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MR. M KE KALUZNI AK:  Good nor ni ng.

Once again, ny nane is M chael Kal uzni ak,
l'"ma staff person with the M nnesota Public
Uilities Conm ssion.

W' re here to tal k about the Brookings to
Hampt on Transm ssion Line and the Second G rcuit
that wll be placed on it.

This is a public information and
envi ronnental report assessnent scoping neeting and
"1l explain that in a bit.

You'll notice there are two PUC dockets.
The Conmm ssion has two separate proceedi ngs that are
bei ng done jointly here, so there are two approval s
required for the Conm ssion and the reason we have
two docket s.

One is a certificate of need, which
denonstrates the need for the project, obviously.
Whether it's in the consuner and ratepayers' best
interests. And sone of the econonetric eval uations
of the project itself. That's 23-200.

The second one is a mnor alteration
that's required to nodify the existing Brookings to
Hanpton line, and that's a separate docket,
TL-08-1474. We did that in '"09 through '12, |

believe. W were out here having neetings back then
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as wel | .

So, with that, we're neeting tonight, by
the way, online, there's information on those
nmeetings in the notice. |If you didn't get one of
t hese, please pick one up at the table. There is
al so other information and sign-ups for you as well.

We're here to tal k about the proposed
project, what it is, where it's going, what it
entails. And in the process for the review of the
certificate of need application and the route
approval through the Conmi ssion's m nor approval
pr ocess.

More inmportantly, we're here to provide
an opportunity for you to participate in devel opi ng
t he scope of the environnmental report for the
project. The certificate of need nandates that an
environnental report be done to assess the hunman and
envi ronnental inpacts of the project, or the
potential environnental inpacts, | should say. And
then all ow you to comment on the need for it, to
coment on potential inpacts of the proposed
project. And then if you have additional nethods
that m ght be used to minimze, nmtigate, or avoid
potential inpacts, we would |like to hear that as

wel | .
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Again, just to keep things straight, it's
awf ul confusing when you see a |ot of parties
talking. So, again, I"'mwith the Public Uilities
Comm ssion. The Conmi ssion itself is a five-menber
body and I'm a staff person. They neet in public,
we have open neeting |laws, all of our neetings and
materials that they use to base their decision are
filed on our website and there is information in the
noti ce about that as well.

After I'mfinished here shortly, | wll
turn it over to Tim Rogers from Xcel Energy, who
will explain the project in nore detail and provide
sone nore information about what that entails.

After that tinme, Suzanne Steinhauer from
t he Departnent of Comrerce here, the Energy
Envi ronnent al Revi ew and Analysis unit, who is a
sibling agency to the Conm ssion, | guess you' d cal
it, that provides assistance to the Conmm ssion in
terms of environmental reviews and ot her procedural
things with the applications.

After that presentation, Suzanne will be
noderating the Q and A here, so we're happy to have
you cone out and we appreciate any questions you nay
have.

Once again, there are copies of the
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notice and the slides, please take one of those if
you care to. If you aren't on our mailing list, if

you didn't receive a notice in the mail and you'd

like to get future notices, please fill out an
orange card and we'll see that that happens.

Wth that, I'll turn it over to Tim
Roger s.

l"msorry, | have one nore slide here. |
apol ogi ze.

| explained this briefly before so |
won't go through it in too nmuch detail. Again, we
need a certificate of need and a mnor alteration
fromthe Comm ssion, they need to get it fromthe
Conmmi ssion in order to build the project. These are
the laws that are governing the review of the
project itself. The certificate of need is done
under statutes 216B. 243 and M nnesota rul es 7849.
And the mnor alteration, it is a mnor alteration
to the transm ssion |line under M nnesota rule
Chapt er 7850.

As part of that, again, the Comm ssion
has aut hori zed the preparation of an environnent al
report in accordance with accepting the application.

