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Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
To Whom it May Concern,

I am a resident of Pine Island, MN and a homeowner. I would like to submit my comment for record
on MPUC Docket No. E002/TL-26-135. After careful review of this docket, I have formulated a few
concerns regarding Project Skyway. My first concern is for the two residences located between 301
and 500 feet of the Project. 

The docket states that the construction would add a minimal aesthetic impact on these residences. I
think these homeowners are owed an explanation of just exactly how this is going to impact them,
considering how close construction is going to be conducted near them. The docket states that most
impacts would be minimal and temporary during the construction phase of the Project and that
temporary impacts may include tree clearing, use of heavy equipment (noise and fugitive dust), and
lighting that may disturb wildlife, habitat, natural areas, and user enjoyment. The estimated time of
construction is 2.5 years and that approximately 20 to 30 daily contract workers will be employed
for the construction of the transmission line. That seems like a highly disruptive change for these
homeowners to endure for over two years. 

Another concern I have is the resulting costs Project Skyway will have on Pine Island residents and
business owners. More transmission lines cause utility rates to rise in the short term. The initial
construction costs of these multi-billion-dollar projects are passed on to consumers through fixed
monthly transmission and rider fees on utility bills. What reassurance do we have that Google fully
intends to assume these costs? Will residents and business owners be shouldering these costs?
Inflation has already negatively impacted so many people. A rise in utilities short or long term is a
very serious concern for people already struggling to pay their bills. Given that this project is to
support the construction of a data center, there is a heightened concern about potential rises in
utility costs associated with the increased electricity demand. Residents and business owners are
owed a thorough explanation of how Project Skyway and the data center are going to impact our



short and long term utility costs.

This is an article from the Center on Global Energy Policy that discusses rising electricity prices
associated with data centers and inefficient infrastructure planning: 
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/publications/electricity-affordability-and-load-growth-
diagnosing-and-fixing-the-problem/

This is an article from the Environmental and Energy Study Institute discusses increased energy bills
due to data center power demands: 
https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/data-center-power-demands-are-contributing-to-higher-
energy-bills

It states that according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, residential electricity prices
rose by 11.5% in 2025, outpacing inflation. Looking further ahead, prices are expected to increase
by up to 40% by 2030 compared to 2025. I understand that Project Skyway is a profitable venture for
some, however, the residents and business owners of Pine Island will not see any benefit from this
project or the data center. If anything, the evidence points to an increase in utility costs and a major
disruption for residents due to long term construction. 

- Tosca Wohl 
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