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1 MR.SAM LOBBY: Hello. Therewe go. 1 evening. We have two more in person tomorrow and
2 Good morning, everybody. My nameis Sam 2 then onein person on Wednesday, and Thursday we
3 Lobby, I'm with the Minnesota Public Utilities 3 havetwo virtual, one during the day and one in the
4 Commission. | will get going here for today's 4 evening. Sothere's plenty of opportunitiesto
5 Mmeeting. 5 comment if you don't get out a comment today that
6  Firstof al, | want to thank al of you 6 you wanted to, there's other meetings that you can
7 for coming out today. | redlly, really appreciate 7 cometo, including those virtual ones so you don't
s you taking the time out of your day to behere. And | s haveto leave your house or anything.
9 | know thisis an extrathing that you have to come 9 Additionally, you can submit written
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to that takestime, but | just want you to know that
your input is highly, highly valued by the
Commission and we appreciate you being here today.

Today we're here to discuss the Mankato
to Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Line, that
is being proposed by Xcel Energy.

Today we're hereto give you a public
information meeting, which is going to be the first
part here where we go over our presentation and
welll aso be talking about the environmental impact
statement that Rich will be discussing. And that
during that portion there will be plenty of time for
folksto ask questions or to make comments.

We do have public meetings for this going
al week. We have two of them today, so we've got
today here and another one in Waterville this
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comments. Just one note on written comments. There
isn't apreference, or there's written versus spoken
comments here at the meeting and they're weighted
the same, so you don't have to worry about, if you
write the comments, that it counts less or anything,
it countsthe same. And the written comment period
will close on August 1st, so you've got plenty of
time for that.

The project can be found on the Public
Utilities Commission website under the docket
numbers 22-532 and 23-157. Y ou can see those up
there and they're on the printouts that we handed
out at the front and we will cover more of that
information in future slides as well.

So just to provide alittle context. The
Public Utilities Commission is here to give you all,
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the public, avoice. We are not for or against any
projects that come before us. We're not affiliated
with or representing any of the applicants that come
to us. We are here to make sure that all interested
parties have an opportunity to comment, and one of
the most important interested parties are the
public, you that live in the area and that know the
project area better than anyone else. There's
things that we can come in and we have summary
sources, for example, for the environmental
analysis. We have summary sources that we can get
an idea of the things we want to study, but you all
who live in the area know the place the best and to
tell uswhat we wouldn't know about.

So, with that said, your input is
critically important to making a decision on this
project as to whether or not this gets permitted.
So, again, thank you very much for coming. There
are five commissioners at the PUC and they do take
the public comments very seriously, so anything you
share with us today or in writing, just know that
the commissioners will see that.

So, with that, | will just giveyou a
basic agenda here of what we're covering today.

My nameis Sam Lobby. Inthe blue shirt

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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over there in the corner is my colleague, Trevor
Culbertson. We both work for the Public Utilities
Commission. We arefilling in today for Cezar
Panait. Heisthelead on this project but couldn't
be here today. Y ou're more than welcome to get
ahold of Trevor and | at any time if you have
guestions about the project and we can direct you to
the right place.

The project is being proposed by Xcel
Energy. We have Ms. Heine with the Company today to
represent the project that they are proposing.

And then next after that we will have
Rich Davis with the Department of Commerce Energy
Environmental Review and Analysisto tak alittle
bit about the environmental analysis.

And then after that, the slides should
take us around a half hour maybe, and then the rest
of the meeting will be for you all to ask questions
and provide comments.

So the purpose of today's meeting is,
first of al, to provide information about this
proposed project aswell asthe State's high voltage
transmission line route permit process, so how we go
about actually permitting these projects.

WEe'll aso provide an opportunity to

© 00 N O g~ W N P
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participate in developing the scope of the
environmental impact statement. If you haven't
heard of an environmental impact statement before or
what the scope of that entails, Rich will be
covering that. And so if you have any questions,
you're more than welcome to ask them, but hopefully
that will clear up what that is about.

Part of developing a scope of an
environmental impact statement is that we want to
get comments on potential impacts of a proposed
project as well as comments on methods to minimize,
mitigate, and avoid potentia impacts, which may
include proposing aternative routes or route
segments for consideration. So that's where you
folks on the ground who live in the area and know
the area the best, that's where your expertise can
be really important and useful for making decisions
about these kinds of projects.

WEe'll also be providing our contact
information in case you have questions later. And
for the Public Utilities Commission and the
Department of Commerce, feel free to reach out to us
at any time and feel free to ask questions during
the whole length of this process.

So there are severd different government

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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unitsthat are involved in this process.

Of course, the Public Utilities
Commission, we are the government unit that reviews
applications and issues site and route permitsin
the state of Minnesota.

We also have Rich here with the
Department of Commerce. They manage the
environmental review process for the PUC and prepare
environmental impact statements on a proposed
project.

Lastly, later on in the project, we will
have an administrative law judge from the Office of
Administrative Hearings. And they will facilitate a
public hearing later in the process and then they
will provide areport to the Commission setting
forth findings of fact, conclusions of law, and
recommendations on the proposed project.

So that'sjust alittle kind of snapshot
of what that's going to look like today here. We
are soliciting comments from you all about how to
develop what will be studied in the environmental
analysis and then that will take several monthsto
complete that analysis. And then once that happens,
then we're going to come back here and you all will
by invited back and the draft of that analysis will
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be published so you all have timeto take alook at
it and, you know, develop your own thoughts about
it. Then you can come back here and there will be
another public forum where you can talk about were
the things you said in this meeting today, did those
get added in the environmental analysis, things like
that. So Rich will cover more of that, but that
will be overseen by ajudge and so that's all
officia in the record.

Additionally, | don't have it up on the
slide here, but there are other state agencies that
will get involved in this process. They're not
officialy part of the permitting process. There
are the three agencies that | mentioned, but if
there's other agencies like the Department of
Natural Resources, the Department of Transportation,
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, those types
of agencies might have information or things that
can inform the environmental analysis, or they might
have rules and regulations that intersect with this
project where they're going to have their
requirement. So there'salot of different state
agencies that get involved.

So just alittle more background on the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. Our

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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Commission consists of five commissioners. They are
appointed by the governor and confirmed by the State
Senate. We regulate three service industries,
electricity, natural gas, and telephone. Our
mission is to ensure safe, adequate, and efficient
utility services at fair and reasonable rates. And
we provide independent professional oversight and
regulation of utility service providersin a manner
that is consistent with the public interest.

So in order for this project to be
permitted, there's two different things that the
Commission needsto give to the project applicant.
So oneiscalled acertificate of need. Soa
certificate of need isrequired for any high voltage
transmission line with a capacity of 300 kilovolts
or more or one mile of itslength in Minnesota. The
Applicant will also need to get aroute permit. And
in this casg, it's going for afull review process.
So any high voltage transmission line with a nominal
voltage of 100 kilovolts or more and greater than
1500 feet in length will require aroute permit. So
these are the two where the official language that
is used for the types of permits that they need to
have to get this project completed.

So | won't go too deep into this.

© 00 N O g~ W N P
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Ms. Heine, with the Company will be giving you more
details. But Xcel isproposing to build a new
approximately 130-mile 345 kilovolt transmission
line and a separate new 20-mile 161 kilovolt
transmission line. The proposed 345 kilovalt line
will run from Mankato to the Mississippi River
crossing near Kellogg, Minnesota. And the 161 line
will be north of Rochester. Construction is planned
to start in 2026 and the project is scheduled to be
in service by 2030.

So, with that in mind, hereisalittle
timeline to just give you a sense of how long this
process will take.

So the application was submitted at the
beginning of April of thisyear and it was accepted
by the Commission on June 26th of 2024. The public
information and environmental scoping meetings are
of course right now, so this week, today through
Thursday is when those meetings will be held.

So then today we get comments from you
about what we should study for the environmental
assessment. Then in October of 2024 we will have
developed that scope based partly on your comments
and we will release that scoping decision of here's
what we plan to study and that will happen in

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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October.

Then in March of 2025, so several months
out, that's about how long it takes to actually do
the study itself, then we will issue a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, so it won't be a
final one. And then it will come back to you and
that's where the public hearings will happen.

So in April of 2025 there will be a
second set of public hearings just like today, only
there will also be the administrative law judge
present. And then so that's where you can make your
comments about did we hit everything that we should
have studied for the environmental analysis.

And then the final environmental impact
statement will be issued in either June or July of
2025 and the final decision on this permit will
happen as estimated in September of 2025.

So thiswill be over ayear before all
the decisions are made and there are alot of
opportunities for public comment and things like
that. And also, as| mentioned, the Public
Utilities Commission, our phones are aways on, so
if you ever have any questions throughout the
process, you're more than welcome to give usacall.

With that, | will hand it over to
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Ms. Heine with Xcel Energy.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Thanks, Sam.

Yep. SolI'm Ellen Heine with Xcel
Energy. I'mthelead in the siting and land rights
group. We're kind of the lead for the permit
development. There are several other folks from the
project team here as well to assist me.

So, yeah. So this proposed project is--
this project was part of agroup of projects that
were identified by MISO, which is the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator. It'saregional
transmission planning group that identified the need
for this. And asyou can seethat on the site, it's
got avariety of benefits where it's adding capacity
to accommodate more energy on the system and improve
reliability inthisarea. It creates greater access
to some of the renewable energy that is getting
developed in the region. It upgrades some of the
existing facilities that are on the ground right now
and then also, obvioudly, it's supporting some
regional economic growth through new energy
infrastructure and devel opment of the project.

So, | apologize. | waslooking at one
thing and --

Okay. So therouting process that we

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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developed, we have been out through here a couple of
timesin the past. We did someinitial routing
development via using mapping information and stuff
like that online, developed some initial routes, and
then based on those preliminary routes went out and
did a couple of rounds of open houses aswell as
doing some field review of those proposed routes to
make some adjustmentsto that. So based on that
process that happened over the last previous year,
the routes that you see on the maps are the ones
that are proposed.

So thisisaso on that larger map in the
back, just an overview of the whole project. The
segments, based on the kind of, like, the pointsin
between we identified four separate segments for
this, but it'sreally all part of that larger
project. So those parts on this end of the project
that are shown in orange are segment one, and then
from Faribault to Pine Island is segment two.
Segment three is from Pine Island over to the
Mississippi River by Kellogg. And segment four is
actually essentially arelocation of an existing
161 kV linethat's currently located on the same
structures as that 345 line for that portion of it.

So the one that most people are

© 00 N O g~ W N P
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interested in today here.

Segment one, it starts at the Wilmarth
Substation in Mankato here, and then segment oneis
apoint very close to an existing substation in
Faribault. So we had initially, when we went out,
we had an alignment that followed an existing 115 kV
line from Wilmarth to Faribault. There's a portion
of that that's been eliminated and now it routes
down and around because that area by the Mankato
airport had above-ground easements that wouldn't
alow thelineto there located there. So there'sa
combination of different lines that you'll see on
the map. It will ultimately be one end-to-end route
based on all the lines shown here. But the north
route mostly follows a 115 kV line, and the southern
route partially would follow an existing 69 kV line
where we diverge from that.

And then segment two is from Faribault
over to Pineldand. And that, the north route on
that segment partially follows also another 69 kV
line, but bypasses the city. So there's a portion
of that 69 kV line that goes through town that we
wouldn't follow. And the southern route on segment
two iswhat we call agreenfield route where there's
not an existing transmission line along that

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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segment.

And then as | mentioned, segment three,
the first portion of segment three is currently
operating at a 115 -- or a 161 kV on one side of the
lines and the 345 kV on the opposite side, so that
161 will need to be relocated there. The point of
segment three is that we would just install a second
345 on the other side of the existing poles that
were constructed a few years ago as part of the CapX
2020 project.

And then, as | mentioned, segment four is
then route aternative four for that 161 kV lineto
connect the Chester substation, which is southeast
of Rochester, or east of Rochester and west of the
Pine Island substation.

There is one route segment that's shown
on the route there in the dashed line, which isan
aternative that we recently filed on the docket
as-- it wasn't included in the initial application,
but we have done some additional study and worked
with our utility partners and identified that it's
possible to double-circuit with an existing 161 kV
line there so that has been added to the project to
study aswell.

And as | mentioned, we do have project
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partners on this for the western portions of the
line. So we are working with Dairyland Power,
Rochester Public Utilities, and Southern Minnesota
Municipal Power. We, as Xcel Energy, are the
Applicant and are leading that process, but those
utilities are also partnersin the process.

And then adifferent kind of similar
version of this, but the timeline. This project was
identified in 2022. We've been in this process
right now of route development, doing public
engagement and getting feedback and preliminary
engineering, and we submitted that route permit
application to the PUC. So now we'rein thisreview
period from between now and 2026 of the Commission
reviewing the application and studying routes and
impacts. And once the permit gets issued, then we
would begin negotiating with landowners on the route
that gets selected and obtain any other additional
reguired permits from the DNR or local communities.
So there's more outreach that goes on at that time
once we find out the specific route.

We're anticipating construction to begin
in probably late 2026 and continue until early 2030,
and then that one will be placed in service at that
time.

Page 18

Just a quick overview here. The
easements that we're talking about, those have been
mentioned. | think we sometimes use them
interchangeably. The easement is the specific right
to authorize the utility to be located in that
location, and that's the agreement that we would
work with the landowner to acquire aright of way is
more like the description of the area. Basically,
when we're talking about aright of way or an
easement, we're saying that same 150 feet for the
345 or 80 to 100 feet for the 161 kV line.

There was some confusion. There'salso a
route width that gets identified, and that's a
broader area where the environmental study includes
that. But that's really more of just for the
permitting process, to make sure that we encompass
the environmental impact statement in the adjacent
area. There's some ability to make adjustments for
the specific alignment working with the state and
going through a process to do that, but the route
width of 1,000 feet, that's much wider than the
actual easement would be.

So theinfrastructure itself. What we're
anticipating isthat it would be stedl structures,
single pole style usually, so just one single pole.

© 00 N O g~ W N P
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In the areas where it would be double-circuited,
they would do insulators on each side, so there
would be three wires on each side of the pole. And
any locations where there is a single circuit, they
would be alternating, so they'd be staggered on
either side of that. The 345 kV segments of the
line are typically 150 feet for the right of way or
the easement width. And the spans between poles are
typically about 800 to 1200 feet in length. And
then the 161 kV, that narrows to 100 feet for the
easement or the right of way there, and those spans
are alittle shorter at 300 and 500 feet on average
between those structures.

And then just the typical construction
process. Once the routes are determined and we've
worked through with the landowners on the land
rights, they start doing soil surveys and staking.
The beginning construction access gets devel oped,
they install matting in some places and do some tree
clearing to be able to get vehicles close to the
right of way. And it certainly gets mobilized and
materials get staged. They begin doing the
foundation construction for the poles, then come
through and install the structures on the
foundations and then at the end is the restoration

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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and wrapping up of the project area.

And then thisisjust some general
contact information for us. We've got a project
website that you can see there and a project email
specifically as a project phone number. Soif you
have any specific questions about contacting us
directly, and there is stuff about the state process
that the state folks have provided that information
aswell, but you can always reach out to usif you
have questions.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. Welcome,
everybody.

My nameis Rich Davis, I'm with the
Minnesota Department of Commerce. I'min the Energy
Environmental Review and Analysis unit, or EERA.
Also with my unit hereis Logan Hicks. You might
have met him when you camein at the welcome table
or signed up to speak. Either one of uscan help
answer questions about the state process and are
working on getting your comments on the alternative
routes or anything like that.

Thisisjust areal quick breakdown of
what we're here to address and what we're looking at
from an agenda, kind of looking at our role, which
is primarily the environmental review. We'l go
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through scoping, recommending alternatives, how to
comment, and then we'll open it up for questions and
comments from everybody.

So alittle bit on this. We, other than
engaging with the public at meetings like this, Sam
kind of mentioned it as well, we coordinate with
other state agencies aswell as federal agencies and
tribes. They have technical representatives that we
reach out to. You may see their commentsin the
docket for the project in the initial comment, but
we get communications directly to our unit for
concerns or questions that they might have or
recommendations that they may have regarding the
project. They also notify us of other state permits
that will be required of the applicant should the
project go forward, that they will have to apply to
those other agencies and get those and coordinate
with them aswell.

But alittle bit on what we do. We
conduct the environmental review for transmission
lines on behalf of the Commission. What we're
trying to do iswe're trying to look at it
objectively. We evaluate potential human and
environmental impacts and identify strategies to
avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts from the

Page 22

project.

We are aneutra third party. We are
just here to provide facts and look at the comments
and look at the alternatives that are being
suggested. We don't have abias for or against any
project or one segment or anything of the project.
We don't have a preference. Our goal with all of
thisisto try to help the Commission and the public
understand what's being used and |ooked at for the
project and for the potential impacts of it, and to
help the Commission make an informed decision
regarding the issuance of a certificate of need or a
route permit.

For this project, as was mentioned, well
be compl eting the environmental impact statement, or
an EIS, just because of the size of the project and
the complexity of potential resource impacts we went
that route versus asmaller, if you want to call it
that, EA, which is an environmental assessment.

But the EIS itsdlf, it'll describe the
proposed project and any aternatives that are
brought in. I'll get to alittle bit more on that
aswe go on here.

It looks at potential human and
environmental impacts of the proposed project.

© 00 N O g~ W N P

NN N NRNDNRR R PR B P B P R R
a A WO DN PP O © 0N O a b W N - O

Page 23

Again, it identifies strategies to avoid, minimize,
and mitigate impacts. The EISwill also list out
impacts that cannot be avoided with any particular
route or route segment or alternative that goes
forward. We try to make that clear within the
document so that the commissioners can see and
compare the different routes and aternatives that
are out there. Again, we don't advocate for or
against a project, we're just trying to remain
unbiased and provide information.

There'salot of text on some of these
and | apologize, but | want to make sure that we get
everything covered.

So for public input, to help -- it helps
us to shape the scope and essentially the table of
contents in what we're focusing on inthe EIS. We
actually issuethis, and it is over on the table by
Logan over there, it's called a draft scoping
decision. So prior to us beginning the EIS, we
will -- the Department of Commerce will issue that
scoping decision as to what to include.

If you look in there, there's actually a
table of contents, if you look at that document.
And it identifies the general or main areas of
resources that we're going to be looking at as we
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evaluate the project for potential impacts. And
that's just meant to help, you know, if you have
comments or questions about any potential impacts,
that is kind of to help guide you asto where those
might fall in, or if you have questions about where
they might fit in, we can look at that and help you
guysfigureit out.

But there are some questions that when
we're here asking for public comments that really
help usfocusin on things that are on the screen.
I'm going to read them just to make sure that we
have them all here.

Are there other ways to meet the stated
need for the project? For example, adifferent size
project or adifferent type of facility? That
guestion is specific to the certificate of need for
this project. And when we mention that, it's
actually called asystem alternative. So if there's
some way to generate power or some other type of
project that could help the Applicant meet their
needs of this project and why it's being proposed.
It could be something potentially other than a
transmission line that you may want to have
considered or looked at. Because that, again, is
discussed in the draft scoping decision that's over
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there on the table.

What potential human and environmental
impacts of the proposed project should be considered
inthe EIS? We can look at alot of maps and get a
lot of information about potential resource impacts
that are out there for the project, but when it
comes down to items that have local interest or
individual landowners that have concerns, we can't
see dl of those. So it'simportant that you are
here to give us comments or that you're giving us
comments by writing in. It lets us know about
things that are out there that we can't see maybe by
simply looking at a map or some other data that
another agency might give us.

Also, are there methods -- are there any
methods to minimize, mitigate, or avoid potential
impacts of the proposed project that should be
consider inthe EIS? That'sfairly
self-explanatory.

But the next one on here, are there any
aternative routes or route segments that should be
considered in the EIS to address or minimize
potential impacts associated with the proposed
project?

The next dlide actually discusses
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alternative routes and how to suggest them so I'm
going to hold that until then.

Are there any unique characteristics of
the proposed project area that should be considered
inthe EIS? Again, local input from the folks that
live out here is where we find that information.
That's what helps us kind of direct our analysis
when we're doing the EIS.

Referring to route alternatives, we can
get alot of route alternatives or dternative
segments to sections of the route that are
basically, well, don't come by my house, put it over
by somebody else's house. And that'safine
suggestion, but it's tough for usto do alot with
that because essentialy it's the shifting the
impact from your property to somebody else's. And
when we're looking at aternatives, we're trying to
find ways to reduce those impacts. So we want route
alternatives to be suggested or brought in that on
thisdlide explains alittle bit as to what we're
looking for and what helps us to fine tune those,
the route aternatives or the alternative segments
that would make it into the EIS analysis.

One, we gotta be able to identify any
impact that's occurring for the existing proposed
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alignment. And then suggesting an alternative route
and discuss how that alternative mitigates those
anticipated impacts.

We want them submitted on time within the
comment period. August 1st is our deadline for
comments to comein.

They have to meet the need of the
project, so the Applicant has an intended purpose of
the project. We can't have a, you know, something
that says route the transmission line to Chicago,
that's not going to really meet the need of the
project or help us get to where we need to be.

And feasibility isa part of thisas
well. If you suggest an aternative, it'll be
myself and Logan and my supervisor that will be
looking at those recommendations and making the
recommendation as to the aternatives that are
included in the scope of the EIS.

So, again, making it clear, having a map,
having as much information in there asyou can is
helpful.

Again, another handout on that table,
it'stitled How to Suggest Alternative Transmission
Routes. It walks you through the process. If you
have any questions after this meeting, we'll take
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them at the meeting, if you have questions
afterward, obviously email me, call me, you know we
want to help get those things down as best we can.

If it'scarried forward in the EI'S that
alternative can be selected. The aternative hasto
be included in that environmental review so that
it's something that the commissioners can consider
so that the impacts have been looked at.

And then Xcel Energy would have the power
of eminent domain to construct that alternative if
the Commission were to tell them they had to pick a
route or aroute alternative that's put forward.

A little bit -- you're ahead of me. And
thisis, again, for the certificate of need or the
CN alternatives, which again are the system
alternatives. So in addition to the route
aternativesthat | wasjust kind of talking about
and | had previously mentioned this, was the first
guestion that was on that slide. We haveto look at
the system alternatives to the project that includes
different size, type, and timing. And then alittle
note there on the side of the slide, the EIS will
study ano-build alternative, it will study what
happens if the project is not constructed as
proposed. And, again, there's not aton of detail
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on there, but the CN alternatives, again, are
looking at other ways of possible generation or
aong the route adifferent sizeline, a

different -- it's not just necessarily adifferent
route or route alternative, it's amuch bigger
pictureto look at.

And the next slide on how to comment.
Obviously, verbal comments today at the meeting or
completing the handout. We've got all kinds of fun
stuff if you like paper. That is over there at the
table with Logan, it's got my name and address on
it. Onone side you actualy just put your
information at the top, fill out that bottom
section. The questionsthat | just read off are all
on thereaswell. Fill out that bottom section,
fold it up, put astamp onit, and it goes right to
me, it's got my address on it. It's got other ways
to contact me as well, it's got my email, it's got a
phone number, it's got the project website that we
maintain for our agency that has information for the
public aswell.

That right there, the next one on the
list, the comment online. That is on our website.

If you go to the project page on our website, there
isalittle button at the top of it that says Submit
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a Comment, and you can click on that and it'll go
into the system and | get an email straight to my
email that says that as the comments comeiin.

And then mailing or emailing a comment.
Obviously, that's my address up in St. Paul, email
address. The comment period ends August 1<t |
don't know how many times we can say that, but we'll
try to keep saying it.

Again, I've already covered these, I'm
not going to read them all again, but it'sjust a
reminder of topics for comments that really help us
out, that can direct us the best on the scope of the
EIS. Andwell put that back up when people are
commenting, that way it'll have some reference to
the comment questions there.

But on the comments and questions, there
isalittle bit of etiquette and decorum here, |
guess. One speaker at atime. That helps out my
lovely court reporter, Janet. She cannot -- she's
trying to keep afull, complete record of everything
that's discussed. It's not possible for her if
there's multiple people talking. So be respectful
of each other and of her trying to get us a good
record and doing her job.

Please state and spell your name when we
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come up. | want everybody to come up to the mic,
that helps out again with Janet, and it getsusto
make sure that everybody can hear everything.
Please limit comments to five minutes. Maintain
respect for each other. And direct your comments
and questions to the scope of the environmental
impact statement as much as possible. That's the
most helpful.

