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8400 NORMANDALE LAKE BLVD, SUITE 1200, BLOOMINGTON, MN 55437 
952.988.9000 |  WWW.NATIONALGRIDRENEWABLES.COM 

 
 
 

October 18, 2025 
 
[Address Block] 
 
 
 
RE: Requesting Comments on a Revised High Voltage Transmission Line in Cottonwood for 
Plum Creek Wind Farm 
 
 
Dear [Name], 
 
 
Plum Creek Wind Farm, LLC (“Plum Creek”), a wholly owned subsidiary of National Grid 
Renewables, LLC, would like to update you on the proposed changes for a portion of the approved 
345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL Project) associated with the up to 414 
megawatt (MW) Plum Creek Wind Farm (Wind Farm) in Cottonwood, Murray, and Redwood 
Counties, Minnesota. 
 
Plum Creek plans to submit a Route Permit Amendment Request (RPAR) for the HTVL Project 
to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) requesting a change the southern 
approximately 7.5 miles of the HVTL Project (referred to as the Ordered Route Segment) to a 
shorter, approximately 4.1-mile-long, optimized route (referred to as the Optimized Route 
Segment) that will connect Collector Substation 2 to the revised location of Collector Substation 
1 (Revised Collector Substation 1) in Ann Township, Cottonwood County. Table 1 provides the 
revised sections of land that Plum Creek is evaluating for siting the HTVL.  
 
Changes to the location of Collector Substation 1 will be addressed in a Site Permit Amendment 
Request (SPAR) that will be submitted concurrently with the RPAR.  
 
 

Table 1: Location of Optimized and Order Route Segments 
 

Route Segment County Township Range Section(s) 

Optimized Route 
Segment 

Cottonwood  108N 38W 5-7, 18-19 

Redwood 108N 38W 5-6 
109N 38W 32-33 

Ordered Route 
Segment 

Cottonwood 108N 38W 3-5, 8-10, 15-20 

Redwood 108N 38W 4-5 
109N 38W 32-33 

 
 
 



  

8400 NORMANDALE LAKE BLVD, SUITE 1200, BLOOMINGTON, MN 55437 
952.988.9000 |  WWW.NATIONALGRIDRENEWABLES.COM 

 
 
 
 
 
Please find enclosed an updated map of the Plum Creek HTVL route and the associated corridor. 
 
If you require further information or have questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 
952.988.9000 or at marta@nationalgridrenewables.com.  
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 
 
Marta Lasch 
Permitting Lead 
National Grid Renewables, LLC 
on behalf of Plum Creek Wind Farm, LLC 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd., Ste 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
 
 
Enclosure: 
Plum Creek Location Map 
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Plum Creek HVTL Project 

Meeting with Suzanne Steinhauer at EERA 10-16-24 

Topic: Route Permit Amendment Request (RPAR) and updates on the Site Permit Amendment 
Request (SPAR) 

National Grid Renewables Attendees: Marta Lasch, Jeremy Duehr, Monika Davis 

• Marta introduced the changes to HVTL Project that will be discussed in the RPAR and 
change to location of collector sub that will be discussed in the SPAR 

o Minor shift in one turbine to allow route to go straight north-south 
o Requesting extension in construction start and in-service dates – being driven by 23-

12 docket 
o Still at 345 kV, structures, conductors, not changing 

• Suzanne recommends: 
o Acknowledge BESS and refer to the docket where that is disclosed 
o Be clear about why Plum Creek is seeking amendment, what the amendment would 

do, cross reference apps. 
• Does NGR have easement agreements? Yes 
• Current request was not considered in the first proceeding 
• Submitting both at once? Yes 
• Probably still Suzanne as EERA contact 
• 23-12 docket – indicated working on ER for this docket 
• Busy until Tuesday before Thanksgiving – Suzanne 
• Maybe could look at draft sometime in mid-November – not before the 15th 
• EERA is hiring, but not likely to start until mid-November. Everybody is very busy. 
• We still have some work to do, wanted to preview this with Suzanne to solicit any early 

comments so we can incorporate into the draft. 
• NG Renewables may submit prior to 11/15 but understand the schedule constraints 



Plum Creek HVTL Project 

Meeting with Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), 10-21-24 

Topic: Route Permit Amendment Request (RPAR) and updates on the Site Permit Amendment 
Request (SPAR) 

MDNR Attendees: Martin Donovan, Haley Byron, Samantha Bump 

National Grid Renewables Attendees: Marta Lasch (NGR), Jeremy Duehr (Fredrikson & Byron), 
Sophia Gilleland (NGR), Monika Davis (Merjent) 

Marta introduced the Optimized Route Segment and Revised Collector Substation 1 

Questions/conversation: 

• Haley: Is tree clearing required for the new sub?  
o No. 
o A portion of the optimized route segment will require removal of trees in a windrow. 

