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August 11, 2023

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Mr. Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: In the Matter of the Application of Great River Energy for a Route Permit to Rebuild the
Existing 69-kV ST-WW Transmission Line to 115-kV in Stearns County, MN
MPUC Docket No. ET2/TL-22-235

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

Great River Energy has reviewed the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and
Recommendations (“Report”) filed by the Administrative Law Judge on August 4, 2023, in the
above-captioned matter. Great River Energy appreciates the Administrative Law Judge’s
thorough Report and the recommendation that a route permit be issued for the Project. Great
River Energy does not have any exceptions to the Report.

Previously, Great River Energy and the Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental
Review and Analysis (“DOC-EERA”) disagreed regarding whether Condition 6.3 of the Route
Permit (regarding a vegetation management plan) should explicitly acknowledge that landowner
preferences would be part of the vegetation management plan. Great River Energy believed that
Condition 6.3 should specifically recognize that landowner preferences would be included in the
vegetation management plan.' In response, DOC-EERA stated: “EERA believes that building
landowner goals and associated objectives into the VMP allows GRE to meet their goal of
accommodating landowner requests for site restoration along the transmission route while
preserving the technical function of the vegetation management plan.”? In the Report, the
Administrative Law Judge recommended that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(“Commission”) approve Condition 6.3, as written by DOC-EERA, stating: “The Administrative
Law Judge agrees with EERA that landowner preference is appropriate as a vegetation

! Supplemental Direct Testimony of Mark Strohfus, at 5-6 (May 5, 2023); Great River
Energy Comments, at 2-3 (June 6, 2023).

2 DOC-EERA Comments, at 2 (June 16, 2023).
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management plan goal and recommends not including recognition of landowner preferences in
the route permit.””

For the reasons previously explained in this record, Great River Energy continues to believe that
it is important that any vegetation management plan acknowledge and accommodate landowner
preferences.* Because DOC-EERA’s comments and the Report reflect agreement on this point,
Great River Energy believes that the record in this matter is clear that landowner preferences
may be included in the Project’s vegetation management plan and, accordingly, does not submit
exceptions to the Report.

Sincerely,
FREDRIKSON & BYRON, P.A.
s/ Haley Waller Pitts

Haley L. Waller Pitts
Direct Dial: 612.492.7443
Email: hwallerpitts@fredlaw.com

3 Report, at 9 190.

* Supplemental Direct Testimony of Mark Strohfus, at 5-6 (May 5, 2023); Great River
Energy Comments, at 2-3 (June 6, 2023).



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In the Matter of the Application of Great River
Energy for a Route Permit to Rebuild the
Existing 69-kV ST-WW Transmission Line to
115-kV in Stearns County, MN

MPUC Docket No. ET2/TL-22-235

Breann Jurek certifies that on the 11" day of August 2023, she e-filed on behalf of Great
River Energy true and correct copies of the following documents:

1. Great River Energy’s Correspondence concerning Administrative Law Judge’s
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendations; and

2. Certificate of Service.

A copy has also been served on the individuals listed on the attached service list.

Executed on: August 11, 2023 Signed.: /s/ Breann L. Jurek

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
60 South Sixth Street
Suite 1500

Minneapolis, MN 55401
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