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AND DEPARTMENT OF COVMERCE

In the Matter of the Joint Application of Summt Lake
Sol ar, LLC, for a Solar Energy CGenerating System Site
Permt and a Battery Energy Storage System Site Permt
for the up to 200 MW Sunmit Lake Solar Facility and the
up to 200 MV Battery Energy Storage Systemin Nobl es
County, M nnesot a.
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MR CRAIG JANEZICH I'Il get started,
it's 6:00 p.m Good evening. |'m Craig Janezi ch,
and I work for the Mnnesota Public Utilities
Commi ssion. W're set to begin the presentation
concerning Summt Lake Solar's -- or LLC s solar and
battery storage application. | want to note we w ||
hold a public neeting in person in Wrthington
tonmorrow eveni ng where we'l|l present the sane
i nformati on provided tonight.

| just want to provide a quick overview
of the neeting. First, we'll give an overview of

the PUC s role in the permtting process. Then, the

applicants will present infornmation on their
project. Followng that, the Departnent of Conmmrerce
wll provide -- provide information on the

envi ronnental review process, and then, finally,
we' |l have opportunities for attendees to ask
questions or make comments pertaining to the project
and the scope of the environnental review

Again, ny nane is Craig Janezich, and |
work for the M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion.
This slide has ny contact information on it. It's
al so avail able on the Internet through the M nnesota
Public Utilities website.

The M nnesota Public Utilities Comm ssion
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I's responsi ble for regul ating investor-owned
utilities to ensure M nnesotans are charged
reasonabl e rates for power. The Commi ssion al so
permts energy generation facilities and

transm ssion lines for construction, and it

regul ates the routing of petrol eum and gas pipelines
in the state.

For the permtting process, Comm ssion
staff will review the evidence in the record,
they' Il analyze the information, and they'l|l make
recomrendations to the five Conm ssioners who have
final say about giving a permt for this project.
Conmm ssioners, after conducting a public process,
including -- like | said, making a public hearing,
will make a final decision. Apologies for that.

Whien the Public Utilities Comm ssion
makes a decision on a site permt, there are several
factors they look at in rule and statute. For those
not seeing it, it's Mnnesota Rule 7850 and it's in
M nnesota Statute 216E.

Ceneral factors considered include to
conserve resources and m nimnm ze environnment al
i npacts; mnimze hunan settl enent and ot her
| and-use conflicts; ensure efficient,

cost-effective, and secure power supply and electric
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transm ssi on.

This is a general slide about the

proposed tineline of the project. As you can see,

we anticipate the environnental review to be

conpl eted on Septenber 19th. After that, we'll hold

a set of public neetings to all ow people to nmake

further comments once we know what the contents of

the environnental review are. That neeting wl|

be

hosted by an Admi nistrative Law Judge who wi || use

the record to make a recommendation to the

Conmmi ssion, and that report will be issued in
Decenber 2025. W anticipate the public hearings
wth the Adm nistrative Law Judge to occur in

Cct ober 2025, and a final decision by the PUC in
January of 2026.

If you want to see the applicant's

proposal and any comments to date, you can do that

t hrough the M nnesota Public Utilities eDockets
website. All you have to do when you get to
eDockets is you enter in the code or the nunber
25-88 or 25-89, and you hit search. And every
comrent, application, everything that is in the
record that the Comm ssioners use to make a
decision -- and for that matter, the ALJ -- w |

i ncl uded on that website.

be
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You're also able to sign up for the
project mailing list. Through the project nailing
list you'll get notices of future neetings and
project mlestones. There's an e-nmil address on
the slide that you can use to sign up. Also, you
could call 651-201-2246. And you'd provide the
Docket Number 25-89 or 25-88, your nane, mailing
address and e-nai|l address, and they'll get you
si gned up.

Last, your other option is to subscribe
to the docket, and you would do that al so through
t he eDockets website. The difference between the
subscription and the project mailing list is anytine
anybody files sonething into the record, you'll get
notification in your e-mail box. So whether it's a
future neeting or a comrent from soneone in the
community or a conment fromthe applicants
t hemsel ves, that wll be on the website. It wll go
to your mail box and pronpt you, too, SO you can
reviewit.

Now, I'lIl hand it off to the applicants
to make their presentation.

MS. ALl A MOHAMVAD: Thank you, Craig.
Yeah, 1'll introduce nyself. So | am Alia Mohammad.

l'ma permtting specialist wwth National Gid
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Renewabl es. |'ve been on the permtting teamfor
two years now. | have with ne online today is Tom
Karas, he is a senior developer. | also have our

attorney, Jereny Duehr, as well from Fredrikson &
Byron. | also have Moni ka Davis, who is from
Merjent, and | have several of ny other teammates on
here as well to hel p support.

Next slide, please.

National Gid Renewabl es and who we are:
So we are headquartered in Bl oom ngton, M nnesot a.
We devel op, construct, own, and operate renewabl e
energy projects, and this ranges from sol ar
facilities, wnd facilities, and energy storage
facilities.

We operate utility-scale projects in
M nnesota, and this includes projects such as Loui se
Solar, Fillnore Solar, and al so our Nordic
Portfolio. W do have operational battery storage
projects as well. Currently we have about
2,900 nmegawatts of solar, w nd, and energy storage
projects. W also have a nulti-gigawatt devel opnent
pi peline, and just for reference, there's about
1,000 -- 1,000 negawatts in a gigawatt. W are al so
farmer friendly and conmmunity driven, and we have

been in rural comunities since 2004.
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Next slide, please.

So we have two -- two different systens
here: W have our 200-negawatt sol ar energy
conversion facilities system and then we have our
200- negawatt battery energy storage system W did
file a joint application for both back in February
of 2025, so this year

So this project is sited in Nobles County
on approximately 1,400 acres. The total acreage is
approxi mately 1,900. There is an interconnection
from our substation to Nobles substation, and that
is about 1,100 feet in length. W do target an
operation date in 2028, and construction can begin
as early as fall of 2027.

Next slide, please.

So here is a figure, overall | ook at our
project site. You can see in that |inme green area,
that is the solar facility, the PV panels. Just
south of the substation is our battery storage area,
and to the right of that is our substation. And
then it's really tiny, but you can see our
transm ssion |ine connecting to our substation to
t he Nobl es substation. And then that dotted |ine
surrounding the PV systemis -- is our security

f ence.
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Next slide, please.

So how energy storage works: This is a
pretty sinplified drawi ng of how it does work, but,
in sunmary, the battery systemtakes energy fromthe
PV panels. It has that optionality to put it -- to
take that energy fromthe panel, store it in the
battery, and then put it on the grid. It also has
that optionality of gaining energy fromthe grid,
and then discharging it back onto the grid. And
they are -- they are really there to conpl enent one
anot her.

Next slide, please.

So there are several different
infrastructure conponents and procedures throughout
the project life cycle. So there will be access and
haul roads for equipnent deliveries. The solar
array wll include a racking systemand the PV
panels. Batteries will be contained in enclosures.
There's an electrical collection system and
inverters. There's also our own project substation
and our own operations and mai nt enance bui | di ng.
Then, after -- once construction is done, we w ||
restore the site to preexisting conditions.

Next slide, please.

And we i ncluded sone pictures on what
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this would ook Iike. So we have access road
construction, the top left there; and then conponent
and equi pnent delivery on the bottomleft on a
flatbed truck. And then we al so have pile
installation, so you can see those steel piles are
driven right into the ground.

Next slide, please.

So here is just an overview of our
el ectrical collection process. The electrical
system coul d either be installed bel owground or it
can be a hybrid of both aboveground and bel ow
ground. So bel ow ground, panels deliver DC power to
the inverters through cabling in a trench, and the
AC collection fromthe inverter skids to the
substation is trenched or plowed.

Aboveground, DC collection is strung
under panels on steel arm cables, which are attached
to the steel piles and routed to the inverters. And
then an AC collection fromthe inverter skids are
then transferred to the substation.

Next slide, please.

So here are sone nore pictures. W have
one in the top |l eft showi ng construction. And then
on the top right there is a basin, and that is

wthin the fenced area. It's used for stormwater
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controls and al so access for vegetation.

Then, in the bottomright there, it's a
little bit nore of an advanced project life of a
solar site since vegetation is established. The
fence there does show, | think, chain |ink and
barbed wire on top, which we won't have on our
facility. W wll actually have a woven fence and
there'll be snoboth wire at the top.

Next slide, please.

So this is areally good illustration of
how vegetation will just inprove fromyear 1 to year
7 throughout the project lifecycle, and this wll
i ncl ude native species and pollinator species of
plants. And one thing to note, this is a fixed
panel systemin this picture, which we will not be
using fixed. The panels will actually be able to
rotate, but | just thought this would be a good
pi cture to show how vegetation wll be established.

Next slide. Thank you.

So we did a visual rendering from
H ghway 266 | ooki ng south. W took the picture back
in, | think, January of this year, so during
w ntertine, and just created a simulation of what
the panels would | ook |ike fromthe road.

Next slide, please.
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So | did include a slide here about
veget ati ve screening. Wat that neans is that we
woul d basically plant shrubs or trees that are
native to the area to basically mnimze any vi sual
i npacts fromthe public to our facility.

Any existing screening will be enhanced,
and we are also designed to -- our site was al so
designed to avoid any tree clearing. But, yes, this
w |l be a case-by-case scenario, so please reach out
to me or Tomif you have any questions.

So we have coordinated with severa
agencies. One nain one to note is that we had our
agricultural inpact mtigation plan. That was
devel oped and approved by the M nnesota Depart nment
of Agriculture. And, yeah, this was -- this was
definitely coordi nated over -- over the tine | ast
year before our subm ssion, and then our subm ssion,
again, was compl eted back in February of 2025, this
year.

Next sli de.

So just some econom c and social benefits
that we ran. Again, we are conmitted to the
community and try to benefit our | andowners and
| ocal governnent and the community. A total

production and tax revenue to | ocal governnments
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annually will be approxi mately $500, 000.

We'll also create jobs during
construction and after construction when the project
is in operation. So 250 jobs during peak
construction, and then three to four full-time jobs
for Summt Lake Solar and one to two full-tinme staff
for Summt Lake BESS.

Next sli de.

And, yeah, if you have any questions at
all, please feel free to reach out to me or to Tom
Qur contact information is on the screen. W'd be
happy to talk with you.

MR. SAM WEAVER: All right. So thank
you, everyone. M nane is Sam | amw th the EERA,
whi ch is Environnental Review and Anal ysis, part of
the Departnent of Commerce. And |I'mjust going to
talk a little bit about, kind of, the purpose of
this neeting, which is to tal k about the scope of
t he environnental assessnent.

Next sli de.

So we, at the EERA, act as technical
advi sors to the Conmission. Qur goal is to provide
a data-driven, objective analysis of the different
potential human and environnental i npacts of

proposed projects. W do not advocate for the
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project. W are not, you know, decidi ng whether or
not this project is going to be built. Qur goal is
just to collect information that can informthe
Conmi ssion, who is making that decision.

Next sli de.

And so the main part of that
envi ronnental review process Is preparing an
envi ronnental assessnent, which is a big
envi ronnent al docunent that anal yzes the potenti al
i npacts of the project and then identifies
strategies to avoid and mtigate any potenti al
I npacts of the project.

Next slide, please.

So your comments today are what actually
help me to focus the EA on the nost rel evant
information that the Conm ssion needs to know to
make an i nfornmed decision. So potential human and
environnental inpacts to be studied, for exanple,
we've gotten comments on potential safety issues, if
the area were to flood; inpacts on property val ues,
i npacts on the aesthetics; things |ike noise, unique
characteristics within the project area that shoul d
be considered, so that fl ooding one; and how t he
project can avoid, mnimze, or mtigate those

potential inpacts. So once we've identified
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potential inpacts, how do we avoid those things from
happening or mnimze the potential for them

And next sli de.

So this is, you know, the nost inportant
part, how you actually get to comment on the scope
of the environnental assessnent. So you can nake
verbal coments at today's online neeting, you can
al so make verbal coments at tonorrow s in-person
nmeeting. You can conpl ete and submt coment sheets
at the in-person neeting tonorrow.

You can comrent online. So if you follow
that link there, that will take you to the eDocket
systemthat Craig tal ked about earlier. You can
al so | eave a comment on our EERA webpage, which is
actually where this link takes you to. You can mil
or e-mail a comment directly to ne instead of going
t hrough that process.

And then the nost inportant part here is
that this conment period ends on June 5th. So
what ever comments you have on inpacts fromthis
project need to be submtted by then in order to
make it into the environnental assessnent.

Next sli de.

All right. And, then, the comenting

etiquette for this. So what we are going to do is
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we are going to have one speaker at a tine. Wen
you start speaking, please state and spell your nanme
for the court reporter. And | actually think that
we m ght have sone nore detailed instructions on how
to do this online. You'll have to raise your hand
in the Webex neeti ng.

And tonight, please |limt your conmments

to afewmnutes in length. W do have a | ot of

attendees. |'m seeing 14 nenbers of the public
here, so we will probably have a | ot of coments and
we only have about two and a half hours left. So

please Iimt your comments to a few m nutes tonight.

Mai ntain respect for others. |It's easier
to get through this and really dive down to the
heart of your question and find sone actionable
itenms that we can work together to address if you
are, you know, being respectful of everyone invol ved
in this process.

And, again, please direct your conmments
and questions to the scope of the environnental
assessnent instead of -- right, you m ght be opposed
to the project, but if you' re opposed to the
project, please give specific inpacts that m ght
occur fromthe project, which helps us informthe

scope of the environnental assessnent.
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Next sli de.

So, again, topics for comment tonight:
What potential human and environnental inpacts of
t he proposed project should be considered? Just
like I was tal ki ng about earlier, we've had
people -- and |I've recogni zed a few nanes in the
att endees toni ght who have comment ed about i npacts
to the | ocal econony, inpacts to property val ues,
i npacts to species potentially, inpacts to wetl ands,
things like that are all very useful. And then if
there are any nethods you want to recommend to
mnimze, mtigate, or avoid potential inpacts of
t he proposed project. And then, finally, are there
any uni que characteristics of the project that
shoul d be considered in the EA

And so, again, that sane etiquette as
before. So here are the directions for how to start
your comment. And | have not run one of these Q and
A sessions before, so ny coll eague fromthe EERA,
Jenna Ness, is going to run this open conmment
peri od.

So you will kind of take the reins here,
the instructions are the screen, right? Press *3 if
you' re on your phone to renove yourself fromthe

queue; *3 wll add yourself to the queue. If you're
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using online, right, raise your hand. Then, if

you' re using the app, use the chat icon and send a
nmessage sayi ng you want to speak. And we will try
to work our way through the queue again. Be
respectful, limt your comments to, you know, three
m nutes or less in | ength.

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH  Ckay. |If anybody is
interested i n speaking, again, via phone, press *3.
I f you' re using Wbex, just go ahead and rai se your
hand using the raise-your-hand function on the
bott om of the Wbex, and we will unnmute you so you
can go ahead and speak.

It looks like currently we don't have
anybody that is wanting to speak as far as | can
see, but we'll give folks a couple of mnutes to
either figure out the technol ogy or maybe devel op
t he courage to ask a question.

And | wll say, again, tonorrow we w |
be there in Worthington in person where people w il
al so have the opportunity to ask questions of the
applicant in person, naybe see sone renderings of
t he project thenselves, or ask the Comm ssion sone
questions as well, as far as what to expect for the
process. And certainly you can al ways subm t

comments in witing if you would -- if you' d prefer.
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Wiay don't | give folks three or
four mnutes here and give them an opportunity to
rai se their hand and/or designate thensel ves as
wanting to speak, and we'll call on them

Sam why don't we go back to the slide so
we can fill sone of that tine here. Go back to the
sl i de about people submtting comments in witing
and how they can go ahead and do that, if you
woul dn't mind. | noved it back to the correct
sli de.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Perfect. Yeah. So if
you would like to submt a comment in witing, you
can go to the EERA website on the Departnent of
Commerce's website. So that is that |link there
where you can comment online, and that will go
straight to ne. And it will be posted to the
proj ect docket at sone point, so that is one avenue
for conmrenti ng.

You can comment directly on the docket
t hrough the eDockets system and then you can al so
mail or e-mail a comment straight to ne. M address
is right there, and then at the bottomis ny e-mil
addr ess.

So, you know, you can send it through the

snail nmail, you can send it to nme straight through
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e-mail. Al of those nethods will get to ne one way
or the other. And like |I said, | recognize a few
names here. | have had conversations and comrents

froma couple attendees, so people are famliar with
how t hi s works.

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH: Yeah. And I'Ill just
add one nore thing, too, for the Conm ssioners and
the ALJ to consider your opinion, it needs to be
part of the record.

MR SAM WEAVER: Um hmm

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH So if you do have
questions or concerns, please, please submt them so
t he Conm ssioners do see them and revi ew t hem when
they are maki ng a deci sion.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Yeah. And then again --

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: CGo ahead.

MR. SAM WEAVER: | was just going to --
the inportance at this stage of the project, right,
not hi ng has been accepted, nothing is set in stone.
This is really the best opportunity for you, as
menbers of the public, to nake sure that we are
aware of the concerns of the comunity where this
project is going, right?

| don't personally live in the project

area. | get to swng by the project area tonorrow.
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| can take a |l ook, | can wal k around, but |'m not
the one who lives in the area. | don't know what
the land is like, you know, really, really well.
You are the people who are famliar with the | ocal
econony, the local culture, the local |andscape, so
this is the best opportunity to hear fromall of
you, and we do val ue your i nput.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Ckay. | still don't
have anybody asking to speak, so | think we'll wap
up here. And just to remnd folks, if you want to
participate or see us in person, we will be there in
Wort hington tonorrow, and that's all | have.