The landowner wants these trees removed. 
• Haley commented she does not have concerns with wind turbine shifts that will be 

requested with the SPAR. 
• The Site of Biodiversity Significance (SOBS) and Native Plant Community (NPC) that are 

within the right-of-way of the Optimized Route Segment should be avoidance areas during 
construction and ROW maintenance.  

o We could fence the area off to avoid disturbance during construction.  
o NGR requested a list of measures MDNR would like to see if ROW overlaps this area. 

• NPC = Dry upland prairie, does not include the trees. Haley needs to check with regional 
ecologist regarding plant community type in NPC.  

• Optimized route should have fewer impacts on flight corridors, crossing fewer drainages. 
• NGR is trying to balance landowner preferences with resource protection. 
• NGR is planning to file the RPAR in late December or early January. 
• What additional information can NGR provide? 

o Haley requested shapefile of alignment and ROW, access roads. Haley will send to 
regional ecologist to request measures that could be used to protect the SOBS and 
NPC. 

o NGR will provide the shapefile, as requested. 



Plum Creek Wind Farm, LLC 
Route Permit Amendment Request 
Docket No. IP6997 / TL-18-701 
February 2025 

Federal Agencies 
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�%����=��4�5����������+8*�������mcnodcdeYmep�bdXYmZe�̂�Z[�Yqd�WXỲ�Yqd�aXXrsaXt�Z[�Yqmb�bndXmdb�ombY�bqZrof�ud�vdsm[mdf�a[Yds�]w�fatbC�xqd����,�)����)�������������,�����)������<��)���*�����<6�,������+������3�
�T�<����������+8*��������,�*���8���+����7�)���*�����+��������*���������������8�������������)����*��������������������=� ��8�������*������6�<����U8����������8+�������3�
��6�����<6�)���*����+�������������)����8���������)��,��������)*�����*���=���yzKS{|JIJRzK�EHQFKRQI|�}SSRSJIKQH�3*��������������sd[ds�YZ�Zrs�idXYmZe�̂�~dubmYd�[Zs�prmfaeXd�aef�YdXqemXao�abbmbYaeXd̀�meXorfmep�����(<6(����������8)������[Zs�ca�mep�d[[dXYb�fdYdscmeaYmZeb�[Zs�daXq�bndXmdb�YqaY�cmpqY�ud�nsdbdeY�aef�[Zs�bndXm[mX�prmfaeXd�Ze�Yqd�[ZooZ~mep�Ytndb�Z[�nsZ�dXYb��nsZ�dXYb�me�fdvdoZndf�asdab̀��h�̀�j���̀���Ẁ�hi�W��rsao���,�*����������7�)��1�����*����1�<8�����8��*�����1���*�)���8��)������1�������U8�����������
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Plum Creek Wind Farm, LLC 
Route Permit Amendment Request 
Docket No. IP6997 / TL-18-701 
February 2025 

State Agencies 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Byron, Haley (DNR)
To: Marta Lasch; Martin.Donovan; Duehr, Jeremy; Monika Davis; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
Cc: Sophia Gilleland
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: [External] RE: Plum Creek Wind - HVTL
Date: Tuesday, January 14, 2025 3:15:47 PM
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Hello Marta,
 
Thank you for checking in. This area contains native dry hill prairie. Unfortunately, no plant survey is available for
the area. For the proposed alignment, vegetation management within the right-of-way is more of a concern than
structure placement. For all native plant communities and sites of biodiversity significance along transmission
lines, we strongly recommend the following:

Surveying all mapped native plant communities for state-listed species

Limit vegetation clearing.

Restricting herbicide use to spot treatments.

DNR review of seed mixes used on or adjacent to the site.

Habitats with state-protected species may require a large buffer distance from herbicide use.

The cut and scatter method of cutting understory trees, branches, and brush and scattering them across the

site should not be used in sensitive habitats like native prairie where the cleared vegetation consists of

invasive species. Brush in these communities should be piled, burned, or removed from the site.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you!
 
