an
eight-foot fence with barb wire, like two feet of
barb wire, or whatever is in there.

MR, CODY MACDONALD: Cody WMacDonal d,
C-o0-d-y Ma-c-d-o-n-a-1-d.

So the project is actually designed in
exactly -- or consistent with those DNR
recommendati ons and gui del i nes that you just
referenced. The only areas that we're using barb
W re are around substations and -- Anthony, you know
nore -- that's just a safety code reason. But
there's no barb wire used al ong the renai nder of the
f enci ng.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN: Were's the
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subst ati on agai n?

MR. CODY MACDONALD: It is west of the --
El k River near the -- near the existing substation.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Do you want to point it
out on the map?

MR. ADAM GRACIA: |If we could al so pul
up the map on the Power Poi nt and show that as well.

But our substation is in the southwest
portion of the project. So the pink box in the
sout hwest portion of our project is the substation,
so just north of Territory Golf dub, north of G eat
Ri ver Energy's existing substation.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN: And one nore
question. | wasn't going to ask this question,
but -- I don't know if you want ne to take that mc
or not, but...

| wasn't going to ask the question, but I
think I'"mgoing to, because | feel |like nowis ny
opportunity. | know that there has not been a | ot
of research or data, especially on the evol ving
technol ogy that you're using, the new technol ogy,
over 30 years of use, that -- that |ooks at, kind
of, the groundwater. And | think I've asked the
question before just about -- | think I asked the

question before just about water runoff and any
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potential for alumnum |ead, heavy netals, trace
elenents, all those kinds of things, getting into
t he groundwater, wi th the nei ghborhood and the

houses being so close to the project.

|'msure you have -- you know, you have
information on that, and I -- | hear you, that you
say that it's safe, and -- and | want to believe
that, too. But just in the case it's not, |I'm

wondering if there can be sone prudency in doing the
right thing and just -- you know, we were asking for
maybe some baseline well water testing, and then
maybe annual testing thereafter, or even every three
years. You know, just sonething that's doi ng sone
ongoi ng screeni ng, because we really don't know.
And we really -- while we wait to find out over 30
years and hope that there's no harm we don't know
for sure, so just wondering if NextEra could
consi der that and just be prudent in -- and
preventative in protecting the health of those of us
that live right next door and with our wells. So
that's what | wanted to ask. | know there's no data
| ong-term so -- either way.

MR. CODY MACDONALD: Thank you for the
comrent .

The panels that we procure are
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nonhazar dous and pose no health or safety risks to
the public or the environnent. They are nade out of
solid naterials that are readily recovered and
recycled at the end of their useful life. To
provi de nore assurances -- and |I'd have to | ook at
this acronym but all of the panels that we procure
go under a toxicity characteristic |leach -- | eaching
procedure test. This is an EPA test. |I|If you pass
that test, again, the panels are deened
nonhazardous. W are not allowed to procure panels
and i npl ements that don't pass that test.

M. JACLYN LITFIN. Can | respond to that
wth another followup? |Is that okay?

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Briefly.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN: Okay. The only thing
| was going to say is, EPA levels are -- so with EPA
|l evel s, there are levels that are a safe exposure
amount, which we know at that |evel are safe for a
short tinme. But what |I'mlooking at is long-term
exposure. So even though they m ght be | ower than
what the EPA currently recommends, |'mtal king about
year after year after year. And we have children
and babies in developnent. That's ny concern, is
that long-term repetitive exposure to what m ght be

safe levels at a short exposure rate and short-term
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exposures, but not long-term

So thank you for your -- | know -- it's
okay. You don't have to respond. I'mjust -- |I'm
still asking for the testing.

MR, CODY MACDONALD: Can | respond, Your
Honor ?

JUDGE MCKENZI E: You can.

MR, CODY MACDONALD: So the Great Plains
I nstitute does have an ongoi ng study right now, the

M nnesot a Department of Health specifically | ooking

at solar sheds and water quality. | can provide
that resource for you. | also looked; |I didn't find
a ton of literature on it. But | did stunble across

that, so | can point you to that.

But they're actually finding inprovenments
to water quality fromsolar installations,
specifically a utility scale where you are
transitioning the Iland out of cropland that's often
applied wth pesticides and fertilizers on an annual
basis and transitioning to -- back to a native pl ant
community that no | onger receives those fertilizer
and pesticide applications.

And | can, again, point you to that
resource.

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you very much.
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Are there any other questions, conments?

Last call. GCkay. |[|'mnot seeing anyone.

Coul d you put up the slide for witten
comrent information, please.

| do want to genuinely thank each and
every one of you for being here today. | want to
t hank the i ndividuals who spoke. | do very nuch
appreci ate all of your participation, your conments,
your concerns, your questions.

The information on how to nake witten
comments is up on the slide. Again, the deadline
for comments is Septenber the 12th, at 4:30. So |
do encourage you, if you go hone tonight and you
t hi nk of sonething that you wi sh you woul d have
said, please do submt a witten coment, and | w ||
read it.

So with that, we are adjourned. | hope
everyone has a good evening and a safe trip hone.
Thank you.

(Public hearing adjourned at 7:00 p.m)
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