So | do appreciate your tinme and
consi deration and maybe | ook forward to seeing you
t onorrow shoul d you attend. Thank you everybody for
attending. | appreciate your tine. Thank you.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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11:5,18 started (1) 12:3 13:13;19:11;20:10,
showing (1) 31 T trench (1) 15,17
10:23 state (2) 10:13 Webex (3)
shrubs (1) 4:7;16:2 talk (3) trenched (1) 16:6;18:9,11
12:3 statute (2) 13:12,17,18 10:15 webpage (1)
sign (2) 4:18,20 talked (1) truck (1) 15:14
6:1,5 steel (3) 15:13 10:4 website (7)
signed (1) 10:5,17,18 talking (2) try (2) 3:24;5:19,25;6:12,
6:9 still (1) 17:5 12:23;18:3 18;19:13,14
simplified (1) 21:8 target (1) two (5) wetlands (1)
9:3 stone (1) 8:12 7:2;8:2,2,13:6; 17:9
simulation (1) 20:19 tax (1) 16:11 wind (2)
11:23 storage (7) 12:25 7:13,20
site (5) 3:6;7:13,18,20;8:5, |team (1) U wintertime (1)
4:17;8:17;9:23; 19;9:2 71 11:23
11:4;12:7 store (1) teammates (1) Um-hmm (1) wire(2)
sited (1) 9:6 7:6 20:10 11:6,8
8.8 stormwater (1) technical (1) under (1) within (2)
skids (2) 10:25 13:21 10:17 10:25;14:22
10:14,19 straight (3) technology (1) unique (2) work (5)
dide (26) 19:16,21,25 18:16 14:21;17:14 3:3,21;9:3;16:16;
3:22,5:2,6:5,7:8; strategies (1) there'll (1) unmute (1) 18:4
8:1,15;9:1,12,24;10:7, 14:11 11:8 18:11 works (2)
21;11:9,19,25;12:1, | strung (1) thought (1) up (4) 9:2;20:5
20;13:8,20;14:5,13; 10:16 11:17 6:1,5,9;21:10 Worthington (3)
15:3,23;17:1;19:5,7, | studied (1) three(3) use (4) 3:7;18:19;21:12
10 14:18 13:5;18:5;19:1 5:9,23;6:5;18:2 woven (1)
smooth (1) submission (2) throughout (2) used (1) 11:7
11:8 12:17,17 9:14;11:12 10:25 wrap (1)
snail (1) submit (4) timeline (1) useful (1) 21:9
19:25 15:9;18:24;19:12; 5:3 17:10 writing (3)
social (1) 20:12 tiny (1) using (5) 18:25;19:7,12
12:21 submitted (1) 8:21 11:16;18:1,2,9,10
solar (10) 15:21 today (2) Utilities (7) Y
3:5;7:12,17,17,20; submitting (1) 7:2;14:14 3:3,21,24,25;4:2,
8:3,18,9:16;11:4,13:6 | 197 today's (1) 16;5:18 year (6)
Solar's (1) subscribe (1) 15:7 utility-scale (1) 8:7;11:11,11,22;
35 6:10 together (1) 7:15 12:17,19
someone (1) subscription (1) 16:16 years(1)
6:16 6:13 Tom (3) \Y 7:2
south (2) substation (9) 7:2;12:10;13:10
8:19;11:21 8:11,11,19,20,22, tomorrow (6) value (1) 1
speak (5) 23;9:20;10:15,20 3:8;15:10;18:18; 21:7
18:3,12,14;19:4; summary (1) 20:25;21:12,15 values (2) 1(1)
21:9 94 tomorrow's (1) 14:20;17:8 11:11
speaker (1) Summit (3) 15:8 vegetation (4) 1,000 (2)
16:1 3:5,13:6,7 tonight (5) 11:1,4,11,18 7:23,23
speaking (2) supply (1) 3:9;16:7,12;17:2,7 vegetative (1) 1,100 (1)
16:2;18:8 4:25 took (1) 12:2 8:12
specialist (1) support (1) 11:21 verbal (2) 1,400 (1)
6:25 7.7 top (5) 15:7,8 8.9
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SCOPI NG AND | NFORVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 25-89 & 25-88
May 22, 2025 - 6:00 P. M
BEFORE THE OFFI CE OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS5
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Joint Application of
Summt Lake Sol ar, LLC for a Sol ar Energy GCenerating
System Site Permt and a Battery Energy Storage
System Site Permt for the up to 200 MV
Summ t Lake Solar Facility and the up to 200 MWV
Battery Energy Storage Systemin Nobl es

County, M nnesota

MPUC DOCKET NGs. | P-7153/GS-25-89
| P- 7153/ ESS- 25- 88

Hel d at:
Wort hi ngton Event Center
1447 Prairie Drive
Wor t hi ngt on, M nnesot a

STENOGRAPHI C COURT REPORTER: Jonna Schr upp
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APPEARANCES:

ON BEHALF OF GREAT Rl VER ENERGY:

Jereny Duehr

FREDRI KSON & BYRON

Tom Kar as
Al i a Mohanmmad

ON BEHALF OF DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE:

Sam Weaver

ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

Crai g Janezich
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SPEAKERS: PAGE
M. Janezi ch 4
Ms. Mohanmad 6
M. Weaver 12
M. Raines 17
Ms. Stefferud 18
M. Penni ng 23
M. Wenrank 27
Ms. Baumhof ner 38
M. Janes Jones 42
M. Phillip Jones 56
Ms. Fritz 67
M. Runke 76
M. Bur khard 85
Ms. Hal bur 97
Ms. Hender schi edt 104
M. Mtz 108
Ms. Christians 111

WHEREUPCON, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs

were duly had and entered of record, to wt:
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MR. JANEZI CH  Good evening. M nane is
Craig Janezich, and I work with the M nnesota Public
Uilities Conm ssion.

We're here obviously for the Sunmmt Lakes
Sol ar and Battery Storage neeting. W had a virtual
nmeeting yesterday, today we're obviously having this
I n person here.

Just to give you a quick overview of the
agenda today. First, | will take you through the
permtting process fromthe perspective of the
Public UWilities Conm ssion.

Next we'll have a description of the

project fromthe Applicants, and the Departnment of

Commerce will talk about the environnental review
process, and then we'll get into questions and
conment s.

Can everybody hear ne okay?

Qur role at the Commssion is we regul ate
rates of investor owned utilities. W also permt
solar, battery and transm ssion lines, as well as
sone pi pelines.

The permtting, as the Comm ssion staff
we review evidence, build a record and we anal yze
and nake a recommendation to the Comm ssi oners.

The Conm ssioners have the ultimte say
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as to the permt decision. Wen the Comm ssion
makes a decision or what the Applicant is comng to
t he Comm ssion for is what's called a site permt.

Wien the Conm ssion reviews site
applications on the record we | ook at ways to
conserve resources and mnimze environnmenta
I mpacts, mnimze human settlenent and ot her | and
use conflicts and ensure efficient, effective and
secure power supply.

This slide is a general review of the
timeline. Expect the EA, the environnental review,
to be i ssued Septenber 19th. The public hearing
before the ALJ we anticipate to be in October. The
ALJ report wll be issued in Decenber and we
anticipate a final decision fromthe PUC in January
of 2026. Again, that schedule is tentative, it can
change a little bit dependi ng on the business of the
Comm ssi on and what happens during this process.

If you're interested in the full case
record of what the application and what maybe your
nei ghbors are saying, you can | ook at the full case
record, there's a website. Wat you do when you get
to the website is you put in the docket nunber,
that's what we call it, it's either 25-88 or 25-89.

Everything in there that the Conmm ssion uses to nake
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a decisionis in that record, all right. So the
Conmm ssioners can't neet with the Applicants, they
can't neet with anybody. The only thing they can
use to make a decision is what's in the record.

There is the project mailing list. |If
you're interested in finding out when that next
neeting will be, that sort of thing, you would go
ahead and use the project mailing list and sign up.
You can al so subscribe to the record. When you
subscribe to the record, any tinme anybody enters
anything in the record you get notice in your
e-mail, okay. | will warn you, though, typically we
get a lot of comments. So any time anyone submts
anything into the record you'll get an e-nmil, so
just know ng that when you sign up.

Now I'Il turn it over to the Applicants
to discuss their project.

MS. ALI A MOHAMMVAD: Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Alia Mohammad and up here wth
me | have Tom Karas, who is a senior devel oper, and
Jereny Duehr, who is our attorney from Fredri kson
and Byron.

|'"ma permtting specialist. |[|'ve been
on the teamfor two years now, at National Gid

Renewabl es, and | have sone of ny wonderfu
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col |l eagues in the audience as well to help ne with
the Q and A as needed.

So let's junp right in. Wwo are we,
Nati onal Gid Renewabl es, we're headquartered in
Bl oom ngt on, M nnesota. W devel op, construct, own
and operate renewabl e energy projects nati onw de.
We have several projects in Mnnesota al ready and
t hat includes Louise Solar, Fillnore Solar and our
Nordi c portfolio.

We al so have operational battery storage
projects and they have been in operation since 2021.
We have 2,900 negawatts of solar, w nds and energy
storage projects, and also a nulti gi gawatt
pi peline. Just for reference, one gigawatt equals
1, 000 negawatts.

We're also farnmer-friendly,
communi ty-driven, and beneficial for rura
communi ties since 2004. CQur founder of our conpany
was actually a farner.

So we have two technol ogies that we
applied for with the joint application. One is for
a 200-negawatt utilities scale solar energy
conversion facility, and 200 negawatt battery energy
st orage system

So our project is sited in Nobles County
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on approximately 1,400 acres. The total acreage
under |and control is approximtely 1, 900.

We do have an interconnection from Power
substation to Nobl es substation, which is
approxi mately 1,100 feet.

Qur targeted conmmercial operation date is
In 2028 and then construction of our project can
begin as early as fall of 2027.

So I do have a picture of our site design
and | ayouts, and we al so have sone handouts up front
too if you want to take a better |ook. But |I'mjust
going to highlight sone main conponents here, and
that includes our line green area, which is our
sol ar PBRA, and then that blue section right under
Nobl es substation, that will our battery energy
storage system and then to the right of that in
dark blue is our substation, and it wll connect
right to Nobles substation. That dotted |ine across
or around the facility is our security fence.

So how energy storage works. So both the
solar facility and the battery system operate
I ndependently. There is an option of the power from
the solar facility to be stored within the batteries
and then put back on to the grid. The power from

the grid can al so be stored in the batteries and
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distributed back to the grid as needed, but these
two systens are really neant to conpl enent one
anot her.

So | have sone conponents and procedures
that are noted here, throughout the process of
building a solar facility. So that includes access
and haul roads, which invol ves equi pnent delivery,
and then we have our solar array with racking
systens and panels, and then we al so have our
batteries, which are in battery enclosures. W also
have el ectrical collection systens and inverters.

Qur substation, our operations and mai nt enance
bui l ding and then restoration at the end. Once
construction is conplete we wll restore the land to
pre-existing conditions.

So | have sone pictures. |In the upper
| eft hand corner is what access road construction
| ooks |i ke and then the bottomleft hand corner you
can see what equi pnment delivery |l ooks |ike on flat
bed trucks. And then on the right is what piles
bei ng driven into the ground | ook |ike.

So I"'mgoing to explain a little bit
about the electrical collection process. So
electrical collection systemcan either be install ed

bel ow ground or a hybrid of both, above and bel ow
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ground. So bel ow ground, the panels deliver DC
power to the inverters, they're cabling in a trench.
AC col lection froman inverter is then transferred
to the substation, which is trenched or plowed. And
t hen above ground is the DC collection, strung under
panels on steel arns, which are attached to the
piles and routed to assigned inverters, and then the
AC collection fromthe inverters to the substation
on a distribution type pole.

Then | have sone pictures here again, top
left is what construction would | ook |ike. On the
right it's a basin, that's within the area, the
fenced area of the project, and this is for storm
wat er controls and vegetati on managenent access. On
t he bottom here you can see sone vegetation on the
si de between the panels and the fence establi shed.

I will note in this picture the fence is different
fromwhat we're proposing. W're proposing an ag
woven fence that's approximately seven feet hi gh and
then three to four strands of hued wre on top.

Then | have the picture here of what
re-vegetation | ooks |like. So you can see from one
year to year seven it's established pretty well and
I ncl udes native plant and pollinator species. Again

|'mgoing to caveat, the panels show a fixed panel
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and ours wll actually rotate.

So this is a visual rendering that we' ve
created, the view from H ghway 266 | ooki ng sout h.
So we took this picture in winter tine, and as you
can see | ooking south, the highway is at an angl e,
so you're | ooki ng down and you can see the panel s,
that's how far away they are from the hi ghway.

| did want to include a slide here about
veget ati ve screeni ng, so what vegetative screening
is, it's basically |like a buffer between our panels
and nei ghboring residences to help protect them
This wll be inplemented on a case by case basi s,
and any existing screening wll also be enhanced.
So we did site this project, designed to avoid any
tree clearing and existing trees and w ndbr eaks
around residences will be naintained.

So we did list several agency reviews and
coordi nati ons that we've conducted, and this can
al so be reviewed in our application that we
submtted in February 2025. W do have a coupl e
copies up front here, but one of the main ones that
are going to play out is agriculture inpact
m tigation plan, which was devel oped and coordi nat ed
wth the M nnesota Departnent of Agriculture.

Sone econom ¢ and soci al benefits that we
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have, I'mgoing to highlight a few here. So
esti mat ed $500, 000 total production tax revenue to
| ocal governnents annual ly.

Qur project wll also create construction
j obs during construction and al so in operations, so
about three to four full-tinme jobs for Summt Lake
Sol ar and one to two full-time staff for Summt Lake
BESS.

Here is our contact information. So if
you have any questions at all please contact ne or
Tom we'll be happy to answer any of your questions
or provide any information that we can. Thank you.

MR. SAM WEAVER:. Hello. So hi everybody,
ny nane i s Sam Waver, | amw th the Departnment of
Comrerce and so I'mgoing to talk a little bit about
t he reason we're having this neeting, which is to
determ ne the scope of the environnental assessnent
and just the overall environnental review process.

So | work for the EERA, which is the
Ener gy Environnental Review Analysis unit at
Commerce. We act as technical advisors to the
comm ssion. W provide data-driven, objective
anal ysis of the potential inpacts of the proposed
pr oj ect.

We do not advocate for or against
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projects. W aren't here to say, yep, this is a
great project, we should go forward. W are just
here to say this is what they are proposing, these
are the potential inpacts.

Qur goal is to informthe decision nmaking
by the Comm ssion. The Conm ssion are the ones who
are deci ding whether or not the project goes
forward. W want to give themall the information
t hat we possibly can so they can make an i nforned
deci si on.

So to do that we prepare an environnental
assessnent, which is this big docunent, and sone of
you have a docunent in front of you that says what
the scope of this project typically is. So it's an
obj ective analysis of the project, we discuss and
anal yze potential inpacts and then we identify
strategies to avoid or to mtigate those potenti al
I mpacts of the project.

So your comments, and |'ve already
received a nunber of really, really good comments
that are hel pful to ne when |I'"mpreparing this
docunent, are really inportant for making -- for
figuring out what informati on should be included in
t he EA.

So we want to hear fromyou all about the
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potential human and environnental inpacts that we
shoul d study. W want to know about any uni que
characters within the project area that should be
considered. For exanple, M. Pontos submtted a
real ly useful comrent about seasonal fl oodi ng that
happens after |large rain events in one portion of
t he proposed area, and things like that are really
useful for us to consider, right?

Suzanne and |, ny counterpart, drove
around the project area today, but we can't get that
type of long-term| ocal know edge that you all have,
and so that's where you all are really hel pful.

Finally, we |ook at how the project can
avoid, mnimze or mtigate those potential inpacts.

So how can you conmment on this project?
So you can do verbal comments at today's neeting.

We have a speaker sign up list that we wll go

t hrough, so for those of you who signed up, and sone
of you put question nmarks and maybe you won't want
to cone up, but we will run through that speaker
list, and then if you feel conpelled after we have
gone through that list of you people you have every
right to cone up and nake your comments. O you can
conpl ete and submt a comment sheet, we have sone

nore of those on the table. | think pretty nuch
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everyone here has one. You can just wite it down
If you don't want to speak. You can turn it into
me tonight, you can send it to ne in the nmail, you
can also e-mail ne. Al ny contact information is
right up there. So you can e-nmil ne, you can nai

it to nme, give it to nme in person tonight. Those

are all ways you can comment. You can al so coment
directly on the docket online. If you follow that
link it will take you to the project page for this

project on the Comrerce website, you can post your
comrents there too.

The nost inportant part is that that
comment period ends on June 5th. So any comments
that you have, let's say you think of sonething two
days from now that you don't get in tonight, you
have until June 5th to get those coments in. |If
you nmail it by June 5th, it's still valid, as |ong
as it's in the mail.

So getting ready for kind of our Q and A
here, just general etiquette, we're going to have
one person speak at a tine. \Wen you get up to the
m ke pl ease state and spell your nane for the court
reporter so we can accurately enter it into the
record. Please |limt your comments to a few

m nutes. W have a big room of peopl e tonight,
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we've got a substantial sign up list and we want you

to have tinme, but please be respectful of
everybody's tine, we want everyone to comrent who

wants to. So initially we'll limt those coments

to afewmnutes and later on if you want to be able

to cone back up you should be able to.

Pl ease mai ntai n your respect for others,
wait for others in the room W are here to neke
sure that we can get as nuch input as possi bl e,
right. You have that | ocal know edge that we don't

have and that we need to devel op the scope for the

EA and we want to nake sure we hear fromall of you.

So just be respectful of each other's tinme and then
direct your questions and comments to the scope of
t he environnental assessment.