Just a quick rundown of the process that

the Comm ssion will use to evaluate the record and
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make a deci sion on these two requests.

The Conmi ssion received an application
separately from Xcel on behal f of some of the CapX
partners requesting the certificate of need and
m nor alteration. W did have a brief coment
period to see if the application had sufficient
information to proceed with the review. And the
Conmmi ssion did approve that, as well as providing
direction as to the revi ew process goi ng forward.
They all owed a fornmal comrent and reply coment for
the certificate of need, and the m nor alteration
has comments avail able for you as well.

After the environmental report is scoped,
Suzanne and the Departnent of Commerce will issue a
scoping statenent saying that this is what we'll be
| ooking at within the environnental report. And

these are things we won't be |l ooking at. And then

the report wll be devel oped to have that ready.
After that tinme, we'll have another notice that wl|
be going out, we'll probably be back in the sane

spot here or sonewhere close by, to have a public
hearing in front of an admnistrative |law judge with
the court reporter again, a little bit nore fornal,
we enter evidence and things |ike that and devel op

t he record.
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And after that point, the coment period
w il be open until 10 days after the public hearing.
And the administrative |aw judge will probably
provide a report sonetine within the 30- to 60-day
time period. After the ALJ report cones out, | wll
do the Conmm ssion briefing paper, where we review
the entire record, including the comments you nake
here today, in reaching a decision.

So we do appreciate you conm ng out and
taking the tine. And we're happy to answer any
question you nay have.

Thank you.

MR. TI M ROGERS: Thank you, M ke.

H. [|I'mTi mRogers, Manager of Siting
and Land Rights at Xcel Energy.

Yeah, M ke, you could toggle to ny next
slide, if you |like. Mybe a couple in. And | have
my project manager, Tony Wetl and here, helping to
answer any questions that you have.

So Xcel is the |lead applicant on this,
but there are other CapX owners that Mke alluded to
so | needed to acknow edge them

We' re asking approval fromthe Conm ssion
to put a second circuit on the existing structures

that were originally built. So here's a picture you
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can see, on the left-hand side there's the poles
that are ready for this second circuit that was
originally installed, and on the right is kind of
what the structures will look Ilike with that second
circuit install ed.

So a circuit is, w'll have three new
lines or three new conductors on it, so that's why
we have three arms. There's two segnents that we're
asking for approval. There's a western segnent that
goes fromWite, South Dakota to MIroy, M nnesota,
and then an eastern segnent that goes in between the
Hel ena substation to the Hanpton substation. The
total project is about 98 mles | ong.

Ckay. You're toggling the wong way.

There is a segnent in the mddle that is
in purple there that is already built
doubl e-circuit. So back when they installed this
ei ght or nine years ago, the Conm ssion said we were
okay to put the two double-circuits on in that
m ddl e section, but they thought we should cone back
and show the need for when the tine is right to put
on the second circuit on each end. And so what
we're finding right nowis we've got congestion and
so we're having an inability to deliver this

renewabl e power to our customers and so now is the
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time to put on this second circuit.

So the western segnent here is -- you can
see that we've got sonme red spots. W're prinmarily
going to use a bucket truck and a crew to access
some segnents, but for the nbst part we're going to
use a helicopter to string the second circuit so we
won't be building new structures on this western
segnent so the inpacts will be mninal.

Let's see. Qur construction, we're
hopi ng, is Quarter 2 of 2024.

And the eastern segnent here is we do
have a few areas where we wll need to put in sone
new structures. And those areas are where we have
to cut in near Trout Lake substation and by the
Airl ake Airport. W have to kind of rebuild about
11 different structures to keep it |low profile.

For the eastern and the western segnent
all the construction will stay within the existing
easenent so we won't be needi ng new easenents from
| andowner s.

If there are any crop damages during the
construction, we wll reinburse the | andowners for
the | oss of those crops.

| think that's it. Tony, any key itens |

forgot to nmention? |It's a pretty basic project
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her e.