And | tell you, you can come up and
comment on anything you want, but it is most hel pful
to focus on those questions. And this one, we
should almost print this out for people. But this
dlide gives you all the information on the end of
the comment period, how to comment, whereto
comment, the questions that are being asked. There
is different contact information for staff and for
the Applicant. Additional information that's our
website on there. It also directsyou as to how to
get onto eDockets to look at the full record for the
project or to sign up for notifications through
eDockets.

So | would suggest -- again, another
handout, but you can pick this up before you leave
if you're not going to comment today. Or if you do
comment today, thisis going to make sure that you
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have all the contact information for staff that you
might need to get ahold of herein the process.

But with that, we're going to open up for
comments. And I've got alist here of folks that
have signed up. You can still make acomment if
you're not on our list. We will go around, because
| want to make sure we get everybody that's
interested in providing a comment today.

But the first one I've got on hereis
Harry Tolzman.

MR. HARRY TOLZMAN: My nameis Harry
Tolzman, H-A-R-R-Y, T-O-L-Z-M-A-N.

I'm from Waterville, Minnesota. | live
on the north side of Highway 60 approximately one
mile south of Waterville.

The proposed project, if implemented with
the new 150-foot right of way and easement, would
virtually eliminate my building site. And | can
speak on behalf of my neighbors between Waterville
and Elysian, which is approximately five miles, it
would eliminate seven or eight building sites
completely.

Now, in the proposed project, there was
an aternative route north of Waterville that |
would prefer to see considered. And one thing that
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was not in the alternatives was the state trail that
runs from Mankato to Faribault. And that'san
existing old abandoned railroad that was made into a
statetrail. And you aready have the trail between
Mankato and Faribault that should be considered as
an aternative.

Now, you sent out approximately 7,500
notices on this project, and the combined meetings,
in the next four meetings you may get comments from
75 or 100 people, which is roughly one or two
percent of the total people notified. | want you to
consider uslittle people. We don't have deep
pockets, we can't fight big, corporate Xcel Energy,
so consider the human impact of eliminating our
building sites.

My buildings, I've been there for 50
years, has a mature tree stand of Maples that are 50
years old and this new right of way would eliminate
both the buildings and the existing building site.

S0 please consider these human impacts.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you. Next up |
have Terry --

No, he's waving me off.

Okay. Thenwell go onto Cliff Wetzel.
No? You're waving me off, too.
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Then | have Erin Guentzel.

MS. ERIN GUENTZEL: | crossed my name
off, but --

MR. RICH DAVIS: Oh.

MS. ERIN GUENTZEL: -- wewereat a
previous open house that was a sign-in thing, but |
wanted to ask about the Sakatah Trail.

So Erin Guentzel, E-R-I-N,

G-U-E-N-T-Z-E-L.

So we are |ocated along the Sakatah
Trail, and where it meets the County Road 27 there
is a substation there. We've been there for 20
years. Inthat time, we have seen that substation
grow to more than half of the size it was when we
built.

We have had multiple trees along the
Sakatah Trail be cut down because they aready
interfere with the power lines that exist. So you
head towards Madison Lake, there's no shade. There
used to be shade ten years ago. There's none now.
When | went around towards Mankato, | can see how
close the lines are getting to the treesand | can
see how the trees are warped.

Asthey go through the lake, there's so
much vegetation. | saw alittle family of ducks
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sitting there, and | have seen the geese and the
beavers and everything el se that would be
significantly impacted by having the lines come
through there and having construction that would go
through, too, aswell.

So I've submitted comments and I'll
continue to submit comments during the appropriate
times and all, but as mentioned, the Sakatah Trail,
that's a big impact, too, not only human, but
environmental and for the wildlife.

COURT REPORTER: How do you spell Sakatah
Trail?

MS. ERIN GUENTZEL: S-A-K-A-T-A-H,
Sakatah Trail.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. | have
Gerald Rausch, Rochester.

MR. GERALD RAUSCH: | think after what |
heard, | can't -- | have more issuesthan | knew
when | started so I'm going to pass for now.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. That isall
| have on the list of people that put their names
down to speak. I'm not going to limit it to that.

If anybody would like to speak or has any questions,
comments, anything, now is your time to do it on the
record.

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

D T T e N T L S S S T T
O © ® N O® U1 A W N B O

21

Page 36

Otherwise, we will be herefor alittle
bit where you can talk to staff or with Xcel or with
the State about process, if you want to. We have a
couple GIS mapping stations back in the corner that
look bored right now, so if you want to zoom in on
any specific properties or any specific stretches of
any of the line segments or anything like that to
see where they go through or how they potentially
impact your property or if you're thinking of
submitting an alternative segment or aternative
route, they can definitely help you.

Oh, yep. Come on up.

MS. NANCY PREHN: Nancy Prehn, N-A-N-C-Y,
P-R-E-H-N.

Mineis more at the -- well, it hasto do
with the possibility if you end up claiming eminent
domain because nobody does want thisin their yard.
And | would hope that you would be fair and
equitable when dealing with the eminent domain.

Welivein an area where our property was
taken by eminent domain years ago by a utility
company, and in a perfect world they would have been
fair and equitable. And at the time I'm sure they
thought they were, but times change, people need to
be treated fair and equitable, and it's not just the
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1 utility company. 1 that's where you're going to find that info.
2 Thank you. 2 Andthank you everybody for coming. If
3 MR.RICH DAVIS: Thank you. Anybody? 3 there's nobody else who would like to make a
4 Anybody else? Comments? 4 comment, | think we'll wrap up.
5 MR.SAM LOBBY: | will note again, | said 5 MR.SAM LOBBY: Thank you very much for
6 it at the beginning, but just a reminder that 6 coming, everybody. We really appreciate your time.
7 written comments and your verbal commentstoday are | 7 Have agreat day.
8 weighted the same. So if you have something you 8 (Proceedings concluded at 11:58 am.)
9 want to say, but you don't want to say it publicly 9
10 and you want to take the time to write it out, or 10
11 want to provide pictures or figures or anything like |11
12 that, that isjust fine. And it won't be looked at 12
13 asless because you didn't say it in person, it will 13
14 be weighted the same. And the commissionerswill |14
15 review that, along with staff, and you have until 15
16 August 1st for those. 16
17 MR.RICH DAVIS: That's agood point. 17
18 'Y ouU can submit commentsin writing aswell, evenif |1s
19 you spoke today. If something else comes up, feel 19
20 freetowriteit up send me an email, mail it in, 20
21 submit it on our website, however you prefer to do 21
22 it 22
23 And, again, grab some handouts. There's 23
24 alot of information, there's alot of people that 24
25 you can contact to help you out, the stuff, and 25
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1 MR.SAM LOBBY: Good evening, everybody. 1 issued.
2 | just want to get the meeting started here. I'll 2 Sotheresalot of different parties
3 givefolks aminute to walk up to the front if you 3 involved, but we really want to hear from you, from
4 still need to get seated. If more chairs are 4 thepublic. Andjust soyou know, | awaysliketo
5 needed, there are folks grabbing them now for you. 5 let folks know that five commissioners will make a
6 I'll just give them aminute and let them set the ¢ final decision on thispermit. They redly care a
7 chairsup. 7 lot about what the public is saying.
s | think we're good on chairs. s We have acourt reporter today taking an
o All right, folks. Well go ahead and get 9 official record, and the commissioners do actually
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the meeting started here.

My nameis Sam Lobby, I'm with the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. Thank you
al so much for coming out tonight. Hopefully you
can hear me pretty clearly. Theresalittle
echoing, but we're in abig room.

Thank you so much for coming tonight. We
appreciate you taking the time to come here, we know
that thisis extratime out of your day to have to
come to ameeting like this and learn about the
project and comment. So | just want to let you know
how important it is for the Commission to have the
public that livesin the area of a project to come
and share your comments and ask questions and share
concerns. Hearing from you all isacriticaly
important piece to having these permits being

[y
o

11

go through and read your comments. So if you have
something to say today, it will be reviewed and
heard. So we really appreciate the time you have
taken to coming today, so thank you.
Today we are here to discuss the Mankato
to Mississippi River 345 Kilovolt Transmission Line
Project that is proposed by Xcel Energy.
Tonight thisis one of severa different
meetings that's going to go on throughout the course
of this entire project that's going to be alittle
over ayear long, but thisis one of those meetings.
And tonight the meeting isto, first of
all, give you information about the project and then
give you al an opportunity to ask questions and
make comments and things like that. Y our questions
and comments will help usto guide the environmental
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analysis that we're going to be looking at for this
project, so that's what tonight is about.

We have public meetings all week. We had
one earlier today in Mankato and then we have the
one tonight. We're going to have two more tomorrow
at the same timesin different locations along the
route. And then we have one on Wednesday evening
and then on Thursday we have two virtual meetings.

The meeting notice that was sent out that
some of you may have received in the mail, and if
you didn't receive that there are copies of that up
front, and those have information about how to
access the virtual meetings and where all the
meetings are at in person.

So today there is the opportunity to have
your comments heard publicly. If you want to do
that publicly, you can come up and speak. You're
not required to do that. Still, if you want -- if
you have a comment or question, but you don't want
todo it publicly, you can also submit written
comments.

Just for your knowledge, the public
comments that you make are not weighted anything
differently than written comments. So some people
wonder if | show up to the meeting are the

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

commissioners going to listen to that more than if |
sent you an email. And the answer isthey're all
treated equally. So if you do have something you
wanted to say today and you didn't say anything, but
later on you think of something and you want to make
sure that we hear that, there's still opportunities
for written comments, and those comments are going
to close on August 1st.

So this project can be found on the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission website under
the docket numbers 22-532 and 23-157. Y ou can see
those up there. And there's more information in the
meeting notice about how you can access that online.

So with al that, one last thing I'll say
hereis that the Public Utilities Commission is here
to give you, the public, avoice, and so you have an
opportunity to participate in this process. Decades
ago, this part of the process didn't exist, there
wasn't an opportunity for the public to comment.
And so that's what today is about, isto give you
all achanceto talk and to let us know what you
think about things. And that's, as | mentioned,
very valuable and necessary for usfor
decision-making.

We're not for or against any projects

© 00 N O g~ W N P
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that come before us, we're not affiliated with any
developers or anything like that. We're hereto
make sure that al the interested parties have an
opportunity to speak or make acomment. And as |
said, the public isarealy important stakehol der
that we want to hear from because you al livein
the area, live where the project is going to happen,
so you know stuff that we don't know. And you are
the experts on the area, so there are things that

you can tell us that we wouldn't have known or
talked about. So that isreally valuable
information to have, that on-the-ground expertise
fromyou all.

So, with that, | will go ahead and get
into my portion of the presentation here.

So just aquick overview. My nameis Sam
Lobby. Again, I'm with the Public Utilities
Commission. And standing there in the back is
Trevor Culbertson, heis my colleague, and so we're
representing the PUC today.

The project proposer is Xcel Energy, and
we have Ms. Ellen Heine to represent the project.

And then with the Department of Commerce
doing the environmental review portion of this
project we have Rich Davis with Energy Environmental

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

10

Page 8

Review and Analysis.

So we're going to go over our portions
here in the presentation and then once that is done
the whole rest of the meeting will be an opportunity
for you to come up to the microphone and ask
guestions and make comments.

So the purpose of this meeting is, first
of al, to provide information about this proposed
project as well as information about the State's
high voltage transmission line route permit process
and how we actually permit these things.

It's also an opportunity to participate
in devel oping the scope of the environmental impact
statement. If you're not familiar with what an
environmental impact statement, Rich is going to
talk more about that, but essentially the scopeis
what we're going to study on the ground and that's
what we're trying to develop tonight, and so
comments from you all can help usto shape what will
actually be studied.

So some of the things that might be
commented on would be potential impacts of the
proposed project as well as commenting on methods to
minimize, mitigate, or avoid potential impacts. And
that may include, potentially, if you have an idea
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to proposing an alternative route or route segment
for consideration. So those are some ideas to give
you an idea how we determine the scope of the
environmental impact statement.

WEe'll also provide contact information in
case there are questions later. So just a hote,
Trevor and | at the Public Utilities Commission are
filling in for the main lead for this project today,
his name is Cezar Panait. So thisisan overview on
the process, so if you're going to be following
this, Cezar is going to be the main person you can
contact. With that said, I'm still involved, o if
you have any questions at any point for myself or
for Trevor at any time, we'd be happy to help you
out.

So the government units that are involved
in this process are, of course, the Public Utilities
Commission. We are the government unit that reviews
applications and issues site and route permitsin
Minnesota.

There's also the Department of Commerce
that Rich works for and they manage the
environmental review process for the Commission and
will prepare an environmental impact statement on
the proposed project.

There is also an administrative law judge
from the Office of Administrative Hearings who will
facilitate a public hearing later on in this process
and provide areport to the Commission setting forth
findings of fact, conclusions of law, and
recommendations on the proposed project.

And then there will also be, but not
mentioned on the dide, these are going to be the
three main state agencies directly involved in this
process, but there will also be, you know, comments
or, you know, working with other state agencieslike
the DNR or the Minnesota Department of
Transportation or Pollution Control Agency or if
there are other agencies that there's some
permitting requirement or something like that, that,
you know, if the transmission lineis going to go
near a public road, a Department of Transportation
road, they might have permits that they need the
Company to comply with. So there's other state
agencies that could also potentially be involved.

Just the makeup of the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission. There's about 80 people who
work there, with staff members like myself included.
And the commissioners themselves, there are five
commissioners that are appointed by the governor and
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confirmed by the State Senate.

We regulate three service industries,
eectricity, natural gas, and telephone. Our
mission is to ensure safe, adequate, and efficient
utility services at fair and reasonable rates. And
we also provide independent professional oversight
and regulation in amanner that is consistent with
the public interest.

So the requirements for this project.
There'sacouple. There's different technical terms
that we use for the permitting process, and so those
two important terms that we'll use for this, that
the Company needs to get, are called a certificate
of need and aroute permit. So you'll hear those
terms come up.

A certificate of need is something that
isrequired for any high voltage transmission line
with a capacity of 300 kilovolts or more and with
more than one mile in length in Minnesota. And a
route permit is required for any high voltage
transmission line operating at a nominal voltage of
100 kilovolts or more and greater than 1500 feet in
length.

So thisisjust aquick overview of what
the project is, and | won't get too deep into that

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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because Ms. Heine with Xcel will be talking about
that Xcel is proposing to build a new approximately
130-mile 345 kilovolt transmission line and a
separate new 20-mile 161 kilovolt line. The
proposed 345 kV line will run from Mankato to the
Mississippi crossing near Kellogg, Minnesota. And
the 161 kilovolt line will be built north of
Rochester. Construction is planned to start in 2026
and it is scheduled to be in service by 2030.

So with that in mind, here is a snapshot
of the timeline of how this happened and how long
this takes and the different points throughout the
permitting process.

So, as | mentioned, it isalong process.
The application was submitted in April of 2024 and
it was accepted by the Commission on June 26th of
2024. The next line there is the public information
meetings, which is where we're at now, so that's
thisweek. So as| kind of mentioned, part of the
meeting today isto devel op the scope of the
environmental impact statement. So that is part of
what Rich will explain more of. But part of that is
determining the scope, asyou all provide usinput
on the stuff you think we should be studying on the
ground. So you're helping usto shape what
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direction that study goes and so that'swhat is
happening this week.

And then once we have determined a
scoping decision of what will officially be studied,
and then the scoping decision will come out in
October of 2024. Once the scope is determined, the
study will commence and that's a months-long
process, October to March.

So then in March of 2025 that draft will
beissued. It will be made publicly available so
you all can take alook at that and you'll have it
for a couple weeks to be able to review that and
look at that and see does this meet the things that
| brought up or things like that.

And so then thisis the important part.

Then once that isissued, then in April of 2025 we
will hold another public hearing just like thisin
this location, so the same thing as this today,
where you're giving usideas of how to shape the
scope of the study. The study will then be released
and you'll have timeto review it, and then that
public hearing in April of 2025.

At that time, then, that's your
opportunity to give us feedback on what was actually
donein the study that was done and at that time

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

Page 14

there will be an administrative law judge who will
actually be overseeing it to make sure everything is
done in the scope of the law and the way it's
supposed be done. It's an official process. So at
that point then you will have an opportunity to give
us feedback on everything, you know, the other
things that you think should have been done and that
kind of thing.

Then once we've done that process, the
final environmental impact statement will be issued
in June or July of 2025, and the Commission's fina
decision on whether or not this project gets
permitted will come in September of 2025.

So, with that, | will go ahead and pass
it along to Ms. Heine with Xcel Energy.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Thank you.

| am Ellen Heine with Xcel Energy, and
I'll give you a brief overview of the proposed
project here.

So this project is serving a variety of
different purposes. Thiswasidentified by MISO as
aneeded project, the Midcontinent Independent
System Operator. Basically, they identified this as
aproject that's necessary for the region.

And it does a variety of things as noted
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here. Adding capacity for increasing renewable
energy on the system, and also reliability and
resiliency for the area here in the Upper Midwest.
This creates greater access to more renewable energy
to be able to get on the system. It alsoisto
upgrade and update the system as part of that, and
then it does support, through doing that work it
hel ps support the regional economic growth in the
area.

And so just abrief overview of the
routing process that led to the lines that you see
on the map. Just what we've done when we devel oped
theroutes. Initially, and it'sa multistep
process, alot of it was done via mapping tools
initially that shows different route alternatives.
And then once we had those preliminary aternatives
and some other information that we had, we did some
field verification. And then we had two rounds of
open houses last year as well, and feedback from the
public. So based on all of that information that we
looked at and got the routes defined, and that's the
onesthat you see in the proposed routes there.

So just an overview of the whole project.
A number of you probably saw that in the maps back
there. The segments that are shown in orange on the
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map are alternatives of each and it was broken up
into four segments.

So segment one is from Mankato to
Faribault, the second is from Faribault over to Pine
Island and to the North Rochester substation.
Segment three is from the North Rochester substation
to the Mississippi River. And then segment four is
actually the 161 kV linethat is essentially being
relocated off of the structures that segment three
islocated on where it's currently double-circuited
with that 345 line there.

So I'll giveyou alittle more detail
here.

Segment one, we're right now in the
middle of that herein Waterville. And asyou can
seein there, it'salittle bit of aweb of lines
where essentially there's kind of aroute that would
follow an existing 69 kV line that runs along there,
along Highway 60. There's some areas where we are
routing off of that because it goes through, the 69
kV line goes through some towns and there's just not
room to fit a 345 line in there. The north route
mostly followed an existing 115 kV line that comes
from more of the substation to Faribault. Thereis
a segment of that north route where we run it south
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and then along the 69 kV line between Eagle Lake
because there's some restrictions in the Mankato
airport area on structures.

And then segment two from the west
Faribault substation over to North Rochester, the
north route on segment two, other than the portion
that's right in town also follows the 69 kV line, a
double-circuit for a portion of that, and the south
route of segment two is more where it follows routes
and property lines, but there is not an existing
transmission line along that section.

And then segment three, that's the --
there's an existing 345 kV transmission line there
and that was part of the CapX 2020 project, so that
portion of the line, we're not proposing an
alternative to that line, because when that was
permitted at the time, the PUC permitted that with
the assumption it would be double-circuit in the
future at some point. But at thetime it was
constructed, that first segment to that 161 kV line
was double-circuited with that 345 kV line and so
that line needs to be replaced in a different
location and that is segment four.

So the segment four is actualy finding a
new home for the 161 kV line that is going to be up
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the road from the structures with the 345 kV. So
there are afew different segments for segment four.
And also to note, there's a dashed line that runs
through the middle of that one that wasn't on the
initial application, but we filed, just recently

filed that as an additional route to be studied

during scoping. Because after doing some review
initially, our information was that we couldn't
double-circuit that existing line there, and after
doing some additional evaluation work we determined
that that was possible, so we've included that asa
route to have Rich study in the environmental
review.

Just to note, we do have project partners
on this project. We, Xcel Energy, are developing
and doing the permitting process, but Dairyland
Power, Rochester Public Utilities, and Southern
Minnesota Municipal Power aso are co-owners of
segments three and four of the project so they will
all own those portions of the project.

And Dairyland Power also is developing a
permit for arelated but separate 161 kV line over
near Kellogg.

And then thisisjust ahigh level
schedule of our anticipated process.
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So we did submit the project asit was
identified by MISO in 2022. During this period, 23
and ‘24, we did the route development through
stakeholder meetings and public outreach, and we
submitted our application to the Public Utilities
Commission. So that was earlier this year and now
werein the review period.

And so during this, 2024 to '26, as Sam
and Rich will talk more about, too, is the process
with the PUC and doing the environmental study. And
then at the point where the PUC permits this,
assuming a permit is issued, then we would negotiate
with landowners to secure easements once it's
determined which routes are selected, and any other
permits that are needed from the DNR or other
agencies at that point after we know which route it
would be. So there's continued stakeholder and
public engagement throughout that process.

And we're anticipating construction
beginning in early '26 and finishing up in early
2030, and then the line would be placed in service.

And we do have adlide here just kind of
covering the working with landowners. Theright of
way isthe term that's used to talk about the area
on the land where the line would go. There'salot
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of different types of right of way, but the easement
is actually the specific contract with the landowner
for theright of way that we get. So | just wanted
to note that they get used interchangeably alot,
but they're not exactly the same terms, so | just
wanted to provide that for alittle more
information. And just to note that an easement area
sometimes trisects there, but there are certain
things that are still within atransmission line
easement.

Okay. So theinfrastructure that we're
talking about, the anticipated design, would be the
steel structures, single-pole structures, typically.
On occasion, on like a sharp angle there will be two
full structures, but for the most part it will be a
single steel pole. And thetypical height for a
345kV lineis 100 to 120 feet. Theright of way
width typically for a 345 kV segment would be 150
feet, so 75 feet to either side of the centerline,
and the spans between poles are from 800 to 1200
feet normally. The 161 kV lineright of way is 80
to 100 feet, soit'ssmaller. And then thetypical
span length for those is 300 to 500 feet and that
also depends on the terrain.

And so the construction processis at the
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point where we've worked through the easement and
gotten the permits that we need, and then typically
they do survey staking, and do self surveys and full
bores to characterize the area, and then they start
with the access, creating access for some clearing

to get to the right of way in the installed
construction areas that are set and then mobilize
equipment.

And then they start with foundation
construction, and then follow through by installing
the structures, anew conductor. And then
restoration includes coming through after that's all
installed and remove and basically restore the land
and remove anything that's construction debris and
clean up those areas. So that'skind of ina
nutshell what it looks like.

And we've got some contact information
here for the project. We've got a project website
and that's got a bunch of information as well that
you see here, and then the contact email and phone
number are included on there, and we can get that
for you later. | think there's copies availablein
the back and so it's on there.

That's my last dide.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. AsSam
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mentioned, I'm Rich Davis, I'm with the Minnesota
Department of Commerce. 1'm the environmental
review manager for our Energy Environmental Review
and Analysis unit, or EERA iswhat we're referred to
as.

Next dlide.

Just areal quick snapshot of my agenda
for my portion of thisis kind of to let you know
what our roleis as far as environmental review,
scoping for the EIS, recommending alternatives, and
kind of gives you some guidance on how to do that
and how it's most helpful for you to do that. Then
information on how to comment, and then welll shift
it over to taking questions and comments from the
public.

So alittle bit of what we're looking at.
Again, comments, review the environmental review for
the Commission or on behalf of the Commission.
We're trying to get as much of an objective analysis
and view of things aswe can. We're unbiased, we're
looking at just facts. Wedon't -- we intend to be
aneutral party, so we don't advocate for one
project over another. We're just trying to present
what potential human impacts and environmental
impacts may be out there for a project and ways to
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possibly minimize those, mitigate them, or avoid
impacts altogether.

The goal of what we do for environmental
review isto help understand the project, again, for
the commissioners and for the public, and also to
help the commissioners make an informed decision
with that information and what's being proposed.

One additional thing on the environmental
review. Other than these meetings, just so that
everybody knows, we do, myself and my unit,
depending on the project, we coordinate with other
agenciesaswell. So DNR, MnDOT, PCA, federal
agencies, aswell Fish and Wildlife Service, and we
try to coordinate with local agencies aswell as
county and townships or cities to get input from
them on projects. And then we take that into
consideration as we develop the scope and go into
the environmental review aswell. Sowe're
coordinating with them to try to get their input and
comments as well as these public meetings.

S0 as part of our environmental review,
as Sam mentioned, we prepare an environmental impact
statement, or an EISiswhat it'sreferred to as.
With that, we will -- with that document, we
describe the proposed project and any aternatives
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that have been proposed by the applicant and also
any additional alternative routes or route segments
that may get put forward at any of the public
meetings, or if agencies comein with any options as
well. When we're doing an EIS, we're looking at any
potential human and environmental impacts and so
we're looking at various resources on the ground
that could be impacted by the project that's going
on. We identify strategiesto avoid, minimize, and
mitigate those impacts, if we can.

