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Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND 
AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Issued: April 7th, 2025 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Dairyland Power Cooperative for a Route Permit for the 
Beaver Creek 161-kV Transmission Line in Fillmore County, Minnesota 
 
PUC Docket Number: ET3/TL-24-95 
OAH Docket Number: 23-2500-40403  
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) will hold 
public hearings on Dairyland Power Cooperative’s (Dairyland) application for a  
route permit for the Beaver Creek Transmission Line Project. 
 
The proposed project will be new construction of an approximately 3.5-mile 161 kilovolt (kV) 
high voltage transmission line and associated facilities. The applicant is requesting a 500-foot-
wide proposed route, with some portions consisting of a 1,320-foot-wide route to 
accommodate existing buildings and features. The right of way will be 100-110 ft (50-55ft on 
either side of the centerline) depending on the road right of way it is paralleling.  
 
The proposed project will start at the intersection of the existing 161 kV LQ8A Harmony to 
Beaver Creek transmission line and 171st Avenue in York Township in Fillmore County, 
Minnesota, travel south and cross the Minnesota-Iowa border at the southern border of York 
Township, continue westerly and southerly through Howard County, Iowa and terminate at a 
new proposed 161 kV switchyard to be constructed in Chester Township, Howard County, Iowa. 
The Minnesota portion of the proposed project will be approximately 3.5 miles long and will be 
located entirely in York Township in Fillmore County, Minnesota.  
 
Dairyland will use single-pole steel structures, with pole heights ranging from 75 to 140 feet 
above ground and spans between structures from 300 to 1,000 feet. The proposed project is 
colocated with other road or utility rights-of-way for the entirety of its length. MiEnergy, a 
distribution cooperative serving members in the area, has existing overhead distribution lines 
within the proposed route. Dairyland plans to coordinate with MiEnergy about burying these 
lines where they are overtaken by the proposed project, rather than under build them on the 
new 161 kV structures. 
 

http://mn.gov/puc
wseuffer
Seuffert
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Online Hearing via WebEx 

 
Date: April 22, 2025 
Time: Noon – 3:00 PM 
 
Join by WebEx (Webinar) Link: 
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m3ec5f888205c285eeb88045232086870 
Webinar Number: 2493 312 9099 
Webinar Password: MnPUC! (667820 when dialing from a phone or video system) 
 
Join by Phone: 1-855-282-6330 Toll Free    Access Code: 2493 312 9099 
 
If you are joining the meeting via WebEx and want to ask a question or offer a comment during 
the meeting, use the chat or raised-hand functions to send a message to the meeting 
moderator. If you are joining the meeting by phone, press *3 on your phone. When it is your 
turn to speak, your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to ask questions and provide 
comments.  
 
Additional information and instructions are available at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/ 
 

In-Person Hearing 
 
Date: April 23, 2025 
Time: 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
Location: LeRoy Community Center 
 204 West Main Street 
 LeRoy, MN 55951 
 
If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these hearings, 
please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in 
advance of the meeting. To find out if a hearing is canceled due to bad weather call 1-855-731-
6208 or visit mn.gov/puc.  
 

Public Hearing Information 
 
The public hearings will be presided over by the Honorable Suzanne Todnem, an administrative 
law judge from the Office of Administrative Hearings, who will provide the Commission with 
findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a recommendation. 
 

https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m3ec5f888205c285eeb88045232086870
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/
https://mn.gov/puc/
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The purpose of public hearings is to obtain public input on the proposed project and compile 
the record for Commission consideration in making a final decision on the route permit 
application. Specifically, interested persons will have an opportunity to: (1) ask questions of 
state staff and the applicant; (2) offer oral and written comments on the merits of the project 
and on the environmental assessment; and (3) suggest possible conditions to be considered for 
inclusion in the route permit. 
 
 Comments received at the hearings and during the comment period will be used to 

inform the record and help the Commission make its final decision. 
 The information presented will be the same at all in-person and online hearings. 
 The hearings will end when all attendees have had the opportunity to comment and all 

other business has been concluded, or the scheduled end time of the hearing, 
whichever occurs first. 

 Members of the public may participate without the necessity of intervening as a party; 
representation by legal counsel is permitted but not required. 