So if there's any questions, | guess we
go to Suzanne for the next part.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER  Good aft ernoon.

Can peopl e hear me?

UNI DENTI FI ED:  Yep.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: | am Suzanne
St ei nhauer with the M nnesota Departnent of Conmmence
Ener gy Environmental Review and Anal ysis unit.

So the Departnent of Commerce has a w de
range of responsibilities. Mst of these are in the
area of consunmer protection. W have an insurance
fraud division. W have wei ghts and neasures, so
that little sticker when you fill up wth gas
show ng it's been through an analysis. And also it
is to act as technical advisors to the Comm ssion
and to provide a neutral third-party anal ysis of
energy facility projects seeking permts fromthe
Conm ssi on.

So | think both M ke and Ti m went over
the review process. It needs a certificate of need
and a minor alteration to the existing transm ssion
route permt.

And for the purposes of the work that |

do, the difference is that the certificate of need
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requires an environnental report, which is a high

| evel review of the potential inpacts for the
project and what mtigation neasures can be taken to
avoid or mnimze those inpacts.

So any infrastructure project, |I'msure
you guys will know, wll have inmpacts. So system
alternatives are reviewed to conpare human and
environnental inpacts to see how they would differ.
And one of the systemalternatives that we'll | ook
at is not building this project, which wll also
have i npacts, they're just different.

So the environnental report describes the
proposed project and systemalternatives. |If you' ve
had an opportunity, it's not necessary, there's a
sanpl e scoping report that sort of identifies
generally. | think of it as a table of contents for
t he environnental report. I1t'll describe the
project, the construction, the type of structures
that wll be used, right-of-way requirenents. And
then it will describe alternatives to the proposed
project and then inpacts and mtigation neasures for
the project as proposed and for the alternatives.

It will also identify strategies to mnimnm ze or
mtigate those i npacts. And those can be fornmalized

in permt conditions for the mnor alteration.
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So there are sone things that we know
we're going to look at. W have -- by |law, we have
to look at inpacts to natural resources, which are
air quality, greenhouse gases, vegetation, wldlife,
wat er resources. W need to |look at inpacts to
human settl enents, noise, aesthetics,
soci oeconom cs, public services, public health and
safety, and then al so | and-based econom cs, which in
this project is going to be nostly, | would imgine
al nost exclusively agricultural, there is not
forestry. So those are the type of inpacts that we
| ook at generally. And the purpose of scoping is to
hone those down to identify projects that are nore
relevant to the project as proposed to identify
t hose i npacts.

There are a couple things that it won't
cover. It won't |ook at negotiation and contents of
easenent agreenents and it won't | ook at
alternatives that weren't specifically identified in
t he scoping decision. So the unique characteristics
help informthat analysis. And to identify, as |
menti oned earlier, potential permt conditions. So
t he comments help us nove fromthe general to the
specific.

So wth that in mnd, the general
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framework in mnd, I'mgoing to turn the mc over
pretty soon for coments and questions. |'d ask
that you try to focus your coments on these areas,
potential inpacts that you' re concerned about and
that you feel the Comm ssion should know nore about
or you want to know nore about. Strategies to
avoid, mnimze or mtigate or other ways the needs
for the project could be net. Unique
characteristics of the proposed route of the
project. Itens that are m ssing or m scharacterized
in the application for the certificate of need and
the mnor alteration for the route permt
application and other project-related issues or
concer ns.

And I"'mgoing to turn this over for
comments in just a mnute.

There is several ways you can get your
comments into the record. For people who want to
speak, we're accepting verbal comments today at this
meeting tonight and at the online neeting and then
tonorrow evening in Marshall

So information is in the notice and it's
in the comment form You can contact ne at any
time, you can give ne a call, you can send nme an

email. But if we talk about it, that's not going to
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be part of the record that the Conm ssion sees when
it's evaluating it. So getting your coments
verbally into the record tonight, and we'll take
witten comments through January 3rd.