A big part of itiswe also list the
impacts that can't be avoided with certain routes so
that the commissioners know when they're making
their decision if there's certain impacts or certain
areas around that may be going through these areas,
impacts are going to occur and there's no way we can
avoid them so they can look at those different
options and weigh them against each other. Again,
we do not advocate for or against the project as
part of this process.

And thisis at that table where you
walked in back here, it's adraft scoping decision.
And if you flip towards the back of that document,
thereis actualy alist of some of the resources
and the major groupings that we look at aswe're
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looking at potential impacts of projects. So if you
have questions or comments or concerns about what is
being looked at and don't know if something is being
addressed, feel freeto comment on it, obvioudly.
But that gives you some direction asto what the
categories are that we are -- that's our baseline
for an EIS. We obvioudly want to expand on that if
there's any questions or certain resources that
folks don't think we're hitting on or addressing.

Now, | will apologize, thereisalot of
text on some of these dides, but | want to make
sure that we are getting the same information out at
every meeting, so | will be reading through most of
them just to make sure that info is out there.

Asfar as scoping for the EIS, which |
just mentioned with our scoping decision document
there, the scopeis essentialy the table of
contents of what will be looked at in the EIS and
will be analyzed, will be evaluated. And your
comments tonight, or if you send in written
comments, can help us structure that.

Because we can pull up maps, we can look
at datafor all kinds of things, wetlands, wildlife,
threatened and endangered species, where people's
houses are, we can find all those things on maps.
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But you are the folks that live out here and you may
know of things that have local significance that we
can't find on amap or that we might not see. Or
specific things on your property that you might have
aconcern or aquestion about if acertain routeis
selected. That'sthe kind of stuff that we really
want you to help us, you know, whittle down and get
as much detail aswe can into those things that come
up.
S0 these are just some questions to think
about as you're trying to develop comments or
mention resources or items of concern that could
potentially be impacted.

Are there other ways to meet the stated
need of the project? For example, adifferent size
project or adifferent type of facility? That
guestion gets specificaly at certificate of need,
like Sam had mentioned. And that's not necessarily
looking for aroute alternative, which I'll talk
about in aminute, but that's looking more at system
aternatives. So the best way to develop this
project and meet the need of the project, this
transmission line, that's a question of should there
be a generating facility put somewhere else that
could take care of this project or could meet the
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need and not be thistransmission line. It'sabig
picture question, | understand that.

But, more specifically, what potential
human and environmental impacts of the proposed
project should be considered in the EIS? Arethere
any methods to minimize, mitigate, or avoid
potential impacts of the proposed project that
should be considered in the EIS? So if you have
some ideas of how to get around something, some of
that might be aroute aternative or aroute segment
adternative, which I'll discuss alittle bit more.

But any ideas how to get around potential impacts
are welcome to suggestions so that we can look at
them when we're doing our analysis.

Are there any alternative routes or route
segments that address or mitigate potential impacts
associated with the proposed project? And are there
any unique characteristics of the proposed project
areathat should be considered in the EIS? Again,
we want local information. Things that we aren't
going to seein just an overview of amap or some
database.

So specifically on the route aternative
side of things, another handout, everybody loves
handouts. It's back on that table. How to suggest

Page 28

aternative transmission line routes. Thisiskind
of a-- excuse me -- kind of abig part of
suggesting alternativesis being able to describe
what the anticipated impact is. And you're welcome
todoit. | could have everybody in the room come
up and say | don't want it by my house because of
this, put it over by this place. And that doesn't
provide me with alot of context. Because now we're
just shifting that impact possibly to somebody
else's house or to somebody else's property.

So when you're developing -- if you want
to propose aroute alternative or a route segment
aternative, be looking at it from that perspective
of being able to identify what that impact is or
that potential impact when you suggest something.
And then provide some context on how that
aternative mitigates what's being proposed for the
project.

Again, suggesting it must be submitted on
time, August 1st isthe end of the written comment
period. It hasto meet the need of the project. So
you can't, you know, does the Applicant have a
specific location they want to go to to meet the
need of what they're proposing? | can't have you
propose an end point in Chicago because it doesn't
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accomplish what's needed at the project level.

And feasibility. Which feasibility when
an aternative will comein, that will it be
something that I'll work with the Applicant on and
talking with them if things are feasible or not.

The additional info onthe dlideis
important to understand because sometimes we can't
carry all the alternatives forward. Whether it's
feasibility related, if it doesn't meet the need of
the project, if it's not clear how it would minimize
or mitigate an impact through aresource, or if
what's provided to us for aroute aternative
location or aroute segment aternative location, if
we can't capture that on amap or be ableto
illustrate it, it's very tough for usto actualy
analyze the impacts that could come from that
aternative.

So we want those route alternatives to be
detailed. Thereis GIS stationsin the back. |
know some folks stopped there. They can pull up
maps for you, zoom in on parts of the route, zoomin
on your property so you can look at specific areas
and identify potential alternativesin there.

Again, those alternatives have to comein to me, it
can't just be left on the back at the table back
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there.

If an alternative is put forward and it
goes through the EIS, there is the opportunity or
thereisthe potentia that Xcel Energy would be
given eminent domain to construct that alternative
if the commissioners determine that that is the best
route to go through. So that's just something to
keep in consideration as you're going through the
process.

A little bit on CN alternatives. Again,
these are referred to as system alternatives rather
than route aternatives. And it hasto dowith a
project that is of a different size, type, and
timing.

Right now the EIS will study a no-build
aternative, so essentially if you don't -- if they
don't construct the project, what the outcome and
the impact of that is, essentially looking at the
grid from areliability standpoint and needing to
move el ectricity across the landscape.

Next dlide.

How to comment. Verbal comments today,
if you'd like to speak. Y ou can complete and submit
a comment sheet, they are back on that table. This
isvery simple. You can fill out your name, your
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contact information. There's space at the bottom

that you can fill in what your comments and concerns
are. Those questionsthat | mentioned earlier are
onthere. Youfoldit up, put astamp onit, and it
goes right to me.

Y ou can comment online on our web page.
There's a project-specific web page for this
project. If you go on there, if you click onit,
and you're on the page for the project there will be
a Submit Comment button right at the top of it, you
click on that, you fill that out, | get an email,
and it tells me that a comment has been submitted
through the system and then | have it that way. You
can mail it to me, and you can obviously send an
email aswell.

Again, August 1st isthe end of the
comment period. | suggest everybody grab one of
these sheets from that table if you think you're
potentially going to provide a comment in writing
because that has additional contact information for
myself or the project website on it.

Then I'm not going to read through them
thistime, but these are those same questions that |
had mentioned before for topics that really help
hone the scalp of what we're looking at in the EIS

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

[y
o

11

Page 32

and potential impacts of the project.

The next dlide.

And comments and question section, the
etiquette side of things. Our lovely court reporter
over here can only type what one person says at a
time, and we're trying to get as good of arecord as
we possibly can, so | ask that only one personis
speaking at atime. | don't think that will be a
problem. Please state and spell your name when you
come up to the mic here to give your comment.

To start with, we'll try to limit
comments to five minutes. I'm not going to really
keep a close eye on the clock, we have plenty of
time. If we need to we can go back through again
for multiple comments from individuals.

Maintain respect for one another and try
to direct your comments and questions towards those
scoping questions and topics that | had for the EIS
there.

This dlide has questions, it has a bunch
of contact information on it, it has the project web
page on it, how to find the full eDocket case for
the certificate of need and the transmission line
for the route permit -- excuse me, and how to
subscribe to the docket so you get updates and
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everything else. This packet is at that table with
al thedidesinit. If you'relooking for an
overall slide on how to get ahold of people or
information from this meeting, thisis a pretty good
one to refer to.

All right. And with that, I've got a
list here. | forgot to mention, the man in the
light green shirt right back there, he was at the
table when you walked in, that is Logan Hicks, he's
aso an environmental review manager with our unit
so he can help you out with questions or comments
that you may have. He gave me a sheet here of some
folksthat -- there are alot of maybes on here,
that might want to speak -- but we'll go through
them and give you the option to speak. If you're
not on here, if you didn't sign up, you can till
speak, but this gives me somewhere to start.

Isit Renee Thompson?

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: Y eah.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Well, don't sound so
thrilled about it.

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: | signed up, but |
wasn't sure.

MR. RICH DAVIS: I'm not going to force
you to come up and say anything.
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Page 34

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: Okay.

MR. RICH DAVIS: But when other folks
comment on here, if you decide you'd like to, you
can.

I've got a Peterson on here, isit
Darrell?

MR. DARRELL PETERSON: I'd better not.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. That'safair
comment. I'll have you make that decision, not me.

UNIDENTIFIED: Y ou've got a volunteer
right here.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Areyou on the list?

UNIDENTIFIED: Yes, asamaybe.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Aaron?

MR. AARON GAHLOR: No.

MR. RICH DAVIS: No.

You can go, I'll let you start us off.

You're electrifying, apparently, or something.

MR. BRADY TAYLOR: Hello. Wéll, | thank
you for the opportunity to voice my concerns. My
nameis Brady Taylor, B-R-A-D Y, T-A-Y-L-O-R.

My wife and | live on Highway 60, 8789
State Highway 60, just couple miles out of town, and
our homeisdirectly in theright of way. It
doesn't look likeit on the map, butitis. Itis
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within 75 feet of our home, a pre-Civil War home.
It's an older foundation. It's beenin our family
since'69, and it wasin a previous family for 112
years. And | grew up there, my mom grew up there,
and we've been preserving the place and restoring it
ever since | wasalittlekid.

And my wife and | have plans, we have two
little ones, both under two. And based on ten
acres, and it's roughly a quarter mile stretch of
highway past our place, to maintain the road right
of way, and | alwaysthink about the trash. I've
got a set of power linesright in my yard and there
isawetland in our yard, too.

But, yeah, it would be devastating to us
if we had to lose our home and start somewhere else.
It'samajor concern for us.

So that's al | have to say. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

It looks like we got -- isit Stan
Reineke? Am | saying that right?

MR. STAN REINEKE: My nameis Stan
Reineke, S-T-A-N, R-E-I-N-E-K-E. And | actually
represent many landowners family, we'vegot aLLC.

But with Xcel, if you go the north route,
that gets us property, some wood property. If you

Page 36

go the south route you're going to get usinto
wetland. The existing one you have the rights to,
no problem. But the other one that | got concerns
with isthe soils piece.

When is and where does what you could
call respect for the drainage systems for farmers?
The preview and the damage that will be done on
them, ontheline, | don't careif you'rein the
road right of way or not, we have legal tile systems
in the road right of way. We went through this with
the tel ephone company, which you guys manage. They
damaged a bunch of our drainage systems in the road
right of way. | didn't see any of that.

Who is responsible for damaging the
draining systems? It can be huge. There are alot
of other easements, but alot of the older ones, you
know, who hasto fight them before you start driving
acrossthe property. And, like | said, with the
phone company, we got those fixed. And then the
recording of the easements, are they going to be
recorded, then, with the Company, you said? And it
goes with the land?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yeah.

MR. STAN REINEKE: So | think you
mentioned that stray voltage. Isthat part of it?
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I've heard about that stray voltage from some of the
newer lines that have been put up.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Wewill look at -- | can
address that alittle bit. We will look at
electromagnetic field, or EMF. Stray voltageis
usually with something that's not totally grounded
from adistribution line, so a smaller transmission
line that's bringing power into a house or into a
farm or something like that. We don't see alot of
stray voltage issues with the big lines, but EMF
will be looked at.

MR. STAN REINEKE: But I'm more concerned
with the drainage system. Y ou start dragging this
equipment across our family and other neighbors, you
may cross 70, 70 and 80 acres. We got enough
problem with farming damaging thetile, let alone
some of the big stuff that will go across.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Asfar asthe drainage
side of things, | can tell you that the state permit
requires the permittee or the Applicant has to
identify all of those and if there's damage they're
required to repair them. Usually they have a
construction contractor that's dealing with that,
and they're required to have that repaired. And
there's a process where complaints can be brought in

if it's not done correctly.

MR. STAN REINEKE: And then add to that
going on, do they come back and drive across the
easement, and they damage at the end and isthis
perpetual, you got to fix the damaged tile again?

MR. RICH DAVIS: Any damageto thetiles
is covered --

MR. STAN REINEKE: I'm not talking
construction, I'm talking years down when they fix
itand doit again.

MR. RICH DAVIS: | understand, from
maintenance activities and stuff.

MR. STAN REINEKE: | guessthat'sal |
got. It'sahuge project.

So thank you.

MR. SAM LOBBY: And just on that note,
too, asfar asthe actual permit, if apermitis
issued, one of the attachmentsin it is complaint
handling procedures. So that lists out, if you are
somebody and if you're having trouble and you're not
getting the answers you want, you can come directly
to the Public Utilities Commission and there'sa
process for that that's laid out, just so you're
aware of that.

MR. STAN REINEKE: Thank you.
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MR. RICH DAVIS: I've got Aaron, isit
Gayland?

MR. AARON GAYLORD: Gaylord. | have
nothing right now.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. And next | have a
Vince Schwartz.

MR. VINCE SCHWARTZ: Nothing.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Mark Morris?

MR. MARK MORRIS: Mark Morris, M-A-R-K,
M-O-R-R-I-S. And | live on 440th Avenue, whichisa
southern alternative route.

| have land in the next dternative
route, it's kind of more south in the Highway 60
area.

So my question, | guess, iswhere you
have aline existing already on the northern route,
is there reason to believe that that would not be
used asaroute? | realizeit was put with single
poles, and once they're there, | aso farm around
those poles, and | would rather farm around asingle
pole than adouble pole.

But is there areason why that one we
looked at, | know they'retaller poles, maybe an
existing line on one side and aline on the other,
is there areason why that wouldn't be chosen
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because that's already in place?

MR. RICH DAVIS: I'm going to let
Ellen --

MR. MARK MORRIS: Maybe that's the wrong
guestion for this.

MR. RICH DAVIS: No, that'sfine. | just
would like them, just because they're looking at it
aswell from a safety standpoint and maintenance of
equipment, that kind of thing.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: | guessjust for
clarification, are you saying areason why they
would get the north route versus the south route?

MR. MARK MORRIS: Actualy, the opposite.
Why would you put in another new route when you have
an existing one that you could use by replacing the
poles because you've already got easements.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Okay. Yeah, and this
areg, there is a combination of, like, the north
route mostly follows that existing 115 kV line, the
two-pole structures, and that's one of the routing
criteriathat we follow, isto follow existing
corridors. But we also have to provide route
alternatives and so we looked at a number of
different options.

And parts of the south route would be
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following an existing 69 kV line, but it doesn't
aways because it is going through some towns and
stuff and so at some placesit can't. So there'sa
couple route aternatives, but we also follow the
north one because that's an existing corridor and
that would logically be agood place.

MR. MARK MORRIS: That's my only comment.

So thank you for allowing usto speak, |
appreciate it.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

Fritz Cummins.

MR. FRITZ CUMMINS: Fritz Cummins,
F-R-1-T-Z, C-U-M-M-I-N-S.

I'm here on behalf of Waterville
Township, and 440th Avenue, which is aline between
Waseca County and Le Sueur County, and Waterville
Township and La Sueur Township.

What side of the road are they going to
go on? Arethey going to go on the Waseca or
Le Sueur side of the road? Y ou know, you guys, you
ask for a 150-foot easement, okay, and theroad is
only 66-foot wide, so if you put the pole, isthe
pole in the township ditch or is the pole on private
property? And if you need a 150-foot easement,
you're going to have to come across the road into
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Le Sueur County if they're in Waseca County and vice
versa, and get an easement from both landowners,
right?

MR. RICH DAVIS: Correct. Anybody that
would be included in the route.

MR. FRITZ CUMMINS: Y ou know, to get
that, because this aline route, and it operatesin
two different counties and it separates two
different townships. And I'm sure the townships
don't get no money for easements, or get an easement
from the power company for it if they're not on the
property, right?

MR. RICH DAVIS: Correct. | would have
to defer to some of our -- if you have any easement
specifics, we don't usually, as part of our review
and analysis for the EIS stuff, we don't get into
payments and stuff like that for easements, rights
of way, and thingslike that. We don't get into
those negotiations or those details alot of times.

MR. FRITZ CUMMINS: | mean, | was just
wondering if, you know, because you're basically
taking an easement off of township property.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yeah. Typicaly, and
I'm not the expert, but typically for aroad
crossing it would be -- there's different local road
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crossing permits that we acquire. That would be
|ater on once we know the route, but the easement
would be for each property.

MR. FRITZ CUMMINS: The questionis
you're going to have easements, you're going to have
to pull easements for both sides of theroad in
order to get a 150-foot easement because the road is
only 66 feet.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Typicaly, it would be
offset from the road on the property, so it would be
setback so that the 75 feet wasn't all the way to
the other side of the road, it would typically be
placed on that side.

MR. FRITZ CUMMINS: It would be that far?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: It would be set back a
bit.

MR. FRITZ CUMMINS: | don't think you can
do it because you'll be in somebody's house. |
mean, it's something you have to look at. Because
on 440th there's some homes that are pretty close to
the roadway, and if you set back enough to get the
150 feet, just taking the township road plus the
property, you're going to be sitting right close to
somebody's house, and you're going to have to look
at that situation, you know, that's all.
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MS. ELLEN HEINE: Thanks.

MR. FRITZ CUMMINS: Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: And just to comment on
that alittle bit. When we're doing our
environmental review, we obviously will be looking
at what's been proposed by the Applicant as far as
what their anticipated alignment is, which you can
see on the maps and everything. And the application
is online and the route width that goes with that,
but we also look at the larger project areafor
certain resources. So if we're outside of that,
what's being proposed, that kind of helpsto let the
commissioners know if thereis an option and if
there are impacts so that things can be shifted. We
try to encompass as much space as we can within the
project areato let the commissioners know what's on
the ground and what's out there.

Andthatisal | have -- well, excuse
me. | have to go back to the start of my list.

Carol Overland has requested to be
towards the end.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: | am Carol Overland.
O-V-E-R-L-A-N-D. I'm sure you know.

Starting, the scope needs to be more than
just atable of contents, for the draft scope, just
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having words listed isn't enough. For example, the
public health and safety, including electro and
magnetic fields, what exactly about thoseis going
to be considered?

I know from experience that the modeling
is aways off, it's always understated, and they
need to be sure to have the full range of amps
modeled, you know. | can't remember what the amount
is, it's at least 3,000, and typically the amount
that is shown in the application, the EIS, it's
about half that. Y ou have to have the full range
there. And especialy, like, my partner just went
through with leukemia, and alot of studies about
going around, about the impacts of magnetic fields
on leukemiafor children, and this is something that
needs to be considered, the full range of potential
magnetic fields.

Also, | just heard, and I'm not sureif |
understood thisright, | just heard that you don't
get payments until you're doing the review, but a
socioeconomic issue is each aternative needs to
address the amount of money that jurisdictions
receive from a utility. Because essentialy that's
only bribery to the parties and cities and counties
to accept this, because they need the revenue so bad
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and they need to take alook at what each
jurisdiction would receive for each of the
aternatives. That's an important socioeconomic
impact, cumulative impact, the section here that
sets cumulative impacts, but doesn't say what that
means. So like al of these one words, each
paragraph talk about cumulative impacts after CapX.
| was just talking to a gentleman earlier
today who has a transmission line easement and pole
on his property and then he has a gas pipeline going
through his property in this area, and there'salot
of gas pipelines. And now he'slooking at another
transmission line so now there's cumulative impacts,
about how a person is being affected, on the
families, on the landowners. Becauseto get all
this transmission, it isn't just a matter of the
costs, the depreciation in your property, but it has
avery definite impact on the people there and that
needs to be addressed.
In this case we have four lines. There's
this project that's in southern Minnesota, this
project, we have Brookings, Hampton, that's adding
another 345 circuit, to double-circuit that part of
CapX. Big Stone to Alexandria, we have the
Minnesota Energy Con, | cal it, but it's the
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Minnesota Energy Connection with radial lines from
the south up to what is the cumulative impact of all
of these projects. And how can they possibly need
al of these projects? That should not be assumed.

Something else | noticed, and thank you
to Nancy Prehn who for about the last 20 yearswe've
been dealing with issues with the Minnegasco, and
they were going to put a gas plant on the glass dome
and we stopped that and that was in 2005, 2006.

But in this application the gas dome was
not listed, it was not in the application. The
application was grossly incomplete. And then Xcel
did submit in the reply comments some information
about that. And that in the comments, they first
talked to CenterPoint in May, that's after the
application was submitted, and when we went -- the
Prehns and | spent about three hours cruising where
the wells are, where the monitor boxes are, and we
went in and talked to CenterPoint Energy and they
didn't know anything about it.

Andthisisin the application, itisin
areply comment and it needsto beinthe EIS. The
application should be amended to include this
information about the gas company looking at 13.25
square miles, at least, of this underground storage,
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seven billion or more feet of natural gas. Nancy
Prehn aways said, boom. Thisis something that
needs to be considered and needs to be in the
application, not just in acomment. It needsto be
incorporated in the application. And, of course, in
the EIS.

Something else everybody should know
here. Now, landownerslovetheir land, it's their
home. However, when atransmission line comes
through, if it is decided to go through a property,
landowners have the option of what's called Buy the
Farm. And what that meansis you can, when you get
notice that your property is going to be condemned,
you can let the utility know that you are electing
the Buy the Farm. That means they have to buy out
your entire property. That's 216E.12, subdivision
4. Thisisreally important. Andthisisa
socioeconomic impact that should be considered in
the EIS. It's often not discussed in transmission
proceedings, and it's very important that people
know their rights, that they have aright to this,
and that's crucial.

So that'sit for today. I'll have some
more for tomorrow. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you. | would like
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to respond to a couple of those things. With
respect to what's in our -- thisis, again, a draft,
thisisn't ascoping decision. Weinclude atable
of contentsto direct where things are and what is
in there and what's going to be included for topics.
We discuss how those things are analyzed and what's
looked at in the EIS itself because that's where
that information is provided and that's where it
goes. It'snot really a scoping decision or scoping
document if we'reincluding portions of the EISin
the scope. And that's pretty typical and pretty
standard for the way that these documents are
prepared.

And asfar asincluding, with respect to
easement payments --

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: No, not easement
payments, personal property tax and things.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Correct. My statement
earlier, Carol, was about landowner easements, and
payments to possibly the county or the township. We
might include that on alarge scale like for the
entire portion within a county or atownship in the
EIS, but we can't get into individual locations.
That's what my statement was about, where we can
respond to questions or comments that come up.
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MS. CAROL OVERLAND: There'sa
misunderstanding here. And what I'm referringtois
the EIS should include a socioeconomic impact. The
personal property tax payments for the sections that
are proposed.

MR. RICH DAVIS: So similar to what we do
for wind projects, then in the applications how we
provide input as to what the county is paid, the
taxpayer --

MS. CAROL OVERLAND. Yes. That'sclose
tothat. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. And just to
address the gas dome guestion, | know that's come
up, or the comment on that has come up, but just to
be clear, we will look at it in the EIS, it's one
thing we've noted that will be included, and we've
discussed it with the commissioners actually in our
first meeting on acceptance. | think we did,
anyway.

But that's how we look at that and that
will be an interesting question. | probably will
reach out to you, Carol, to get some more detail as
to how you guys are anticipating that being looked
at, because we're not going to open up the DNR's
permit, that's outside the scope of what we do. |

© 00 N O g~ W N P

NN N NRNDNRR R PR B P B P R R
a A WO DN PP O © 0N O a b W N - O

Page 51

mean, and realistically, that dome starts at 200
feet below the ground, so | don't know what exactly
we're going to analyze for that.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: And we did submit
comments that had sensitivity information on that in
April and well gladly submit some more. And also
CenterPoint should be called in to submit
information and be subpoenaed into the contested
case to discuss this because they didn't know it,
but I'll gladly provide any information you need.
Nancy Prehn goes way back to 1965 or even earlier
and we have alot of information on it.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. Thank you.

Y ou changed your mind?

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: Always progress,
right?

So Renee Thompson, | live on Halstead
Avenue, and thiswould be in regards to the southern
route in Morristown that runs along 260th Street.

