
Trishe Wind Minnesota, LLC  ∙  5775 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite 700  ∙  St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

 

December 29, 2016 

 

Mr. Scott Ek 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 

 

Re: Response to Information Request 1 

 Trishe Wind Minnesota project 

 Kandiyohi & Meeker Counties, Minnesota 

  

 Docket No. IP 6846/WS-10-798 

 

Dear Mr. Ek: 

 

This letter is submitted in response to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s Information 

Request 1, dated December 23, 2016.  Trishe Wind Minnesota, LLC (TWM) responds as follows: 

 

Requested Information: 

 

“Provide a summary, with photos if available, of construction work performed at the permitted site 

to date, the date on which construction started, and the date on which it ceased.” 

 

TWM Response: 

 

TWM constructed the gravel interconnection substation pad for the project in accordance with 

plans developed by Westwood Professional Services, Inc. (copy attached).  Construction of the 

pad was started on December 17, 2013 and completed on December 20, 2013.  Representative 

photos of the pad are attached.  The pad was constructed entirely within a 1.5 acre parcel acquired 

by TWM from Ralph Behm.  No part of the pad lies on land that is not owned by TWM.  TWM 

intends to incorporate the substation pad into the plans for a future, larger LWECs project it plans 

to pursue within the TWM Site Permit area.  

 

TWM’s predecessor, Lake Country Wind Energy, LLC, constructed two temporary 

meteorological towers on property owned by Wallace Gustafson and Gordon Behm.   

 

The tower on the Gustafson property is a 100 meter lattice tower and is located on the west side of 

135th Street SE about 0.39 mile north of 15th Avenue SE in Section 18 of Township 119N, Range 

34W (UTM: Easting 353577.66, Northing 4997459.34, Zone 15T).   

 

The tower on the Behm property is a 60 meter tip-up tower and is located on the south side of 38th 

Avenue NE, between 165th and 180th Streets NE in Section 34 of Township 120N, Range 33W 

(UTM: Easting 358738, Northing 5002157, Zone 15T).  TWM intends to continue using them to 

collect meteorological data for use in pursuing a Certificate of Need (CON) and Site Permit for a 

new Large Wind Energy Conversion System (LWECS) project of larger size within the TWM Site 
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Permit area.  TWM will continue to maintain valid leases for the two towers as long as they are in 

place and will decommission them if or when they are no longer needed. 

 

Requested Information: 

 

“Detail any grading, foundation installation, electrical installation, or other work conducted at the 

permitted site.” 

 

TWM Response: 

 

As previously stated, grading for the substation pad was completed in accordance with the attached 

Westwood plans.  The meteorological towers were installed without grading.  No other grading 

work has been performed within the TWM Site Permit area.  No turbine foundations or electrical 

infrastructure have been constructed.   

 

The 100 meter meteorological tower is supported by an approximately 4 x 4 foot poured concrete 

foundation and the guy lines are anchored with approximately 2 x 4 foot poured concrete 

“deadheads”.   

 

The 60 meter tower is supported by a metal base plate and the guy lines are anchored with steel 

earth anchors.  The meteorological towers are both powered by batteries and did not require any 

connections to the local electrical power distribution system.   

 

Requested Information:  

 

“Describe any physical changes made to the permitted site, in any manner, including restoration if 

performed.” 

 

TWM Response: 

 

The only physical changes made by TWM within the TWM Site Permit area were for the substation 

pad and temporary meteorological towers, as described in the preceding paragraphs.   

 

Requested Information: 

 

“Detail agreements made with participating landowners, if any.” 

 

TWM Response: 

 

Many leases for the TWM project have expired.  Landowners hosting the meteorological towers 

have been paid in full for 2016 but their leases are expiring.  TWM is currently negotiating new 

leases with those parties, as well as other participating landowners to facilitate preparation of plans 

and permitting materials for a new, larger LWECS project within TWM Site Permit area. 
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 Please let me know if you have any further questions regarding the TWM project.  As I have 

previously mentioned, we will be in touch with Commission staff in the coming months regarding 

future permitting efforts for a larger LWECS project to be proposed within the TWM Site Permit 

Area.  We very much appreciate the Commission’s past cooperation and look forward to future 

work with the Commission, Commission staff and the staff at the Department of Commerce, Office 

of Energy Environmental Review & Analysis.      

 

Sincerely, 

 

Trishe Wind Minnesota, LLC. 

 

 

 
     

Randall Washington 

Managing Director 
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Substation Pad: Northwest Corner Looking Southeast South Edge of Substation Pad: Southwest Corner Looking East

North Edge of Substation Pad: Southeast Corner Looking West  Entrance Drive to Substation Pad w Culvert & RFD Signage 



Trishe Wind Minnesota – Response to MPUC IR #1                                                             Representative Photographs: Met Towers 

ii 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 Meter Lattice Tower – Wallace Gustafson Property 60 Meter Met Tower – Gordon Behm Property 