If you don't want to speak in front of a
crowd and you would prefer to wite your connents,
that's fine. |If you speak today and have anot her
question, you can send in conments by the 3rd of
January. You can conmment directly online through
the fillable formon our website, on the Comrerce
website. You can mail, fax, or email comments by
January 3rd. There's a comment sheet that you don't
have to use, we provide them because sonetines it's
useful. It has all the contact information and so
if you want to grab one for later, you can do that.

So just a quick rem nder about sort of
the coment etiquette tonight -- this afternoon. |If
you have questions about the project or the review
process, |'d encourage you to ask themtoday. W
have fol ks here who should be able to answer those
questions. |If you are | ooking at issues, we want to
make the report that it has any mtigation neasures.

We have a court reporter here, Janet is
here, and it's really inportant that we have a

record. W are keeping a record of our
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conversation. They can only record one speaker at a
time. We really want to nake sure we have an
accurate record so one person at a tine, please.
Before you start, please take a mnute to state and
spell your nane for the record. And so if you
forget, I'll remnd you, and that's fine.

Please |limt your initial coments to
five mnutes so we nake sure everybody that wants to
say sonething has an opportunity, and then we'l|
circle back. | think there were one or two people
who signed up and I'll start with those people and
t hen open it up.

And then the last thing is, please
mai ntain respect for others here. People can have
di fferences of opinion about the proposed project,

t he Conmmi ssion wants to know that before their
deci sion, and that's why we want to hear from
anyone.

So I'"'mgoing to put the mc over here and
then just ask if you could speak into the mc so we
have an accurate record.

MR. MARK HENRY: Ckay. |I'mpretty |oud,
| don't need a mc, but --

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: It's easier for

the reporter if you have a mc.
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MR. MARK HENRY: | am Mark Henry,
MA-RK HENRY, Castle Rock Townshi p.

First off, I've got a docunent for you
gentlenen. This is an ordinance that we enacted in
2009 in Castle Rock to deal with these kinds of
projects and the effects on our roads. At that
time, | believe CapX took us to court and |ost, so |
woul dn't go down that path again.

All it is is about dealing with road
i ssues, regulating traffic. And | think you're
going to find that a nunber of townships in this
area adopted this. W paid for it, they got it for
free.

So it cones down to routing, usage. You
know, and | don't see it as being as big an i npact
this tinme because we're not dealing with poles and
everything, but still you're going to be asked to
deal with that, okay.

" mone of the other-side-of-the-roaders.
I"mstill trying to figure out how this thing got
t hrough by stealing the townshi ps' right-of-ways.

My townshi p, 1858, for a period of roughly 50 years
after that the roads were put in place through road
orders. And basically what that was was peopl e cane

in and petitioned the board, asked for a road. The
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road -- the township would send a surveyor out, |ay
the road out. There would be a | egal description of
the road. At the end of the day, the people that
gave up easenent for the road, that's what they are,
they're 66-foot right-of-ways, would be recognized
in the road order.

So I'mtrying to figure out -- and the
thing is that, you know, we have say over the | ocal
public utilities, that service, like Xcel. But I'm
trying to figure out howthis thing was able to
attach itself to the road.

| was one of the
ot her-si de-of -the-roaders, nmeaning | wasn't even
part of the process of condemation. They woul d buy
80 feet of right-of-way from ny nei ghbor, they would
mention themin the condemati on, but Mark Henry on
the other side of the road, and there's an easenent
there, but |I'mnot even nentioned. And the |egal
description of the right-of-way is 150 feet. So
they woul d set their power pole just outside of the
easenment, the town's easenent.