Y ou were talking about EMF,
electromagnetic fields, but didn't want to say much
about stray voltage. But | was discussing it with
one of your representatives here tonight, and |
can't remember which gentleman it was, but was
saying that, like, if it were to come near our area
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that they were going to supply people to come to our
farm free of charge to be able to look and test for
stray voltage and stuff. When | heard that from him
and then it started from you that stray voltage

wasn't going to be a concern whatsoever with this
project, is that the fact is will there be people to
come and check to seeif there's possibilities of

stray voltage and test for it? And what are those
tests consisting of, or who are the peopl e that

would come to do that?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: I will have Ben Gallay
from Xcel Energy come up. Heisour EMF expert, and
he goes out with another one of my co-workers and
they've got a meter for testing for EMF and so that
isthe service that they do, where they can go out
and test the EMF.

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: But EMF is not stray
voltage, correct?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yes.

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: Because | was under
the impression we were talking about stray voltage.
So that will not be tested for at all?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: What do we do for stray
voltage?

MR. BEN GALLAY: Hi. Ben Gallay,
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G-A-L-L-A-Y. MS. RENEE THOMPSON: Or if it'swithin a
So EMF and stray voltage are very close proximity to me, | have the right to reach out
similar. What we were talking about earlier was to you to ask you to cometake alook at it?
stray voltage. MR. BEN GALLAY: Oh, yeah, absolutely.
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MS. RENEE THOMPSON: Yes.

MR. BEN GALLAY: Also, testing for stray
voltage in the case of agricultural spaces, thereis
pretesting that's done to determine what the levels
are, if they exist, before aproject like this. And
then is mitigation needed or not that would mitigate
that. A mitigation effect if it was warranted or
new issues arise because of something that wasn't
anticipated.

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: So those are
regularly offered to people and clearly stated, but
there wasn't much listed at al, and that will be
clearly stated for us?

MR.BEN GALLAY: Yeah. It usualy comes
from one of the processes for the routing, from the
utility's perspectiveisto look for agricultural
endeavors aong the routes that determine property
owners and work with that process with them and
there's not going to be a contact, it will bein a
generic pamphlet that goes out to everybody about
what they did.
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Any time you have transmission lines on your
property, you know, as stated for EMF, | do that as
part of the team that's responsible for that.

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: | just want to make
sure there's an option to reach out and not just
trusting.

MR. BEN GALLAY:: No, you'll be contacted,
and any concerns about it, usually the first step is
to go through the land agent's contact.

MS. RENEE THOMPSON: All right. Thank
you very much.

MR. BEN GALLAY: You'rewelcome.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

Yep.

MS. COLLEEN PETERSON: Colleen Peterson,
C-O-L-L-E-E-N, P-E-T-E-R-S-O-N.

And you and | talked about it this
evening, about stray voltage, and we were looking at
your GSI presentation and we're about a football
field away. We don't have abig agricultural thing,
but a big metal pole shed, metal, by our house, and
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we have pheasants and we have an electric fence
around it. So we have to contact you to find out
about stray voltage, and that means something has to
be tested on our property because we're so closeto
theline.

MR. BEN GALLAY: Sure, | understand. At
100 yards or so, 300 feet, you might be alittle bit
in agray area at the edge of the development
without farm operations, but you can obviously bring
it up. Usually it's about that 300 foot either side
of the centerline where we screen for anything we
can seein the way of buildings, et cetera, so you'd
beright at that boundary.

MS. COLLEEN PETERSON: Soif we don't get
flagged and we do something and you respond and
there is stray voltage that isimpacting our
property, isthat at our expense or your expense to
mitigate that?

MR. BEN GALLAY: No, that's on the
utility. Whether there's a start to that processis
the same as if there was adairy farm or whatnot
there, we use the same procedures to analyze and for
mitigation and to establish this so it's good to go.

MS. COLLEEN PETERSON: Okay. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Yes, sir.
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MR. ED WESTAD: Ed Westad, W-E-S-T-A-D.

I'm right on the west edge of segment one
where transmission goes over to the segment south of
Faribault.

We have the line currently going through
our property and afew other propertieson a
two-mile stretch. But to the gentleman, the first
guestion about his house on Highway 60, | don't
think it's ever been said what the right of way
width is, okay, 150 feet, with 75 feet each side of
the center. What does it mean for houses like ours
or yours or anybody elsewhere if the houseis closer
than that line? Can the poles go in and replace the
other poles and life is fine, or does this easement
that somebody's grandfather 100 years ago sighed
after the house was built, but before now, does that
easement take over and people can lose their houses
or have them condemned through eminent domain? What
isthe process for any of the landownersthat are
affected where there's some structure inside this
magical distance?

| can sit down, that was the end of my
guestion.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. | don't know if
you want to take this or if you want me to.
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MS. ELLEN HEINE: Rich probably aso has
an answer, but as much as we could we attempted to
do it so that wouldn't happen. We're not proposing
to take people'shouses. So it isentirely possible
that there's somewhere where it's going to missa
house and that's why we want to get this information
from people and make sure that you provide the
information, but we would adjust the line in those
cases.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Yeah, in our EISwe do
evaluate displacement or, you know, removal of that
home is within the easement, but | think you were
wondering about an easement that exists now as well
and that if they were going to add or expand that
easement widthwise and | believe that requires
renegotiation on Xcel's part with the landowner.

Yes, Sir.

MR. DAN SAYBOLT: Hi. Dan Saybolt, 813
Reed Street in Waterville, SSA-Y-B-0-L-T.

| just had a question on this on the
north route. It's good to be changed from the
existing, where the existing right of way edgeis,
on Lake Tetonka, it goes around the western edge of
Lake Tetonka, and isthat 80 now? Or | guess my
question is, if you're replacing that line and going

up the western edge of Lake Tetonka and the new
line, @345, isgoing to be from 80 feet or less? |
think the current one is even less than 80 feet, up
to 150 feet. And that's a 100 percent increase of
the height of the line, making almost every property
on the lake where those lines will now be visible.

So | guess my question to submit to you
with the EIS would be to take alook at that and
just seeif the overall heighth of raising it 100
percent and impacting the sight lines of everyone
living around that lake is warranted or could
something be done about that? And the impact on
property values could be tremendous. That's avery
important water for those taxpayers. Soit's
something | wanted to recommend be studied. And the
other thing would be if there would be any impact
because of the heighth of the lines on the Cannon
River watershed, the waterfront on that side.

Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

Anybody else? I've got nobody else on
thelist.

MR. RICK VOLLVRECHT: | have one thing.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Yeah.

MR. RICK VOLLVRECHT: Rick Vollvrecht,
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V-O-L-L-V-R-E-C-H-T.

My question is now, I'm on the north
ling, isthe old line going to stay in and you're
just adding another one or isthe old line coming
out?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: On the north, that new
line would get rebuilt and double-circuited with the
new line so we'd remove the existing poles.

MR. RICK VOLLVRECHT: It would be on the
new poles?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yep.

MR. RICK VOLLVRECHT: And now what
happensiif there's a building site that might not be
abuilding site anymore if this goes through, are
they going to consider those? There's no
buildings -- there is now, but they're a building
site.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yeah. If it eliminated
apotential building site then that would be
factored into the value of that easement for sure.

MR. RICK VOLLVRECHT: Okay. And then why
would this new one, why do they have to go so much
wider with the easement?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: It'sahigher voltage
line and basically it's arequirement for setbacks

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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and probably different voltages based on the size of
that line.

MR. RICK VOLLVRECHT: Okay. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

Do we have anybody else that would like
to provide comments?

Just areminder that if you have already
commented, like you came up and spoke tonight, you
can still submit written commentsif something else
comes to mind or if you have other questions or
comments. If you want to submit the same comment
again, I'm not going to stop you from doing that,
but | just want to remind everybody that whether you
giveit to us as a spoken comment or written
comments, they're al treated the same as Sam
mentioned earlier.

MR. SAM LOBBY: And just with that, there
are other public meetings this week, as| mentioned,
and so you're welcome to come to other onesif you
want. But so you're aware, it will be the same
information covered. So, yeah, if you do want to
speak publicly, probably the easiest thing isif you
think of something you can do it on Thursday, so you
can attend those if you want to speak, but you don't
have to travel.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters

(15) Pages 57 - 60

(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project Waterville WATERVILLE - 7-8-24 - 6:00 P.M.
Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-8-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 8, 2024

Page 61

1 MR.RICH DAVIS: With that, if | don't

2 have anybody else who would like to comment, we'll
3 let you go. Staff will still be around here for the

4 Applicant and for the State, or if you have

5 questions or want to look at things on the maps, the
6 GlSfolksare still back there and will help you

7 Out.

8 Thank you very much.

9  MR.SAM LOBBY: Thanksfor taking the

10 timeto come today, everybody, we appreciate it.

11 (Proceedings concluded at 7:28 p.m.)
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1 MR.SAM LOBBY: All right. Good morning. 1 being proposed by Xcel Energy.
2 Thank you so much for coming out today. We'll go 2 Today we're having a public information
3 ahead and get started here, it's 11:00 am. 3 and environmental scoping meeting. So what that
4 So | am Sam Lobby with the Public 4 meansiswe're going to start with the public
5 Utilities Commission. We're a state agency. And | s information part of the meeting where we tell you
6 just want to start by thanking you all for coming 6 about what the project is and how that process works
7 heretoday. Thisisagreat showing heretoday, we 7 and introduce you to the parties.
s havealot of folks, so we appreciate you coming. | s Andthen wewill talk about the
9 know it's an extrathing to come here and taking 9 environmental scoping piece. Rich with the
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time out of your day, so we really appreciate you
being here. Just so you know, | liketo let folks
know that your presenceis not only appreciated, but
really important to the decision-making process.
The Commission really puts alot of
weight on what members of the public in the project
area have to say about these projects because you
guyslive in the area, you're the ones who are going
to have to be around where the project is and you
know the area the best and since you know the area
best you can help usto make adecision if the
project will be permitted at all. And if it does,
then your comments can help usto shapeit in away
that will hopefully work out well for everyone.
And so thanks for coming today for this
345 kilovalt transmission line project which is

N
N P O
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Department will go into more detail on that. But
just kind of a snapshot, the environmental scoping
meeting, if you're not familiar with what that
means, basically we do an environmental study on the
project, it's amonths-long study. And so part of
what today is about iswe're not totally sure of
everything that we're going to study and so we want
to get comments from you al to help us shape what
we're going to study. So that's where we'reredly,
really thankful for this many folks coming out
today, because a good turnout will help us determine
what we're going to study as part of the project.

So we have public meetings al week. We
had two yesterday, one in Mankato and then the other
onewasin Waterville. Today we are here, of
course. And we have another onein personin Pine

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters

(1) Pages1-4

(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project
Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157

Faribault
7-9-24 - 11:00 a.m.

FARIBAULT - 7-9-24 - 11:00 A.M.
July 9, 2024

© 00 N O g b~ W N P

NN N NRNDNRR R PR B P B R R R
a A WO DN PP O © 0N O O b W N - O

Page 5

Island this evening from 6:00 to 8:00, and the
tomorrow we have one in Kellogg, Minnesota from 6:00
to 8:00, and then again on Thursday we will have two
virtual meetings.

So all of the meetings are going to cover
the same material, but you're more than welcome to
come to more than one if you'd like.

Y ou're not obligated to make comments
today, but if want to you are more than welcome to
speak publicly to make comments. But if, you know,
for example, you leave here today and you think
about something later tonight or tomorrow and you
want to vocalize that, you can come to the virtual
meeting, so you don't have to leave home or
anything. But there's also awritten comment period
that closes on August 1st and so you'll have until
August 1st to submit comments to the record.

And just so you're aware, the comments
that you give in person heretoday or in the written
record, they're weighted the same, so you don't have
to fedl likeif you don't want to speak and you
would prefer to write in your comment, it's not like
that would be looked at as something less than
speaking publicly, so whatever you're most
comfortable with.

Page 6

So the project can be found on the Public
Utilities Commission website under docket numbers
22-532 and 23-157. Y ou can see those up on the
screen there. And we do, as you camein we do have
copies of the presentation so you can take a copy of
that. There'salso a copy of the meeting notice,
which many of you probably got in the mail or you
maybe learned about it otherwise, but in the meeting
notice there is information about how to access
these things on the Public Utilities Commission
website. So if you want those instructions, that's
agood place to find them.

So, with that, just one more piece I'll
state here and then we'll dig into the meat of the
presentation. But just so folks are aware of how
these processes work, the Public Utilities
Commission, we're a state agency and we regulate
electric utilities. So we are not affiliated with
the company, we're not for or against this project
or any other project that comes before us. We're
here to provide a space for al of the different
interested parties to speak and say their piece.

Many, many years ago there wasn't this
opportunity for public input, but now we realize how
critically important it isto get input from local

© 00 N O g~ W N P
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residentsin the area.

So that's what today is about, we want to
hear from you and give you all avoice and a chance
to let us know what you think or to ask questions or
anything that could help the commissioners with
making afinal decision. So I'll keep saying it, we
really appreciate you being here today so thanks
very much for your presence.

So, with that, I'll go ahead and dig in
with the project.

Thisisaquick agendafor today.

My nameis Sam L obby, once again, with
the Public Utilities Commission. Over there sitting
in the blue shirt is Trevor Culbertson, heis one of
my colleagues. And then I'll give alittle
presentation on how the process works, the
permitting process.

Then Ms. Heine with Xcel Energy will be
giving an overview of the project itself.

And then, lastly, Mr. Rich Davis here
with the Department of Commerce EERA will be talking
about how the environmental scoping process works
and what we're looking for from you. And then so
that'll probably take 30'ish minutes, maybe 40
minutes.

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

e
» o

Page 8

Then once we're done with the
presentation, the rest of the meeting will be for
public comments, for you all to come up and talk at
the microphone, or listen, whatever you prefer to
do.

So the purpose of today's meeting isto
provide information about the proposed project as
well asinformation about the state's high voltage
transmission line route permit process. We want to
provide you an opportunity to participate in
devel oping the scope of the environmental impact
statement, so if you see the acronym EIS, that means
environmental impact statement. And, again, welll
talk more about that.

So in developing the scope, what we're
looking for is comments on potential impacts of the
proposed project as well as commenting on methods to
minimize, mitigate, and avoid potential impacts,
which may include proposing an aternate route or
route segment.

Also, we provide contact information in
case you have any questions later. And just one
note here for this project, the lead with the Public
Utilities Commission, his name is Cezar Panait and
he couldn't be here today, unfortunately, so Trevor
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and | arefilling in. But we are still involved
with this project, so longer term, thiswhole
process will take over ayear, so in the longer term
Cezar Panait iswho you'll probably interface with.

But with that said, you can reach out to
Trevor or myself at any time and we can either try
to answer your question or direct you to Cezar or
somebody else who might be ableto help. But the
phone is always on and we're happy to take questions
and help you with anything that you have.

So the government units that will be
involved in this process are, of course, the Public
Utilities Commission. We are the government unit
that reviews applications and issues site and route
permits in Minnesota.

There's also the Department of Commerce,
which manages the environmental review process for
the Commission and prepares an environmental impact
statement on the proposed project.

An administrative law judge from the
Office of Administrative Hearings will facilitate a
public hearing later on in the process and they will
provide a report to the Commission setting forth
findings of fact, conclusions of law, and
recommendations on the proposed project.

Page 10

Andinacoupledides!'ll giveyou a
timeline of the different process steps and talk
again about the judge and their role in this,

What is not listed on the slide are other
government units that will be somewhat not as
directly related as, you know, the ones listed up
here. But we do have alot of consultation and work
with agencies like the Department of Natural
Resources, the Department of Transportation, the
Pollution Control Agency, and all sorts of different
state agencies. We also really like to hear from
local units of government, again, because those are
the folks that know the most on the ground because
you guys liveinthe area. And occasionally some
federal agencies potentially aswell.

So alittle background on who the Public
Utilities Commission is. The Commission consists of
five commissioners that are appointed by the
governor and confirmed by the Senate. And there are
around 75 to 80 staff members and | am one of the
staff members for the agency.

We regulate three service industries,
electricity, natural gas, and telephone. Our
mission is to ensure safe, adequate, and efficient
utility services at fair and reasonable rates. And
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we provide independent professional oversight of
utility service providersin amanner that is
consistent with the public interest.

So as far as the permitting is concerned,
there is a couple of technical terms that have been
used here so these are important terms that you'll
see asyou follow the project. The two things that
need to be given to Xcel to do this project are
called firstly a certificate of need. So any high
voltage transmission line with a capacity of 300
kilovolts or more and with more than one mile of its
length in Minnesota, that would require what's known
as acertificate of need.

And then there's also aroute permit, so
they need to have a permit that says that they are
alowed to go with the selected. So any high
voltage transmission line with anominal voltage of
100 kilovolts or more and greater than 1500 feet in
length.

| won't get into too much detail here
because the Applicant will discuss the actua
project itself.

Xcel is proposing to build a new
approximately 130-mile 345 kV transmission line and
a separate new 20-mile 161 kV line. The proposed

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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345 line will run from Mankato to the Mississippi
and crossing near the 161 line that would be north
of Rochester. Construction is planned to start in
2026 and the project is scheduled to bein service
in 2030 if it does get the permit from the Public
Utilities.

Sojust alittletimeline, as| had
mentioned, kind of a snapshot of what to expect.

So the application was submitted in April
of this year and the Commission then officially
accepted the application on June 26th of 2024. The
third one down is the public information meetings,
and that's where we're at today. So at the
beginning of this presentation | had mentioned that
one of the big parts, the main reason that we're
having this here today is to help develop the scope
of the environmental study. So getting input and
feedback from you all on what you think we should
look into. Then after this, then we will take all
that information and come up with a scoping
decision, which is estimated to come out in October
of 2024. So then that's based on your input here's
what we're going to study.

Then the study will actually commence and
so that study will go from October of 2024 to March
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of 2025. Soit'savery comprehensive study, it'sa
months-long thing, and we look very closely at it.
And then once that draft comes out, that will come
out in March, we'll release it early enough that you
al have a chance to review that and read it, you'll
have a couple weeks or amonth or so to digest that
and get asense of what'sinit,.

And then we will hold another public
hearing in April of 2025 exactly like today, in the
same place, everything is the same, but whereas
today we're getting feedback from you on what we
should study. Andin April of 2025 you will have
then seen the draft that was released and then you
can tell us did this meet the things that you were
wanting us to study, and look at other things that
we missed, are there things that we could have more
detail on or thingslike that. That'san
opportunity for you to provide us feedback on what
was actually studied.

Then after that we'll take that feedback
and reincorporate it and then afinal environmental
impact statement will be issued in either June or
July of 2025. And the Commission tentatively is
scheduled to make afinal decision in September of
2025. Soitisapretty long process. There are a

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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lot of different opportunities for the public to
comment.

So in this case for this particular part
of the process, the comment period ends on
August 1st. But with that said, evenif it's
outside of acomment period, if you have questions
or anything that you're concerned about or want to
chat with us about, you're always more than welcome
to contact the Public Utilities Commission or
Commerce and they're more than happy to talk to you
about the questions even if it's outside the comment
period.

With that, | will go ahead and passit on
to Ms. Heine with the devel oper.

Oop. Sorry. You can contral it, | won't
touch it here.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Thanks, Sam.

Y eah, I'm Ellen Heine with Xcel Energy.
A number of you probably have seen that we've got a
whole bunch of folks from the project as well to
help out with questions.

I am going to tell you all that | was
given anote from alittle bird that reminded me to
dow down. Soif | start talking too fast, which |
tend to do that, that will encourage me to slow down
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alittle bit. But I will do my best.

Sojustinitialy | just wanted to tell
you alittle bit about how this project came about.
Thiswas identified from M1SO, the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator. It's the regional
transmission organization that we are working with.
So they identified this project as needed to support
energy needsin Minnesota and throughout the region
inthis area.

And just some notes about this project
and some of the similar projectslikeit, it adds
capacity to accommodate increasing amounts of
renewabl e energy on the system throughout the area,
it improves reliability and system resilience within
the areaaswell on the grid. It also creates more
access to low-cost renewabl e energy as some of the
developing in different areas are away from some of
those like central hubs for the traditional
generation that's been primary in the past.
Upgrading existing infrastructure also is part of
this. When possible, collocating with the existing
lines. And it helps support regional economic
growth to developing energy infrastructures in those
locations.

| just wanted to give alittle bit of

Page 16

background on the routes that you see here that have
been proposed. The process that we went through to
develop those, it's been amultistep iterative

process where initially we looked at maps and alot
of data and information that we had and devel oped
some preliminary routes through a desktop
development. And then we did some field
verifications where we went and drove around and
looked at some of those routes. And also we did two
rounds of open houses last year to get feedback from
the public and get more information about some of
those routes.

So the routes that you see on here have
been adjusted and refined based on that information
and feedback that we got last year during that
devel opment process.

And so we submitted these routes in our
application to the PUC, as Sam described, and I'm
going to give you a brief overview of each of those
here.

S0 just the overall map, project map,
we've identified it kind of asfour separate
segments. It'sall one project, but just to make it
easier to kind of digest.

Segment one is between Mankato and
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Faribault, and there are essentially two route
options there. And then segment two, which is shown
in the purple there from Faribault over to the North
Rochester substation, which isin Pine Island.
Segment three goes from that North Rochester
substation to the Mississippi River near Kellogg.
And segment four is actually a 161 linewhichis
being relocated to accommodate the proposed 345 kV
on part of segment three.

So segment one, essentially there's two,
there's a north and a south in the application. We
describe them as one north and one south, but
there's some connectors in between there. It's
about 40 miles long, and the north route primarily
follows an existing 115 kV line that's located
there. They are two-pole H-frame structures.
There's a section where it goes south and shares a
common segment with the south segment because we
couldn't place the line south of the Mankato airport
because of some easements that the city has that
restrict going there.

And the south route on segment one,
there's a combination of following an existing 69 kV
in some areas where that 69 kV, which isamuch
smaller line goes through some towns along the way.

Page 18

We've routed around those towns where there is more
room for awider right of way.

And segment two, between Faribault and
the Rochester substation, 35 to 40 miles, depending
on which route would get selected. The north route
in that segment mostly follows an existing 69 kV
line, but where it comes out of Faribault, it'sin a
new corridor because the 69 kV line goes right
through town here and it's just a pretty small right
of way and it wouldn't be as good for a 345. So
then it does follow a 69 kV line along that route
for aways.

The south route on thisis what we called
agreenfield route, so it's not following any
existing transmission ling, it would be anew right
of way for that one.

Segment three is about 26 mileslong
between the river and the substation, and that
segment actually isthe -- it'sthe location of an
existing 345 kV line that was permitted as part of
the CapX 2020 project a number of years ago. So
there's currently that first portion of that line,
about 16 miles of that are double-circuit 345 and
161 kV line, and what we're proposing is that the
new 345 kV line will be placed on the other side of
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the existing poles on that same alignment. So they
wouldn't actually rebuild the line in that section,
but that first 16 miles, there the 161 kV line that
we're talking about as part of this project is
located on those structures and so it would need to
berelocated. So that's actually segment four,
which I'll show you in asecond here. Then thereis
another portion on the map you seg, it's called
Wabaco Junction there. ThereisaDairyland Power
161 kV line that's on the second side of those poles
and that portion from that point over to the river,
and Dairyland Power does have a separate project
that is being permitted in the PUC process as well
to relocate that 161 kV line.

And then segment four. So thisisthe --
these are the alternatives for the 161 kV linefor a
portion of that, to remove it from the CapX
structures there are actually more route segments on
this than some of the 345 kV lines just because of
the location. There's afew more constraints
because of the location that needs to get through.

And | will just note on this one that we
did file -- there's a dashed line that you see that
goes kind of through the middle of that larger
triangle, and we did file an additional aternative
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to be included in the scoping study. Weiinitially
looked at that and there's an existing 161 kV line
on that corridor and initially our information was
that we couldn't double-circuit those because of
reliability, but after doing some additional study
and working with our utility partners we were able
to determine that that's possible and so there will
be also an option to double-circuit that one that
will get studied as part of this review.

And just to note, we do have project
partnersthat are part of this. Xcel Energy is
leading this permit development and permitting
process, but those portions of segment three and
segment four are co-owned with Dairyland Power,
Rochester Public Utilities, and Southern Minnesota
Municipa Power Agency, so they are co-owners of
those parts of the project, but we are just the lead
on the permitting process.

And then just the anticipated schedule.

Thiskind of piggybacks on what Sam had talked
about. The project was identified by MISO in 2022
and our route development process started in 2023
with the stuff that | was talking about, and how it
reaches engagement.

Preliminary engineering has been done and
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we did file our application to the PUC earlier this
year. At thispoint we'rein that permit review
process with the PUC and Department of Commerce.
And at a point where we receive a route permit,
assuming that we do, they'll complete final
engineering and negotiate with landowners to secure
the route that gets selected. And then also acquire
the additional permits that would be required
through the DNR and other agencies as part of the
process.