We' ve gotten good specific things on
things |like inpacts to property values, inpacts to
water fow trying to get into slews, wll the solar
panel s i nmpact them specific pointed comments |ike
that are really useful for us. So if you can be as
specific as possible in hel ping us devel op that,
that's what we're | ooking for.

So that is the end of it. And | wll
call up our first speaker, here. W have Marcus

Rai nes. So when you get up here state and spell
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your nane.

MR. MARCUS RAI NES: Nane is Marcus
Rai nes, Ma-r-c-u-s R a-i-n-e-s.

First off, good evening. Thank you very
much to the PUC for hosting this open forumtonight.
Like | stated ny nane is Marcus Rai nes.

As a mllwight 1've had the pleasure of
installing and mai ntai ni ng power generation
equi pnent over the past twelve years of ny career.
Now | have the pleasure of representing 27,000
carpenters, mllwights and pile drivers across the
upper m dwest.

We would |ike to thank National Gid
Renewabl es for their ongoi ng coll aboration,
commtting to paying a prevailing wage to a | ocal,
trained work force that woul d be constructing this
project, ultimately hel ping to provide a quality
installation to mtigate any environnental issues
during the constructi on.

This project would al so provide
soci o-econom ¢ benefits to |local famlies and
M nnesota conmmunities, along with the potential to
recruit new i ndividuals fromthe surroundi ng
communities to begin their apprenticeship prograns

and ultinately a career in construction.
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We | ook forward to noving through this
process, getting a positive environnmental assessnent
and nmaking this project a win for local craftsnen.
Thank you.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Thank you, M. Rai nes.

Next we have, and | apologize if | get
any of these Any Stefferud and there's a question
mar Kk next to your nane.

M5, AMY STEFFERUD: My nane is Any
Stefferud, S-t-e-f-f-e-r-u-d.

My concern is just that we live right on
t he edge of Readi ng and we have property that's,
according to the map, kind of looks like it wll be
for the battery storage things. | don't know |'ve
not been at any of the other neetings, so | guess
l'"mjust here to get information about this. I'm
not sure what the concerns would all be with it or
not, environnental wse, or if there would be a fire
or if there's any | eakage. W do have a |l ow |l ying
area that runs through there that does stand in sone
wat er sonetines. Don't knowif that's going to
create any issues. |I'mjust kind of curious.

That's all.
MR. SAM WEAVER: So to sunmmari ze the

guestion, sorry, can you stay up. Just to
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sunmari ze, so you have concerns with the battery
energy storage systenf

M5. AMY STEFFERUD. Yes.

MR. SAM WEAVER. Regarding fire safety
and subnerging in water.

M5. AMY STEFFERUD: |Is there any noise
with this?

MR. SAM WEAVER: So in the environnent al
assessnent, and so tonight | m ght not necessarily
have the answers for you right, but that's the point
of building out that environnental assessment, is we
wll do things like noise studies, we wll have
information in the safety secti on about what happens
when a unit m ght be subnerged.

Fire is a pretty persistent issue for
BESS units, and to ny know edge the Applicant has
taken all of the -- there is emerging technol ogy and
they're a ot nore safeguards in place now, and I
m ght hand it over to the Applicant to descri be sone
of those a little bit nore in detail. But their
responses for fires and their nmethods for preventing
fires will be |looked at in the EA and wll be
devel oped in the energency response plan that the
Applicant will work with local fire departnents,

W th other energency responders to develop. And |
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m ght just hand it over to themto describe that
process little bit.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So your concern about
fire, we do conduct training with |ocal energency
responders, we also have a 24/7 nonitoring personnel
right in our office in Bloomngton, so they're
al ways nonitoring, and we al so have an operation and
mai nt enance full-tinme staff also on site. So
t hey're nonitoring.

In the case of a fire, so let's say that
a fire happens, which is very rare, it doesn't
happen often, but if it does it wll -- the
t echnol ogy now is so devel oped where we woul d j ust
let the fire burn within the enclosure. So it's in
an enclosure and usually we let it burn out and then
we have an inspector conme in afterwards once it's
safe and then we'll check and see what the cause of
the fire.

MR. TOM KARAS: One of the pretty
exciting things about this industry is how
technol ogy is changing as fast as it has. A couple
t hi ngs to understand about battery energy storage
systens is the underwiters | aboratories
certification process has caught up wth the

t echnol ogy and how the industry has grown. So we've
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got two different UL certifications that our
equi pnent neets.

I f you can think of these battery
storages as naybe |like a small garage, and inside
the garage is all these cassettes that have a bunch
of batteries that are individual batteries. Right
now one of those UL listings maintains that a fire
starting in one of those cassettes cannot spread to
any ot her cassettes, and then a fire that was to
start -- is ainmed at the enclosure, a fire that
starts inside the enclosure is naintained within
t hat single encl osure.

So what we have as far as a first

responder or fire response, prinmarily is we're

just -- we just -- our job is not to fight the fire,
and generally you don't even know which -- | nean,
we' || know which cubicle is having the thernal

event, but you won't see flanes or that sort of
thing. It won't be glowing red. But the best thing
a fire departnent can do is just spray down the area
around it, just as a precaution. The funmes and such
are maintained within the unit.

It's a new industry. There's been fires
In the past but they've greatly been reduced over

the |l ast couple years. And, again, this UL
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certification has been one of the real new things
that's cone about to help that. As Sam poi nted out,
we have very specific noise regul ations that we have
to neet.

MS. AWY STEFFERUD: Then | guess ny ot her
conmment was concern about property values. Does
this decrease the value of our properties any by
having this by us?

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So there are property
val ue studi es that have been conducted by sol ar
facilities in Mnnesota, and they've actually shown
that there's little to no effect on the property
val ues. And al so our environnmental assessnent that
t he Departnment of Conmmerce w |l al so put together
w |l also assess that in the report as well.

MS. AWY STEFFERUD: Thank you.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: Thank you.

MR. SAM VWEAVER: Next up we have Darrel

Pontos. If you want to cone up. There's a question
mar k, you don't have to. Not right now W'Il| nove
down.

| see Curt L sonething. Curt, you're
good. Al right, we'll nove on down.
We have Al etha Craner. Ckay.

Russell Penning, there's a firmyes next
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to your nane.

MR, RUSSELL PENNI NG My nane i s Russell
Penning, R u-s-s-e-l-1 P-e-n-n-i-n-g.

l'"'ma local resident fromW I nont. Sone
of ny concerns about the proposed project have to do
W th setbacks fromroad right-of-ways and from
county drai nage systens.

|*ve been hired by our township in the
past when we've had bad snow years to push snow back
on townshi p road, blow snow back w th snowbl owers.
One thing that concerns ne, are the setbacks goi ng
to be far enough for safe snow renoval, iIf we are
bl ow ng snow of f the roads who is going to be |iable
If we're sending rocks through sol ar panel s? |
guess that would be ny first question. |f you want
to address that and we can go to ny next one.

MR SAM WEAVER: Sol wll let the
Appl i cant take that regardi ng set backs.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: Yes. | have sone
I nformati on here that we put in our application.
l'"mlooking at that. I'mtrying to find our road
set back for you specifically. | couldn't find it.

So the county does have regul ations too
on how far we can setback for certain structures and

facilities. There we go. So fromthe center |line
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of all roads, including fences, fromthe solar ray
that are closest to the center line it wll be
approxi nately 85 feet away, and then fromthe
battery energy storage systemit wll also be 90
feet away.

MR, RUSSELL PENNI NG It would be ny
experience that that woul d probably be too close. |
nmean, on the years that we have to nove snow back
and push snow back, well beyond 80 feet, especially
on these township roads. A lot of the roads are
wi de enough to get, you know, blowers in there that
have attachnents, the roads aren't w de enough to
drive them side by side, so they just hire
bul | dozers or farmtractors with blades to
physically push the snow back or blow the snow back.
I know from experience, 85 feet, | nean, you pick
gravel, gravel roads, it's going to throw further
t han 85 feet.

My next question, just regards to the
sol ar panel s thensel ves, when they do get dismantl ed
or broken, fromthe little bit |'ve | ooked online,

t he technology is growing so fast that by the tine
we get hal fway through these sol ar panel s projected
life they're probably going to be deconm ssi oned

and, you know, put a newer panel up, just because
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the technology is grow ng so fast and, you know,
you're learning nore and nore every day. So at that
poi nt what do you do with thenf

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So we do recycl e the
panels after they're end of usable life. So we
decomm ssion them W are responsible for the
deconmm ssi oni ng process. W have financial assurety
put in place in order to decomm ssion all of the
equi pnent -- and | guess what was the other part of
t he questi on?

MR, RUSSELL PENNI NG  Weat her events,
hail, if they're destroyed on site, hazard waste
| eakage.

MS. ALIA MOHAMVAD: So in the case of a
weat her event, our panels can wthstand 150 ml e per
hour wi nds, and for hail they can w thstand golf
bal | size hail at wi nds of approxinmately 50 mles
per hour, and as far as your | eaching question goes,
li ke toxicity, the panels are tested | believe it's
TCLP tested, toxicity characteristics | eaching
procedures, and they are tested and were --
basically broke up the panels and tested what | eaks
out of it, and it's nostly nade out of glass, that's
a mgjority of what the panels are nade out of, so

very little to no effect of toxicity | eaching.
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MR. RUSSELL PENNI NG M | ast question
woul d be, our county has a ag preservation law in
pl ace already to preserve the right of agriculture
i n our county, we have sone of the nost productive
farmland in M nnesota. How does this supercede that
| aw or that rule?

MS. ALl A MOHAMVAD: So on the basis of
agriculture, siting the facility where we are right
now, is very mniml on the bigger schene of things.
We've had this question cone up on previous sites
that we've had, and it's been | ess than one percent
of total ag taken out of production. But to also --
wth that being said, the solar facility does help
restore nutrients under the soils since it's not
being farnmed for 30 years, and then once the project
I s deconm ssioned that soil actually becones nore
fertile.

MR. RUSSELL PENNING That's all the
questions | have for you at this tine. Thank you.

MR JANEZICH If there is a distance

t hat you think woul d be appropriate, because you had

nmentioned 85 to 90, |I'mnot putting you on the spot.
MR, RUSSELL PENNING |'d say 300 feet.
MR. JANEZICH. That's fine. | wanted a

specific nunber for the Comm ssioners to consider,
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that's all. | appreciate that. Thank you.
MR. SAM VWEAVER: Just confirm ng that
M. Don Brink, you do not want to speak. | take
t hat as a no.
Now we have Dwayne W enrank. Cone on up.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: Dwayne W enr ank,

D-wa-y-n-e Wi-e-n-r-a-n-k. 1've got a | ot of
questions. |I'mnot even going to ask themall. But
you were tal king about the 85 feet, | don't see how

you coul d even possibly think of 85 feet, because if
you put up a farm buil ding you have to stay back
nore than a hundred feet. So 85 feet, where you
pull that out of, | have no idea. But that is
i1legal, you know.

The other thing is, | haven't found

anyt hi ng, but are you subsidized by the federal

governnent or the state governnent? | want to know
that stuff because | pay taxes, and if | have to
subsidize a project like this, | amtotally agai nst

everything |i ke that subsidies. There's no need for
subsidies. If you' re maki ng as nuch noney, enough
to pay these people rent that's three tines anopunt
that a person can nmake farm ng, obviously you're
maki ng too nuch noney and you're subsidi zed, so

there's no need for that.
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Anot her thing, where's the power going?
Is it going to be local or is it going to be heading
way out of here?

And then you're tal ki ng about these
pillars that you put in the ground. How deep are
they going to be? Are they going to go through tile
| ines, and then the tile lines that go into the
adj acent farm then they get plugged full of dirt.
Because | live in El k Townshi p, and section 18
happens to be right up to, butts up agai nst one of
t he proposed ones just to the west of ne. They have
an easenent to go through ny property, but if you
start piling through the tile lines then the dirt
goes in the tile lines and then it cones to ny
fields, then I'"ve got to fix that. So who's going
to be liable for that?

And then the other thing, tornadoes, so
you get a tornado goes through this thing and throws
the panels into ny property. The glass and all the

other materials that are probably not good for the

soil, you didn't nention anything. You said a snall
portion. WIlIl, a small portion sonetines is good
enough to kill the soil. | nean, you don't need a

hundred percent, one percent is too much. So, |

nmean, you didn't comment on that.
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So, | nean, and also -- well, without the
grow ng crops you' ve addressed part of this, wthout
growi ng crops it doesn't use as nuch water, but then
maybe you figure the grass uses as nuch as the corn
crop. But if it doesn't then you've got sonme water
fl ow problenms that actually go downstream and it
m ght cause probl ens downstream from people. |
don't know anyt hi ng about those, but those are all
questions that | want to know.

And then, of course, you said it was a

smal | portion of the | and, you say one percent.

Wel |, one percent is one percent, but if one percent
of the people die that's still only one percent. So
are you wlling to go ahead and take one percent out

of ag production just so you can put panels. Wy
can't you put these things on waste | and sonepl ace
el se besides goi ng ahead and putting them on good ag
| and. There's no sense to put them on good ag | and.
So at the present tine | think that's all
|*'mgoing to address. So you can go ahead and
address these while | stand here and wait.
MR. SAM WEAVER. Wth the drain tile
pi ece, so any permt that is issued and our statute
states if they are to encounter any drain tile, if

any drain tile is damaged they are 100 percent
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responsi ble for the reparation of that, they have to
restore it to better than its original condition.
And then the other pieces, setbacks | will let you
guys handl e nost of those pieces, siting, funding,
I's outside the scope of our EA. | don't know if
they want to tal k about funding for the project, but
| think nost of the other pieces would be sonething
t he Applicant can answer.

But for drain tile, yes, they have to
repair any drain tile that they encounter, and even
if there is clogged drain tile on the site that's
already clogged, | believe they are still required
to restore that unclogging, nmake it functional.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: But how do you know
that? | nean, how deep do those things go?

MR. SAM WEAVER: To ny know edge you
have, and 1'I|l probably hand it over to you, but |
t hi nk they have worked with the county and their --
what ever the county resources for mapping drain tile
to know where it is.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: \What about private
drain tile, nost of it is private.

MS. ALIA MOHAMVAD: So with private drain
tile, we do get private drain tile maps from our

| andowners, but we do know when we hit it. Once we
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do hit it then we wll be responsible for any sort
of issues that happen, but it is very rare. | don't

know of any that has happened, but it is very rare,

but we will know and will be responsible.
MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: | know things I|ike
this happen. It happened with rural water when they

cane t hrough, they cane right through the tile and
they prom sed they was gonna fix it. And they could
see the tile right on top of the ground but they
didn't fix it. So |I've got to go ahead and threaten
themw th taking this thing to court and go through
all that business and | shouldn't have to do that
because you have to trust the people that are doing
this.

The problemis you can't trust them
because part of the problemis the governnent and
big entities, they think they can run over
I ndividuals. That's how things really get into a
probl em when you start trying to run over people.
Peopl e are eventually going to get just fed up with
t he whol e situation. That renmains to be seen.

Maybe in sone areas it works. [|If you put
it in a wastel and where you don't have any tile you
don't to worry about themissues. You know, put it

I n government CRP, but, now, they can't put it
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there, you gotta put it in good ag |land. So instead
of havi ng people grow ng food, which supposedly in
the world we're a little bit short of food, but not
according to this, you just go ahead and put up
sol ar panels, to heck with the people, because this
Is just a little area, you know, and we don't care
about that. The rest of the world they can not
enj oy havi ng enough food and we're supposed to be
all in favor of all this and make it good. | just
don't agree with that phil osophy.

You' ve still got to answer the questi on,
where's t he power goi ng?

MR. TOM KARAS: Thanks for your comments.
Let ne try and hit a couple of them The drain tile
and the pile depth, we're usually working with
bet ween 15 and 18 foot steel pile that's driven down
and the key to, you know, the key to this operation
Is that we have firm foundation, just |ike any
building that's going up, so we're just as concerned
wth that. So we go quite a ways into the ground to
counteract the frost heave that takes place.

When we do hit tile, and it happens,
we're just as notivated to fix it as well. You hit
your tile, you find out in the next big rain you' ve

got a crater around your steel pile, we're just --
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we're on that like --

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: Yeah, but by that
time you' ve probably got sone soil and if it flows
down, and this was right next to ny |lined fence so
then that dirt gets in ny field. So who's
responsi ble for the dirt that gets in ny field, and
the panels, if they get thrown out there and the
glass is all over and, of course, your contan nants
that are in the panels. (Qbviously there's sone
contam nants in there. So we don't want any of this
-- do bacteria break them contam nants down or do
they kill the bacteria in the soil?

MR. TOM KARAS: The dirt hopefully
di ssipates as it goes through the system again, we
want to get that fixed as soon as well, and we'l|
pr obabl y know about it sooner than anybody else in
any ot her situation.

The subsi dy aspect, there are no federal
subsidies. There are tax credits and there really
Isn't any nore or |ess than what you find in any
ot her energy type of generation, whether you're
bui | di ng a carbon pipeline or gas plant or coal
plant. It is part of the business to have sone sort
of help fromthe governnent. | appreciate your

frustration | evel at that.
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As far as the -- let's just address this
right now, Alia talked a little bit about the TCLP
testing, to put alittle nore color to that and
that's an easy thing to go and check, good, TCLP,
this is the testing that the Environnental
Protection Agency does in regards to landfills.

Very inportant that landfills do not have a buil dup
of toxic netals.

The TCLP testing actually is a matter of
br eaki ng up what ever conponent you want to test, in
this case they woul d break up a bunch of sol ar
panels and test, or put water on it, they would
check for any leaching. But there isn't -- we
haven't seen -- we haven't seen research, we haven't
seen evidence of actual contam nation that have cone
out of panels.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: What about the
gl ass?