They paid for 80 feet of right-of-way,
they woul d incorporate 80 feet of right-of-way they
paid for, but 66 feet that I'll use the termthey

acquired fromthe township. And then I'mone of the
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ot her-si de-of -the-roaders. They took four feet out
of nmy front yard that | never even got paid for. So
| have kind of an issue with all of that. It's not
just nme, it's everybody on this road, all up and
down this road, that's what they did. | still

wonder how t hat was acconplished. W have say over
public utilities in our right-of-way, but we had no
say over this.

| woul d have no issue with this project
if they would have paid for the right-of-way, but
half of you didn't. That's ny -- excuse ne, |'ma
little passionate. That's ny interpretation of it.

By the way, | went and testified to the
PUC about this ten years ago. | could tell the
Judge had a | ot of consternation, but nothing cane
fromit. | guess those are ny prinary connents.

If you need any help with this next year,
| do the road naintenance in the township, and |'m
going to work with you gentl enen, don't get ne
wong. But | do have kind of an issue with the way
this was done originally.

By the way, | sleep 100 feet fromthis
damm thing. And we're being inundated now with
peopl e that want to put up solar panels, recently we

wer e approached about 300-sone acres going into the
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city of Farm ngton so there could be a data shed. |
don't know, that's outside of ny route.

' mdone. Oh, any questions?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

So | have one question for you that's a
techni cal question, and |I think the Comm ssion staff
would |like to respond to sone of your conmments. You
gave M. Rogers a copy of the road --

MR. MARK HENRY: |If you go to our
website, yep, 2009-2.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Do you want t hat
to be part of -- do you want ne to enter that into

t he record?

MR. MARK HENRY: | wanted to bring that
today. It's online if anybody needs to see it. And
all it does is it -- we went through the MN Can

project, and what we ended with is wal ki ng down the
road, people at picnic tables having |unch, people
comng fromevery direction in the town.

So if they need to bring supplies in, we
want to say, okay, use this road only. That sort of
thing. That's all it's about. It's not trying to
i npede themor stop them it's about us trying to
have control. And if we have a road that is

generally maybe a problem the subgrade is not
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really well, we don't want you using that. W just
want you to work with us and be a partner.

The other comments | made are kind of
per sonal .

MR. M KE KALUZNI AK:  Thank you.

| just wanted to point out that the
Conmm ssi on under M nnesota | aw does not have any
i nvol venent with the actual easenents thensel ves and
any condemati on proceedi ngs. The Comm ssion, in
issuing a transmssion line route pernmt, provides a
corridor in which an applicant is entitled to build
the structures thenselves. The final |ocation of
which is sited after the Comm ssion's permt through
consultation with the Departnent of Commerce. So we
don't deal directly with anything related to the
actual adm nistration of the easenents thensel ves.

Thank you.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Now | ' m j ust
going to -- | think we're small enough to go by a
show of hands. |If there is anybody el se who has
comrents or questions, this is a good tine to ask
themand we'll try our best.

MR ED OBRIEN: Hello. I1'mEd OBrien
OB-RI-E-N 24525 Dodd Boul evard.

The transm ssion line wll go right by
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our property. W did get involved wth the easenent
I ssue.

My question, | have two questions. One
isis this an additional 345 thousand watt circuit
on the poles that are 345 thousand watt circuits?
So it's 700, roughly? Correct?

MR TIMROGERS: It's an additional 345
kV circuit. You're correct.

MR. ED O BRIEN: Ckay. Because | know
the permt was for 345, but now they're adding in
anot her 345.

MR TIM ROGERS: Correct.

MR. ED O BRIEN: That was the first
questi on.

Next questi on was occasionally we've had
huge expl osion noise. |Is that created by sonething
wth the power |ines unloading or sonething?
Because it's actually rattled the dishes in ny
w fe's counters. And nobody knows where it's comn ng
from And it seens |like it's when there is
hum dity, because that's the only tinme we hear the
vibration fromthe lines, is when it's |like humd
out and you get sone humm ng through the lines. |Is
that going to be doubl ed al so?