And throughout that, continued public and
stakeholder engagement is ongoing during that stage.
Construction, we're anticipating, would begin
probably in late 2026 and continue through early
2030. And then placement of that line in 2030.

And then | just wanted to highlight
quickly that in working with landowners there are
two terms that we use interchangeably alot, but |
just wanted to note. The easement, that's permanent
and located there, and that's alegal thing that our
agents would work with landowners on acquiring.

We also talk about right of way. We've
described how there's a 150-foot right of way for
the 345 kV line. Sometimes that's the corridor that
that entirething islocated in, and it's more of a
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general statement of whereitisontheland. And
sometimes that right of way isshared. If it's
adjacent to aroad, we often share some right of way
with those so that wouldn't require an easement for
that portion of it.

So the transmission line infrastructure
that we're proposing, we're anticipating steel
transmission infrastructure, steel pole, so just one
pole on afoundation. Thetypical pole height for
the 345 kV is 100 to 150, but depending on the
terrain, 150 would be on the high side for the 345,
with 150 feet and 75 feet to either side of center,
and the span lengths are between 800 and 1200 feet
between structures, and that also depends on the
terrain. And the 161 kV line, that'stypicaly a
80- to 100-foot right of way for that, and those
span lengths are 300 to 500 feet.

And thisisjust kind of atypical
construction sequence, the process for once we begin
building on line. They start doing the soil
surveys, they'll do staking at each location and
right of way width. And then crews come out and did
all that construction access, if they need to
install construction matting or doing things to get
into those places. And then oncetheclearingis
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completed and we've got access and ready, they will
bring equipment onsite to do the construction.
Foundations get installed first, so we get those put
in, and then come through and install the structures
ontop of that. And it usually happensin segments,
so one end to another, so alot of timesthese are
not happening at the different portions of the line,
but it follows a sequence. Then oncethelineis
complete, then crews come back and do restoration
and repairs and seed and things like that to get it
returned back to the -- to get the soil back to its
original.

And then thisisjust to show we have a
project website and also a project email there that
ismonitored regularly. And so if you've got any
questions about it or need more information, you can
go to that website or reach out to us and my contact
information isalso in here aswell.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you, Ellen.

My nameis Rich Davis, I'm with the
Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy
Environmental Review and Analysis Unit. As Sam had
mentioned, we are tasked with essentially trying to
get your comments and put together a scope for the
environmental impact statement that we're going to
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produce and do an analysis through this process.

Just areal brief agenda on kind of what
I'm going to cover. We're looking at what our role
isfor environmental review and the scoping process
and how you guys get commentsin for that, let us
know what you would like usto look at, recommending
aternatives, and specifically how to comment and
then we will open it up for comments, questions, and
some discussion.

So, first off, our job at Commerce, we
conduct the environmental review for the Commission.
We're doing that objectively for athird party.
WEe're neutral, we're not biased or advocating for or
against the project. We'rejust looking at the
project and on potential impacts of the project and
how to avoid some of those or minimize the impacts
for potential mitigation actions. When we do the
ElS, we'relooking for potential human and
environmental impacts, and ultimately our goal isto
produce an environmental review document for the
Commission that can be used to understand the
project potential impacts and mitigation options and
help them make an informed decision when they are
making afinal decision on the permit.

Additionally, with that, in addition to
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public meetings and things like this, we also talk
with other state and federal agencies and coordinate
with them to get comments or their thoughts on the
routes that have been proposed, or alternatives
they'd like usto look at. We also receive
information from them on other permits that will be
required for the project from those individual
agencies that they'll have to -- that Xcel will have
to apply for and receive from them so the project
can proceed. And aso coordinate with native tribes
on issues that impact their lands as well.

More specifically, on the environmental
impact statement, or the EIS, what we produce that
document for, our environmental review, it kind of
gives us arundown of what it is going to be
included and describes the proposed project and the
aternatives that are looking forward in the scoping
process. We study and look at human and
environmental impacts, identify strategies to avoid
and minimize any impacts, and very specifically list
out impacts that cannot be avoided so commissioners
will know specifically if the searched route and
route segment, that we call out impacts that there
isno way for usto get around them, they're going
to happen if you pick that option.

Page 26

And, again, we do not advocate for or
against the projects.

Asfor the scoping, | liketo tell people
that we're here to get information from individuals
that live here that are local, that may not -- that
may know about thingsthat | can't seeif | pick up
amap or get data from a consultant or something
likethat, thingsthat arelocal. That even
something specific about your property that we're
not going to know about because those are the things
we can't see when we're trying to put the scope
together and what we're trying to analyze and what
we'retrying to look at. And aswe go through the
scoping process, we're trying to develop atable of
contents that is solid for us to study and analyze.

Over on thetable asyouwalked inisa
draft scoping decision document, iswhat it's
cdlled, and towards the back of that thereisa
table of contents that lays out the areas that are
standard resources that we look at as we go through
the EI'S process and scoping process.

So if you have questions regarding -- if
we'relooking at A, B, or C, asfar asaresource
goes, or potential impacts to those resources, that
gives you an idea of what larger categories we're
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going to belooking at. And you can ask or provide
comment of something specific that you could like us
toinclude in that as we develop the scope.

And for purposes of scoping, the
guestions that are up on the screen right now, I'm
going to read them all just so that they're
consistent from meeting to meeting. But these are
meant to tailor or help me focus on comments that
will provide us really useful information as we're
going through the scoping.

Y ou can provide comment on anything that
you would like, but these focus questions do help us
get to the topics that we're trying to focus on.

So we're looking at are there other ways
to meet the stated need for the project? For
example, adifferent size project or adifferent
type of facility. This references what Sam had
mentioned, was the certificate of need or the CN
process, and these are referred to as system
aternatives. Just to clarify that it's looking at
will there be a different type of project or a
different size of transmission line that would meet
the need of the proposed project that would be
better than the transmission line that's being
proposed.

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

Page 28

Second, what potential human and
environmental impacts of the proposed project should
be considered in the EIS? And that's completely
open to take alook through that table of contents
that we have in our draft here. And if you want to
fill that in with some suggestions, by al means,
please comment on that.

Are there any methods to minimize,
mitigate, or avoid potential impacts of proposed
projects that should be considered in the EIS? Are
there any alternative routes or route segments that
should be considered in the EIS to address or
mitigate potential impacts associated with the
proposed project? That'salot. I've got another
dlide coming up that's just on route aternatives so
I would hold off on an explanation until there.

And then are there any unique areas that
should be considered in the EIS? Again, that's
local stuff that we can't see @l the time or we
don't know about how that has significance to the
local communities or local landowners and things
like that.

So we are till in the scoping process.

Just areal general statement on that. We take the
comments from these public meetings and once that
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are submitted in written form during the comment
period, and then we take comments from other state
and federal agencies aswell and we will take those
and develop that. And we'll actually file our
proposed asto what we carry forward either before
the EIS process, or writing process, begins.

All right. And route alternatives, when
people are thinking about route alternatives or
route segment alternatives to recommend, we need
some context and some detail asto what that
alternative will mitigate as far asimpacts. So
thisis some suggestions of things as you carry or
move them forward.

If you'd like to suggest one impact of
what has been proposed of the project, and then
obviously a suggested detailed alternative on a
recommended map with the GIS folks here. And we
have folks that can help you zoom in on parts of the
routes or on your property specificaly. Andwed
use those maps to look at alternative routes or
route segments, because we have to be able to scope
it and evaluate an dternative, we have to be able
to actualy put it on paper or on amap to be able
to look at those resources that are in that areato
be able to compare to what's being proposed. And,
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again, discuss how that alternative mitigates the
anticipated impacts.

| always give people the example of you
can recommend a number of aternatives, and if your
aternativeisyou don't want it in my yard, so put
it over there by that person's house, that's fine,
you can recommend that, but | can't readlly do alot
with that because we're just shifting the impact
from your property or your house to somebody else's,
so it looks like a zero sum. So essentially it's
not mitigating an impact, it's just shifting it to
somebody else.

So, again, as much detail aswe can get
of those alternatives. And I'm happy to talk with
people on the phone, here today, via email, whatever
itis, if you'retrying to work on an alternative
and you need details nailed down so we can move
forward. Becausewedo -- at our staff level we go
through the aternatives and we determine if we can
carry them forward.

The commissioners at the PUC will also
get an opportunity to look at those alternatives
that are suggested and provide some comment to uson
them . But ultimately we haveto be ableto
describe them and provide some details to them so
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that we can capture them in our analysis. If they
carry forward, the study isin the EIS.

Also, just something to mention, in the
process of suggesting aternative routes and route
segments, if one of those is selected by the
Commission, that can become an issue where Xcel
would have eminent domain to be able to acquire that
ground to make that all work. Sothat'sjust -- I'm
not saying that that happensin every case, but
that's something to keep in mind as you're
suggesting alternatives and segments to the routes
and things like that.

Again, on the certificate of need, or CN
aternatives, in our EIS we will study a no-build
aternative, which basically looks at what happens
if the project is not constructed. If you have
system alternatives, again, that's different than a
route alternative, it'slooking at the project as a
whole and what the project is needed for and the
intent of it. A system alternative would be
something that is of adifferent size, adifferent
type, or adifferencein timing of things. So it
can be adifferent sizetransmission line. Again,
it could be distributed energy generation in another
location that would serve the demand and reliability
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issues that Xcel hasidentified as what they need
and what the project is being proposed for.

And the biggest part of it, | guess, for
me, is how to comment. | want to let everybody know
that there's multiple ways to comment. If you're
shy and don't want to talk up here at the mic, you
can submit written comments. On the slide it shows
my mailing address, my email. Thereisaform, this
guy right over at that table in the back there,
thereisawhole section to fill out your contact
information. It actually lists those questions that
| had previously mentioned. There's asection to
include and write your commentsin, you fold it, put
astamp onit, and it's got my name and address on
it aready and you just drop it in the mail and it
comes back to me.

Thereisalink if you go on the project
website or the web page that we have for the
project, there's a Submit Comment button on there.
If you click on that it will pull up aform, you
type in whatever your comment is, whatever you want
for acomment, and submit it and | get a
notification in my email that there's one there.

Also, my email ison thisform aswell.
So you should pick thisup if there's any chance
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you're going to comment later on, because there's
multiple ways to comment, and it gives my contact
information.

And in addition to that, obvioudly, |
didn't specifically read it, but you can provide a
verbal comment today here in alittle bit and that
will go on the official record for the meeting.

And I'll point out that August 1st isthe
end of the comment period. Topicsfor comment, I'm
not going to read them again, you already suffered
through it once, and that's okay.

Next isfor etiquette for up here for
giving comments. We have our lovely court reporter
and she can only report what one person is saying at
atime. So out of respect for her and for the rest
of the group, if | can only have one person talking
at atime, obvioudly, that makes life easier for
everybody. And it's being respectful for each
other.

When you come up to the mic, if you're
going to talk, please state and spell your name.
Again, that helps us keep agood record and for the
reporter. And please limit commentsto five
minutes. | don't think that's going to be an issue,
but if time becomes an issue we can always swing
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around and make sure everybody has a chance to
speak. Remember to maintain respect. And as much
as possible, direct your comments and questions to
the scope, the questions that | had mentioned
earlier for the EIS, that really helps me to funnel
those comments where they need to be and where we
might expand on the EIS moving forward.

There's aton of information on this one
dide. Contact information for myself, for Xcel,
for the Commission staff.

The written comment deadlineis on there.
And our web page, the mailing address, the same
guestions. Again, how to find the official record
on eDockets for the project, how to sign up for
email notification for eDockets. So these packets
of the presentation are also over on thetable.
This one, if for no other reason, this one will give
you alot of info, and I'll track down folks. If
you need business cards for whoever you want to talk
to. And with that, we are ready to go with comments
here.

Carol, do you want to go first?

MR. CAROL OVERLAND: Yeah. Now?

MR. RICH DAVIS: Sure.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: It's not screwed on,
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though. Thank you.

I'm Carol Overland, O-V-E-R-L-A-N-D. |
wanted to speak right away so that | can get in here
while things are fresh.

On dide three, in 26, in addressing the
impacts, they'rein the wrong order. It should be
avoid first, then minimize, and then what's left,
how to mitigate. And that's an important twist on
that.

On dlide eight, it'simportant to note
the timing. What's been happening, we don't have a
schedule yet for this, but the final EI'S have been
tending to come in after the public comments, after
the public and evidentiary hearings, and after
briefing. So there's no opportunity to address
things that are missing in the final EIS nor address
the adequacy of it and that's a problem.

Local units of government. Last night
and then also today, you know, it's been township
presence. And that's important because the
townships are wanting know what the impact will be
and there's two aspectsto this. Oneisthe
physical intrusion on township roads, but another
part of that isthe economic part where townships
and cities, school districts and counties, receive
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public utility -- oh, I'm -- hmm -- persona
property tax revenues. And that'savery large
contribution to alocal government's revenue. And
so that's important that they know how this will
impact them in that way and also how it will affect
them in a physical way by intruding on the local
roads.

Also, it'simportant to know that MI1SO,
or MISO, isnot aregulator. And it'stheir want
and it's Xcel'swant. Thisisvery important
because the MISO determination, their selection of
it, thisis not a need determination under the law
of the State of Minnesota. So that'swhy it's
really important to comment about need and look at
that. There are other waysto state aneed for a
project. For example, adifferent size project or a
different type of facility, and what they are
stressing earlier isit has to meet the purpose and
the intent of the project. No. No. It doesn't
work that way.

Also, cumulative impacts need to be
addressed. We have four projects here in Minnesota,
this one and the Brookings to Hampton 2nd Circuit
for that CapX portion, the Big Stone to Alexandria
to Big Oaks, and a so the Minnesota Energy Con from
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southwestern Minnesota up to the old Sherco
substation.

So, anyway, | said I'd come back with
more comments on magnetic fields, and so | looked it
up. And if you look at the application on page 163,
there's system peak energy demand. There's no
disclosure of the amps, but it says 718 MV A for
Wilmarth to North Rochester, 692 MV A for North
Rochester to Tremval. It also lists system average
energy demand. Again, no disclosure of amps, at 331
MVA and (coughing). Well, thethingis, if you look
at Table 5.1 and the MV A there, thisis designed to
be 3,000 amps, that's alittle different than --
well, the MV A for the double-circuit, 3585.24. So
essentialy it's off by the 718 MV A system peak
energy demand, the highest that they report is about
one-fifth of the 3585 it is designed for. Thisis
why addressing the full potential loading is
important.

Now, Minnesota doesn't require that. And
of course Xcel isn't about to do more than they have
to. In Wisconsin it would need to disclose that and
that would be part of the application and the
environmental review. This needsto bein there.

And if you look at the tables, Table 17,
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7-19, Chapter 7, the numbers -- look at the numbers
at the edge of the right of way, because
recommendations are two and four milligauss. And
you get that in some of them, that 250 feet from the
centerline, but these are at those reduced grossly
understated milligauss rates. So multiply by five
and then you get amore logical display of the
potential.

So anyway, in short, the EIS must
disclose milligauss based on that 3,000 amp loading
that they declarein their application, 3585.4 MVA.
That's important if you're going to look at magnetic
fields. And I've been bringing this up year after
year and year after year. We've got anew crowd
somewhat now, but it's about time that the Public
Utilities Commission and the Department of Commerce
address these in a representative fashion and not
misrepresent them.

Thank you.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Thank you very much for
your comment.

| want to reference one thing asfar as
thetimeline is concerned. Just so folks are aware,
just to provide some clarification, the reason we
don't have specific dates for when these things are
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going to happen is because thisis planned so far
out that. For example, today, if there was
something that cancelled this event, then we'd have
to push it off and change the rest of the timeline
and so that's why there aren't specific dates

listed.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Also, thereisno
scheduling order yet, so we don't have alot of the
dates.

MR. SAM LOBBY:: Yes, and that's the way
the process works. There's nothing that's being
hidden from anyone. It's we're coordinating with a
lot of different people and so we can't have exact
official datesjust asasimple logistical matter.

And as far as opportunitiesto comment on
the scoping and the draft and everything like that,
asyou can see here, | said originaly today, the
public information meeting and scoping, we're taking
your comments to help design what we're going to be
studying. So you're helping to shape what that
study will look at. We'll come out with a scoping
decision in October of what we're going to study,
and then it will be a months-long process of
actually doing the study.

At that point, when there's a draft that

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

Page 40

isreleased, you'll have plenty of time, you'll have
weeks to look it over and, you know, digest it and
think about it. Then after you've had plenty of
timetolook at it, we will hold another public
hearing just like this.

So today you're giving us information
about what we should study, thenin April of 2025
then you'll havetimeto read it and look at it and
that will tell what was adequate, did this meet your
expectations. Then after that, we can take that
input and then that will be in the final
environmental impact statement.

So there are a whole bunch of
opportunities that you will be able to participate
in this and help to shape how that study actually
ends up looking.

So | just wanted to make sure folks are
clear on that. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. Dale
Thomforde.

MR. DALE THOMFORDE: Thomforde.

MR. RICH DAVIS: I'll take your word for
it.

MR. DALE THOMFORDE: Here'sacouple
copies of my comments.
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MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

MR. DALE THOMFORDE: | probably won't go
into it in as much detail asin the written
comments.

My nameis Dale Thomforde,
T-H-O-M-F-0-R-D-E. And my addressis 9637 Plumb
Creek Road Northwest, Pine Island, Minnesota.

I'm a supervisor for New Haven -- I'm on
the New Haven Township Board. Asone of the three
supervisors for the township, | do not speak for New
Haven Township, however, | do speak for a number of
township residents that have expressed concerns
about the proposed transmission line routes, or
specifically segment four is what I'm going to be
talking about.

Topics for comment at thistime for the
environmental scoping include not everything under
there, but there's two areas. Are there any methods
to minimize, mitigate, or avoid potential impacts of
the proposed project that should be considered by
the EIS? And then are there any alternative routes
or route segments that should be considered in the
ElIS to address or mitigate potential impacts
associated with the proposed route? And those are
things that I'm going to talk about today.

Page 42

Thefirst alternativeis, for segment
four, isrouting the segment along the existing CapX
2020 transmission line route from north -- the North
Rochester substation to the Chester Junction. There
were three townships, and the City of Oronoco that
requested an analysis of that route as an
alternative. And Xcel did consider that and did
state in one of their documents the reasons they
didn't think that route was worthy of pursuing.

| don't agree with all the reasons that
were given. Thisroute is a shorter route than the
route for segment four that was proposed. This
route would require about 16 miles of construction,
new, of the new 161 kilovolt transmission line.
WEell, the other routes proposed for segment four
east and segment four west actually are about three
to eight mileslonger so they require additional
construction.

It also stated in Appendix Q that this
aternative also included the greatest number of new
transmission right of way lines occupied by the
transmission right of way and included some
locations where the parallel line would be within
150 feet of existing homes. That, on the surface,
that'strue. | can't argue with that. It totally
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follows an existing transmission line. So -- and
the existing 345 doublewide, | can't -- they can't
share that right of way, so it would take an
additional right of way parallel to the existing
right of way.

This, however, appearsto bein conflict
with the statement made in the notice of filing of
route permit application with the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission, where it's stated, many
portions of the proposed route are located along
existing transmission line routes, line rights of
way, minimizing the potential impact of the project.
The proposed CapX route, which isaparallé line,
is essentially all along the opposite from the
exigting transmission linesright of way. Itis
agreed that the new line would require anew right
of way mostly adjacent to the existing transmission
line. Soin one place being near an existing line
IS seen as a positive and in some cases it's seen as
anegative. | think thereit's a positive.

There's also a statement that the
parallel line would have been with -- would be
within 150 feet of existing homes. This| went
through and looked at it and there's actually one
home along the route that would be within 150 feet.
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And that could be avoided by dlightly rerouting the
new line around to get further distance from that
home. So there's one home along that route.

On the other two aternatives that were
submitted, segment four east or segment four west
has seven instances where they'd be within 150 feet
of an existing home, and segment four east is even
worse, there's 19 instances where the proposed line
would be within 150 feet of existing homes. The
printout from the spreadsheet | put together is
included in what | submitted today if somebody wants
to dig into the details.

To make things even worse, many
residences along 75th Avenue -- 75th Street,
Highway 63, would lose at |east 150 feet of trees
and bushes between their home and the highway if the
route -- if that's chosen as the route. These trees
and bushes are currently used to help shield
residents, the residents visually from the highway
and to shield the residents from noise. These would
be cleared from any proposed transmission line right
of way.

The big problem appears to be crossing
Lake Zumbro with an additional transmission line.
And that was done previously for the CapX line with
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the dual 345 kilovolt line and it appearsthere's
room on the bluffs to add another crossing there.
So for those reasons, | believe further
investigation of a parallel and offset 161 kilovolt
line should be considered.

The second aternative that actually |
think is a preference, although | don't know if it's
feasible, isto add a substation at the Chester
Junction and this would eliminate the need for any
new construction of the 161 kilovolt line. What it
would do istap off of the dual 345 kilovolt lines
at that point. Thisisin Farmington Township,
Section 9. And with the substation there it could
provide 161 kilovolt lines going down to Chester
with the needed power. | think this should be
evaluated, sinceit would save alot of construction
costs and materials and about 16 to 25 miles of 161
kilovolt line. It could also eliminate the clearing
of many acres of trees within any right of way.

| don't have the numbers on the how the
distribution of the power works between, so sharing
the institution of the 161 kilovolt line onto the
proposed dual 345 kilovolt lines may or may not be
feasible. That isan engineering study that would
haveto be made. But if you can eliminate 16 to 25
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miles of transmission line by putting in a
substation that looks to be a good tradeoff.

And I'd like to, you know, compliment you
for having these meetings, open meetings, | think
they're helpful. This probably does lengthen the
process, but hopefully in the end it'll be well
done.

Thank you for your time.

MR. SAM LOBBY: It does, it lengthens the
permitting portion of the process, but | think
getting input from folks on the ground is the best
way to make sure the project works for the long term
if it is permitted, so thank you very much for your
comments.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you for your
comments, Dale.

Asfar asyour dternatives, I'll haveto
follow up with you on that, because | want to make
sure we have them down right. | also want to talk
with Xcel. | obviously have to put something on the
maps so that we can figure out the details on it.

MR. DALE THOMFORDE: I'm available any
time.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. Thank you.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Rich, I'd like to note
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that we do have a mapped alternative that does
parallel the CapX line that was included, but was
rejected. The crossing of Lake Zumbro can't be
paralel sowe didn't identify an alternative
crossing. So we can get you that or look at that
afterwards just to make sure that it meets Dale's
needs. And | just wanted to note, | don't know if
the application was missorted, but the 161 kV line,
that's a 80- to 100-foot right of way, not a
150-foot and | wanted to make sure | clarified that.

MR. RICH DAVIS: | have Mike Chase.

MR. MICHAEL CHASE: Good afternoon. |
represent CFERS, C-F-E-R-S. My nameis Michael
Chase, C-H-A-SE.

I'm the president of the local Citizens
for Environmental Rights and Safety. We have about
75 landowners in the Kenyon and Cottage -- excuse
me, Cherry Grove Township, an area east of Kenyon.

We have great concerns about this 345
foot line and the routes that are proposed. The one
that most directly affects us would be the two
south, the segment two south alternative. And the
concerns we have are related to some of the smaller
farmers that have the greatest economic loss and
impact to their propertiesif this goes through.
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Someone thought it was a great idea to
put it down a property line, share the pain, so to
speak. Not agood idea. Because of the width of
the shortcut that must be established under the
proposed project, things like thetile lineswhich
are jointly held between many of these properties.
Some of the things came from larger tracks that have
been divided up over time and they have lega
agreements that interact between multiple
landowners. So even if it's only one particular
farm that will be affected, no, it's deeper than
that.

They have concerns also about the
wildlife and the forestry that'sin the area.
There'salot of wind breaksin that area. To go
into a greenfield area and doing a swath cut through
that is going to be devastating.

We have several homes, like the Mark and
Tammy Vogel home up on 66th Avenue would be within
hundreds of feet of this particular proposal that's
there. There'saturkey installation owned by Paul
Strong just across the road from that, that would be
very near his property, that's fairly new. There
are also some new homes that young individuals have
put there.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters

(12) Pages 45 - 48

(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com


ARK2
Highlight

ARK2
Highlight
MR. DALE THOMFORDE:


Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project
Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157

Faribault
7-9-24 - 11:00 a.m.