MR. TOM KARAS: The gl ass, think about it
| i ke the w ndshield on your car, it's not going to
break apart, it's going to crinkle, that's not the
ri ght word, but you know what fractured gl ass | ooks
like. It's not going to break into a zillion pieces
and break apart in your hands. And, again, this is

part of the growth of the industry and we've gotten

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

Summit Lake Solar - 25-88 25-89 - Worthington - 5-22-25 35

past those things.

Anot her good thing, just for awareness,
i's understand a couple different types of panels
that are out there. What we use predom nantly on
all of our projects is what's referred to as a thin
filmpanel, nade by First Solar. It's a U S
conpany, | argest sol ar nodul e conpany in our
country. When you look at that thin fil mnodul e
there's -- the chem cals are actually baked into the
glass itself. There is no noving parts or gel or
waf ers of sort that could fracture that would | eak
out chemcals. So we think it's a very, very safe
product to use.

Hai | storms, people have a concern, you
know, breaki ng nodul es. Again, the way the industry
has come about, this is going to be a tracking
systemthat tracks to the east and then again to the
west. It has the ability to nove. And at our
control systemthey're watching the weat her, hawki ng
It just |ike you guys are, and understandi ng what
direction that hail could be comng from and they
can actually nove the nodul es at an angl e that
m nimzes the anmount of inpact that's taken. |
appreciate M. Penning' s point about throw ng stones

85 feet, but at that point that's not enough to
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break a panel.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: Depends on the size
of the rock.

MR TOM KARAS: Wll, no, it's the speed
it's traveling.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: | wouldn't want to
get hit by it.

MR, TOM KARAS: Neither would I, nost
certainly. You have the drain tile, we're totally
awar e of and working, we've got a nutual need to get
it fixed. W're working with the county, we've got
a couple of options that we're talking to them
about, and our | andowners have been very, very
cooperative in getting us maps and we work our way
out to avoid that tile grid.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: You said the
| andowners, yeah, the | andowners that you're
payi ng big noney to, but what about the rest of us?
How about the younger people -- what are you payi ng
per acre?

MR, TOM KARAS: That's a private
busi ness - -

MR DWAYNE W ENRANK: It is?

MR TOM KARAS: It is.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: How cone we don't
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have a right to know that, since we're going to be
right there by it? In other words, you can't be
open. You can go ahead and do anyt hi ng you pl ease
and we don't have to find out about it, huh?

MR. SAM WEAVERT M. Wenrank, | do
under st and your concerns about funding, again, we
want to address our concerns and questions to the
scope of the environnental assessnment here, and the
funding for the project and | andowner deals are
outside the scope of the environnental assessnent.

Agai n, we do appreciate your concerns,
and you brought up a nunber of really good points
thus far, but we're getting a little bit off track.

MR, DWAYNE W ENRANK: | see. Well, can
you answer ny question about where does the power
go.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Do one of you guys want
to handl e that.

MR. TOM KARAS: Certainly. The power is
going into the Nobl es substation that everybody is
aware of, and at that point it goes onto that grid.
At that point, being able to establish where any
particular electron flows to is a futile exercise,
you don't know.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: | n other words,
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sone of it is right here then, huh?

MR. TOM KARAS: M/ understandi ng, the
village of Reading is serviced by Nobles Co-op
El ectric, so it wouldn't be going there, it would be
travel i ng ot her pl aces.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: That answers ny
question, I'mglad you said that.

MR. TOM KARAS: Just being honest, sir.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: 1'11 let sonebody
el se cone up here. | have nore questions but I'l]
probably go ahead and e-nail them

MR. SAM WEAVER: Thank you, M. W enrank.

Next up we have Becky Baunmhof ner, and we
have a question nark

M5. BECKY BAUMHOFNER: My nane i s Becky
Baumhof ner, B-e-c-k-y B-a-u-mh-o-f-n-e-r.

| am against this project. One of ny
concerns is, | drive through this every single day
and | drive through beautiful farm ground, not
mar gi nal farm ground.

| read that these types of projects are
to be placed on margi nal farm ground. Have they
been paying | ower property taxes, because they've
got yucky ground? It |ooks pretty nice to ne. |It's

beauti ful . Here's a list of sone of the aninmals
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that | see every day as | drive through this ground.
Sone of them are on special concern lists, blue
heron, sandhill crane, Anerican red star, boboli nk,
what about the bobolink? They're going to go
t hrough you guys naki ng these access road and you
guys doing all this stuff? The ditches are going to
be wecked, the grass is going to be wecked, the
prime farmground is going to be wecked. Bobolinks
are on a special concern list. Bald eagle, castrol,
king fisher, pelican, yellow headed bl ack bird, red
headed woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, downywood
pecker, flicker, brown flasher, blue bird, swans,
Canadi an goose, ducks of many varieties, gothawk,
|'"'mpretty sure that those are fairly rare, and |I've
seen them where you guys are putting this stuff up.
Verios, bard owl, snow ow, Franklin's gull,
t hey' re special concerns, nonarchs, m nk, badger,
| east weasel, special concern, gophers, north pocket
gopher, special concern, and you know we | ove those.
Fox, deer, coyote, woodchuck, beaver, snapping
turtles, skunks, snakes, sal anander all the tine,
speci al concern.

| don't understand how you guys can cal
this marginal farmground. Were is the FSA reports

calling this marginal farm ground?
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So the electricity isn't going here,
because Nobl es Cooperative is not part of this
project, are they. W is the electric conpany
buying the electricity?

MR, TOM KARAS: It's going onto the Xcel
grid. |I'mnot saying that Xcel is the custoner
purchasing, but that is the grid that is serviced at
t hat substati on.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: And t he nargi nal
farm ground?

MR, TOM KARAS: | don't understand
exactly -- | appreciate your concern for wildlife.

| don't understand for sure how you see
the threat. |'ve been on projects, |I've constructed
projects. The amount of small manmal s and birds
that live on these projects would really astound
you. The vegetation that is shown on the slides
cones back and actually creates new habitat and
that's not i npacted by herbicides and pestici des
every year

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: You're not going
to mess up those sal amanders putting in those big
access roads and heavy equi pnent com ng through?

MS. ALl A MOHAMVAD: So for the sol ar

facility, we wll have a fence around the sol ar
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facility and it will be woven ag fence. So it wll
allow snall aninmals and wildlife to pass through the
solar facility.

And during construction, we have tal ked
with the DNR about our project and coordi nated with
them and we've al so conducted | PaC for federally
| isted and state species, and that is al so presented
In our application. So we're in coordination and
talks with themtoo to prevent any harmto wildlife.

MR. TOM KARAS: And that would be part of
t he EA.

MR. SAM VWEAVER: And nonitoring during
construction, so we wll have sonmeone on site during
construction to nonitor for specific species,
especi ally species of concern |ike you tal ked about,
and we were out driving through the site today and
we did see a red headed woodpecker, it was really
cool .

So, yes, a lot of those species of
concern, whether it's the Mgratory Bird Treaty Act,
whet her it's the Main Species Act, any species that
are of interest will be witten about in the
envi ronnental assessnent, and those species will be
noni t ored during construction.

MS. BECKY BAUMHOFNER:  Thank you. |
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don't want to drive this and you wouldn't want to
either, but you don't put it on your ground.

MR. SAM WEAVER: | can address a little
bit about the aesthetic value. A lot of the tines
when a draft permt is issued there will be, often
times, special conditions for the view shed if it
changes. So if you live adjacent to the project or
Wthin the project, there will often tines be
special permt conditions that require the
devel opnent of a vegetative screening plan, for
exanpl e, where the Applicant can work with | oca
| andowners to find a solution for vegetation to
screen that view, if you are opposed to the view
That is one way that view shed is traditionally
addressed and m ti gated.

All right. So next we have Janes Jones.

MR JAMES JONES: |'m Janes Jones,
J-a-me-s J-0-n-e-s, Jones.

Ckay, why is this site such a good site?
Wiy are you here? Can you answer that one?

MR. TOM KARAS: Cenerally the substation.

MR, JAMES JONES: We just got done
putting up a pile of wind energy. W were told by
t he county conm ssioners, by Xcel Energy, that these

lines are to full capacity, and they're shutting
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down sone of the wind farnms to the north. How are
you going to get on?

MR. SAM WEAVER: Craig, do you want to
speak to that a little bit? 1'mgoing to hand this
over to our PUC representative.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: You are correct.
There are sone congestion concerns generally and
that's why, as you probably are well aware, there's
sone buil dout of sone transmi ssion |lines as well.

In the nmeanti ne, when those cone online,
how t he Applicant is going to get their power on the
grid probably woul d be best for themto address
t hat .

MR. TOM KARAS: One of the nice things
about solar is that it conplenents wi nd energy.
Wnd energy primarily is at its peak during the
eveni ng and early norning hours, if you |look at a
generation profile, solar obviously is only
operating during the day.

So it's not the congestion that's being
felt right now fromthe wind is building up and
taking place in the evening hours. So it's nore of
a conplenentary rel ati onship there.

MR JAMES JONES: We have a ot nore wind

than we do sun. Do you know how nmany sunny days on
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aver age sout hwest M nnesota has?

MR. TOM KARAS: W know exactly.

MR JAMES JONES: How many?

MR TOM KARAS: | don't have it right
here. But we've had a neteorologic station on the
site for over two years that we've taken studies,
we've had third-party analysis done of it, and then
we conpare it to what the national data base says.
So we're conparing actual readings to what the
hi storical average is, and there's enough sun.

MR, JAMES JONES: So how nmuch sun do you
need to run it? Being partly cloudy, full sun,
cl oudy days.

MR TOM KARAS: |'Ill just tell a quick
story. One of the first projects | did was for a
dairy farmer in the upper peninsula of Mchigan. A
reporter came out and asked, geez, you can't, you
know, look it's all cloudy, there's no energy today.
The gentl eman | ooked at her straight in the eye and
he says, Can you see ne and she said, Wll, yes, |
can see you, and he said, Then the sun is shining.

So there is solar generation all during
the day, sun is up it's happening. 1Is it best when
it's totally cloudl ess, absolutely, but that's

factored into the resource assessnent that we' ve
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done.

MR JAMES JONES: So we're going to build
nmore transm ssion lines, is that what you' re saying?

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH What |'msaying is
with -- currently we have applications for nore
transm ssion |lines, whether the Comm ssion decides,
| don't think this mke is working.

W1l the Conmi ssion build themall, |
couldn't tell you, they have to go through the
process ultimately. There has to be an applicant,
|l et's say Xcel Energy or Great R ver Energy, they
have to show -- not necessarily Great River Energy,
but a utility, a publicly traded utility, has to
show the Comm ssion that it's needed before they can
buildit.

Because ultimately rate payers pay for
it, right? They have to showinitially that there's
a need for the transmssion line. |If they show that
there's need and they neet the environnmental review
I ssues, then, yeah, we wll permt nore transm ssion
i nes.

| can't say that we never will or we
never won't. W take it on a case by case basis as
we get applications.

MR, JAMES JONES: So when this project is
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done in '27, you said, roughly?

M5. ALI A MOHAMVAD: It will be in
operation in 2028.

MR. JAMES JONES: Are you going to just
sell the project to Xcel Energy, the biggest dog in
t he roonf

MR. TOM KARAS: That's a busi ness
deci sion, not part of this.

MR, JAMES JONES: It's a business
deci sion that we also know. Because |I'm a nenber of
Nobl es Cooperative El ectric, they get nost of their
energy from Wst River Energy and coal fire plants,
that are getting shut down for this green energy.
This green energy, according to their CEQ a solar
panel, solar farmis about 35 percent efficient. A
wind farmis about 45, 50 percent efficient, a coal
pl ant or a nuclear plant is anywhere from90 to 95
efficient.

| know we are trying to convert to green
energy, but you guys need to build these things --
why don't you build it closer to the Twwn Cities,
where the power is needed, instead of building it
out here and shipping it 300 mles north.

| don't understand why, except that

they've got a big plant here to grab it.
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M5. ALI A MOHAMVAD: Soif I may, |I'm
going to tal k about why we sited the project to
where we did.

Part of the solar project envisioned and
decision is the battery energy storage system and
you talked a little bit about the congestion. So
the battery energy storage facilities can take power
fromthe grid and store it in the batteries and then
put it back onto the grid as needed. So it can
actually help with those curtail nent issues.

MR, JAMES JONES: So basically you're
going to take sone of the wind energy and store it,
at tinmes?

M5. ALI A MOHAMVAD: Yes - -

MR, JAMES JONES: Who owns the w nd
energy right now? Xcel Energy, 1'll just tell you,
you don't have to think about it.

What | ' msaying is, we're getting so --
we're getting to where there's going to be only one
power conpany |left, and our electric rates are
al ready high and they're going to get higher.

What you're doing is not keeping our
energy, that | can see, it's not benefitting nost of
the people in this room WNMaybe four or five, ten

| andowners cone out of this, and they're probably
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living in Arizona all w nter.

So why not build it up by the Twn Cties
where you can look at it instead of us, where | and
is not being farned. | was just up that way two
weeks ago. There's lots of land up there that's not
being farned, there's no trees on it, |lots of grass,
| ot of high ground, doesn't flood, why not?

MR. SAM WEAVER: So | do think that the
Applicant has addressed that this is a good area for
solar resource, there's a tie in the connection. So
| do appreciate the question and the reiterati on of
the question, but the siting i ssue has been answered
by the Applicant.

MR, JAMES JONES: You're the
envi ronnental guy, right?

MR. SAM WEAVER: | amthe environnent al
guy.

MR JAMES JONES: So what have you done
to address the environnental inpacts out here? Have
you | ooked at the water? Have you | ooked at the --

MR. SAM WEAVER: W& will be doing all of
t hat .

MR. JAMES JONES: Now you're going to do
it. Wiy are you doing it so late? W can't build a

grain bin out here wthout getting the county out to
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I nspect the ground, nmake sure there ain't a |Indian
buried there, you' ve got to nmake sure there ain't no
I ndi ans or artifacts or dinosaurs or whatever el se
t hey can find.

MR. SAM WEAVER: | want to reiterate that
thi is still -- it seens late in the process, but
this is early in the permtting process. This site
has not been approved by anyone who can approve the
site, and the Applicant, in the application, does
descri be what surveys have been done. They've done
al so things like wetland, delineations are coni ng
out, they've | ooked at historical inaging for farm
wet | ands, they've | ooked at public waterways,

t hey' ve done species surveys, all of that is
docunented in the application. They have done
cultural surveys, so consulting the state
preservation office, which | ooks for things |ike
I ndian burial sites, different potential for not
just indian artifacts, but also |ocal cultural
architectural resources.

So a lot of the surveys have al ready
t aken pl ace, and as part of the EA 1l will take the
information fromthose surveys, conpile it and
present it. So | wll look at the presence of al

t hose wetl| ands, where they are, the presence of the
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species and where they are, and I wll wite did
they site panels to avoid inpacts to things I|ike
cultural resources, natural resources and, of
course, the human inpacts as well.

MR. JAMES JONES: So you live out here
t hen?

MR. SAM WEAVER: | don't |ive out here,
and that's again --

MR. JAMES JONES: So you don't have no
i dea what it's like out here. |If you don't live
here you don't know. |'m not being nean, |'mjust
telling you. You should live here a while.

MR. SAM VWEAVER: | agree with you, but ny
job is to |l ook at resources |like wetl ands, and
peopl e have come out here, been on site, wal ked
around, except for where the wetlands are, right.

So peopl e have been here on the | and.

But, like |I said, we've had comments from
people like M. Pontos saying this area floods, it
you only happens once in every ten years but it
floods. So those types of information that we can't
get fromthings like visiting the site once a year,
| ooking at aerial imagery, that is the stuff that is
of great use to us.

W' ve gotten sone good feedback, |ike the
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snowpl ow throwi ng debris nore than 85 feet, those
are the types of things that we're | ooking for in
this process. W' ve gotten sone good information so
far and we hope to keep getting comrents |ike that.

MR. JAMES JONES: So you're the PUC guy?

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH. Yes, sir.

MR, JAMES JONES: What are the chances of
keeping this kind of energy source separate and not
tying it to the only big congl onerate power source
in the state?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH | can prom se you,
you're not going to be satisfied wth ny answer.

MR JAMES JONES: | know I'"mnot. | dam
well know |I'mnot, that's the problem

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: Just so we're on the
sane page though, we typically at the PUC, we permt
it, let's say that --

MR, JAMES JONES: You're supposed to
wat ch out for the public interests.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH:  Correct.

MR. JAMES JONES: What are you going to
do to watch out for our public interest?

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: These neetings, your
comments, all go into the record and they're

consi dered by the Comm ssioners when they ultimtely
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make the decision. That's why we're here, right.
And to hear about the issues relative to water --

(Unidentified wonan.) Can you turn up
t he m ke?

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Sorry about that.
Thank you for speaking up and letting me know,
that's hel pful.

Part of how we protect the public is we
cone here and we want to know what your thoughts and
comments are on the project. Things that we
couldn't get froma website. The only thing we can
get is by comng here and getting your know edge, so
that if there are issues we don't know about, shoul d

we permt the project, we can try to mtigate those

| ssues.

We put those issues directly into the
permt, right. So let's say a certain person,
| andowner, has a -- doesn't want to | ook at the

sol ar panels. Typically what happens is they'l|
say, first off, we don't want this project, right.
Secondly, if the project has to happen, we want
vegetation and trees in this area. W take that
information and we put it directly into the permt
so that the applicant or the person building the

project, should it be permtted, has to put that,
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and it's in stone, they have to do that, as a
condition of the permt, all right.

Anot her instance, there's a conversation
about drain tile. Drain tile damage is in the
permt. |If they damage drain tile and the
Comm ssion finds out about it we nmake themfix it.
Typically they'Il fix it on their own because they
don't want to deal wth us. But, you know, that's
-- we do try to protect the public. That's why
we' re here.