MR, TIM ROGERS: Yeah, we're going to
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| ook into that. In our m nor application, we' ve

| ooked at noise. And there will be -- there are
cal cul ations that show noi se increase. But you're
correct, that the nore humd it is, the nore
crackling that you'll hear.

But | would like you to talk to sone of
our engineers just to understand a little bit nore
about what's going on. Rattling dishes in the
kitchen doesn't sound right. So I think you should
talk with our technical --

MR. ED O BRIEN: Yeah. 'Cause we had
nei ghbors calling, too, saying, hey, what happened,
what was that? And it isn't frequent, don't get ne
wrong, but occasionally it's happened. And it's
l'i ke, what was that? You know, dogs barking in the
garage, |like what the hell, what went on. | was
just curious if that could be comng fromthe |ines.

MR. TI M ROGERS: Yeah. The magnitude,

' mnot sure. But, yep, if you' ve correlated it
wth really humd or a rain weather, yeah, it could
be the line that exhibits that type of situation.
' m not sure about expl osions, though.

MR ED OBRIEN: Well, we've never seen
anything, it's just been the noise.

MS. SHELBI E O BRI EN: And the vi bration.
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MR. ED O BRIEN:. And, again, | thought if
t he nei ghbor was blowing a rock out of a farmfield
or sonet hing, but nobody's done anything like that
i n the nei ghbor hood.

MR TIMROGERS: If it's appropriate, |I'd
like you to talk with sone of our engineers. O we
coul d address that now, but | don't think we're
going to have an answer right now.

MR. ED O BRIEN: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: I f Xcel has
engi neers who you'd like to talk to, I think that's
good, they can |ead you through that. W have the
comment, we'll try to look into that and ask Xcel
for nmore information for that.

MR, TIM ROGERS: And ny engi neer, Ben
Gallay -- conme on up, Ben. Thank you.

MR. BEN GALLEY: Ben Gallay, G A-L-L-A-Y.

So | guess -- so certainly
expl osi on-wi se, there's nothing on the Iine
operating that can cause a concussive force, so
there's nothing that could cause little vibrations,
little rattling noises, the hunm ng noi se you're
hearing. The corona di scharge effect, as Ti mwas
mentioning, is typical. It does fluctuate wth

humdity in the operation of power |lines. But
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that's a 50 Hertz crackling, humm ng noi se that
usual |y dissipates within a few hundred feet of the
power lines. But it certainly can't cause any
novement of objects around.

The net effect of adding the second
circuit, wiwth noise it's not conpletely additive.
When you have a loud noise in the area, they don't
double if you go up say just a few kicks. For
exanmpl e, 40 decibels with what you're hearing today,
it mght go up to 42 or 43 decibels with the second
circuit, they are essentially the sane |evel of
noi se, you just hear it twce, and they can hear
double that. | think that | caught what | heard.

MR- ED OBRIEN: Yeah. And it was nore
of a question if that explosion could have cane from
t he power |ines, you know.

MR. BEN GALLAY: When you first nentioned
it, | thought back when it was originally install ed,
they did use sone expl osive splices and dead end
sl eeves that were used across the line. Those did
cause a force and people were notified when they
were going to happen, et cetera. But that's not an
ongoi ng activity, that was just during the install
of those lines so they could string | onger and

| onger sections so we didn't disturb as many
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property owners. So there's nothing a |line can do
inits operation over the |ast decade that can cause
an expl osi on.

MR ED OBRIEN: So there could be sone
nore just for installation.

MR. BEN GALLAY: | won't conpletely
exclude it because of nmaterials, supplies a decade
ago, they didn't have the sane anmount of the string
W t hout the explosive use. And it's better for
everybody and | ess disturbing so that woul d be the
r eason.

MR. ED O BRI EN: Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER  Any ot her
conmments or questions?

MS. SHELBIE O BRIEN: | guess | do have
one. ' msorry.