FARIBAULT - 7-9-24 - 11:00 A.M.
July 9, 2024

© 00 N O g b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 49

We have concerns about EMF, just as Carol
Overland mentioned. 1'm amechanical engineer, |
engineered microwave oven programs 40, 50 years ago,
I'm aware of those microvolt concerns. Do notice
that in most places where a microwave oven isfound,
you'll say those with pacemakers should not be near
it. Therearealot of older farmersin thisarea
and those that are not currently maybe wearing a
pacemaker probably have a potential for that down
the road.

| echo the concerns that Carol listed,
but I won't cover that ground again.

We've also got impacted farming, crop
dusting and other things with these large towers.
We aready had many folks over the years that
continued to apply various treatments to their crops
viathat method. Radio TV signals. And, again,
we've aready had the problem of dealing with the
Kenyon wind alternative, we're glad that that was
not sited. And if thisis another invitation to
bring windmills back into this, we're not
interested, we're not having it. The team and the
group stands together against that.

So I'd like to suggest a better
consideration and I've got some evidence along this
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line. Why not follow the existing Highway 60 and
the northern corridor or some variation of that.
Follow the state road. Y ou've got clear access to
that, and yes, you may have to do some further
eminent domain to clear that. But that routeis
aready pretty much established. Rather than goin
and do a greenfield area, which appears to be point
to point with limited total distance, that doesn't
really seem like a good tradeoff to us.

If one were to go to Highway 25 west of
Belle Plaine, Minnesota over by 169, you would see a
similar high voltage line that follows Highway 25.
And it'slocated very closdly to that state highway.
And, again, to me that's a good example of how that
can be done. Why ruin some of the best farmland in
Minnesota and then put the biggest economic impact
on the small farmer that is probably least able to
tolerate that kind of situation.

So we have economic impacts of people,
we've got health impacts, we have other aesthetic
impacts that obviously go without saying.

One of the concernsthat several of the
members voiced to me over the last 24 hoursis only
because of Carol Overland alerting me that this
meeting was held today. We were not natified.
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We've been part of the MPUC process for some time.
| appeared in front of the Public Utilities
Commission regarding the Cannon wind map. We should
be aknowable entity. It isjust very unfortunate
that this oversight happened because it leaves a bad
taste in our mouth.

Also, some members of our CFERS
organization have received approaching applications
from wind developers. Isthat the intent, is that
another side effect of this project, istoinvite
renewable energy into areas where it's not really
desired? Becausethat is one of the concerns that
some of the members mentioned to me.

We've got older farmers, as | mentioned,
we've got also some younger farmersin that area.
But these farms are very limited in size. And for
that clear cut greenfield approach to come through,
that's going to be a bad situation for folks that
according to afew documents I've read and the
500-some page of application that was online
indicating that Goodhue County has some of the --
how do you say, less favorable income individualsin
thisarea, so it lookslikeit's got abad smell to
it.

Thank you for your time.
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MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you, but | have
one question for you.

MR. MICHAEL CHASE: Sure.

MR. RICH DAVIS: When you said folks
weren't noticed of this, was it your group that
wasn't noticed?

MR. MICHAEL CHASE: | wasn't noticed,

Eric Quam wasn't noticed, Mark Vogel wasn't noticed,
Russell Foss wasn't noticed. We are all within that
two south, we're within probably 1,000 feet of that
line. So we may not have property within the clear
cut swath defined, the 500 feet, but we have none of
those that were notified. We only learned about

this yesterday so we haven't had a chance to do due
diligence.

| also appeared at the Zumbrota
information meeting and left my card and they gave
me information. | did receive requested maps,
although alittle bit delayed. We did look at some
of those, but there was no further information
available to us on the schedule of events. So we
feel we've been left out in the dark. | encourage
you not to have that happen again.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Just to be clear,
normally the notice is sent to those that are along
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the route or the property is directly adjacent to
theroute. So that's the general process that's
handled as far as notification.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Apologiesif you didn't
receiveit. 1'm not the lead on this project so |
don't know exactly what the parameterswere. As
Rich said, yeah, usualy people along the route, so
if you're close by you should have. I'll ook into
this and make sure, your name should have been
included, and I'll just confirm that.

We did send out over 4,000 mailings, so
there were alot sent out. Also, part of the
processisto also noteit in other areas like local
newspapers and social media. So if we do miss
someone, hopefully that will get through. But
apologiesif you should have received it but didn't
get one.

With that said, though, thereis-- in
the meeting notices that did get sent out, there are
copies of those up front and there's information
that anybody can do comments for this project or any
other project that is going through. And that you
can sign up for notifications for anything that will
come through that docket, so you might end up with a
project like thisand alot of notifications because
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If you want to take alook at maps, the
GISfolkswill still be over there in the corner and
they can zoom in on your property or different
sections of different routes for you and you can get
amap worked up to try to get the ball rolling from
there.

If there is nothing more, then we'll wrap
it up, and thank you for coming.

MR. SAM LOBBY': Thank you so much for
being here, we appreciate your presence.

(Proceeding concluded at 12:21 p.m.)
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people submit alot of comments, but you can do that
if it's of interest.

But | do appreciate you being here and
being a part of the process. Thank you for your
participation.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. Thank you
again.

That isall | have on the list that
signed up at the door. That doesn't mean that I'm
not going to have someone up if anybody is
interested in speaking now or would like to add
anything that was said while others were talking.

If anybody isinterested in providing
verbal comments, just raise their hand and we'll go
from there.

Not al at once, though.

If not, | just want to thank everybody
for coming. Again, to those that did provide verbal
comments, or if you didn't, by all means, if you
have written comments, please get those over to me
by August 1st so | can make sure they'reincluded in
our decision for the scoping.

Also, if you have alternatives or
anything like that, again, reach out to myself and
we can get that figured out.
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1 MR.SAM LOBBY: All right. Sowe're 1 very much for making things easier for her.
2 going to get started here. 2 Allright. So, yes, thank you very much
3 My nameis Sam Lobby, | am with the 3 for coming and taking the time to come here tonight.
4 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 4 We're going to be discussing the Mankato
5 Firstly, i just want to thank you all 5 to Mississippi River 345 Kilovolt Transmission Line
6 very much for taking the time to come here. Weknow | s Project, which is proposed by Xcel Energy.
7 that thisistime that you're taking out of your 7 We've been having public meetings all
s day -- s week long. We had two yesterday, we had one earlier
9 UNIDENTIFIED: We can't hear you. 9 today in Faribault, and then we've got one that's
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MR. SAM LOBBY: All right. Arewe good
now? Can you hear now?

UNIDENTIFIED: No.

MR. SAM LOBBY: Oh, isit working now?
Thanks for letting me know.

All right. So thank you all very much
for taking the time to come here tonight and taking
time out of your busy schedules and livesto
participate in the meeting tonight. We appreciate
you being here. We know it is extrawork for you to
come, but we also want you to know that your input
is highly valued by the Commission.

(Discussion off the record.)

MR. SAM LOBBY : Janet isour lovely court
reporter, and so she will be taking the notes that
the commissioners actually read. So thank you all

e e
w N P O

14

happening right now, one more in-person meeting
tomorrow in Kellogg, Minnesota, and then we have two
virtual meetings on Thursday from 11:00 to 1:00 and
then 6:00 to 8:00 on Thursday.
And in addition to the public hearings we
are having, there's also a written comment period
that goes until August 1st. So if you either don't
want to get up and speak publicly or if you, you
know, if you think of something after you leave this
meeting, there's still plenty of time for you to
comment and let us know what you're thinking about
things. So we will talk alittle bit more about how
to get those comments to us during the presentation.
The project itself can be found on the
Public Utilities Commission website under docket
numbers 22-532 and 23-157. Y ou can see those
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numbers up there on the screen. And if you received
ameeting notice in the mail, there'sinstructions
on that additionally that you may notice, and that
isavailable at the front. So if you didn't get one
in the mail, you can pick one of those up and there
will be instructions on how to comment and things
like that.

To giveyou alittle bit of context here,
the Public Utilities Commission is here to give the
public avoice. So decades ago, there has been some
progress that has happened, but there wasn't this
sort of open forum for the public to come and have
an opportunity to talk about the project and how it
might affect you. That's what tonight is about. We
want to make it possible for you al to let us know
if you have any questions, comments, concerns,
negative, positive, any thoughts about this project.
We want to hear from you because you al livein the
area. You know the area better than anyone else, so
you can help us, the commissioners, to make their
final decision asto whether or not this project is
permitted.

The commissioners do read Ms. Shaddix's
transcripts for every project and they're very
concerned and they're aware of public concerns and

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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they want to know that, that's a priority for them.

So any comments or anything that you make today or
any written comments, those will be reviewed by the
commissioners. So thank you very much for taking
the time to come and for participating in this.

So just to give you alittle brief
snapshot of what we're going to be going over
tonight.

I am Sam L obby with the Public Utilities
Commission. One of my colleaguesis up at the
front, Trevor Culbertson, you may have seen him
coming in. Trevor and | arefilling in for Cezar
Panait. Heis going to be the lead throughout the
duration of this project. With that in mind, Trevor
and | are more than happy to answer questions you
have at any point throughout this process, even
later on, because it is over ayear-long process.

But Cezar Panait is the name that you'll see as
things go along the line.

Then after | give an introduction and
talk about the review process, then Ms. Heine from
Xcel Energy will be talking about the proposed
project itself.

Then after that, Mr. Rich Davis from the
Department of Commerce EERA group, he will talk

© 00 N O g~ W N P
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about the environmental impact statement and how
that is done and how you al can participate.

Then after that, after we're finished
with our presentation here, then the rest of the
meeting is for you all to come up and ask questions
or make comments.

So the purpose of tonight's meeting is
first of al to provide information about the
proposed project as well asto provide information
about the state's high voltage transmission line
route permit process.

We wanted to give you an opportunity for
you al to participate in developing the scope of
the environmental impact statement, so EISisthe
acronym for environmental impact statement. |If
you're not familiar with thisterm, that's just
fine, I'll explain what that's all about.

So in developing the scope of the EIS,
essentialy what that meansiswe want you al to
give us comments and help us to decide what this
environmental analysisisgoing to study. So the
comments you give us tonight are going to shape the
direction of that study. So the reasons for this or
what we're looking for is comments on potentia
impacts of the proposed project. Again, something

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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that you all, as people that live in the project
area, you know the area best. And then also
comments on methods to minimize, mitigate, or avoid
potential impacts. That may include proposing an
alternative route or route segment for
consideration.

And then welll also provide contact
information in case there are questions later. |
mentioned that the written comment period ends on
August 1st, but with that said, if you have
guestions or anything outside of that comment
period, the Public Utilities Commission and the
Department of Commerce, we're always happy to take
your callsif you have any questions or anything
likethat. So our phoneison and we're happy to
take your call at any time.

So the government units that will be
involved in this process are, of course, the Public
Utilities Commission. We are the government unit
that reviews applications and issues site and route
permits in Minnesota.

Then also the Department of Commerce,
they manage the environmental review process for the
Commission and they will prepare the environmental
impact statement on the proposed project.
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1 Later oninthe process there will also 1 the ground that know alot of what's happening and

2 bean administrative law judge from the Office of 2 so we want to make sure that the local voicesisa

3 Administrative Hearings who will facilitateapublic | s part of al of this.

4 hearing later on in the process and provide a report 4 Soalittle background on the Minnesota

5 to the Commission setting forth findings of fact, 5 Public Utilities Commission. The Commission

6 conclusions of law, and recommendations on the 6 consists of five commissioners who are appointed by

7 proposed project. | will talk alittle bit more 7 the governor and confirmed by the Senate. We

s about this part of the processin afuture slide g regulate three service industries, electricity,

9 when | talk about the timeline and tell you what to 9 natural gas, and telephone. Our missionisto

11
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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22
23
24
25

expect moving forward.

So these are the main government units
that are involved in the actual permitting process,
but many other state, local, and federal agencies
will be involved throughout. So, for example, the
Minnesota Department of Transportation or Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, these sorts of
agencies, we may reach out to them for information
or they may have permits and things that if the
project does get approved that the project will have
tofollow. You know, the Department of
Transportation permits and things like that. So
there's quite afew different agenciesinvolved.

We also try to keep in as close of
contact and as involved with local government
because, again, local government are the folks on

ensure adequate and efficient utility services at
fair and reasonable rates, and we provide
independent professional oversight and regulation of
utility service providersin amanner that is
consistent with the public needs.

So in order for this particular project
to become permitted, there's a couple things that
need to happen and the Commission needs to approve.
So two of the termsin that jargon of terms you will
see coming up in this process, and two important
terms to know about, are the certificate of need and
the route permit.

So a certificate of need is something
that the Commission may or may not grant and that is
going to be for any high voltage transmission line
with capacity of 300 kilovolts or more and with more
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than one mile of length in Minnesota. And then the
route permit is another permit that is required for
any high voltage transmission line with a nominal
100 kilovolts or more or greater than 1500 feet. So
for this proposed project, I'll just giveyou a

quick snapshot.

Ms. Heine with Xcel will explain more
detail, but Xcel is proposing to build a new
approximately 130-mile 345 kilovolt transmission
line and a separate new 20-mile 161 kilovalt line.

The proposed 345 kV linewill run from
Mankato to the Mississippi River crossing near
Kellogg, Minnesota, and the 161 will be built north
of Rochester. If the permit is granted,
construction is planned to start in 2026, and the
project is scheduled to be in service by 2030.

And, with that, hereiskind of a
snapshot of what kind of a snapshot or what to
expect throughout the process here and kind of how
long it will take in the different points throughout
the process.

So in April of 2024 the application was
submitted to the Public Utilities Commission and
then at the end of June the Commission officialy
approved or accepted the application.

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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The next step, the third line down, is
the public information meetings. So that's where we
aretoday. So, again, what today is about iswe are
looking for comments from you to help us shape and
decide what are the most important things to study
for the environmental impact statement. So the
comments that we get then from you all will help us
to decide here are these things we're going to ook
at. And thenin October of 2024 we will release --
or the Department of Commerce will release a scoping
decision. So ascoping decision isgoing to be
officially here in your comments list of everything
that was requested to be looked at.

And so here'sthat list, that's what
we're going to be looking at, so that comes out in
October of 2024. Then months down theline, in
March of 2025, that's how long it will taketo
actually complete the study, so it's a very robust
study. It'sgoing to belooking at all sorts of
things. Richisgoing to talk more about that in a
little bit.

So the draft EIS, the draft of it will be
issued in March. And then onceit'sissued, that
will give you al plenty of timeto review it,
several weeks or amonth or moreto review it and
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you can say did this do what we asked today, at the
meeting today, you know, months later is that
reflected in this.

And so then in April of 2025 we're going
to come back just like we are today, the same place,
the same room, the same format and everything, only
in that meeting it will be overseen by an
administrative law judge. So the judge will be
performing the hearing. And at that meeting we will
take your comments on did we actually study the
things you were concerned about, other things we
should be looking at, things like that. So today
you're telling us what we should study and then in
April of 2025, once the study has been done, you get
another opportunity to respond to that. And then
even that till, then once we take your comments,
then we're going take those and look back at the
environmental impact statement one more time and
update it based on your most recent comments. Then
afina environmental impact statement will be
issued in either June or July of 2025, and a
decision will be made by the Commission in September
2025.

So that kind of gives you alittle bit of
an idea of how long the process takes and what to

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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expect. Therewill be alot of opportunitieslike
right now where you all will have an opportunity to
officially comment.

As| mentioned, too, if it is outside of
acomment period, don't let that stop you from
calling us and asking questions or any concerns or
anything at al that you want to talk to us about
related to the problem, we're happy to take your
call.

So, with that, | will go ahead and pass
it on to Ms. Heine with Xcel Energy.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Thanks, Sam.

So, yep, I'll give abrief overview of
the project here.

So this project was identified, thiswas
one of agroup of projects that were identified by
MISO, which isthe Midcontinent Independent System
Operator, the regional transmission group in this
area, and so this project was identified to support
arobust and reliable grid throughout the region.

And so some of the benefits of this
project, as noted here, it adds transmission
capacity to the system to accommodate increasing
amounts of renewable energy that are coming on the
system at different locations. It improves
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reliability and system resilience within this

region. It also creates greater access for more
low-cost renewables to access the system. Upgrading
an exigting infrastructure -- upgrading existing
infrastructure and facilities al so does provide more
tax revenue in the region and supports regional
economic growth.

A little bit about the routing process.

The routes that you see on the maps here that were
included in the application that we submitted to the
PUC, initialy, when we developed those, the team
developed those, there was alot of desktop mapping
tools and using massive roads with environmental
information, growth and different things like that,
and we identified some preliminary routes for the
entire project.

And then typically once we had those
preliminary routes identified and did some
adjustments of those, we did some field verification
on the ground to look at some of the routes that we
were looking at, and there were more or different
options included than in our evaluation.

And then we did two rounds of public open
houses last year in May and September of 2023 for
landowners and from the public.

Page 16

So based on all of that back in thefield
review that we did of those preliminary routes, that
iswhat went into developing the routes that
currently you see on the proposed application.

So the overall map of the project, asyou
see there, and then some of those maps in the back,
it'sone project as far as the permit goes, but
we've identified it in four separate segments,
basically. So that segment one is from Mankato to
Faribault, and then segment two from Faribault to
the North Rochester substation just a little ways
from here. Segment threeis the portion of the CapX
2020 line which goes from the substation and crosses
the Mississippi River near Kellogg. And then
segment four isa 161 kV line, which is currently
located on the CapX line, on a portion of that, so
that needs to be relocated as part of this project.

So we'll go through these in alittle bit
more detail. But segment oneis about 40 miles
long, the 345 kV segment. Essentialy, there'stwo
route alternatives there. We wanted to see al of
the things with a 115 kV transmission route corridor
with an alternate around and near where the Mankato
airport islocated. And then the south portion of
that mostly fallsinto the existing 69 kV line with

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters

(4) Pages 13 - 16

(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project
Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157

Pineldand
7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m.

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.
July 9, 2024

© 00 N O g b~ W N P

NN N NRNDNRR R PR B P B R R R
a A WO DN PP O © 0N O O b W N - O

Page 17

some alternatives that go around some of the more
populated areas through there.

Segment two is from Faribault over to the
North Rochester substation here. The north portion
of that one partially follows an existing 69 kV
there aswell. However, this part that comes out of
Faribault goes down to avoid -- there's a portion of
the 69 kV line that goes right through town, and
it'sasmaller line and there's not enough room for
a 345 kV right of way, so it differs from that. And
then also bypasses around Kenyon, similar to that
where that 69 kV line is much smaller and they will
be closer. And then the south route, segment two,
isagreenfield route where that's essentially a new
transmission corridor that follows some of those
property lines and doesn't follow any transmission
corridor right now.

And then as | mentioned, segment threeis
the existing CapX 345 kV line. Right now that line
isaportion, the first portion of that you can see
that we've identified as Chester Junction. Right
now the 161 kV north isinside of that line. So the
middle section currently just had a single-circuit
345. And then the portion from what's identified as
Wabaco Junction on the line over there to the river
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currently has ageneral 161 kV line on the opposite
side of that, so there is a separate project that
Dairyland Power isworking through the process to
relocate that portion of that line as well.

So segment three, that portion of the
345 kV lineis not moving, it would stay in place
whereit is and we'd reuse those existing structures
so they don't need to move those, but they do need
to add insulators and conductors to that middle
section between Chester Junction and Wabaco
Junction.

And then segment four isthe 161 kV
portion of the project, so add a portion on that
Chester line, there are afew different route
alternatives that would connect from that Chester
line which islocated back up to the North Rochester
substation.

There were initially, essentially, two
main route alternatives of what we were calling
segment four north -- or east, and segment four
west, with a couple of extra smaller options within
there.

We also recently, it's been a dashed line
on there, did some additional analysis. At thetime
we developed our permit and submitted it, the
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information we had was that it wouldn't be possible
to double-circuit with the existing 161 kV line that
goesto the North Rochester substation, which is
kind on the north of Rochester. And after doing
some additional evaluation and working with our
utility partners we were able to determine that
that's possible and so we've added that as an
option.

And so just a note on the project
partners. The two portions of the segments one and
two on the west side of the project are Xcel Energy
owned, but the segment three and segment four are
al part of the group of owners that were part of
the CapX 2020 project, so Dairyland Power, Rochester
Public Utilities, and Southern Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency are al partners on those segments of
theline. Xcel isleading on that and so we're
doing this process, but we're working with them on
developing the route.

And then thisisjust kind of high level
project schedule. As| mentioned, MISO identified
this project as needed in 2022, so 2023 to 2024 that
initial route development process happened. Our
initial stakeholder outreach with open houses and
some LGU and things like that. And then some
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preliminary engineering has been done on these
proposed routes. And that application was submitted
to the PUC earlier thisyear.

So right now we'rein kind of the state
review process phase between 2024 and '26. The
state is reviewing that application and the process
has been described. And then at the point where
final routes are determined towards the end of this
process, then final engineering would be done on the
route that gets selected as part of that. And then
land agents would begin negotiating with landowners
for easements for the selected routes.

And also any other additional permits,
there's often some DNR permits or different things
like that once we know where the routes are for that
project. And throughout that process we continue
engagement with the owners and stakeholders as we
find out more about the project.

And we anticipate construction to begin
probably later in 2026 and continue to sometime
early 2030, and then at that point in 2030 the line
would be placed into service. And restoration will
be done on the right of way in those areas.
Restoration will be ongoing as construction happens
and continues once they get the line installed.
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Just one note on the terms. We
oftentimes talk about the right of way and that's
been described as just aright of way that's needed
for those lines, so that's that land areathat is
used for the transmission linein this case, there
are road right of ways and other things. The
easement is actually a specific piece of land, so we
negotiate with landowners for easements once we know
specifically where that route will be. And
landowners are paid for those at fair market value.

Just aquick overview of the proposed
infrastructure. The poles would be steel
structures, single-pole structures, typicaly. In
some cases, on like a sharp angle, they might need
two poles, but normally it'sa single-pole
structure.

Typical height for the 345 kV line can be
100 to 150 feet depending on the terrain. 150 feet
ison the high side. But it depends on where they
span. And the 345 kV segment, that typical right of
way width is 150 feet, so 75 feet either side of the
centerline for that. And the spans between poles
are typically between 800 and 1200 feet in the line,
and that varies somewhat depending on terrain. And
then the 161 kV, that is typically a 80- to 100-foot
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wide right of way for the 161 kV, that's alittle
bit smaller, and the spans between polesis between
300 to 500 feet between structures.

And then here, just kind of ahigh level,
the typical construction process. Once the routes
are determined and the land rights have been
negotiated, then they'll begin with soil surveys,
they do some evaluation for foundations, do right of
way staking that can identify the width. And then
they'll begin doing construction and tree clearing,
so clearing that right of way aswell. Sometimes
they'll install construction matting if itis
needed, and then they mobilize the equipment and
deliver it and make sure it goes to the site.
Foundation construction starts and they let those
curefor afew days. Then they install the
structures on the foundations and followed by
stringing the wire and then restoration after that.

And typically this happens -- it will be
happening, all of these steps could be happening at
different parts of the project. Itisin one
direction, but there would be more, so there could
be partsthat are at one stage in there alittle,
but in any one areais the process.

And then just some key contact
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information, information about the project. We do
have a website where there is some additional
information about the project and some different
handouts and stuff that you can accessthere. We do
have the project email there specifically, and the
hotline where somebody is monitoring that all the
time. We also have my contact information on there.
And | believe thisis my last dide.
MR. RICH DAVIS: Good evening, everybody.
Thank you for coming out.
My nameis Rich Davis. As Sam had
mentioned, I'm with the Minnesota Department of
Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis
unit, or EERA isthe acronym that they use for us.
Logan Hicksis also here, he'sin the
back, you might have met him at the table when you
first camein. He'salso an environmental review
manager with our unit and so that gives you a couple
peopleto talk to if you have any questions or
comments to give on the project or route
aternatives or anything along those lines.
UNIDENTIFIED: It'sreally hard to hear.
MR. RICH DAVIS: Can you hear that
better?
UNIDENTIFIED: Much better.
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MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. All right. Just
a brief agenda rundown of what I'll be covering.

Our role, our agency'srole for
environmental review, scoping for the environmental
impact statement, recommending alternatives, how to
comment, and then wel'll get to the comments and
guestions and discussion part where we hear from you
guys.

First up, as Sam mentioned, the
Department of Commerce does the environmental review
for the Commission to help inform them of the
proposed project, potential impacts, potential
mitigation, that also helpsin making informed
decisions and so they can prepare the different
routes and alternatives that are out there.

