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Dear Dr. Haar:

On October 22, 2014 Great River Energy and Minnesota Power (Applicants) filed reply
comments to the Department’s October 14, 2014 comments on the Notice Plan Petition for
the Application of Great River Energy and Minnesota Power for a Certificate of Need for the
Menahga Area 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Hubbard, Wadena and Becker Counties,
Minnesota (Notice Petition). The Applicants agreed to the Department’s recommendations
with the exception of the recommendation to reject the Applicants’ request for a variance to
Minnesota Rules 7829.2500, subp. 5, which requires newspaper notice of the Certificate of
Need (CN) application. In their reply comments, the Applicants provided further justification
for their proposed newspaper notice variance request. The Department’s analysis of this
additional information is below.

The additional information provided by the Applicants explained that the request for the
newspaper notice variance is due to the fact that the Applicants will be filling a combined
certificate of need and route permit application in one document. Minnesota Rules
7850.2100, subp. 4 requires that newspaper notice be filed within 15 days after
submission of a route permit application. The Applicants concluded that two newspaper
notices (one pursuant to the Notice Plan and the other pursuant to Minnesota Rules
7850.2100, subp. 4) are sufficient, and that a third would be redundant.

The Department considers complete and thorough public notice to be crucial in ensuring
that the public is aware of, can participate in, and affect the outcome of a CN proceeding. In
this case, since the CN and route permit applications will be filed simultaneously, a single
notice informing the public of both applications could conceivably fulfill both rule
requirements. However, to the extent the Commission determines that a variance is
necessary, the Department concludes that granting a variance to Minnesota Rules
7829.2500, subp. 5 would not adversely affect the public interest, particularly if the
applicants provide newspaper notice of the applications closer to the time of filing than the
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outside limit of the 15 days allowed by Minnesota Rules 7850.2100, subp. 4. The
Department is not aware that the variance would conflict with standards imposed by law.

Therefore, the Department recommends that the Commission grant the Applicants’ request
for a variance to the newspaper notification requirement of Minnesota Rules 7829.2500,
subp. 5.

The Department’s final recommendations to the Commission are:

e approve the Applicants’ proposed Notice Plan with the modifications
recommended by EERA staff.

e grant the Applicants’ request for a variance to Minnesota Rules 7829.2550,
subp. 6 to allow implementation of the Notice Plan no more than 60 days prior to
the filing of the CN petition.

e grant the Applicants’ request for a variance to Minnesota Rules 7829.2500,
subp. 5 to eliminate the need for potentially redundant newspaper notification of
the CN application upon its filing.

Sincerely,

/s/ MICHAEL ZAJICEK
Rates Analyst
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