" m Shel bie OBrien, that's
S-HEL-B-1-E, then OBrien, OB-RI-E-N

My question, | don't knowif it relates
to here, but | just want to get it in the records.

All the letters say this is being done to
reduce costs. And we've kind of heard the sane
t hing when the poles went in and the lines went in
the first tine, but after they were in we

experienced rate increases on our electric bills.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Information and Scoping Meeting - 12-11-23 27

And so | just want to make sure that when you say
reduce costs, we're not going to see the sane kind
of thing happening again. That's ny only coment.

Thank you.

MR. MARK HENRY: | had one nore question.

Has there been any study on health? |
mean, | sleep next to 345 thousand volts, now we're
going to double that. Wat's the study? | nean, is
that normal ? They won't allow cattle to be
underneath this thing, but | can sleep by it. It's
not just nme, it's everybody on this route. So now
we're going to double this, so what's that effect
going to be?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER  So t hanks. That
is a very valid question that we get all the tine.

Wiat | can -- and | can't definitively
say absolutely not. Wat | can say is that health
I ssues that have been raised for at |east 40 years,
maybe closer to 50, are related to el ectromagnetic
fields. The conductors do generate both electric
fields and nagnetic fields. There have been studies
about health inpacts, both for people who work in
the industry, the linenen, as well as residents
near by.

We do | ook at those studies. They
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haven't been updated for a while because there
hasn't really been any concl usi ve determ nati on of
what the bi ol ogical nechanismis. So there are
health standards that are particularly related to
the people that work with the lines in substations
that are exposed to electricity. There are also
sone sort of general public health standards.

The Conmmi ssion, in their permts, has an
electric field standard. Those are going to be --
all of those will be electric and magnetic fields,
they are going to be much hi gher when you're right
under the line. W are lucky in Mnnesota, | guess,
that we have -- we don't place transm ssion |ines
over people's hones.

So it's a valid question and I"msorry |
can't answer that better.

Xcel, do you want to say anyt hing?

MR TI M ROGERS: Jacques?

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX. So the state of
M nnesota -- Jacques Harvi eux, M nnesota Public
Uilities Conm ssion, public advisor on this
pr oj ect .

There was a work group that was put
together in the early 2000s. And Suzanne nenti oned

that not a | ot of research has been done since that,
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but in the state itself, a work crew was put
together with the Departnment of Health, the Public
Uilities, and the Departnment of Comerce to study
EMF. And like you say, the nbst dangerous it's
going to be would be standing right underneath it.
But at the sane tine, the research that they
conducted found that the -- that any of their
correl ati on was nonconcl usive, they couldn't find an
exact match between anything that was com ng of f EM
and going to the body. The type of electric and
magnetic field that cones out of a transmi ssion |ine
is considered what is call ed nonionizing, but when
x-rayed there is sonething that would be a high
ionizing field, for exanple. So that neans that
under that technicality it is not part of the units.

MS. BARBARA ROUSSEAU. | want to know how
big the circle of inpact.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Coul d you speak
into the mc and please identify yourself for the
reporter so we have a record?

Thank you.

MS. BARBARA ROUSSEAU. Anyway, Barbara
Rousseau, RRO U S-S-E-A-U. Do you need the address,
t 00?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  No.
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M5. BARBARA ROUSSEAU. | was wonderi ng,
you tal k about the npbst effect of standing
underneath. How big is the aura and does it get
doubl e or nore when we're increasing the power?

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: No. And | shoul d
have worded that differently 'cause what | should
have said is the nost anount of EMF that would reach
you upon contact would be if you're standing
underneath the transm ssion line, but it doesn't
mean it's dangerous.

M5. BARBARA ROUSSEAUL But if I live 100
feet -- he's 200 feet, I'm 100 feet, is there still
an i npact?

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: What |I'msaying is
there isn't really any effect.