When we do our analysis, itisan
objective review and evaluation of potential human
and environmental impacts. We identify strategies
to avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts. We are a
neutral third party, we don't advocate for or
against projects, we are just looking for factual
information on them.

Asfar asthe document that will come out
for our environmental review it is an environmental
impact statement, or an EIS. And what you'll seein
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there, it basically describes a proposed project and
any alternatives. So that'll include routes that
the Applicant has put forward or any alternatives
that move forward through the scoping process.
We're studying potential human and
environmental impacts and, again, identifying ways
to avoid, minimize, and mitigate. We will also --
within the EIS we will specifically identify and
list out impacts that can't be avoided by the
selection of a certain route or certain alternative
so that the commissioners know that if they make a
certain selection, those impacts at the time,
there's nothing that we know of that we can do about
them so they're unavoidable.
Again, the document will not advocate for
or against the project. It'sfactual information
and an analysis that will be provided to the
commissionersto help inform their decision.
With respect to scoping. So what we're
looking for for comments tonight. The side that's
up right now iskind of alist of questionsthat if
you're sitting there wondering what should | comment
on, what, you know, what's the most helpful or
useful comments that you receive. These provide
some direction and kind of help to narrow things
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down asto what isreally useful for us.

We're trying to get local information
from the people that livein the area. | can look
at al kinds of maps and data that's available, but
if there are things that are of local significance
or things that are important on your own property
that we need to know about, we can't find that in
some places. So you guys are our best dataset, so
to speak, for getting that information.

And I'm going to read through the
guestions that are out there.

Thefirst one on thelist, are there
other ways to meet the stated need for the project?
For example, adifferent size project or a different
type of facility? | do have a separate slide coming
up on system aternatives, that's what that question
isreferring to, and I'll do that when we get to
that dlide.

What potential human and environmental
impacts of the proposed project should be considered
in the EIS? Are there any methods to minimize,
mitigate, or avoid potential impacts of the proposed
project that should be considered in the EIS? Are
there any alternative routes or route segments that
should be considered in the EIS to address or
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mitigate potential impacts associated with the
proposed project? Again, thereisafollow-up side
to that that we'll go through for how to tailor a
route alternative that's most helpful to us so we
can get it in the scope to make sure we're looking
at the right area and analyze the right potential
impacts.

And then the last one there, are there
any unique characteristics of the proposed project
areathat should be considered in the EIS?

Now, with that list of questions, back on
the table where you first came in there's a document
that's titled the Draft Scoping Decision. Towards
the back of that thereis actually an outline or a
table of contents of the standard topics and
resource areas that we look at as we go through an
EIS. Soyou can use that to reference what areas
will be analyzed and what needs to be looked at.
And if you have any comments on how to expand on any
of those areas, or suggestions or additional ones,
that's what tonight and the rest of the comment
period is al about.

For route alternatives, for usto be able
to capture the route alternative that's being
suggested over aroute segment alternative, we have
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to be able to describe it and seeit so that we can
categorize and compare that to what's being
proposed. The best way for that, obviously, iswith
amap. That'sthe most useful for us. And I'm
happy to work with anybody that may have
aternatives to help them get amap, get something
down on amap so that we can actualy seeit and
know where that aternativeis. We can't just have
something that says go west of thisarea. That's
not very descriptive, it doesn't help us narrow
things down.

So on this slide there's some suggestions
on what we're looking at when we're deciding what
aternatives will go forward in the scoping process.
We need you to describe what the anticipated impact
is from the proposed project and so why do you want
to go somewhere else. Basicaly, isit going to
impact your home or your shed or arow of trees?
What | heard isthat you are trying to minimize by
suggesting an alternative. And also discuss how the
alternative mitigates those impacts.

With that said, an example | always use,
it'snot real helpful for us, isif you say, well,
it's close to my house and | don't want it there, so
put it over by their house, because it just shifts
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the impact and that doesn't actually remove an
impact, it just puts the impact on somebody else as
we're doing the analysis.

Suggestions of route alternatives or
route alternative segments. A route segment
aternative, sorry, must be submitted on time and
have to meet the need of the project and also hasto
look at feasibility. So when those alternatives
come in on the right column there of the dlide, our
staff, myself and my supervisor, more than likely,
will be going through those recommendations as to
which alternatives should move forward so that they
have enough detail. And that's why | encourage you
to, if you have an aternative in mind, to start
working with myself as soon as possible so that we
can develop amap for it and kind of make sure that
we have all the information we need to carry
forward.

Not al alternatives do get carried
forward. If we can't categorize the impacts, can't
visually put something in place to be able to see
it, it's difficult for us as those get carried
forward in the EIS. That's something to remember,
if one of those alternatives does get selected,
those route alternatives, or something gets selected
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by the commissioners, there is a potential it could
get conveyed to Xcel as having eminent domain to use
that alternative because they may not have
permission at the time that that alternative is put
forward.

Back to the system alternatives alittle.
With that first question that | mentioned regarding
acertificate of need, those alternatives, it's not
achange in the route or a suggested route
aternative as| was just explaining. It'sactually
adifferent type of project that you would like us
tolook at. If you have arecommendation for that,
for adifferent size of transmission line, a
different type of project, so if it's distributed
generation is one that we point out, that rather
than having alarge transmission line that's
carrying power across that will be a different type
of project, it will be adding to the timing of the
project. Inour EIS we will study a no-build
aternative, so we will look at the potential
impacts of not constructing the project.

And the main part tonight is pretty much
how to comment. For myself, | want to make sure
that | get everything we can from folks. So if you
want to make averbal comment tonight at the

© 00 N O g~ W N P

NN N NRNDNRR R PR B P B P R R
a A WO DN PP O © 0N O a b W N - O

Page 31

meeting, that works. If you want to -- and | would
suggest people pick this up from that table back
there, thisis a handout that allows you to fill in
your information, at the bottom there's open space
for you to put your commentsin, and you fold it up
and put a stamp on it and you can mail it back to
me. If you want to write comments on it tonight
before you leave and hand it to me, that works as
well. Thereason | suggest that people grab thisis
becauseit hasalot. For some project information
that has pretty much all my contact information on
it, plus the questions that we had listed to help

kind of focus comments and questions that you might
have. And we have plenty of them, so don't worry
about it, it'sfine.

And, additionally, you can comment on our
website, which islisted up there and listed on this
sheet that | just mentioned. That link on the sheet
will actually take you right to the project's main
page. At thetop of that there's a Submit Comment
button and you can click on that, fill out that
form, and then hit submit and thisisto notify me
that an email with acomment has comein. Soit
comes directly to myself. Again, mail and email are
up there, my cards are back there. About every
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handout that | think we have from Commerce has my
contact information and Logan's information on it as
well. And, again, the comment period ends
August 1st.

I'm not going to make you sit through
another reading of these. These are the questions
again. We'l put them back up when folks are coming
up to comment if they want some direction on things.

Just some etiquette points for everybody
again. Janet is up here helping usout. One
speaker at thetime. And stay respectful. When
you're giving comments, when you come up to the mic,
please state and spell your name for Janet so that
she can get it into the record.

| don't know that we'll have an issue
tonight, but we'll limit people roughly to five
minutes, and we can go back around if we need to.
And try to direct your comments and questions
towards the scope of the EIS or route alternatives.
Route alternatives are alittle easier to discuss
one-on-one, but feel freeto comment. Y ou can
comment on anything you'd like, but those questions
should help us out quite a bit.

And this dlide, there'salot on this
dide. It givesyou -- when the comment period ends
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it gives you how to find your online comment, submit
acomment page. My email, my contact information,
Xcel's, so Ellen's contact information, Cezar's
contact info from the Commission staff. Questions
on how to find the project on eDockets and to ook

at the full record and also how to subscribe to get

an email notification.

So if nothing else, when you're walking
out, if you don't aready have one, grab the packet
of dlides, that slide has aton of information if
you want to find a contact and know who to get ahold
of.

With that, we will start doing comments.

Y eah, go ahead.

MR. SAM LOBBY: One notethat | forgot to
mention before, but just so you folks are aware.
Sometimes | get the question, are comments that are
made in person weighted more heavily than written
comments, and the answer isthat they're treated
exactly the same. Soif you don't like to come up
and speak in front of a crowd, you don't have to
feel pressure to do that, because the comments will
be weighted the same. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right.

MS. SUE BENY SH: I've got another quick
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guestion.

Isit better to have more people making
comments, all the same comments, or just something,
you know, one person representative from an area?

MR. RICH DAVIS: | mean, I'm not going to
limit you and say people can't comment. Even if
they're identical comments, that'sfine. If | do
get them from one person, it's not going to, you
know, | don't vote, | don't keep track of how many
times | get one because that's not necessary.

MS. SUE BENYSH: Okay. All right. Can|
go ahead then?

MR. RICH DAVIS: Yeah.

MS. SUE BENY SH: I'm going to give you a
map of where we're at so you'll understand what I'm
talking about.

So, hi. I'm Susan Benysh, B-E-N-Y-S-H.

I'm treasurer for the Rochester Archery
Club in Rochester along 75th Street. And we
serve -- just to give you alittle background, there
are hundreds of archers ayear in and around
Rochester. We are a nonprofit group. We have -- we
host at lot of children's activities, including 4H,
taking Bear Cubs out there, and we've been aclub on
that property for 30 years now and we've been aclub
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for over 75 years.

Currently, there's not another
archery-only club within 100 miles of us. Sowe
have members from Lake City, we have afew from
Wisconsin and lowa, and when we have the events each
month during the summer, which we utilize the whole
land for, you know, we have people coming from all
over, including people coming up to camp at our
property or nearby for the whole weekend.

So we're located on 75th Street right of f
the highway. We're along the south arm of Lake
Zumbro. And the original seller who sold us that
land, that 43 acres, they wanted it to be kept
natural. They had a developer come in and offer
twice the amount of money to be able to develop
that, put up houses. And the owner said no, | want
to keep it natural as best we can. And wetry to
honor that heritage.

We partner with the DNR, we've had
Forestry comein, we are very good with our land
management, always addressing any issues. | would
say agood 20 members are retired members, and
that's what they love to do is come out and work the
land.

| have two members here that | swear
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they're there every single day doing something,
picking up chain saws, making sure the roads are
safe, et cetera. So we care for everything on that
land, and we're trying to do good land management
withit. And we've been approached before to sell
it and we will not aslong as we can.

And the reason why is multitude. Further
up on 75th Street, for alot of reasons, | believe
it's the green route on your maps, and we prefer
that for alot of reasons. There'salot of
environmental impacts that will be affected if you
went along the northern edge of our property.

There's at least three or four eagles
nests on the Zumbro River. Every timel go out
there | see bald eagles coming over onto our
property. We have deer. It'samajor bedding site
for deer. If you don't see at least five fawns out
there every day when you go out there today, you
know, you're just not looking. But we have alot of
deer, coyote, turkey. It'sahaven for floraand
fauna.

And we don't have no fence. We don't
have electricity either. We just have a pavilion
and storage containers and that's how we try to,
like, keepit.
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And you wouldn't believe the comments we
get from people during our shoots. Most beautiful
piece of land, it's all natural, we don't see
anybody, we don't hear anybody, and it's here on the
edge of Rochester.

Another environmental impact that would
affect the project, potentially, iswhere you're
proposing that line, we have a huge floodplain down
there. With this past rain that has occurred, we
have not been able to use that bottom quarter of
that property for four weeks and it's still drying
out. And it'sjust something that happens. There's
aso, when you look at that, there's a huge ravine
there. We have ahard time traversing that. And
that's not unthinkable, | think we could build a
pond there.

The human impact that will bein thereis
we have hundreds of persons coming through a year.
Just in May we had at least 30 kids that came
through. We have 4H that they're hosting their
archery on our site. The flooding sort of messed
that up. But every year we have at least 100 kids
coming there for that.

Our membership for children under the age
of 18, if they are with afamily, they are free. If
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they are 16 and want to have their own membership,
it'sonly $10. So we encourage children to come to
learn safety and be respectful, to learn this
outdoors.

All right. Each month we do have a
public event and we have people from all over the
country coming in -- al right, the Midwest, I'll
put it that way. We don't have any probably from
Cdlifornia.

Another concern we have isif you were to
do that route, we would have to take down our fence.
We currently we have afence around our property for
safety reasons and insurance reasons. It'san
archery club, there are arrows going. Wetry to be
good, we try to be safe, we try to shoot at the
target, but things happen. Nobody has been hurt on
our property, but then we put signs up, we keep the
fencing to make sure that nonmembers aren't entering
our property from anot proper direction, okay.

So basically we work with alot of groups
to make sure that we are the archery expertsin
town. We have partnered with the city, the
Rochester Parks and Rec City hunt. They borrow our
facility for the proficiency test. And many of our
members are called to be experts on what is the
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safest way to impact that Parks and Rec hunt.

That's been going on for two years. We are planning
it again in 2024 and so we partner with them. We
work with the DNR and work with Forestry to make
things as best as we can to keep that natural.

So making sure | address any other
questions that might come up. Please don't go down
75th Street due to those reasons, and thank you for
this.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

MS. SUE BENY SH: Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. | have on
thelist here-- | have -- I'm sorry, | think it's
Jeremy Laures.

MR.JEREMY LAURES: Well, my nameis
Laures, L-A-U-R-E-S. Close. It's my writing, you
didn't messit up.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Itis.

MR.JEREMY LAURES: | don't envy your
job. And | takethisasredlly kind of adisservice
to our constituents and the public.

I worked, as background, in maintenance
for many years. Part of our deal wasif you had a
project that we used it and made sure it served the
public for yearsin the future.
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And in one of your statements, are there
any ways to meet the stated need for the project.
For example, adifferent size project or a different
facility. It started when they permitted the first
line. | don't know when that was completed, four
years ago maybe? Correct meif I'm wrong anyone.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Isit the CapX 2020 one
that you're talking about?

MR.JEREMY LAURES: Yes. Isthereason
we're rerouting the 161 line now?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yes. That was about
ten years ago, yep.

MR.JEREMY LAURES: All right. I'll give
you ten years, and that probably was when they
started it.

But at that time did we know that the 161
line had to be rerouted at some time in the future?
And was there any plan for it at that particular
time that would save all of thiswith all of our
public. That's one of my comments.

And the other comment is, and | don't
know why, if we can't use that original right of way
that has already been secured and used, I've heard a
couple things come back and none of them had to --
it hit home with me, other than maybe cost was one.
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And what isthe cost to build all the
extramiles? |sthat weighted against that cost?
And I'm not one of these personsthat say | don't
want it in my backyard, but | do live on 75th Street
and the power lineisright in front of my house,
but | don't understand why it has to go on the south
side of theroad. The north side of the road
unfortunately goes by the archery club, but that's
why I'm saying, with all of our neighbors picking
against each other and trying to do that nicely, but
till it has to go somewhere and everyone
understands that.

So | would suggest that it go on the
north side of 75th Street at aminimum if it hasto
come down that way. | till think the original
route iswhere it needs to be.

Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

Matt Kuehl.

MR. MATT KUEHL: Kuehl.

MR. RICH DAVIS: | wastrying.

MR. MATT KUEHL: | am going to show you
where | am, also segment four right here down in the
corner.
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your name?

MR. MATT KUEHL: Matt Kuehl, K-U-E-H-L.

| have a couple questions.

Isthe RPU president here today or any
membership from RPU?

UNIDENTIFIED: Yes.

MR. MATT KUEHL: Okay. All right. Well
go back to that in alittle while.

Is anybody from the tax assessor office
here? We'l go back to that sometime, too.

At the time right now your planned route
isto crossthe creek across one of my farms and
also two of the farms | own with my brother. |
think about where the location that you're going
actually goes directly through awildlife area
that's down at the bottom. I've been up in the area
probably 25 years now and I've tried to teach my
family and try to express my feelings about the
nature and the way people do it, the commodity
prices go down and everybody cuts the trees down.

The tax assessor in this areais Olmsted
County. With Olmsted County, they actually treat,
the City of Rochester, for our tax base, treats
areas like this as more valuable than ag land
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because everything they treed out isfigured asa
building site. Y ou run a high line across these
areas you not only destroy the nature, you also
destroy the building site. So that's what that is
there.

| did have a question on the 1,000 foot
that is proposed. This study, isthe 1,000 foot
area, isthat strictly for your study area, or what
isthis proposed 1,000 foot area? Everything else
said 150 for the 375 or whatever, 100 on the 161,
and then all of a sudden the last paperwork that
came out and said 1,000 foot. What isthe 1,000
foot?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: So the 1,000 foot
that's described is the route width for the PUC
permit. Soit'skind of the study areafor
environmental review. Theright of way would be --
and for the 161 kV line, that right of way would be
80to 100 feet. But the way that the route
permitting process works is you'd identify aroute
width and within that right of way it hasto fit.
So there's some room, and probably those guys can
describe it, too. But there's some room within that
route width when we start working with landowners to
make adjustments within that route width to refine
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the route and things like that. If it stays within

that permitted route width, then after a market
comparison staff can approve those changes.
Typicaly, if it went outside of that route width,

then we would need to go back to the PUC, to the
Commission and get an approval for that change. The
right of way itself isinside.

MR. MATT KUEHL: Theroutes are at |east
ayear out so landownersthat are in this arearight
now have got a 1,000 foot strip that runs through
their property for the next what, year and a half,
when we know it's going to be down to a minimum of
150. | just find it odd that thereisup to a
1,000-foot area and we can't pick it and we have Al
to make our precedent and we can't narrow this thing
down to alittle bit closer than 1,000 foot. So
we're sitting with a 1,000-foot strip across our
property, but we don't know what we're doing or
whereit'sgoing? Isthat the way | understand it?

MR. RICH DAVIS: Well, part of it iswhen
we're doing our environmental impact statement,
we'll look at that entire width so that we can
identify -- it allows some flexibility when we're
looking at the final route that will come out. You
know, if there's certain resources that are more
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prevalent than the southern part of that 1,000 foot
area, we can make a note of that and provide that to
the commissioners so that they know, okay, maybe it
needs to dlide to the north side of that or

something like that.

MR. MATT KUEHL: So, in other words, we
are sitting, waiting to find out within that 1,000
foot where that line may possibly go, unfortunately.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Unfortunately.

MR. MATT KUEHL: The big thing | wanted
to say, and the last gal that spoke, and as | said
earlier, thisis anecessity of need, which |
understand. Nobody wants the project on their
property, which | understand. 1'm not trying to be
abad neighbor and push it onto one of my other area
neighbors. Unfortunately, | just find the area that
you're going through -- | can only speak for my
parcel and my brother's parcel. The parcel that
you're trying to get through is basically going to
dissect and gut the area that has the most natural
preserve on it with no ramifications from the tax
assessor at all.

| think that's all | haveto say. |
appreciate it.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: I will just noteto
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that point, we have identified an alignment. So the
route width does get included in the study, but
thereis an alignment shown on the mapsto try to
help focusthat. So it's not that we would just go
anywhere with it.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Curtis Kuecker.

MR. CURTISKUECKER: CurtiswithaC,
K-U-E-C-K-E-R.

I'm in segment three, Farmington
Township, section seven. And | have a CapX 2020
line on my property right now and they're going to
do the conversion.

My question is | have standing crops on
there. Isthere going to be compensation if you
come in and destroy crops? Will the conversion be
donein the wintertime? If so, then you avoid soil
compaction.

And the next question isif you are doing
it in the summertime, how are you going to address
the compaction staging in that 75-foot area, or 150
on both sides of the fence, whatever. And if
you're -- are you going to access the poles through
the easement or are you going to come across
property to get to there? And if you're going up
waterways, will you lay pads down so they don't
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create ditches for water to run, things like that?

The complaint | had when you did the CapX
2020, we had afence line and trees growing up in
there, and when they finished up they used a CAT and
leveled everything off. And we were pulling up
branches and limbs and everything else and we were
trying to convert that land back to what it was, you
know. With just pulling up the study, we had to
lineit up ourselves. There was no usetrying to
get you guys out there to do it. The neighbors,
they all had junk piles on their property.

So | wasjust curious, and thisisa
warning to other people. And then we got some
property alignments and demarcations that were
destroyed and they came through and never relocated
them. And then they did replace the fence, but they
went ten feet off the property when having to put it
back up.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you for those
comments.

We can address some of that with the
state permit side of things. | don't know if,

Ellen, do you want to talk about the construction
guestions he had for timing and things like that?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: | don't really remember
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al of them. If we damage something, thisisa
large project, so we can't guarantee certain times
of the year in certain areas. Damagesto crops, we
compensate landowners for those, so that would be
the case. Obvioudly, if there's opportunities to
avoid those, and time, we try to do that.

We do have all of our construction mats
that we use in the area so they install these mat
roads to work from so they don't sandwich. Butin
general, there's damages to tiling sometimes during
construction and if the crews don't catch it or
something like that, like, we'll have the land agent
contacts for everybody that you'll be able to
contact and submit claims and have somebody out
there and make those changes. So typicaly when
tiles get damaged during construction, our practice
isto reimburse landowners. We use their normal
tile contractors, the farmers have wanted to use
their own tile installer, and we pay for that.

| think that was all the things. Let me
know if | missed anything. But, yeah, if there are
any kind of damages, we are responsible for those
and do the restoration afterwards.

MR. CURTISKUECKER: | imagine you come
in with a crane to redo the wires?
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MS. ELLEN HEINE: Depending what part of
that segment you're on. | should ask that. There's
amiddle section where we need to put on the
insulators and the connectors because there's only
one circuit on one side of that line. If the 230s
are already there, we don't even need to go there.

MR. CURTISKUECKER: Okay.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. That isall
the people that had signed up to speak at that table
when you first came in, but | want to openit up to
anybody else who would like to speak and could raise
their hand.

Carol.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Carol Overland,
0-V-E-R-L-A-N-D.

We're herein Pine Island and awhile back
the Prairie Island Indian Community was looking at
buying a piece of EIk Run. | don't know if that
happened, it's worth checking out.

Also, | mean, because it looks likel
can't tell from the map, but it looks like it may be
proposed for going through Elk Run. And if that's
the caseg, it's a problem with chronic wasting, where
what they did was take bulldozers and skim off the
surface dirt, which hasthe prionsiniit,
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supposedly, put it in abig old pile, and prions

don't disappear. Soif you're digging around in Elk
Run, that's an environmental hazard that you should
address. Because chronic wasting disease prions
don't disappear. If you are disturbing the soil,
you're spreading it around.

The same goes from the CapX Brookings
line where there were anthrax fields and those had
to be tracked so that they wouldn't be dug up. You
can't be digging up anthrax, that's a bad idea.

There are multiple landownersin this and
other hearings, we heard it over and over today,
yesterday, who have had to deal with CapX or have
had to deal with the threat of atransmission line.
And that distinction with impacts should be
addressed, cumulative impacts, like, yet another
one, do we have to go through this again? Y ou know,
that's not fair to people and that harms people and
that should be addressed.

Let'ssee. The need analysisin Xcel's
application doesn't appear to include all the other
projects. There are the other four projects,
including this one, in southern Minnesota, and it
probably did not include the Minnesota Con line and
it should be considering the need. The cumulative
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impacts of all these four lines should likely have
an impact on need.

Also, page 62 of the application
specifically talks about this going through
Minnesota. It's not serving Minnesota, it's going
through. That'svery clear. So what doesit do for
Minnesota? What doesit do for Minnesota
ratepayers? The benefits -- first, the detriments
to landowners and ratepayers, that's a socioeconomic
impact that should be addressed. And how will the
costs be apportioned to those benefiting from this
line? That's something also that the PUC would
consider in the certificate of need.

MISO and Xcel claim that there are
benefits to be made from all of these projects.
Well, those billions should be going into the cost
of the line and we shouldn't have to pay for it.

Page 63, there's a map there, and the
legend covers up the lowa parts of the MPV projects
3 and 4. And those would have an impact on
congestion. | mean, apparently that's why they were
built. And that should be addressed.

And power tends to run from the northwest
to the southeast and so you would think in southern
Minnesota the northern lowa lines would be used and

24
25
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arethey? The EIS should disclose that.

Oh, aso, inthe Xcel presentation,
segment one, it has connectors that are not in the
handout that we got. There'sall these -- let's
see. Section one, | believe. | might be wrong.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: They'rein there.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: I'm sorry, my error.
Note for the record, my error. Take it down.

| think that'sit for now.

Oh, oh, oh, oh. Onething, we did run
into thisat CapX. Property linesand field lines
arenot corridors. Let'sbereally clear onthat in
the environmental impact statement. Because that
was aproblem in CapX. A corridor islikearoad or
another transmission line. And I think it's Peter,
but I'm not sure which caseit is, but property
lines and field lines are not corridors suitable for
routing transmission.

Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Do you want to comment?