 
Comment Period 

 
Written comments will be accepted through May 13, 2025, by 4:30 p.m. Please include the 
docket number (24-95) in all communications. Comments received after the close of the 
comment period may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Topics for Comment 
 
 Should the Commission grant a route permit for the proposed project?  
 If granted, what additional conditions or requirements, if any, should be included in the 

route permit? 
 

Submit Comments 
 
Online  https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments 
Email  consumer.puc@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail Consumer Affairs Office 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

  St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited 
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. 
 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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Environmental Assessment 

 
On April 11, 2025, the Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) will issue an 
environmental assessment (EA) for the project. The purpose of the EA is to provide information 
on potential human and environmental impacts of the project, possible mitigations for 
identified impacts, and evaluation of any alternatives contained in the scoping decision. The EA 
is available on the Department’s website 
(https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/web/project/15707) and on eDockets (see below). Copies 
of the EA are also available at: Spring Valley Public Library, 121 W. Jefferson St., Spring Valley, 
MN 55975. Print copies of the EA are available from the Department upon request; please 
contact Larry Hartman at larry.hartman@state.mn.us or 612-210-4810.  
 

Additional Information 
 
Minnesota Statutes and Rules. This project is being reviewed under 216E and Minnesota Rules 
Chapter 7850. The rules and statutes are available for review at: www.revisor.mn.gov 
 
Review Process. Information on the review processes for certificates of need and site and route 
permits for large electric power facilities is available on the Commission’s website at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/energy-facilities/ 
 
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 
parties, participants, and interested persons are also encouraged to use eFiling: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets and follow the prompts. 
 
Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter the docket (24-95) and select Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 
matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 
participate or change your mailing preference. Email eservice.admin@state.mn.us or call 651-
201-2246 with the docket number (24-95), your name, mailing address, and email address. 
 
Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission 
staff, Craig Janezich at craig.janezich@state.mn.us or 651-201-2203. 
 

mailto:larry.hartman@state.mn.us?subject=Public%20Inquiry%20re:%20Beaver%20Creek%20Transmission%20Line%20Project
http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/energy-facilities/
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:eservice.admin@state.mn.us
mailto:craig.janezich@state.mn.us
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To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 
 
 
 

mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us


PATH: \\MSPE-GIS-FILE\GISPROJ\DAIRYLAND\10311735_BEAVERCREEK\7.2_WIP\MAP_DOCS\DRAFT\RPA_DOCUMENT\RPA_DOCUMENTPRO\RPA_DOCUMENTPRO.APRX  -  USER: JWALTER  -  DATE: 8/20/2024

0 2,000

Feet

17
1s

t 
A

ve

110th St

120th St

18
1s

t 
A

ve

140th St

CSAH 44

State Line Rd

C
S

A
H

 5

16
1s

t 
A

ve

31

18

20

30

19

17

32

29

36

24

25

13

7 8

16

21

28

33

12 9

York Township

Beaver Township

LEGEND

Proposed Route

Proposed ROW

Proposed Alignment

Existing Dairyland 69 kV
Transmission

Existing Dairyland 161 kV
Transmission

State Boundary

Parcels

PLSS Section

Civil Township

Map 1
Project Overview

MINNESOTA

IOWA

Iowa

Minnesota

Wisconsin



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Anne Redmond, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
Docket Number ET3/TL-24-95 
Dated this 7th day of April, 2025 
 
 
 
/s/ Anne Redmond 
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Delivery
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Alternate
Delivery
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View
Trade
Secret

Service List
Name

1 Jaime Arsenault jaime.arsenault@whiteearth-nsn.gov White Earth PO BOX 418
White Earth
MN, 56591
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

2 Kade Ferris kade.ferris@redlakenation.org Red Lake
Region

PO Box 274
Red Lake MN,
56671
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

3 Ashley Harrison ashley.harrison@llojibwe.net Leech Lake
Band of
Ojibwe

190 Sailstar
Dr NW
Cass Lake
MN, 56633
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

4 Rob Hull thpo@grandportage.com Grand
Portage Band
of Ojibwe

PO Box 428
Grand
Portage MN,
55605
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

