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________________________________

Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON COMMISSION INVESTIGATION 
Issued: September 23, 2024 

 

In the Matter of the Investigation into Transmission-Curtailment Matters, Drivers, and 

Potential Solutions to Limitations Resulting from the Nobles County Substation. 

 

Docket Number: E999/CI-24-316 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) is accepting 

comments to develop the record on transmission-curtailment matters, drivers, and potential 

solutions for limitations resulting from the Nobles substation. The docket is intended to directly 

examine congestion in this portion of the service territory with the potential to facilitate a 

clearer understanding of possible solutions for further consideration. 

 

Comment Period: Initial comment period closes October 23, at 4:30 p.m. 

 Reply comment period closes November 12, at 4:30 p.m. 

  

Please include the docket number in all communications. Comments received after the close of 

the comment period may or may not be considered by the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission (Commission). 

 

Topics for Comment 

1. What are the underlying causes of the stability, thermal, and congestion issues affecting 

the power grid in southwestern Minnesota, and how do these issues impact existing 

renewable energy projects as well as potential new projects in development or 

permitting? 

2. What regional and local transmission studies on reliability and economic market 

congestion have been completed? 

3. What current studies are being conducted by MISO and/or the Minnesota Transmission 

Owners (MTO) and/or others to assess the congestion and curtailment issues affecting 

the grid in southwestern Minnesota, specifically in Nobles County, and what potential 

solutions are being proposed for these limitations? 

4. What is the timeline for completing the studies referenced in question 3? What funding 

source(s) have been identified for completing these studies? 

5. Specifically for Xcel Energy and MTO: What is the status of the initiatives referenced in 

MTO’s March 1, 2024 Reply Comments in Docket# M-23-91: 

http://mn.gov/puc
wseuffer
Seuffert
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a. 2023 MISO Informational Market Congestion Study with an estimated 

completion date of Q3 2024? 

b. Xcel Energy/Electric Power Institute (EPRI) study to take an in-depth look at the 

stability concerns of the area and the possible solutions available to address the 

issues? 

c. MISO Tranche 2 Long Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) projects currently 

being reviewed with an expected approval at the end of 2024 that will increase 

outlet from the Buffalo Ridge area? 

6. What other related issues should the Commission Investigate? 

 

Submit Comments 

Online: mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments 

Email:  consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail: Consumer Affairs Office 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

 

Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited 

circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 

does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. 

 

Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 

are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 

parties, participants, and interested persons are also encouraged to use eFiling: 

mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets and follow the prompts. 

 

Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at 

mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter the year (24) and the docket number (316) 

and select Search. 

 

Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 

matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 

 

Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission 

staff, Cezar Panait, at Cezar.Panait@state.mn.us or 651-201-2207. 

 

 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 

(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 

Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Leesa Norton, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON TRANSMISSION CURTAILMENTS 
 
Docket Number   E999/CI-24-316; E999/M-23-91  
 
Dated this 23rd day of September, 2024 
 
 
 
/s/ Leesa Norton 
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