In several nonths, after the
environnental reviewis done, we will be here with
an admnistrative law judge, all right. W don't
have any position on the project either, frankly.
We take the applications as they cone in.

The judge is another person that is
separate, independent of us, the Applicant, and they
wll wite a report based on the environnental
revi ew done, and they wll make a reconmendation to
t he Conm ssion as well.

So that's -- and we will be back here and
typically we get the question |like why are you here
again. We will have the environnental report and
you'll be able to comment again, know ng the

environnental record, you mght | ook at the
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environnental review and say, hey, this is m ssing
judge, we w sh you would have done this. They take
all of that into account when they make a
reconmmendati on to the Conm ssion.

So we take public comrents very
seriously. W take comments fromcities, counties,
townshi ps, all very seriously.

MR JAMES JONES: These projects al ways
start out good, just like every fall when we start
conbi ni ng beans. First day goes pretty good, then
it's going to rain and everything goes to hell in a
hurry. 1've watched the w nd energy people. You
hire a contractor and he's hired to get it done,
he's going to get it done, hell or high water. And
t hings don't get done as nice as you say they wll.

They m ght get cleaned up | ater but they don't get

done, |'m just saying.
MR, CRAIG JANEZICH |I'mnot here to
argue with your experience at all. | can just tell

you based on ny experience that the Comm ssion takes
t hose things very seriously.

MR. JAMES JONES: The only other thing
|"ve got, you showed a board where you were going to
give the county like 3 to 4 to $500,000 in taxes

maybe, and a coupl e townshi ps a coupl e hundred
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thousand dollars to split. | think that's probably
hi gh, | ooks good on the board but it m ght be pretty
hi gh. Fromwhat |'ve heard from our county

comm ssioners, they're expecting to get 2 to

300, 000. Is your paynent based on the energy

pr oduced?

MR. TOM KARAS: Metered, yes.

MR JAMES JONES: So if the energy ain't
produced t he paynment goes down?

MR TOM KARAS: Yes.

MR, JAMES JONES: That's all | wanted to
know.

MR. SAM WEAVER: | just wanted to foll ow
up on one thing Craig said. W're going to be back
here in four-ish nonths for the hearing, and so if
t here's sonething that gets brought up tonight, |ike
t he snowpl owi ng, the seasonal flooding, the
setbacks. |If we have brought sonmething up tonight
and | don't wite about it, then you can cone here
and you can take ne to the judge and say | wanted to
hear about what this potential inpact is and Sam
over there didn't wite about it, and so the judge
wll make ne wite about it.

MR JAMES JONES: Cone out here and live

for a while, you really should. Mwve out here for a
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year or so.

MR. SAM WEAVER:  1'11 tell ny w fe,
she'll be fine with that.
We need that |ocal know edge, | can't

live out here for three nonths, as much as |I'd | ove
to. W can't doit. But that's why you're here,
you live out here, you know the | and, you know
what's going on. That's why your coments are so
val uable. W have one nore, Phillip Jones. Cone on
down.

MR PHI LLI P JONES: H, Phillip,
P-h-i-l-l-i-p, J-0-n-e-s, J-0-n-e-s.

Coupl e concerns of mne, on the flip side
of the coin to breaking the tile, how do we ensure
t hat the water going down the tile is safe. The
gent | eman over here nmentioned Googli ng everyt hing.
| did a quick Google search, it said the biggest
toxins are comng frombacteria comng off the sol ar
panels, so they're not normal to the area. How do
we control the water to ensure it's clean before it
goes into our tile system into our creeks and
downstream |Is there berns? Are the tiles going to
be shut off from service draining? How do we do
t hat ?

It was brought up before, property tax
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value. | disagree that you think it's going to stay
the sane. 1'Ill bet if anybody would cone to try to
buy ny acreage after this project is done |I'l|

pr obably get half.

Anot her thing, on the flip side of the
coin of what Becky brought up on the animals. You
have woven fence, you're letting the snall aninmals
t hrough. How are the natural predators going to get
to them and what are we going to do about all those
ani mal s that get over popul ated?

How does a project |ike this get around
the county setbacks? So if sonmebody wanted to cone
build a livestock facility next to nme they would
have to stay, | believe it's three-eighths of a mle
wi thout a conditional use permit. No one has
approached ne to get ny signature on that.

You say it takes | ess than one percent of
the ag ground, but this is your third project, now
we're up to three percent. So if every project is
taking | ess than one percent, pretty soon it's going
to add up.

As far as the transm ssion |ines go, |
t hi nk we shoul d have those before any project, kind
of putting the cart ahead of the horse.

And when this project has reached its end
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of life, you say there's funds to recycle them |Is
It ensured that it has to be taken down, or are

t hose funds just going to going to give it to the
property owner, you can |eave themif you want or do
what you want. That's all | have.

MR. SAM WEAVER: So getting the bacteria
on the panel is something | have not heard about,
but 1"mexcited to look into that and wite about it
and figure out what's going on. Thanks for bringing
t hat one up, appreciate that.

Il will let the Applicant respond about
t he county setbacks and whether or not those have
been followed. | do know that sonetines siting for
this process can supercede county ordi nances, and
"Il let themtal k about how they work with the
county on their setbacks.

The transm ssion |ine piece, we have no
idea if there are going to be transm ssion |ines.
There are potential applicants for that, but right
now there's nothing material, there's nothing on the
docket that says there will be one here. So | don't
know i f we want to address that noving forward, it's
alittle outside of the scope of tonight, but I
m ght bring this m ke on over to the Applicants to

address the pieces that |'ve just tal ked about,
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unl ess you' ve got a m ke that works down there.

MS. ALIA MOHAMVAD: | think this one
wor ks.

So for county setbacks, so for our
set backs that we have proposed --

(Unidentified wonan.) Little bit | ouder.

MS. ALIA MOHAMMVAD: |'mvery soft spoken,
sol'll try to be | oud.

So for our project we have proposed 150
feet fromthe solar ray to residences. | think the
county setback is 150 feet from property |lines, but
we have made sure that we are 150 feet from
resi dences and t hen, what was the other question |
have here.

MR, PHI LLIP JONES: Excuse ne a second,
you say 150 feet, but you're not building a nornal
structure for this area. So it should be closer to
li ke a livestock facility setback.

MS. ALl A MOHAMVAD: | want to address
anot her one of your questions here. | can't
renmenber can you restate your other question that
you asked.

MR, PHI LLIP JONES: Wiich one?

MR, SAM WEAVER: Bacteria transm ssion.

MS. ALI A MOHAMMVAD: So just as general
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for drain tile, | do want to reiterate that we have
been working with Nobl es County drai nage depart nent
as well as with their drain tile engineer to reroute
any drain tile that we need to to mtigate any

I ssues with the drain tile and with us hitting drain
tile or even working through maybe updati ng our
design too to avoid drain tile, county regul at ed
drain tile specifically, because we have to have a
certain setback from each side.

But as far as the bacteria going into the
water, | honestly have not |ooked into that. [|I'm
not sure if nmy teanmates here have nore infornmation.

MR, TOM KARAS: Like Sam that's a new
one to ne, but | very much encourage you and
everybody else, the witten comment formor the
online fornms, I1'd really like to | earn nore about
t hat and understand where it conmes from Any type
of research material or |inks that you coul d provide
for that, 1'd certainly appreciate and | i1 nmagi ne Sam
woul d as wel | .

MR, PH LLIP JONES: It's first thing that
canme up on Googl e.

MR. TOM KARAS: There's a lot of that.

MR PHI LLI P JONES: | agree.

MR, TOM KARAS: Just back to the wildlife
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and such. There's been a |l ot of research, both by
t he Argone National Laboratories in the m dwest, and
t he Nati onal Renewabl e Energy Lab out in Boul der,
Col orado. It started out with a trenendous anount
of effort for pollinator habitat in M nnesota was
one of the |eaders in the country about mandati ng
special seed m xes for native plants to encourage
pol l i nator habitat and then what they've been able
tofindis it's not just the pollinators, but by
enhanci ng that habitat it also has kind of a
downstream i npact, as far as other insects, other
small manmals. Yes, we would |ike to keep coyotes
out of the site, but the raptors are having a fine
tinme feasting on the noles and shrews that cone into
the site. It really becones a very vibrant habitat
for wwldlife once it's established. Anything else?
MR, PH LLIP JONES: No, not at this tine.
MR TOM KARAS: But I'd really be
I nterested in those |inks.
MR, DVWAYNE W ENRANK: Can | comment a
little bit --
MR, JEREMY DUEHR: Sir, please cone to
t he m crophone so the court reporter can hear you.
MR. SAM VWEAVER: So we have gotten

t hrough the speaker list now, so if you would Iike
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to cooment, M. Wenrank, right now W wll still
go one at a tine, but it is now kind of an open
session. W won't be calling on people. |If you
feel conpelled to cone up, come on up.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: My nane agai n,
D-w a-y-n-e.

Question on this, the habitat you're
creating, you know, that sounds good. Now you
nmenti oned insects, so what insects -- do you spray
for certain insects, what happens if the
grasshoppers get in there or the insects nove from
this particular habitat into ny fields where |I'm
trying to grow a crop?

There's two different deal s going on.
You' re concerned about solar, you're not --
absolutely you don't care about the crops. That's
not part of your living and you could care |ess.
You know, if you guys would all put a house in the
m ddl e of these things, that's what you shoul d do,
then you can live by them

But if nmy question is, if you get these
i nsects, different insects, and they growin this
habi tat and they're out of control, how am | going
to control themin ny fields then? | have to go out

and spray every once in a while, | assunme. You're
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not |liable for anything that you send to ny field, I
assune.

MR. SAM WEAVER: So coul d you address a
few specific species so | can | ook into.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: The grasshoppers

woul d be one. | don't know what else is going to be
growng in there, there could be nunerous ones. It
coul d be aphids, there could be, | don't know, arny
wornms, could be a ot of different species. | don't

know what's going to be growi ng. You should have
t hat data, because if you've got sites you should
know what insects are there.

| have never been to a solar panel site
so | have no idea what insects in there. You're
supposed to be telling us this, because this is an
informati ve nmeeting, so us as a | andowners here,
that live here. 1've lived here all ny life. [|'ve
been here 75 years, and it's been going fine.

But you cone here in with project of
yours and you're m xi ng solar power wth ag | and.
The two don't get along really, because this ag | and
is too inportant to grow crops on. This is what
we' ve been doi ng ever since God -- | nean, GCod
created this earth and we went ahead and plowed this

sod and we use it for ag land. | doubt whether God

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

Summit Lake Solar - 25-88 25-89 - Worthington - 5-22-25 64

had any intentions of having solar power down here,
but | don't really know. But you have to address

t he things about the insects because you should know
what insects are in your solar power area.

So I want to know what insects are there
so | can be prepared, because | don't want to be out
there sprayi ng every week because the insects are
there. Are you going to spray? Are you going to
kill the bad insects?

MR. SAM WEAVER:  Agai n, what are sone bad
I nsects?

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: | just said, | said
grasshoppers, aphi ds.

MR, JAMES JONES: Mosquitos, flies.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: | just got done
sayi ng, you have to have the data in your sol ar
energy site. |'ve never been to -- evidently you
want ne to go to your solar energy sites and figure
out how nmany insects are out there. |I'mnot getting
paid to do that, where you guys are getting paid for
this. |If you're getting paid you better tell us
what's goi ng on, because | get paid for farm ng.

MR. SAM WEAVER:. So what | can tell you
Is we have a vegetative nanagenent plan that wll be

devel oped for the project, and that wll say what
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type of plants are going to be planted and they w ||
have to stick to that. [It's DNR approved. |It's

| argely constituted to pronote habitat for

pol I i nators, which to ny know edge are generally
good for crop growh, we need pollinators.

MR, DWAYNE W ENRANK: But there's got to
be sonething el se besides pollinators out there.
You just can't -- pollinators can't say, okay, this
i's our domai n and nobody el se can cone in, that
ain't the way it works.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Then regardi ng, you
know, npbsquitos are one you nentioned. | have no
I dea what the plans are, so there are storm water
retenti on ponds on the site, and I guess do you --
it mght be in a plan about those will be treated
for nosquitos or others pests or anything, but this
will all be addressed in the EA as | work on it.

We don't have all the information right
now, we're developing it. So that's sonething | can
work on. | can |look at typical insect conmunities
that are found in solar farns, typical insect
communities that are associated with the different
seed m xes and then we can address what the pl ans
are to treat the vegetation, treat the insects,

treat any wldlife that are present on the site.
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MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: So as an
envi ronnental assessnent by your firm do you | ook
at this with a fine tooth conb, |ike you do a single
I ndi vi dual ?

MR. SAM WEAVER: | think typically EAs
don't go down to potential species based on seed
m xes, but |I'mhappy to do it. | can take a | ook at
what ever seed m x we have proposed to use for the
site. | can take that, | can | ook at the species, |
can go in and I can try and figure out what inspect
species it mght pronote, and we can figure out what
m ght be there based on that. |[|'m happy to do that.

MR. DWAYNE W ENRANK: Good enough.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Pl ease cone down.

MR. KEVIN SCHETTLER: Kevin Schettler,
that's K-e-v-i-n S-c-h-e-t-t-l-e-r.

I'"'min a wnd tract already and |'ve got
a question on the acres. | don't renenber, it was
roughly 2,000 acres or 1,900, but you only utilize
1,500 or 1,400. Wiy do you need all the extra
acres? The turbine project I'"'mon, they didn't take
any nore acres than they needed. That's about all.

MR. TOM KARAS: | appreciate the
question. Extra acreage is used a nunber of

different ways. For instance, the access roads that
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are within the site, they are counted as acreage for
the extra. W need to have space at the end of each
row for tractors to be able to now through and turn
around, there's space between the fence and the

equi pnent. That's extra acreage.

W' ve got acreage that does have to be
used for parking, storing of materials at tines and
just the general setbacks we have to neet. So it's
not all a hundred percent usable, correct.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: Hi, ny nane is Malory
Fritz, Ma-l-o-r-y F-r-i-t-z.

| apol ogize, | m ght get enotional.

My husband and | are | andowners w thin
the map of this project. W are one of, not trying
to of fend anybody, one of six young famlies within
the map of this project, and by that | nean
approxi mately 30 and under.

We bought our home with the intention of
living there for the rest of our lives. This is
threatening that. You m ght not understand that
because this is your job. | understand that.

Through this whol e process | have done a
| ot of Googling, as |I'm sure everybody in this room
has, and | found sone of the sites that have cone up

on | and val ue, hone val ue, when sol ar panel s have
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been put up near their hones. The one that | found
and that was referenced at a previous neeting that
we had gone to that was not hosted by you, it was
purely an informational neeting, was from
CohnResni ck, and they referenced six different sol ar
farms in these three or four different states.

They reference a 134 acre farm by
I ndi anapolis, Indiana; a 56 acre farm outside of
Porter County, Indiana; a 13 acre farm outside of
Madi son County, Indiana; 160 acre sol ar farm outside
of LaSalle County, Illinois. The only one in
M nnesota was outside of North Branch, M nnesota,
that is the biggest one that they referenced, which
was 1, 000 acres, and the other one they referenced
was out si de of Lapeer, M chigan, which is a total of
370 acres.

Thi s study does show that | and val ues and
home val ues don't decrease. This study shows that
they m ght increase. But we're tal king the biggest
project that they do any sort of research on is a
t housand acres, we're doubling that.

Truthfully, | don't know how they feel in
Indiana and in Illinois and in North Branch, but |
can tell you in Nobles County, and judging by the

anount of people in this room nobody wants it here.
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We are just normal people trying to live
our lives, and nost of themare trying to farmto
make their living. And while you' re not taking a
|l ot of their farml and, because | know who the
| andowners are, there are not very many of themin
this room you' re decreasing the values of property
by adding these. |If these sol ar panels expand,
whi ch we' ve been told they won't know, we know
that's not going to be the truth, let's be real.
Nobody is going to want to buy their |and, because
why woul d t hey?

| guess ny other question would possibly
be, wth this vegetation screening that you're
reconmendi ng, or saying that it's part of the plan,
who makes sure that is still growing in six years,
ten years?

My husband and | planted about 50 trees
| ast year and every single one of themdied, to tell
you the truth. 1I'mnot a green thunb. |[|'m not
going to be able to keep these trees alive. W have
a fence line of this property within 140 feet of our
house.

We have sol ar panels to the east of us,
we have sol ar panels to the west of us across the

county road, and we have an access road to the north
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of us inthe field in between our house and our
nei ghbor's house, who happens to be a | andowner who
has a second home, so he'll never be there.

O the houses within this project,
dependi ng on how you want to count within the map of
the project, there's about eight to twelve of us
that are not | andowners, there's six of themthat

are. And, again, one of the houses sits enpty and

one of them has a second hone that he will be at the
entire tine. | know this for a fact.
| guess, I'mjust trying to get a little

nore information on how this i s supposed to benefit

us and how -- you say you're conmunity-driven, you
say farner-driven. | see how you're farmer-driven
for the farnmers that give you their land, but |I'm

not really seeing how you're working to benefit al
these other farners that are trying to nake a
l'iving.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Do you want to talk a
little bit -- specifically in there | heard a
questi on about the vegetation, and who is in charge
of maintaining that. So if you guys could maybe
gi ve sone exanpl es of what you've done in the past
on other projects, | think that would be useful.

M5S. ALIA MOHAMVAD: So for the vegetative
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screeni ng portion, we would be happy to work with
you i n enhancing any screeni ng on our project for
you from your residence.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: Is this like -- is the
vegetati ve screening on our property or on your
property or on the fence |ines?