Haley Byron
Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist | Southern Region EWR

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
117 Rogers Street
Mankato, MN 56001
Office: 507-389-8813
Cell: 507-910-8963
Email: haley.byron@state.mn.us
mndnr.gov

 

From: Marta Lasch <mlasch@nationalgridrenewables.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2025 2:37 PM
To: Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Donovan, Martin (DNR) <Martin.Donovan@state.mn.us>;
Duehr, Jeremy <JDuehr@fredlaw.com>; Monika Hagebak Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com>; Bump, Samantha
(DNR) <Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from mlasch@nationalgridrenewables.com. Learn why this is
important

Cc: Sophia Gilleland <sgilleland@nationalgridrenewables.com>
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Plum Creek Wind - HVTL

 

Hi Martin, Samantha and Haley,
 
Following up to see if you’ve been able to review the preliminary alignment of the proposed preferred route
segment.
 
If there is any information you can provide about the native plant community in the vicinity of this route, we
would utilize that in the development and planning of the project.
 
Thank you,
Marta
 

   
Marta Lasch
Permitting Lead

P 612.259.3093
952.988.9000

      
 

From: Marta Lasch <mlasch@nationalgridrenewables.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 10:18 AM
To: Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Donovan, Martin (DNR) <Martin.Donovan@state.mn.us>;
Duehr, Jeremy <JDuehr@fredlaw.com>; Monika Hagebak Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com>; Bump, Samantha
(DNR) <Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>
Cc: Sophia Gilleland <sgilleland@nationalgridrenewables.com>
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Plum Creek Wind - HVTL

 
Hello folks,
 
Apologies for the delay in providing the Optimized Route Segment for your review. Attached is a kmz
showing the transmission line and preliminary pole placement. Please note we’ve placed a pole near but
outside of the native plant community and site of biodiversity significance that were discussed.
 
I also wanted to follow up to see if details of the native plant community could be shared.
 
Please let us know if you have additional questions about the proposed Optimized Route Segment.
 
Thank you,
Marta
 
 

   
Marta Lasch
Permitting Lead
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From: Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2024 2:45 PM
To: Marta Lasch <marta@nationalgridrenewables.com>; Donovan, Martin (DNR) <Martin.Donovan@state.mn.us>;
Duehr, Jeremy <JDuehr@fredlaw.com>; Monika Hagebak Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com>; Bump, Samantha
(DNR) <Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>
Cc: Sophia Gilleland <sgilleland@nationalgridrenewables.com>
Subject: [External] RE: Plum Creek Wind - HVTL

 
Hi Marta,
 
I’ve reached out to our Regional Ecologists and will let you know what I hear back. Thank you!
 
Haley Byron
Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist | Southern Region EWR

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
117 Rogers Street
Mankato, MN 56001
Office: 507-389-8813
Cell: 507-910-8963
Email: haley.byron@state.mn.us
mndnr.gov

 

From: Marta Lasch <marta@nationalgridrenewables.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2024 12:46 PM
To: Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Donovan, Martin (DNR) <Martin.Donovan@state.mn.us>;
Duehr, Jeremy <JDuehr@fredlaw.com>; Monika Hagebak Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com>; Bump, Samantha
(DNR) <Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>
Cc: Sophia Gilleland <sgilleland@nationalgridrenewables.com>
Subject: RE: Plum Creek Wind - HVTL

 

 

Hello Haley, Martin and Samantha,
 
Thank you for your time Monday. We appreciate the opportunity to talk through the proposed amendment.
Notes from our meeting are attached.
 
We are working with the engineers to adjust the alignment to reflect the span we discussed over the NPC. I
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will circulate those shapefiles when available. In the meantime, can the DNR share the details of the plant
communities in the NPC?
 
Thank you and as always please reach out with any questions.
Marta
 

   
Marta Lasch
Permitting Lead

P 612.259.3093
952.988.9000 E marta@nationalgridrenewables.com

      8400 Normandale Lake Boulevard, Suite 1200 | Bloomington, MN 55437

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Marta Lasch 
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2024 1:57 PM
To: Marta Lasch; Byron, Haley (DNR); Donovan, Martin (DNR); Duehr, Jeremy; Monika Hagebak Davis
Cc: Sophia Gilleland
Subject: Plum Creek Wind - HVTL
When: Monday, October 21, 2024 2:00 PM-2:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 217 580 175 718
Passcode: okHfu2

Dial in by phone
+1 469-998-7639,,936605972# United States, Dallas
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 936 605 972#

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN
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