5 Gina Lemon gina.lemon@llojibwe.net Leech Lake
Band of
Ojibwe

190 Sailstar
Dr NW
Cass Lake
MN, 56633
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

6 Samantha Odegard samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov

PO Box 147
Granite Falls
MN, 56241
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

7 Evan Schroeder evanschroeder@fdlrez.com Fond du Lac
Band of
Superior
Chippewa

1720 Big Lake
Road
Cloquet MN,
55720
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

8 Cheyanne St. John cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com Lower Sioux
Tribal
Community

39527
Reservation
Hwy 1
Morton MN,
56270
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

9 Jaylen Strong jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov Bois Forte
Tribal
Government

1500 Bois
Forte Road
Tower MN,
55790
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

10 Leonard Wabasha leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org Shakopee
Mdewakanton
Sioux
Community

2300 Tiwahe
Circle
Shakopee
MN, 55379
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

11 Noah White noah.white@piic.org Prairie Island
Indian
Community

5636
Sturgeon Lake
Road
Welch MN,
55089
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

12 Mike Wilson mike.wilson@millelacsband.com Mille Lacs
Band of
Ojibwe

43408
Oodena Dr
Onamia MN,
56359
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices



BROTHERS FARMLAND, LP 
301 1ST ST 
MCINTIRE, IA 50455 
 

 MARK  KOENIGS 
2671 480TH ST 
MCINTIRE, IA 50455 
 

 RAYMOND L  PTACEK 
10173 171ST AVE 
LEROY, MN 55951 
 

JUDITH B  EGGERICHS 
11182 10TH ST 
CRESCO, IA 52134 
 

 ALAN W & MARGARET KAYE  NESS 
PO BOX 253 
LEROY, MN 55951 
 

 ANDREW & ADAM  NESS 
11145 171ST AVE 
LEROY, MN 55951 
 

JAMES J  WENDEL 
127 E MERRILL ST 
LIME SPRINGS, IA 52155 
 

 H&M UNDERGROUND SOLUTIONS 
LLC 
1807 1ST AVE SE 
AUSTIN, MN 55912 
 

 ERIC L EASTWOLD REV LIV TRUST 
14867 WACO ST NW 
RAMSEY, MN 55303 
 

DONALD L  NATH 
11951 181ST AVE 
LEROY, MN 55951 
 

 ROBERT  KEIM 
13664 171ST AVE 
SPRING VALLEY, MN 55975 
 

 KENNETH O HALFPAP TESTAMENT 
TRUST 
815 LUICKS LN N APT 7 
BELMOND, IA 50421 
 

GUARDIAN CHARITABLE TRUST 
301 S O'CONNELL ST 
MARSHALL, MN 56258 
 

 CRAIG A & ARDIS  FORLAND 
1003 WEST SECOND ST 
ZUMBROTA, MN 55992 
 

 ROBERT J  THORDSON 
4353 SPORTSMAN RD NE 
WYOMING, MN 55092 
 

BENNIE JOE  VAUGHN 
31862 SHOALWATER DRIVE 
ORANGE BEACH, AL 36561 
 

 LEROY E  JOHNSON 
79801 115TH ST 
LEROY, MN 55951 
 

 JAMES V  EGGERICHS ETAL 
14202 20TH ST 
LIME SPRINGS, IA 52155 
 

TODD O STOCKDALE LIV TRUST 
13411 121ST AVE 
LEROY, MN 55951 
 

 JONATHAN  KEUNE 
21825 25TH ST 
CRESCO, IA 52136 
 

 SFV, LLP 
10640 COUNTY D20 HWY 
ALDEN, IA 50006 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 



 Heather  Broadwater 
Fillmore County Auditor 
101 Filmore Street, PO Box 466 
Preston, MN 55965 
 

  Bobbie Hillery 
Fillmore County Administrator 
101 Filmore Street, PO Box 466 
Preston, MN 55965 
 

  Fred Scheevel 
York Township Clerk 
10844 181st Ave. 
Leroy, MN 55951 
 

 Susan Dahl 
Beaver Township Clerk 
13821 140th St. 
Spring Valley, MN 55975 
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