M5. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So |l think it's up to
you. | nean, we can put it on our side of the
fence, but if your property has existing screening
we woul d assess that and we can incorporate that in
our project.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: M next question, if
we put this vegetative screening on our property,
does that nean we can't have any say if we're upset
about what's happeni ng when the project is being
built, because the contract | currently have says |
can't be mad about sonmething if | sign it.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: Do you want to speak
to that, Tom

MR. TOM KARAS: So we | ook at screening a
nunber of different ways. Yes, we nade an offer to
| andowners to provide -- to give themcontrol over
vegetati on, you know, to try and help their own --

t hi nki ng they know their |and better than anybody

el se.
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What we' ve done in the past, as far as
screening, and what's interesting about the site
here is that nost of the hones are ol der,
est abl i shed hones, where they have had really nice
wi nd breaks and ot her vegetation already protecting
them So in that instance it's alnbst good -- | did
It on another project earlier today, but to go and
stand on your front porch and see where, you know,
maybe it's just down your driveway, isS going to be
your shot that you're going to be seeing, and you've
got sone nice trees.

MS. MALORY FRI TZ: You know where | |ive,
you' ve been there.

MR TOM KARAS: Yep. So it is a piece or
parcel by parcel kind of evaluation that can take
pl ace. One of the reasons that we have in that
agreenent you saw was to nake these decisions at the
near -- at the point where construction starts,
where we know exactly where the nodules are going to
be.

If you' ve got a -- if there's a hill in
front or alittle rise in front, and we want to find
t he point that you can see over that, if it's a
vall ey, there isn't much we can do, so it's better

to put the vegetation on our side, because anything
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el se you're going to be seeing over the top of it.
So it's a case by case basis on trying to cone up
with the best plan for each | andowner.

MS. MALORY FRITZ: Unfortunately for us,
where we would like trees will encroach on the
property that you guys currently have access to.

MR. TOM KARAS: Well, we'll have to see
where the final fence line is, where it's laid out,
you know where the survey marks are and we can | ook
at it at that point.

| appreciate that you did a considerable
anount of work with the CohnResnick report, and then
you asked howis this going to benefit the area, the

people in the area.

M5. MALORY FRI TZ: | understand how it
will benefit the county, and | understand how it
wll benefit the township. | get that.

MR. TOM KARAS: Ckay.

M5. MALORY FRI TZ: The one thing, even on
your website it pushes that you're very conmunity
and nei ghbor-driven. | don't think many of the
nei ghbors to this project, that have no noney being
put into their bank accounts, really feel that you
guys are nei ghbor-driven.

MR. TOM KARAS: That is your opinion.
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Thank you.

MS. MALORY FRI TZ: Thank you.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: One thing. I
under stand that you nmay be working -- should the
project be permtted you'll be working with the
proj ect proposer on maybe sone mtigation. | would
encourage you to also, if you have ideas, | think

you can state very clearly that you don't support
t he project, right.

M5. MALORY FRI TZ: Yes.

MR. JANEZI CH. Shoul d the project go
forward, | don't know if you' re confortabl e saying
this, and I don't want to put words in your nouth,
but there is an opportunity that if the project goes
forward you can draw it on the map and you can say |
want trees right here and the Conm ssion can make
t hat happen. | don't know if they'll say yes or no,
okay, but it's another avenue for you to get what
you want sort of, frankly.

MS. MALORY FRITZ: | nean, it kind of
does go back to ny question, though, if | get these
trees put on ny property by the devel oper,

Appl i cant, whatever you want to call themat this
point, am|l going to then not be able to have any

sort of opinion or conplaint about sonething el se
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t hat may happen down the road on this project?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH So nmybe you're |like

one day | don't like that tree, is that what --
MS. MALORY FRITZ: No, nore so if

sonet hing | eaches into ny well that's in ny yard, am

| going to be able to have a conpl aint about it
because they put these trees on ny property? I|I'm
obvi ously going to have to sign sone sort of
contract. The current contract that | have, that |
have not signed, says if we sign this and we get
this noney for vegetation screening, we cannot say
anyt hi ng.

MR CRAIG JANEZICH R ght. So | can't
speak to a private contract between you and the
| andowner, and frankly nost people don't want the
governnent involved in their private contracts.

M5. MALORY FRI TZ: | agree.

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  But, you know, if
t he Comm ssion were to do it, there's five
Comm ssioners and they have all different opinions,
we can't guarantee anything to you.

M5. MALORY FRI TZ: Ri ght.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: But you woul dn't
have those conditions if they did that, it would be

in the permt.
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MR. SAM WEAVER: And also, if you do
think that there is ground contam nation or if you
see sonet hi ng happening, |ike during construction if
t hey cone on your property and you didn't give them
access or anything along those lines, | can't
I magi ne that any contract would prevent you from
going to the PCA, for exanple, and saying they are
exceedi ng noi se, they are polluting, if you can, you
know, provide any type of docunentation. | am
pretty certain that there's no way that there's no
way -- it's a private contract and it doesn't |et
you go to the PCA and ot her nonitoring agencies to
say they're not follow ng what they're supposed to
based on the permt that they were given.

MS. MALORY FRITZ: Sounds good. Thank
you, guys.

MR. NATHAN RUNKE: Nate Runke, that's
N-a-t-e R-u-n-k-e.

I"mwith the International Union of
Operating Engi neers, Local 49. So we represent over
15, 000 heavy equi pnent operators, nechanics and
stati onary engi neers across M nnesota and the two
Dakot as.

A good size portion of our nenbers nake

their living building projects |like these, so the
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main thing for the scoping of this, we always ask
that -- their livelihood, you know, they go one
project at a tine. Sonetinmes they' re able to get
that project that's going to be just down the road
but nost of the tinme sone of them have to travel
just based on skill base, what they do. So just |et
it be factored in when the decision is nade that
simlar to Marcus with the Carpenters, our nenbers
make their living through projects like this. So
just wanted to be on the EA. Thank you.

MR, PHILLIP JONES: Just a coupl e things.
First off, when | was up the last tine | asked if it
was nandatory that the solar panels get recycled
when they're renoved fromthe property. | got head
nods but | never got an answer. |'d like that to be
on the record.

MR. SAM WEAVER: Yes. The Applicant is
responsi bl e and has proposed to recycle, | don't
know i f a specific recycling conpany was proposed,
but they are responsi ble for recycle and di sposi ng
all those panels, yes.

MR, PHI LLIP JONES: And what nakes them
do that? What keeps them from just wal ki ng away?

MR, SAM WEAVER: So it's a condition of

the permt that's issued. The condition says that
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they are responsible for, at the end of the life
cycle of the panels, that they are recycled. So if
they don't do that they are in violation of their
permt. So, yeah, that's why they have to do it.

MR, PH LLIP JONES: How are they recycled
t hat benefits the environnent?

MR. SAM WEAVER: Sorry, |'ve got ny
counterpart here that m ght want to chinme in.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Thank you.
Suzanne Stei nhauer with the M nnesota Departnent of
Commrer ce.

Samis correct. There's a permt
condition in all wnd and solar permts that
requires the Applicant, or at that point the
Permtee, to prepare a deconm ssioning pl an.
There's a draft of their deconm ssioning plan in the
application, which we have not reviewed in detail
but we w il be.

The permt requirenent requires the
Applicant to renove everything fromthe site at the
end of the project's useful life. It does not
have -- | do want to clarify, there is not a
specific requirenent that it be recycled. The
recycling nmarket for -- a lot of the conponents can

be recycled. It's netal. You know, it goes to a
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nmetal recycling facility.

There is a devel opi ng mar ket for
recycling of photovoltaic panels, that continues to
devel op and we're keeping an eye on that over the
course of 30 years.

As far as the -- in addition to being
responsi bl e for physically renoving the conponents
of the project, the Applicant has to pay for it.
They do that by establishing some sort of financial
assurance and identifying a beneficiary, that starts
in year ten and needs to be fully funded and is
revi ewed every five years and needs to be fully
funded before 30 years. It varies fromproject to
proj ect depending on what they're doing with the
power and how they're selling it. So that's the
general outline.

MR, PHLLIP JONES: So if the conpany
goes bankrupt it's not funded to take out.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: No. The
Departnent, this was probably ten years ago, had a
wor ki ng group including representatives of |ocal
governnents, representatives from devel opers, and
there is general agreenment that for the first, let's
say ten years of the project, if the project is

constructed and they have an intercharge to the
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transm ssion systemthere's value. So sonebody is
going to buy that project of the devel oper goes
under. They still -- and that then new party would
be responsible. So that's one of the -- the

decomm ssioning fund is fully funded before the end
of the project, but there is general agreenent it
does need to be fully funded at the begi nni ng.

MR, PHI LLIP JONES: It does have to be
fully funded?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Yes.

MR, PH LLIP JONES: At the begi nning of
t he project?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: No. It does not
need the fully funded at the begi nning of the
project. The financial assurance nechani sm which
has to identify a beneficiary, which are not the
| andowners, usually a county, sonetines the
Comm ssion, they need to establish that funding
generally -- sone of themare earlier -- but
generally year ten and be fully funded by -- it
vari es, but maybe by year 20, sonething like that.

MR PHI LLI P JONES: So if somet hing woul d
happen within the first ten years there's a
possibility that it's not going to get cleaned up?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: There woul d
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still be value in the project and it would be
cl eaned up, and they're responsible for that.

MR PHI LLI P JONES: But there's no
assurance that sonebody else is going to buy it just
because it has val ue.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: That's a
busi ness question I'mgoing to have to give to the
Applicant. | wll say that | was surprised that
t here was general agreenment about the val ue of the
project initially. Their operating and mai nt enance
costs are relatively low, it's like a new car
you' re spending less. You spend nore as the project
ages. So there's still value. As people have
noti ced and tal ked about tonight, there's concern
about | ack of transm ssion, so if the project has
access to transm ssion that's still considered
val uabl e.

MR PHI LLI P JONES: Ri ght . But there's
no law that says that if all of a sudden within ten
years it's determ ned -- say governnent subsidies
get taken away and the project has zero value, if
it's not fully funded, take it down before we start,
it's possibly going to sit there and do not hi ng?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: That's a valid

point, and |let me think about that, that's not the
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general consensus that we've heard from |l oca
gover nment s.

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH: If that is a concern
of yours, that you think it should be funded sooner,
certainly that's sonething that -- you are saying it
right now, right, so you are submtting it. So that
I's sonething that the Conm ssion can | ook at.

MR, PH LLIP JONES: That's why we're
her e.

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH: Yes. | just want to
say that dependi ng on what the Conm ssion does, and
| can't guarantee what they do. On any given day
they make a decision that is different fromthat
what | thought, sonetinmes. But they have the
opportunity to take your comment and say, yeah, that
makes sense, maybe we should require themto be have
a bond, a surety bond or whatever, sooner than those
ten years.

MR PH LLIP JONES: That is ny opinion.

MR. JANEZI CH  Thank you.

MR PHI LLI P JONES: One last thing, CO2
| evels in the atnosphere, it's no secret, have been
ri sing. How nuch oxygen does a sol ar panel create?
I think we know the answer. A corn crop converts

Cc2.
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MR. SAM WEAVER: There will be a | ot of
veget ati on underneath the sol ar panels, you saw the
pr ogressi on photos, so usually five through seven
it's a fully established community, so there is
still going to be photosynthesis occurring, and that
Is actually sonething we do CO2 nodeling, and that
be | ooked at in the EA, so we w || address that.

MR, JAMES JONES: | just have one
question. How much liability do the | andowners in
this project hold? 1It's their property, sonebody
gets killed on their property, sonebody runs off the
road, gets killed on their property, how nmuch
liability does the | andowners hol d?

MR TOM KARAS: First tine |I've got that
question. |I'mpretty pretty sure that our
| andowners are absolved of the liability and the
liabilities cone to the operator of the plant.

MR JAMES JONES: That's if they hit a
sol ar panel, right? You're going to conpletely, al
liability, so if the townshi p supervisor or sonebody
gets hurt on our road, you guys are going to -- even
during this project, let's say, you' re a contractor
and your project, drops sonething off, sonmebody hits
it on the road and kills thenself, it's your

liability, the I andowners hold no liability to
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what ever goes wong or goes right out there, right?

MR, TOM KARAS: | f there's an acci dent
t hat takes place, having to do with the actions of
one of our contractors working on the site, the
| andowner does not have liability. The contractors
carry liability. The operators of the project and
the owners carry liability.

MR, JAMES JONES: So a deer cones out
al ong your solar fence and runs across and car hits
it, rolls and guy gets killed, is that your
liability or is that the township's liability or is
that the |andowner's liability?

MR. TOM KARAS: | am not an insurance
expert and that's a very interesting question.

MR JAMES JONES: | think | andowners
shoul d be sonmewhat |iable for what they do with
their property.

MR. TOM KARAS: Are they |iable now?

MR JAMES JONES: [|I'mliable for ny
property, you have to be |liable for your property.

MR, TOM KARAS: Are they liable now for
t he deer that runs through their corn crop and gets
hit on the road?

MR. JAMES JONES: They can be. |If

they've got a blind corner, if they farmtoo cl ose
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to the road, if you put your solar panels too cl ose
to the road, sonebody daydreans al ong | ooks at --
wat chi ng your solar panel and runs off the road,
you' d be surprised what people can sue for.

| just want to know if the | andowners
carry any liability in this project. That's all |
want to know. Maybe the attorney there can answer.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: My nane is Rod
Bur khard, R-o-d B-u-r-k-h-a-r-d.

|'ve got a question that was brought up
before, really never got tal ked about too nuch, and
that is the setback of these panels fromthe
residence. Am| to understand that that's 150 feet,
Is that correct?

M5. ALI A MOHAMVAD: Correct.

MR, ROD BURKHARD: Who set that distance?
Who ever figured out that that m ght be a healthy
di st ance?

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So we -- we based off
of what the county has. The county did have 150
f oot setbacks from property lines, but in order to
neet capacity with our solar facility that we
needed, we need to have -- we still want to honor
t hat nunmber, so we're doing 150 feet from

resi dences.
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MR. ROD BURKHARD: So what you're saying
Is the panelists are nore inportant the natural
freedomthat the residents have? Stop and think
about this. | can think of several residents in
this project that their land is going to be -- in
fact, their hone is going to be encapsulated wth
panels. At 150 feet you're saying they' ve got a 300
foot circle to live? That's cruel.

MR. SAM WEAVER: So you're proposing --

MR. ROD BURKHARD: That is absolutely
unaccept abl e.

MR. SAM WEAVER: So you're proposing a
farther setback fromresidences or property |lines?

MR, ROD BURKHARD: Resi dences.

MR. SAM WEAVER. Gotcha. |Is there a
nunber that you think would be nore appropriate?

MR, ROD BURKHARD: Just as kind of an
experinment, | set a 500 foot flag out fromthe front
of our house and went back to the house and | ooked,
and | would say 500 feet is too close.

Li ke I say, | can't inagine that someone
cane up with a distance like that. That is
ridi cul ous, and when these guys tal k about possibly
needi ng screen fencing, you know, with vegetation

and stuff. That should absolutely be on the cost of
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the people putting up this project. They're the
people that are putting all this artificial panels
and stuff out there.

People that live out in the country, we
live out there for a certain reason and that's so we
can enjoy nature, so we can have our freedons and
stuff, so we can see our sunrises and sunsets. 150
feet is absolutely an insult, and | don't know who's
going to nmake that call. The people that are going
to put up the project, they're going to push these
panels as cl ose to residences as they can, sinply
because it's their pocket, it's nore inportant than
the welfare of the residents that have to live wth
this.

MR. SAM WEAVER: So your proposal for
I ncreased setback is certainly sonething that wll
make it's way into the record. It is sonething that
t he Comm ssion will hear.

MR, ROD BURKHARD: Li ke I say, 150 feet
Is totally unacceptable. My | ask for a show of
hands?

MR. SAM VWEAVER: You can. It won't
substantially alter the record.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: Just to prove a point.

Does anybody el se here think that setback should be
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| arger than 150 feet?

MR. SAM WEAVER: | won't count, but |
w |l say a substantial part of the room has raised
their hands indicating their support for farther
set backs.

MR, ROD BURKHARD: And then the sane
thing wwth the property val ues, you guys ki nd of
si dest epped t hat.

What can you do to perhaps help the
people that their property values wll be affected
by this project?

And | know, excuse ny | anguage, | know
damm well, if you have sonebody's house surrounded
wth only 350 feet or 300 feet of panels around you,
you're going to have a hard time giving that
resi dence away, let alone selling it.

" msure any of you sitting up here would
not agree to live in conditions |like that, correct?

MR. SAM VWEAVER: Wat | can say is, we've
tal ked about mtigation nmeasures such as screening
but if there are any other mtigation neasures that
you can think of kind of the top of your head --

MR. ROD BURKHARD: For the screening.

MR. SAM WEAVER: It could be a outside

t he screening.
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MR. ROD BURKHARD: Tom does your conpany
pl an on buying the screening, installing the
screeni ng, taking care of the screeni ng, naintaining
t he screeni ngs?

M5. ALI A MOHAMVAD: Yes, | can say yes.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: That's a definite yes?

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: That's a definite

yes.

MR TOM KARAS: If it's on our property.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: If it's on our
property.

MR, ROD BURKHARD: \What about the Fritz's
situation, they don't have the space. |It's going to

have to be out in the neighboring field.

MS. ALl A MOHAMVAD: Wen it cones to that
we wll definitely assess it.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: | nean, you guys are
only going to get one chance to do this right.

And anot her question that Dwayne brought
up. Drain tile. This country is full of drai nage
tile. It's the prairie potholes. W've got tile in
spots that don't even know it's there, and when you
guys go start pounding out piles in the ground, you
are going to destroy nany, nany drainage tiles. In

fact, | would bet nost fields, after you're through,
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the drainage systemin that field wll not work.