MS. BARBARA ROUSSEAU. Ckay.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: It dissipates
very rapidly with distance. So the applicants have
nodel ed those electric and magnetic fields, and by
the tine you get to the edge of the right-of-way
that's going to be | ess than your househol d
appl i ances.

MR ED O BRI EN: Ed O Bri en.

| thought of a second question, or a

third question. |I'msorry to bother you again.
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But | know that the |ine, when they got

t he easenent, was 150 feet. And | believe it's 75

feet fromthe pole on each side. And if |'m not
correct -- and this may not be a question you can
answer .

But we have sone trees that are outside
of that 75 feet and we were infornmed that they may
need to do sone renovals. And | said, but it's
outside the 75 feet fromthe center of the pole.
Because | was going to plant sone additional trees
on nmy property, but the answer | got was those trees
that we may have to renove are in what they call the
inmpact line with, you know, they're an i npact
di stance, whatever that is. But nobody could tell
me what is the inpact distance.

So if I"'mgoing to plant a tree 80 feet
or 85 feet fromthe center of the pole, does that
mean soneday they're going to naybe want to cone and
cut that tree down? |I'mjust trying to find out
what that inpact zone is that they' ve never said.

M5. SUZANNE STEINHAUER: So | can try to
answer fromthe aspect of the permt. So the
permt, if the permt is anended, or the permt is
altered as requested by Xcel, it wll identify sort

of the extent of the inpact. W normally think of
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that as being the easenent, that is a | egal
restriction on the land. |If the applicants want to
extend the inpact beyond the easenent, they woul d
need to identify those areas so that they could be
permtted al so.

And | don't know. Does Xcel want to say
anyt hi ng?

MR. TI M ROGERS: Yeah.

Thanks, Ed. |'mnot sure about your
specific situation at your home, but we do have to
consi der these danger trees. So whoever you tal ked
to, it mght be they m ght have been alluding to the
fact that there's a |large tree outside the easenent
that dies and it's at risk of falling into the wres
and then they would have to take that tree. So
that's the situation where soneone nm ght have said
we nmay have to take a tree that's outside the
easenent, it's a tree that risks falling into the
i nes.

And so | don't know if, Chris Berglund,
if you have nmuch nore to add to that.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Cone on up.

MR CHRI S BERGLUND: I'"1'l cone up.

Chris Berglund, B-E-FR-G L-U- N-D, Xcel

Ener gy.
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So essentially what --

So if you're going to plant a new tree,
and let's say the power line is 50 foot away, and
you plant a 100-foot tree, and that can naybe fall
on the line and it's | ooking in bad shape, that
woul d be consi dered a danger tree.

MR ED OBRIEN:. | wouldn't plant in the
area, but if |I'moutside the easenent area, should |
be restricted on what type of tree | plant if |I'm
say, 85 feet fromthe pole?

MR. CHRI S BERG.UND: There is probably no
concern if you're 85 feet fromthe |line, unless
you're going to get a Redwood that grows to 250 feet
tall.

MR ED OBRIEN. Ckay. | just was
curious why they consi der possibly taking some trees
and they were outside, but they didn't, they just
said we may have to. They called it the danger zone
that that tree mght be in. And so what's the
danger zone? They didn't give ne an answer.

MR. CHRI S BERG.UND: Ckay.

MR ED OBRIEN: And it was a mature tree
and they felt it was a hazard.

MR. CHRI S BERGLUND: Ckay. Thanks.

MB. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: O her questi ons,
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comments? Comments, going once? Tw ce? And three

times?

So I'l'l conclude the formal neeting
portion of the formal comment period, but we'll be
around. And | think Xcel will be around if you have

questions pertaining to your particul ar issues, they
are just happy to take those questions, but they
won't be part of the record. And you're welcone to
log on tonight if you think of anything else, and
witten comments are due by January 3rd.

Thank you.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: |If you need a
comment sheet, they're over here.

(Matter concluded at 12:46 p.m)
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