MR, SAM VEAVER: So --

MR. ROD BURKHARD: When you start
poundi ng these piles in the ground, you can't tell
me that you're going to notice that going through a
tile. There's no way. And you won't know t hat
damage is done until probably two, three, four years
|ater. Who is going to pay for it?

MR. SAM WEAVER:. So | do want to say
t hank you, again, for bringing up drainage tile, but
| do think that the Applicants have, you m ght not
be happy with them saying they can tell it's going
to happen, they're going to fix it. | understand
you' ve probably been through situations where peopl e
have gotten through it and not fixed it.

MR, ROD BURKHARD: Absol utely.

MR. SAM WEAVER: All we can do is tel
themthat if and when it happens they have to fix it
at this point.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: PUC, so can you make
w nd power people fix tile that they' ve destroyed?
| know that's a question not --

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: No, no, | think
that's totally appropriate, and w thout having the

permt in front of nme, a sanple permt in front of
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me, | can't guarantee, but | can tell you with sol ar
they are required to repair it.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: What can you do to
make them fix it? Nothing.

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH: Well, we issue the
permt.

MR PHI LLIP JONES: Once they have the
permt what's the big deal ?

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: The Conmm ssion can
reconsider a permt.

MR, ROD BURKHARD: The point |I'mgetting
Is, two, three, four, five years down the road
there's nothing that we can do to nake t hese guys
fix that tile.

Qur land is in a pretty speci al
situation, where all of our land, which is where we
live, it's only 30 acres, but all that property
drains to the east, all that property drains through
a field that wll be full of animals. | know them
tile wll get busted. So two, three, four, five
years down the road when we have back up on our
property and we have water damage, whose going to
pay for that, and how are we going to get these guys
to fix this tile. This land is going to be full of

cables and stuff. They are going to run a tile pl ow
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t hrough there to fix anything.

I mean, we're talking the real world
here. | nean, these cables are going in the ground,
correct?

MR TOM KARAS: Sone are.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: How are you going to
plow and fix the tile after that? You' re not going
to plow through those cables. | nean, | can't
I magi ne that sonmebody hasn't brought these questions
up before. Dwayne, you know, brought up a very good
poi nt about these and you guys sort of sidestepped
t hat .

MR. TOM KARAS: Having fixed tile in the
past, we don't dredge in a new line. W're com ng
in with a mni X and nmaking it --

MR ROD BURKHARD: No, no.

MR TOM KARAS: |I'msorry, that's the
I ndustry standard that we do to fix tile and it's
wor ked.

MR, ROD BURKHARD: How - -

MR. TOM KARAS: \Where it's broken is
where we fix it.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: How are we going to
get you to cone out there and fix it after?

MR. TOM KARAS: As explained earlier, we
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are just as notivated to make that fix because it
effects the foundation, the structural stability of
our product. CQur ability to nake energy that is the
revenue that we're all after, that tile break

i npacts us as well. W are just as notivated to fix
that tile.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: On what kind of a tine
frame, are we talking two nonths, three nonths, a
year down the line, how long are we going to have to
put up with this?

MR, JEREMY DUEHR: So there is, as part
of the site permt there is a conplaint process, and
so if you do have a conplaint, it's sonething that
happens, you can file a conplaint. |If a conplaint
is filed it has to get reported to the Conm ssion on
a nonthly basis, and if the conplaint is not
resol ved the comm ssion can take action. Like Craig
said, they can reconsider the permit. They can
revoke the permt. They can put additional
conditions on the pernmtee.

So the conpl ai nt process does have teeth
and that is the process that is followed, and in
order to continue to operate the project they still
have to have a site permit. So if it is revoked

because they're not doing what they're required to
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do, there are teeth there to nake sure that they do
what they're supposed to do.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: How are the non
participating | andowners going to get paid for the
damage, for the water damage caused by the backup
because of damaged til e.

MR. JEREMY DUEHR: Agai n, that can be
resol ved t hrough the conpl ai nt process.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: Can be, but you're not
maki ng any prom ses, though?

MR JEREMY DUEHR: No.

MR CRAIG JANEZICH If there is | anguage
that you would |i ke the Comm ssion to consider that
Is nore specific than what is in the permt, and
"Il show you the permt |anguage, just so you can
see it --

MR. ROD BURKHARD: Sonet hi ng needs to be

put in that | anguage that guarantees | andowners wl |

be rei nmbursed and this will get fixed.
MR JANEZICH | wll show you the
| anguage, | don't want to read it -- | nmean, | could

read it for everybody, but | don't know that you'd
be wanting to hear ne read. | can show you the
| anguage, and if the language is not -- if it

doesn't do what you think it should do, you can
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submt | anguage to the Conmm ssion to consider.

Again, | can't guarantee you they'll do it or not do
it, but at least it will be in the record for them

t o consi der.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: Ckay. | apol ogize for
sone of ny negativity here, but |1've dealt wth the
w nd power conpany for several years now It
started out the sane way, all Kkinds of prom ses,
when it actually come tine to get things fixed, you
can't get themguys to do that. When you guys are
going to tell ne three, four, five years down the
road that you're going to take care of all kinds of
problens, it sounds really, really good now, but to
actually get it done later, | don't believe you.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: What | woul d suggest
goi ng forward, dealing with wind turbines, it is
permtted by the state, and | don't know a specific
proj ect or how many negawatts, | woul d suggest you
file a conplaint wwth the Comm ssion. |If you're not
getting the type of response you'd |like from whoever
owns the project.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: When you say to file a
conplaint --

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH: Wth the conmm ssi on.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: |'ve got another --
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it'"s really not a question, but dealing with this,
we' ve got sone wonderful county conmm ssioners that
know a hell of a |ot nore about what's better for
the residents and the welfare and this town than the
PUC. Wy can't they make nore decisions? Their
hands are ti ed.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH  Sure.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: That nmkes absol utely
no sense to ne.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: As you can i nagi ne,
| didn't wite the law. But what | wll say is,
again, we take coments fromcounties, cities and
| andowners very seriously. So if there is sonething
the county would |i ke they should put it in witing
or verbally cone here at the next hearing in a
coupl e nonths and pl ease | et us know.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: | nean, they're here,
they help us, they are a very good resource and
sonebody fromthe cities cone, |I'msorry, you guys
are probably the greatest guys in the world, but you
don't know what it's |like here.

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH: Sir, I'"'mfromthe
Iron Range and | can rel ate.

MR. ROD BURKHARD: Thank you for this

opportunity.
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MS. LORETTA HALBUR: Hello, |I'm Loretta
Hal bur, L-o-r-e-t-t-a, Ha-Il-b-u-r.

' mthe Nobles County Coordinator. 1've
been working with National Gid Renewabl es since
Cctober in getting themto understand the county
tile and all of the requirenents that we have to
foll ow under M nnesota Statute 103E.

This project is going to i npact three of
our drainage systens. W have County ditch 11,
whi ch was established in 1912, it enconpasses about
1,500 acres and is valued at $1.1 mllion.

Judicial ditch 11 was established in 1919
and it enconpasses 11,900 acres, it's valued at $9.2
million.

Judicial ditch 8 was established in 1921
and it enconpasses 11,600 acres and is val ued at
$19.7 mllion.

This project is going to have a direct
I mpact on 831 of those acres between CD 11, JD 11B
and JD 8.

When we tal k about drai nage we also tal k
about the benefits. These benefits are based on a
conpari son of the conditions prior to the
installation of the drai nage system to what it is

today after the construction of the system
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Speci al assessors use a variety of
technol ogy and tools to determne the increase in
mar ket value for a piece of land within a drai nage
system Wth this understanding the Sunmt Lakes
Sol ar Project will have an inpact to agricul tural
ground that has an increased nmarket val ue of $1.12
mllion.

Sonetimes |and wthin the drai nage system
coul d be non benefitting, when we see any changes in
| and use because of certain restrictions, permanent
programs, certain things like this. Typically we
see it in CRP, rimground, that kind of thing. That
|and will then convert to non benefitting acres,
where we will see that market val ue change, that
i ncrease in market val ue change to zero.

In this case the Summt Lakes Sol ar
Project could cause the system benefits to decrease
because of the change in | and use.

For each system CD11 would see -- they'd
have benefits affected by the solar projects of
$134,000. JD11B has 590 acres affected, the | and
benefits affected by the solar project are $887, 000.
Judicial ditch 8 has 110 acres val ued at $103, 000.

So that is one of the inpacts that this

proj ect could have on the drai nage systens from a
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property val ue standpoint.

MR. SAM WEAVER: So those | ast nunbers
that you just listed, were those increase in val ues
or decrease in val ues?

M5. LORETTA HALBUR | ncrease i n val ues.
That is what -- the land within those systens,
that's what those benefits are assessed at. W use
t hose benefits to understand how nuch we can charge
for -- how nmuch we can allocate for repairs and
mai nt enance. W al so use that as a basis for what
we can use for future inprovenents as well.

It's a very inportant nunmber when we talk
about the mai ntenance and repairs that the county
has to statutorily -- we are responsi ble for.

One of the things when we do drai nage
system projects is we typically have a drai nage
engi neer, which National Gid Renewabl es has hired.
The engineer that they're using is one we have used.
One thing that we have to do w th our drai nage
projects is we have to conpl ete nodeling and
hydr ol ogi cal studies in order to understand the
I mpact that inprovenents or repairs could have on
downst ream wat er s

Il think it would be wse for this project

to have to nodel, to have to go through that
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nodel i ng process, to | ook at the hydrol ogical flows
bet ween current conditions and future conditions for
di fferent peak flow events, peak velocity, peak

el evati ons, and vol unme, such as two, five, ten, 25
50 and 100 year storm events, because that is the
standard that we have to follow when we submt our
projects to the DNR for their review

In watershed districts they al so have to
submt those to the Board of Soil and Water
Resources as well. So | think they should be held
to the sane standards since them be affecting our
county tile.

So we have been working together on
trying to figure out the best plan to accommodate
the county tile within the sol ar project area.

One of the things we've tal ked about is
set back di stance, which a nunber of the |andowners
have nenti oned today. W have gone back and forth
on the setback distance. ldeally the county would
li ke to see 100 to 200 feet setbacks from center
line. National Gid Renewabl es has countered with a
50 or 75 foot fromcenter |ine.

We would still love to see that 100 to
200 feet, because as we dig we want to nmake sure

t hose trenches are safe for the contractors. e
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need anpl e space to repair that tile as we are
statutorily obligated to, and then in the case any
of these systens are i nproved, which these systens
are over a hundred years old, it could easily happen
in the next 10 to 20 years, if the | andowner so
chooses. W need that space in order to nove that
tile possibly, in order to capture the nost water

t hat we can.

Utimately any decisions with the
drai nage are the county's decision. The county
serves as the drainage authority, they are the
drai nage authority board, so any setback di stance
w |l be decided by them which could inpact the
total anount of panels that the project could have.

I n some cases a setback di stance doesn't
wor k, so under M nnesota Statute 103E. 227 Nati ona
Gid Renewabl es coul d reroute an abandoned ol d
county tile.

After review ng all of those things, they
did include planned reroutes on their initial
concept layout. They did give ne the chance to
review those with their PUC application, and |I do
want to submt for the public record just the things
that | noticed when |I reviewed that.

The first thing being three tile branches
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proposed for abandonnent would no | onger serve the
upstream | andowners. These areas are the northeast
corridor of Summt Lake 22 and the sout heast
corridor |ake 23, near the battery storage area.
This is explicitly against statute. Those reroutes
cannot inpact those upstream | andowners and deprive
them of benefits that they are so duly and legally
able to use with their system So accommobdati ng

t hose upstream | andowners is extrenely inportant.

Many of the reroutes and connections with
old tile rely on 90 degree bends around property
lines -- or corners of properties. These bends can
reduce hydrol ogic capacity and/or fail during very
| arge rain events. W've had three FEMA
designated -- we've had three FEMA designated events
In the past six years. | have concerns that with
the increase in intensity in grade and heavy rain
events that even the vegetation wouldn't be able to
establish, because we probably wll get another one
in the next three years.

My suggestion is that bends and
connections should be swapped for nore round and
curves, using 45 or 22 and a half degree bends.

They al so strai ghtened | ong stretches of

tile, this can reduce the hydraulic capacity. The
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tile follows the natural topography of the land to
catch that water and to avoid cutting through | arge
hills, which some of the reroutes do. Sone of those
reroutes are planned through large hills. [If those
stay then we need to make sure that those setbacks
are that 100 to 200 foot w de setbacks from center
line so we have the ability to nake safe trenches
for whoever is repairing that tile.

Based on that initial concept |ayout, and
| do want to state that National Gid Renewables is
working with a trained and very experi enced drai nage
engi neer to figure all of this out. However, if we
were just going off the initial concept |ayout | can
guar ant ee you the drai nage authority board woul d not
approve the reroutes and abandonnents as laid out in
t hat pl an.

| think there would al so be plenty of
di scussion fromthe benefitting | andowners about
set backs as wel |.

So with all that said, | do | ook forward
to National Gid Renewables subnmtting their
petition for reroute and abandonnent so we can get
t hat process started so we can start | ooking at all
t hose t hi ngs.

| ook forward to | ooking at all those
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and starting the process so the benefitting
| andowners can be involved in that.

MR TOM KARAS: We'Il also be in touch.

M5. KATHY HENDERSCHI EDT: My nane is
Kat hy Hei nderschiedt, K-a-t-h-y
H-e-n-d-e-r-s-c-h-i-e-d-t.

I*'ma Nobles County Pl anni ng and Zoni ng
Adm nistrator. | have been working with Nati onal
Gid Renewabl es, we've had conversations about this
pr oposed project.

I would very nuch request that they be
held to the Nobl es County ordi nance of 150 f oot
setback fromproperty lines. As you ve heard from
t he people today, there's a | ot of concern being 150
feet fromtheir houses. To give a little bit of
per spective, counting tile here tonight, this room
I's approximately 100 feet long, just to give you a
vi sual perspective of what their concerns are.

| really think the human conditi on needs
to be considered here on this project. | do know
that there is one famly on the northern side of the
vill age of Reading that does have a special needs
child. Have they considered what this project or
proposal may do to this special needs child? |

don't know t he degree, but has that conversation
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been had. |Is there going to be potenti al
repercussions for that child with all of this going
on.

| feel like the project need is kind of
choki ng out the village of Reading, because it's
surrounding the village of Reading. W encourage
our people to live in the rural areas, and we'd |ike
to see these snmaller communities continue to grow or
devel op or even, as it is a very senior village,
younger famlies nove in to these areas. Wth all
of this proposal going on that may not happen. |
think we need to be considerate of that fact.

It was discussed earlier about, you know,
the visual effects and the proposal of trees to help
shield sone of this fromthe non participating
| andowners. | think that they need to have that
conversation with those people and that these visual
effects should go on the project, not on the
| andowner s, because you heard from M. Fritz earlier
this evening. | have not | ooked at their property,
but I"mpretty sure they have a very snall piece of
property and the expectation would be that if the
trees were put -- or any sort of screening were put
on their property, they're losing their | and and

their ability to enjoy their acreage.
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So | think that, |ooking at fromthe
health, safety and welfare, which is what ny job
entails, it would be a very good thing to | ook at
any type of screening be required to be on the
proj ect property, not on non participating
| andowners.

Listening to these people again this
eveni ng, | anguage fromthe PUC stating that if
there's any repairs for future issues of projects
fromspecifically tiled, that there be | anguage or a
condition on their permt stating that for the 30
years of this project, should an issue arise froma
nei ghbori ng | andowner that sonethi ng was destroyed,
that the project owner is responsible for those
repairs and/or reinbursenents to people that may
have a repercussion. W have a rain event and they
may not be on the project but neighboring, and if it
creates backup onto their property and sone sort of
danmage to their structures, | think it's inportant
that the PUC take that into consideration.

Then | have a question to the project.
Why are you proposing for the -- there's a proposed
expansi on to the substation, as well as the battery
storage system VWhy is that being proposed to go

closer to the people that are choosing -- out of the
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vill age of Reading why are you not going north?
You're creating -- we're tal king about hunan
condition, you're creating further inpact.

Wiy are you not proposing this to go to
t he north side of the substation, instead of going
south and closer to the village of Reading. It's a
substation, you can add or expand any direction you
want. Why are you choosing to go towards the
vill age rather than go north and away fromthese
peopl e?

MR. SAM WEAVER:. Do you want to respond
to anything regarding the siting of the BESS unit?

MR. TOM KARAS: Kathy, can you show ne on
the map. It is on the northern nost part of the
parcel that we have. Xcel is not going to sell us
property.

MS. KATHY HENDERSCHI EDT: Have you tried?

MR. TOM KARAS: Yes. |'m assum ng they
want to keep it for their future expansi on, but
we've noved it up there to this as far to the north
as we can. \Whether, when we get the final I|ayout,
there's this little triangle to the west, because of
the way that the lot is shaped, we may be able to
squeeze sone nore up there but we're totally aware

of to mnimze or inpact our neighbors to the south.
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M5. KATHY HENDERSCHI EDT: Because, you
know, there's already a |l ow |l evel humfromthe
substation, now you're proposing to increase the
substation, which could potentially increase that
noi se, and from ny understanding there is a sound
effect fromthat battery storage systemas well.

So I'mjust concerned that, you know, the
pl acenent of that being closer to the residents and
vill age of Reading could al so have an inpact for
peopl e's health, safety and welfare, with that being
t he condi ti on agai n.

MR. SAM VWEAVER: So noi se i s sonething
t hat we cover, there's a mninumall owed threshold
for residences, and so there would be noi se nopdeling
done for that, and a | ot of what we do now is we put
a condition in the permt that states that noise
needs to be nonitored during and post construction
as well, to make sure that they're still neeting
that threshold. That is certainly sonmething -- a
condition that can be in the permt.

MS. KATHY HENDERSCHI EDT: Thank you.

MR, GENE METZ: Good eveni ng, Gene Mt z,
G e-n-e Me-t-z.

' mal so a Nobl es County Conm ssi oner.

I*'m kind of careful about what role I'mtaking here
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t oni ght .

|*ve been a Conm ssioner for 13 years and
|'ve been involved in renewabl e energy all those 13
years, counting at the regional |evel, state |evel.
W' ve worked with the Conm ssioners on transmn ssi on,
siting and all that type of thing.

But the biggest thing | get asked is why
can't the county set our setbacks, and we can on the
smal | projects, you know, the non commrerci al
projects we have setbacks. But we have no say on
comrer ci al grade setbacks, and |I'm basically goi ng
to ask the Conm ssion that they seriously have to
| ook at this. These things are getting real big.
Mention was tal ked about, you know, conparing the
li vestock facilities, the bigger the units get the
further back they have to be from sonebody. So
bei ng we don't have control we're really | eaving
this up to the Public Uilities Conm ssion, and it
doesn't seemthat there's consistency from project
to project.

We al ways hoped that we could maybe sol ve
this with legislature, and a bill cane up this year
to have all setbacks at 500 feet for wind or solar,
and these things are -- if you think it's

contentious here, 1'll go to the state | egislature
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and tal k about energy, it's not any better.

That's, fromny point, that's about the
only way we can solve this, is the Public Utilities
agrees to sonething a little bit stricter or if the
petitioners would -- we have what we call a good
nei ghbor policy. Wen we put up a |ivestock
facility we're supposed to talk to the nei ghbors and
kind of work with them So |I would inplore themto
maybe | ook at extendi ng the setbacks sonewhat, if
t hey can, or the Public Uilities scrutinize this a
little bit closer. Thank you.

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH: Sir, the Conmm ssion
wll read the record, but also | wll take that back
to them that conversation about policy, public
policy, it's above ny pay grade. But | certainly
w Il bring that back to the Conm ssi oners.

MR. GENE METZ: The thing | forgot to say
Is, and | was sitting next to one of ny fellow
conm ssioners, and said where would you put it and
he said 300 and | said 500. 1It's all over the
boar d.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: Right. And I would
encour age you, to the extent it's possible, if you
want to speak as an individual you can certainly

make comments, but if you can get the board together
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and they can cone to a nunber that they want to
submt sonething to the Comm ssion for
consideration, until there's a policy fixed to your
satisfaction |I'd suggest you submt that.

MR. GENE METZ: So these comments tonight
are fromne, because we haven't tal ked about that.
| have to be careful about that.

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH  Conpletely
under st and.

MS. JUDY CHRI STI ANS: Judy Chri sti ans,
J-u-d-y CGh-r-i-s-t-i-a-n-s.

I am here to speak on ny experiences on
the wind turbine side. Wth tile, we've had trouble
wthtile for the last five years that we' ve had
wi nd turbines by us, so make sure you get tile
| anguage in there.

Last year we farnmed a farmthat we |ost,
out of 140 acres we |lost over 30 acres, and it's
probably due to tile danmage. |'ve been talking to
t he people fromthe Nobles too and they don't junp
up and volunteer that they're going to fix tile,

t hey knew there was a probl em but they didn't
contact nyself as renters or anyone else. And |'ve
been trying to get crop paynent fromthem for the

| ast |i ke three years for damage they had years
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prior. So that is just one thing that | would |ike
to have in there.

Set backs, al so, we have w nd turbi nes by
us. The setback is not far enough. W can hear the
wi nd turbines, especially when it's foggy or a
little bit frosty out. Plus we get flash on our
pl ace, and we had no say in where that turbine went
to. W farmaround the turbines and they nade a
huge ness. Honestly, we're still dealing with it,
it's over five years |later. He's on speed dial on
my phone. | don't know if he's reporting it to the
PUC or not. | haven't | ooked up the reports lately
to see if he is. So we've got tile trouble there
and |"ve got tile trouble with ny nonis ground too
where they put two turbines. So |I'd |like to make
sure that |language is in there strong and for years
to cone.

Al so, | have a question for these folks.
I*'mnot by these panels, but what is the sound going
to be like? You know, you said that the panels wll
follow the wind. Is it going to be like a w nd
tunnel for these poor folks that are |living there,
and is this BESS battery system is there going to
be sound fromthat? | was told fromthe county

there is no noi se ordi nance.
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We have a wind turbine by us that they
tried to fix, that shoul d be decomm ssioned. It
hasn't run in years, they tried to fix it. W had
| i ke 90 deci bels at our house. | called the county,
there is no noise ordinance in Nobles County. Thank
God they couldn't get it fixed, because | was
calling ny attorney, | had himon speed, | talked to
an attorney | don't want to, but how nuch noise is
t here going to be fromthis?

These panels are going -- we have w nd
turbi nes so we know the wi nd blows often, but we
al so see that the wind turbines are getting turned
off, because we're right in the mddle of it. |
nmean, the |ast week we've probably seen ten to 15
turned off at a tine, so the line has to be full.
How nuch noise is there going to be from panels and
fromthe BESS systemthat's going to be there.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So we are
coordinating -- we're doing sone sound nodeling for
both the BESS and the inverters fromthose sol ar
facilities, because that's where nost of the noise
Is produced, is fromthe inverters fromthe sol ar.
So they will be produce sone sound, but it will be
under the state regul ated noi se requirenent.

MS. JUDY CHRI STI ANS:  And what is that?
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M5. ALI A MOHAMVAD: | believe it's 50
DBA.

MS. JUDY CHRI STI ANS: 50, so would you
want to live next to that? | nean, | live next to
turbines, | know the sound I get, and honestly I
woul dn't want 50 constantly. It would be very

annoying. So | hope you can nove that.

You tal ked about vegetation for these
poor folks that are going to be in the mddle. |
mean, how | ong does it take a tree to grow? How
|l ong does it take for a tree to grow for these poor
f ol ks?

| mean, you talk about this stuff, but
fromny experience with the w nd turbine peopl e,

t hey tal ked big. Wen they cane through ny fol ks
signed up, honestly every day we say we really,
really wi sh we woul dn't have done this. It's too

| ate now but it's a huge pain where the |ines go

t hrough, there's conpactin, lots and | ots of
conpaction going on, and we're still dealing with it
years | ater

They want to cross the creek, where the
(inaudible) lives. W can't even touch the creek
but they could. So I don't know how that -- if the

PUC knew t hey went across the creek or not.
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But just nmy comments from ny experiences
on the wnd turbine side, questions that | know w ||
come up with a simlar project like this.

Honestly setbacks, the |onger the better.
W're at least 1,300 feet fromthe cl osest turbine,
and if it was a mle away that would make ne a | ot
happi er.

MR. CRAIG JANEZICH To the extent you're
havi ng i ssues with the wind turbines in your area,
whet her it be drainage tile, whatever the issue may
be, if you're not getting resolution working through
t he conpany that owns the project and it iIs
permtted by the M nnesota Public Uilities
Conmm ssi on.

MS. JUDY CHRI STIANS: And it is.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH. | woul d suggest,
there is a conplaint process and | suggest you do
t hat .

M5. JUDY CHRISTIANS: WI Il that process
be, you know, | can get ny ...

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH  Yes.

MS. JUDY CHRISTIANS: |'mgetting really
tired of calling TimMartins up and talking to him

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH There is a public

process for sure.
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M5. JUDY CHRI STIANS: Do you have a
busi ness card?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH: | have one in ny bag
and 1'll give one to you.

MS. JUDY CHRI STIANS: That's just ny
experiences fromthe wnd turbine side. People nake
alot of promses and it's not been stellar, let's
put it that way.

MR. CRAIG JANEZICH And | can't
guar ant ee what resolution the Conmm ssion wll
provide, it's up to themfrankly. But putting it on
the radar, it's got to be hel pful.

M5. JUDY CHRI STI ANS: Li ke I said, the
further away the better. The vegetation, the
screen, it takes tinme for trees to grow. You start
out with a five foot tree, |I've got trees in ny
front yard, in case you don't know it, ash bore is
here, the people wth the nice groves, poof, they're
gone. So the trees that you're planning on these
peopl e having they're going to be gone. | nean,
we' re maki ng arrangenent at our house, a couple
years our grove will be dead. But just that
knowl edge, just letting you know what |'ve seen from
t he ot her side of town.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: Malory Fritz, so this
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Is fromyour joint application. So this setback
thing is going to cone around a mllion tines. It
says that the setback required for a solar facility
is 150 feet, but you're close -- if I'm
understanding this correctly and you tell ne if |I'm
wong, this grid shows that you have a solar rate at
the closest in feet is 50 feet froma non
participating | andowner, is that correct? | don't
know i f you have a copy of this, but it's on page
34. |If you want to look it at it you can | ook at ny
copy.

MR. SAM VWEAVER: There's a map over
t here.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: It doesn't tell you
where, there's a graph that shows the cl osest
setback for the solar rays and the cl osest setback
for fence line, and it says on here non
participating parcels, but | just want to know i f
that's accurate.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So the solar rate at
50 feet fromthe parcel |ine, not houses.

MS. MALORY FRITZ: That's what | was
wonderi ng, you know, when you see this big graph
It's a lot of stuff.

MR TOM KARAS: It's a |ot.
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M5. MALORY FRITZ: And |I'mgoing to be
honest, | read your entire application, probably
nor e t han once.

And then just with the sound that she
brought up, is the state standard, is that the MPCA
st at enent ?

MR TOM KARAS: Yes.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: That's on page 59,
this says for residential during daytine hours it
says 65 or 60, | don't know the difference in what
t hose are, and for comrercial, which is in ny
opinion this is a commercial project, it's 70 and 65
so there's that.

One ot her question, do you want --

MR DUEHR: 1'll speak to the sound
bef ore you nove on. This daytinme is the 60 or 65,
but then it's nore restrictive at night.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: Yeah, it is, you're
ri ght.

MR, JEREMY DUEHR: So usual |y when they
do noi se nodeling they always go to the nore
restrictive, and it's not the | and use that's
produci ng the noise it's the receptor.

M5. MALORY FRI TZ: R ght.

MR JEREMY DUEHR: So if it's your house
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it's not commercial, it's residential.

M5. MALORY FRITZ: So, yeah, so if
residential is the |owest threshold is 50, so that's
what you're saying you're going to -- okay.

My only other question, the pile driver,
says it has 101 decibels of sound, and I know that's
a very snall portion of what this project is, but it

says it's limted to daytinme hours, but daytine

hours are until ten p.m |1'm31 years and | go to
bed at nine o' clock, 8:30, like is there actual --
wll you be running a pile driver until ten p.m

sone nights, because it's within 150 feet of ny
house, it's going to be | oud.

MS. ALI A MOHAMVAD: So duri ng
construction duration it says it can happen all day,
fromvery early till ten p.m There's certain
standards too that we have with our contractors and
how often they can work throughout the day.

MS. MALORY FRI TZ: Ckay. I think that
was all | had. Thank you, guys.

MR. JEREMY DUEHR: One nore foll ow up
comment, just to follow up on the MPCA noi se rule.
So sonmebody was commenting earlier, Judy, | think
you were tal king about -- is it Judy or Jody? Judy,

you were tal king about the county not having a noise
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standard, the M nnesota Pollution Control Agency
standard applies statew de.

So even in the absence of a county
standard that state noise standard applies.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER:  You suggested that
iIf I visited one of your sites | would see how nuch

nature was there, correct, do you renmenber saying

t hat ?

MR TOM KARAS: Sure.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: How nany sites do
you have?

MR. TOM KARAS: | haven't been to all of
the National Gid sites. |'ve got a construction

career that was about seven years long and |I've
probably been to 40 sites and then you go back as an
O and Mtechnician, after they've been operating,

and that's inportant because it's after that

establi shnment point. So you see the site in full
growh, let's say. So, no, |'ve been to a nunber of
sites.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: What is the
| ar gest site?
MR. TOM KARAS: A hundred negawatts.
MS. BAUVHOFNER: I n acres.
MR. TOM KARAS: Just for general
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reference, kind of think of five acres per negawatt
I's just a rough nunber.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: And your | argest
site is 100 negawatt ?

MR TOM KARAS: No, that's the | argest
one |'ve been to, and it was probably over 700 acres
when you put in the periphery and such.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: So the | argest one
t hat you' ve been to is 700 acres?

MR, TOM KARAS: That |'ve visited after
est abl i shrment .

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: Ww, this one is
quite a bit larger.

MR TOM KARAS: |t would be follow ng the
sane standards as the other sites, so | don't have
any expectation that it would be any different.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: Are these sites in
M nnesota or other states?

MR. TOM KARAS: Mainly M nnesot a.

MS. ALl A MOHAMVAD: We do have sites in
M nnesota. | would say that this project is on par
wth a lot of our other facilities that we are
pl anni ng.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: | was wonderi ng

which sites he was inviting ne to go see. You said
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| should go to a site and see what it | ooks |iKke,
did you not?

MR, TOM KARAS: Certainly. |'d suggest
everybody here go on a road trip.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: | think we should
all go. Wich site should we go to, which site are
we tronpi ng through?

MR. TOM KARAS: From here, maybe the
cl osest one of this size would be the Marshall sol ar
project, just to the east of the city of Marshall.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: Could we talk to
sone of the nei ghbors invol ved?

MR. TOM KARAS: | can't say what you can
do.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: Wbul d t he
nei ghbors like to speak to us about how they felt
about the project, and naybe t he nei ghbors woul d
have sone insight to what we shoul d be demandi ng.

MR, TOM KARAS: | don't know.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER:  You said | should
go see a site so now |I'mthinking, hey, which site
should | go see.

MS. ALIA MOHAMVAD: | w il say we have
operating facilities, one in Illinois and we have

actually had our operations and mai nt enance peopl e
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giving tours of our solar facilities. So if it is
sonething that is of interest for people we can work
it out and talk with our operations and nai nt enance
t eans.

M5. BECKY BAUMHOFNER: How big is the
Marshal | site?

MR TOM KARAS: 80 negawatts.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: And this --

MR, TOM KARAS: This site will be 200
nmegawatts, that one at the tine was --

M5. BECKY BAUMHOFNER: How can we arrange
a tour of the Marshall site?

MR, TOM KARAS: | would talk to the
owners.

M5. BECKY BAUMHOFNER: | think it would
be rel evant.

MR, TOM KARAS: Go for it.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: How do we do that?
Do | submt sonething?

MR. SAM VWEAVER: That is not sonething
that we can address in the EA or the scoping, but I
woul d encourage you to reach out to representatives
outside of this process, right.

Reach out to soneone at National Gid

Renewabl es and say |'d be interested in getting a
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group of interested | andowners together to tour a
facility.

It's not really sonmething we can address
in the scope of the EA, it's not really relevant to
this. But it sounds like the folks over there are
nore than anenable to setting sonething up, so if
you can do it through e-nmail, sonething |like that.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: | think it would
be relevant to this because then we woul d know nore
what we want to submt for environnental assessnent,
because of the failures that we' ve seen from w nd
turbi nes and the disgruntlenent that we've had from
that. Then we could see what people wth active
sites have a problemw th and what we know we shoul d
be asking for.

MR. SAM WEAVER: And a | ot of what |
wite about will be based on findings from other
studies, | focus on other solar farns as well, and
they're going to follow the standard practices. So
just know that information from other solar sites
and t hose devel opnent processes are used when
witing the EA. But that said, | still encourage
you to go to the sites and when we cone back here in
four nonths for the hearing, if there's sonething

that you find concerning when you go tour another
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site or just drive by and look, if that is sonething
that's not addressed in the EA you can bring up at

t he hearing and say, you know, | drove by the site,

| saw this, | didn't like this, you didn't really
tal k about that issue. You can bring it up at the
hearing and then we'll be sure to address it.

Bef ore June 5th, right, the comment period goes for
anot her coupl e weeks here.

M5. BECKY BAUMHOFNER: How are the panel s
recycled? |Is a big hole dug and they're put in the
hole and it's covered up? |Is that how you recycle
t hen? How do you recycl e?

MR, TOM KARAS: That wouldn't be
recycling, wouldn't it?

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: No. Does anybody
know why | ask that question. How are the w nd
t urbi nes recycl ed?

MR. TOM KARAS: | woul d encour age
everybody to go and | ook at the website for our
supplier, First Solar. They have this very uni que
program where they actually cone and pick up their
nmodul es, take them back because they operate their
own recycling facility next to their manufacturing
facility, so what they can reclaimfromthe

recycling facility goes in to new panels. It's a
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circular systemthat they take responsibility for
and they're one of the | eaders in the industry.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER:  Ckay.

MR, TOM KARAS: And that's the way
recycling really should operate, as you know.

MS. BECKY BAUVHOFNER: Yes. And that it
does, is just sonething that it would be nice to
know that it really does happen the way it shoul d.
Thank you.

MR SAM WEAVER: So it is 8:55, so if we
have anyone who wants to get up. So if you have
witten comments, if you have witten anyt hi ng down,
I would love if you could bring those up just to ne
personally once we adjourn here. It would be great
to get all those. |If you chat to chat a lit nore
we' re here.

Thank you all for comng tonight. W
appreciate all your comments and we wll see you
agai n soon.

(Proceedi ng concluded at 8:55 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA )
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Jonna Schrupp, do hereby certify
that the above and foregoing transcript, consisting
of the preceding 126 pages is a correct transcri pt
of ny stenographic notes of the proceedings to the
best of ny ability.

Dat ed June 11, 2025

/sl Jonna Schrupp

JONNA SCHRUPP
St enogr aphi ¢ Court Reporter
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