Thank you, Carol.

MS. VIRGINIA ADLER SHASSLER: Hello. My
nameisVirginia Adler, A-D-L-E-R, space, Shasdler,
SH-A-SSL-E-R.

So one of the concerns | have isthat, as
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Matt mentioned, we are in section four, he's our
neighbor, and the line goes right straight through
our property that's being proposed.

And my concern isthis, and | had made
the statement before on the project page, but the
natural habitat for animalsis diminishing. We have
so much wildlife out there, deer, turkey, owls, bald
eagles, badgers, fox, coyotes, quail, weasels, and
we saw a muskrat the other day.

So my concern environmentally is that
you're going to take away that habitat and destroy
it by putting the proposed route going through the
areas that have lots of trees and lots of places for
these animals to be.

The other pieceis, the human part of it,
isthat you have to bring in all this equipment, and
it's bluff country that you are going through. It's
not like aflat land, let's go through, it's real
easy. So you have people that are running heavy
equipment that are at risk aswell astheterrain,
al the water runoff from the rain and all that
stuff going towards our waterways, aswell as, you
know, lots of destruction. It hasto be a safety
concern for anybody working under those conditions,
so that would be my biggest thing with that.
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| got afew things here.

There are several people that also use
75th Street to bike. They're challenged because of
the mountainousterrain. |f you go down through
there, it isjust one big steep hill there that they
are challenged to go up. And they liketo do it
during the season changes because there's so much to
see. Taking that away isreally quite sad.

I would like to see the private companies
with these utilities challenge themselves to be
forward thinkers, to look at different waysto plan
ahead. CapX, now we're talking new transmission
linesagain. Why? Why can't we use bigger poles
and do the same transmission on the same route
versus upsetting everybody else? And nobody wants
this power line in their backyard. So how about we
look at some of the things that are out there.

I know somebody just mentioned about Elk
Run or whatnot, but Highway 52, it's a corridor,
itsamaintransit area. It's pretty much level on
both sides of that highway. Thereis nothing really
great to look at when you're on that highway. So it
might be a better aternative for people, for
animals, because they can't cross anyway, otherwise
they get hit, but just an alternative to look at.
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We already have big power poleslike
other people do, too. The stray voltage from those
power linesisaconcern. |'ve parked under them
and personally know | went and | got zapped and it's
not afun thing. Y ou have machinery under there for
the ag land and it'sa concern. Y ou don't want to
forget, you gotta remember not to park under it.

Thereisafood shortage in the United
States and food labsin California are creating new
ways of getting stuff out of the ocean, creating
different kinds of foods to support humans on the
earth. So it'skindatime to think about what can
we do to be smarter with the addition of sprawl, so
to speak, from urbanization? Why isit we have to
have so many lights every singletime. Look at the
roundabouts that gets put in. There's ten lights.
Why? Why do | need all these lights and why are
they not sourced by solar energy?

I would like to see the companies
challenge themselves of how to produce energy and do
it at an economical cost and environmentally
friendly. We don't need al these criss-cross
tracks of lines and whatnot. Let's be smarter. |
think we can do better.

So my concernis basically the loss of
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the animals and the terrain. And, you know, like
Matt said, too, it's atax base, because even if we
get through and you pay for afair market value,
that doesn't change our assessments on our property
tax.

And | think that'sall | had now. If you
guys think of anything else, you can add.

Okay. Thanks.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

MR. RYLAND EICHHORST: Hi. My nameis
Ryland Eichhorst, R-Y-L-A-N-D, E-I-C-H-H-O-R-S-T.
I'm from Qronoco.

I'm speaking in regards to the route four
east. It'sa20-mile stretch from Pine Island down
to the south side of Oronoco, two miles of that goes
through the city limits of Oronoco. Within that two
miles, there is 4,000 plus feet of it passing
through a proposed L ake Shady lake bed that isall
part of the Oronoco city park. It'sa93-acre park
site that we'd like to devel op.

In September of 2010, we had aflood, and
I'm sure everybody remembers that, and driving down
52 werealized that it's a big, open view, that lake
bed, and we'd like to propose alake bed, we have a
master plan.
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So I've submitted several comments and
master plans to the energy resource meeting that we
had here back in June, but I'd like to see regarding
the human and environmental impact of it. From the
standpoint of Highway 52 bisects the city of Oronoco
and has for many years. So we have east and west
side. The power line being proposed should continue
to have separation of the city.

The park itself is planned to unite the
city with a path underneath all three bridges of the
L ake Shady road and to the Highway 52 lines. We
want to put those gazebo walking trails, bridges,
across the two rivers, or the one river you can see
on the east side. So there'salot of investment
and wed like to plan for that.

Thereisanumber of poles, looking at
it, it appears there could be 8 to 13 poles within
that 4,000 feet of Lake Shady lake bed that would
interrupt the view of the people that want to enjoy
the park, not only in the park, but on the west side
and east side aswell.

So speaking to aneighbor, that four west
A was recently promoted. We think that isaviable
and avery, | want to say, inexpensive, but it's
more use of the land because of the east end follows
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that currently right now.

So, in closing, | guess | want to
emphasi ze that the human and environmental impact of
moving the proposed high line to alternative four
west A will benefit the city of Oronoco residents.

Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you for that.

There are two of you. I'll go with the
front one here.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Tony Knauer,
K-N-A-U-E-R. | live on Seventh Street Northwest.

And mostly | just had some questions. |
noticed in the process here, your slides up there,
you talked about minimizing human impacts. So
that's the EIS, the scoping, will it look at
existing land uses, population density, and probable
development along that proposed alternate? Will
that be weighted in?

MR. RICH DAVIS: We do ook at
population, future development. We will analyze
that. But we are limited on what we can find out
about that because if it hasn't been proposed or
isn't available, if we're doing searches online and
we're talking to folks, the only way we would learn
about it would be through comments submitted where
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it's present, you know, along those lines.

MR. TONY KNAUER: | do know the city and
county have land use plans that project out maybe 25
years or something.

Anyway, so an areathat has more
population, would that be considered, | guess, less
for an aternative versus one that is sparsely
populated? Isthat agiven or --

MR. RICH DAVIS: That's not an automatic.
That's something that the commissioners will have to
weigh. Well point that out to them and obviously
provide them that information, that this, you know,
one route or one alternative may have more densely
populated areas and maybe more sparsely populated
agricultural land, those kinds of things. We
identify those things for them, but ultimately the
decision is not oursto make, that's up to the
commissioners when they're looking at the EIS.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Okay. And at the end
of the EIS process, does the document include a
recommended route?

MR. RICH DAVIS: We do sometimes, but we
try to, you know, it's tough, we don't try to weight
one thing against another if we can help it. We
don't necessarily want to influence the
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commissioners unless there's something that makes
one route or one alternative not constructible. |
mean, if there's areason of restricted land use or
areason for that that they may not be able to get a
permit from another agency, something like that,
that would we put out to them.

MR. TONY KNAUER: So the PUC makes the
final?

MR. RICH DAVIS: Yes.

MR. SAM LOBBY: One noteon that. |
mentioned that tonight's meeting is about getting
your comments to shape the study. Andthenin, |
think it was March of 2025, then we come back and
show you that, and then we get a chance to have you
respond to what was studied.

At that meeting there will be an
administrative law judge, so that will be overseen
officially by ajudge and the judge will create a
report that will have findings of fact, conclusions
of law, and their recommendation. So they're
looking at everything that's in the record, all the
comments, everything that's been submitted.

And they try to find out legally what,
you know, based on what isin the record, what
legally would be the recommendation. So from that
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perspective, there'sisajudge that is separate

from the Public Utilities Commission, separate from
the DOC, but they will make some sort of
recommendation based on what's in the record. So
your comments and letting us know what you think
about it and the detail and things, that could help
the judge when they're making their recommendation.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Sure. So that leadsto
my next question. So in the scope do they look at
land use and future land use?

MR. SAM LOBBY: Sointhe EISwill be one
of many things.

MR. TONY KNAUER: And another question
is, so Xcel and these other power companies, they
will have the power of eminent domain to get these
easements vial suppose the state; isthat correct?

MR. RICH DAVIS: That's not an automatic
given. And | cantell you that Commerce rarely
weighsin on eminent domain. It'sactually a
separate process after the routes are selected or
the route permit isissued by the commissioners.
But that is-- there is the potential that that
could happen.

And when | made that comment in my dlide,
that if adifferent alternative is selected or
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suggested than what Xcel has proposed, eminent
domain usually comes down to if there'saroute or a
route alternative or a segment that's approved in

the route permit, but they don't have control of it

or they, you know, they haven't discussed it with
the landowner, so they're forced, if they're forced

to pick an aternative that they don't have that on,
that's where eminent domain would comein.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Okay. It may beinthe
documents, but I'm just curious about what the cost
of thiswhole project is.

MR. RICH DAVIS: That would be a question
for Xcel.

MR. TONY KNAUER: The cost of the
project.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Apologies. | do not
have -- the estimated project cost is between 524.7
million and 577.2 million at thistime.

MR. TONY KNAUER: That's million, not
billion?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yeah.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Okay. And | guess
tonight, alittle bit, too, but will the one you

to be considered as an adternate? | mean, you've
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got those giant steel poles, isthat a possibility?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: | am not exactly sure.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Well, my point is, you
aready have these super polesin place along that
road, is there a potential that that will be
expanded or --

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Isthis part of the
CapX lineyou're talking about?

MR. TONY KNAUER: Yes.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: It wouldn't widen the
right of way that's there, that second circuit ison
the other side of those structures.

MR. TONY KNAUER: | understand your
answer. So this project that you're proposing
tonight, isthat a potential that that could be
added to that line that's already been built?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: At some date in the
future, | can't speak to that. What we're proposing
isto put, on that CapX portion, we're just
proposing to use those existing structures.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Okay. I'm still not
following.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: I will be happy to
check in with you and look at this after this.

MR. TONY KNAUER: | think that kind of
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coversit.

Your ideaisto kind of get over to
Wisconsin, right? The end run?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: It does connect over
there, yes. Yep.

MR. TONY KNAUER: And have they looked
at, somebody mentioned interstates, and | don't know
if you're going as far south as1-90, isthat an
aternative?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: | think that was
studied as an alternative during the CapX days. It
was not included as aroute aternative as part of
this process because at the time the CapX project
was permitted and it was anticipated that at some
point they would use those existing trackers.

MR. TONY KNAUER: Okay. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

MR. STEPHEN HACKMAN: Hello. My nameis
Stephen Hackman, S-T-E-P-H-E-N, H-A-C-K-M-A-N. My
first comment this evening is based on the mailers
that | did receive -- | live in Mazeppa Township, by
the way.

Themailings | received, in the key they
show existing transmission lines, and alot of these
are not transmission. We need to be -- we need to
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identify what is transmission. Some of these |
know, because | live in Mazeppa, are 69 kV lines.
My understanding istransmission | believeis at the
110 level. It may have changed. But we need to be
clear on that because people look at this and you
start drawing lines and you try to follow
transmission, it may or may not be transmission.
First point.

Second point, my intent this evening is
not to suggest this particular proposal over
another. 1'm not here to advocate for or against
any route at thistime. However, | would liketo
propose that the Utilities, Commerce, and the PUC
consider, at the point at which the existing 345 and
the existing Chester circuit separate, at or near
that point, if we were to consider installing a
substation, step-down viakilovolt amps to the 161
and put it right on the existing 161 structure that
feeds north to south to the Chester sub.

My understanding, and, again, because I'm
not here necessarily to advocate for or against any
particular route, my understanding based on the open
house meetings that we had in Zumbrota, they had one
where that was possibly considered at some level.
And my understanding or the information that |
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received was there was loading issues. If we tapped
into the 345 we would have loading issues under
certain conditions. However, it would be my
position that if we, as Commerce suggested, that you
are going to study a no-build option. Soif no

build is worth studying, we should also study a
step-down, a buildout at that point, even though
there may or may not be some loading concern
scenarios. That'sthefirst point.

And the reason why -- during CapX, | was
involved in the CapX, my land was placed under a
line on amap that was a suggestion and | would not
want to stand here and do that to anybody.
Therefore, if we would consider the primary
motivation of that option iswe do not have to add
any additional routes, we've achieved what we're
going to do. The 345s, dual, move from east to
west. Chester will be now fed from a sub directly
to Chester sub.

Now, to address the possible issues of
thisloading, | would also like to consider the
Prairie ISland/Byron 345. It runsat or near what
is called the North Rochester substation. It's
actually north of Pineldand. Anyway, we don't
need to do that. However, if it isthere, it's
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right at that substation.

And just based on my own personal
observations, alot of them are still H-frame, wood
H-frame. So at some point we are going to, or you
or all of us, we're all ratepayers, we're going to
have to replace that or upgrade it. This may be the
time to upgrade the H-frame structures, particularly
the wood ones, and put in the monopole dual circuit,
upsize it immediately, as we did, which, by the way,
part of the rationale of the PUC selecting the route
they did wasthat it did have a buildout option at a
point at or near, to use the lawyer language, the
Chester breakout or the Chester Junction.

So, again, it'skind of the rationale
that goes back to my first proposal, but I'm
suggesting we do that at the end, and we have that
option in the future. If we need more power we're
in the same situation, we have the upsized
conductors available. We're bringing the North
Rochester, | guessit wasten years ago, we're
bringing -- we're utilizing that circuit to some
extent and we're utilizing Prairie Island/Byron, and
at Byron we can go straight east following a
railroad track, Highway 14, and there's multiple
substations on the way.

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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Also worth noting is shortly after the
CapX projects, the Silver Lake capacity was
decommissioned. So there's already existing 161
structures the length of the highway along 14 and
the railroad that | just proposed. That would bring
usto the river in Rochester. Which happens, worth
knowing, is the load demand in thisarea? It's not
out here or out in the rural areas. It'sinthe
major metropolitan and/or high population areas. So
now we have the 161 available at the prior Silver
Lake facility.

There is also aline running from that
facility east to Chester where we want to go. It's
aready there. And based on just what | could see
vaguely on the maps, some percentage of that is
following the railroad track, following the railroad
track, the highway, and it's already there. | don't
know what the loading situation is there, but it's
worth studying. We could put adual in, | believe
the word is collocated 161 circuits on that that
appeared to be also some degree H-frame wood.
Again, at some point they need to be replaced,
perhaps now isthat time.

Oh, and one more point. The river
crossing at the former Silver Lake facility isina
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flood controlled environment. The City of Rochester
spent some amount of money, it's not important, some
time ago, | can't remember when, | wasn't involved,
| didn't live there. But it'sflood controlled.

We just witnessed what happened at the
Rapidan Dam, and that was semi-controlled, it was
aging infrastructure. And | believe Xcel Energy
lost a small substation at that point. Where we
could avoid some of those instances just based on
the fact that we're crossing ariver and it already,
number one, isimpacted with an area crossing, and
number two, it's already flood controlled.

And | think that doesit. And, again, my
concern, and I'm not trying to save me, but we just
saw it here. Two people may or may not know each
other, but one has one proposa and one has another.
I've been in those shoes. | didn't likeit. |
believethat | learned the two that I'm proposing
tonight has minimum impacts on the amount of people
that we're going to have to be there to negotiate an
easement and/or absolutely utilize the eminent
domain process.

That'sit. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you very much. Do
you want to address some of those comments at this
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time?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Just one. To make one
note, 69 kV istransmission voltage. It's not
categorized as high voltage transmission under state
rule, but those are transmission lines. But they
are much smaller than what we're talking about, but
that is transmission voltage on our system.

MR. STEPHEN HACKMAN: Right. And my
concern was, for example, this particular mailing.
Herein the city of Wazeppathereisaline, and if
you look down into the keys, it is existing
transmission. That particular line was just worked
by Xcel. They revamped the wooden structures and
that is, | believe, a69 kV line.

And in the previous process ten years
ago, it did come up -- I'm relying on memory here,
either at an ALJ hearing or at the PUC itself, it
was suddenly suggested to put it there.

And in direct reference to that line, at
that time | believe the applicant stated at that
timeitwasa34.5. Sol don't know. However, what
we need to do is clarify what transmission ison all
of these sheets. Because the average person looking
at this and who may or may not be trying to defend
their own 100-year farm, is going to look at this
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and see these lines and say follow this, follow
this. Well, some of them are not transmission so
that's where we're asking on that.

MR. RICH DAVIS: And some of that will
be, when we do the EIS, | have notes on that from
other commenters as well, to make sure that we can
separate those things out and provide some more
detail and context.

MR. STEPHEN HACKMAN: A clear definition
of what is transmission. Because my understanding
that is afactor and possibly even a state
regulation. | don't know, I'm not alawyer, I'ma
farmer. I'm aformer avionics guy turned beef
farmer. | don't know, I'm not alawyer.

Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Yes, sir.

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: Hello. My name
is Travis Devlaeminck, D-E-V-L-A-E-M-I-N-C-K.

And | reside in atownship, just north,
or west of Zumbrota, and we have a proposal of it
going on the south side of the road there.

| guess | got a couple questions and a
couple comments, | guess. Since we do have some
years behind us with the CapX, has there been any
studies, and if there have, do any of those
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resources have type of stray voltage like was
mentioned before or EMFs that could potentially harm
anybody in a certain range?

| kind of went through that when | was
having some discussions about the solar field that
was right next to me, and there is so many different
resources that they never really addressed any of
that because there was a spectrum way over here and
way over here.

Any studies that have occurred since that
big transmission line, or whatever you refer to it
as, inthat? And where can we find them?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Well, the application
itself does address EMF and stray voltage in section
7.3.2 of our application, where you can find an
analysis of --

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: And that
analysisis provided by the electric company, it's
not athird party, correct?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: That's correct.

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: And then another
guestion, | guess. Inregardsto 1,000 feet type of
thing. Right now, thankfully, it's proposed across
the road, but the 1,000 feet there, at what point in
this processisit determined that it's not going to
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go through the middle of my house and it's going to
be across the highway at |east?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Well, wewill
definitely not propose to go directly through your
house. Once aroute gets selected, we often do
refine those and make adjustments as we start
working directly with landownersto try to find a
good route, but in some cases it may show impacts
initialy.

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: Okay. And just
one comment that I've seen in regards to nature and
stuff like that. 1 can make a note of safety out
there, and | kind of chuckled when they said, well,
there's plenty of papers up there. My instant
thought was don't worry, we have plenty of trees
coming out here as we start to take them and the
power goes through.

Renewable energy, energy efficiency and
stuff like that, when does one process outweigh the
other process? We need trees just as much aswe
need power. So if we're going through, and we've
heard at |east two or three people say it isgoing
through a heavily wooded area, why isthat less
important than some power being connected somewhere
else and not here? | guess that's the main concern.

Page 74

| got atree growing right up next to my
power pole, right, that feeds my home, thankfully,
but as soon asit gets within eight, ten feet out of
the capacitor, the big round thing, the thing veers
completely sideways. So that tells me that there's
obviously something that at least atree doesn't
want to be involved with.

So something that's running that much
energy compared to something that's feeding asingle
home, maybe we should try to think about getting a
third person study or somebody that has the interest
of their constituents doing tests on that, not
relying on a company that's making money off of
that.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Well, there has been
studies on EMF. It's not specific to the areas that
you're referring to, and that's done by universities
and researchersin alot of cases.

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: And do you have
aresourcethat | could look at in regards to that?
Or could I get something when it's over, some
information on the studies?

MR. RICH DAVIS: There's a specific
handout on the table that's on EMF and stray voltage
that the Commission puts out that should have some
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information on that.

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: And that'sa
third study, not a paid --

MR. SAM LOBBY: Itisnot affiliated with
Xcel.

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: Perfect.

MR. RICH DAVIS: And we will have EMF and
stray voltage included in the EIS, so it will be
part of the analysis that we'll go through.

MR. TRAVISDEVLAEMINCK: Thank you.
Perfect.

Thank you very much for your time.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

Anybody else, comments, questions?
Seeing none.

| just want to tell everybody thank you
for coming out and participating tonight. Staff for
Xcel and for the state agencies and the cities that
are here, we'll be around for alittle bit.

And maps are back thereif you have
questions or want to talk with folks. And the GIS
stations are still over there if you'd like
zoomed-in maps looking at your property or looking
at sections of the routes.

MR. SAM LOBBY: You have until August 1st
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for written comments.

Thank you so much for coming, we really
appreciate your participation.

(Proceedings concluded at 7:51 p.m.)

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters

(19) Pages 73 - 76

(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
adjustments (3) 70:17 20:2,6;50:21;51:3;72:13, | average (1)
$ 15:19;43:25;73:6 allows (2) 15 70:23
ADLER (2) 31:3;44:23 applications (1) avionics (1)
$10 (1) 52:22,23 along (9) 8:20 71:13
382 A-D-L-E-R (1) 6:19;23:21;34:19; appointed (1) avoid (8)
52:23 35:11;36:12;58:17;59:1; 10:6 8:3;17:7,24:19;25:7;
A administrative (4) 63:4,68:4 apportioned (1) 26:22;46:16;48:6;69:9
9:2,3;13:8;60:17 alternate (3) 51:11 avoided (1)
able (8) advocate (4) 16:23;58:17,62:25 appreciate (3) 25:9
19:6:27:23:28:1:29:21: 24:20;25:15;65:11,21 | alter native (28) 3:18;45:24,76:3 aware (2)
35:15:37:10;48:13:60:4 | affect (2) 8:5;25:10;26:24;27:4, | approached (1) 5:25;33:16
absolutely (1) 5:14,37.7 24,25,28:8,20,21;29:56, |  36:5 away (2)
69:21 affected (1) 14;30:3,4,10,20;54:23, | approval (1) 53:11;54:8
accepted (1) 36:11 25,58:4;,59:7,13,60:2; | 44.6 awhile (1)
11:25 affiliated (1) 61:25;62:3,7,64:9,11,12 | approve (2) 49:16
access (4) 754 alternatives (23) 10:17,44:3
15:2,3:23:4:46:22 afterwards (1) 16:21;17:1;18:15,19; | approved (3) B
accommodate (1) 48:23 23:21,24:5,15;25:2,3; 9:19;11:25;62:3
14:23 ag (2 26:16;27:23,;28:6,14; | approximately (1) back (25)
achieved (1) 42:25;55:6 29:4,8,12,19,24,25;30:6, | 11.9 13:5,17;16:1,6;18:16;
66:16 Again (17) 8;32:19,20 April (3) 23:16;27:11,14;30:6;
acres (1) 7:25,9:25,12:3,25:6, | always(3) 11:22,13:4,14 31:2,6,25;32:7,17;40:24;
35:13 15;27:2;31:24;32:3,7,10; 8:13;28:22;35:21 archers (1) 42:9,11;44:5;47:7,18;
acronym (2) 39:3;50:17;54:13;65:20; | amount (3) 34:21 49:16;57:3;60:13;67:15;
7:15:23:14 67:14,68:22,69:13 35:15;69:2,19 Archery (5) 75:20
acr oss (8) against (7) amounts (1) 34:18;37:21;38:14,21; | background (3)
30:17:42:13:43:2; 24:21;25:16;41:3,11; 14:24 41:9 10:4;34:20;39:22
44:17:46:23:57:13: 59:24;65:11,21 amps (1) archery-only (1) backyard (2)
72:23.73:2 age (1) 65:17 35:3 41:5;54:16
activities (1) 37:24 analysis (10) area (32) bad (2)
34:23 agencies (4) 7:21;,18:24,23:13, 5:19,19;8:2,2,14:19; 45:15;50:10
actual (1) 9:13,17,22;75:18 24:16;25:17;29:3;50:20; 21:4;22:24;26:3,27:6,10; | badgers (1)
912 Agency (2) 72:16,18,75:9 28:9,34:4,42:16,17,22; | 53:8
actually (13) 19:16;60:5 analyze (2) 43:8,8,9,16;44:9,14;45:2, | bald (2)
3:25:12:18:13:10:21:7: | agency’s (1) 27:6,58:20 15,16,20,46:20,48:8; 36:15;53:7
31:19:42:16,23:61:19; agenda (1) 27.18 73:23 42:24;56:2
66:24 24:2 and/or (2) areas (13) based (9)
add (4) agent (1) 68:9;69:21 17:2;20:23;27:16,17, 13:19;16:1;60:24;61:4;
18:9,13:56:7:66:15 48:12 angle (1) 20;42:25;43:3;48:3; 64:20;65:22;67:2;68:14;
added (2) agents (1) 21:14 53:13;59:14;68:8,9;74:16 69:9
19:7:63:16 20:11 animals (4) arm (1) basically (6)
adding (1) aging (1) 53:6,14,54:24,56:1 3511 16:9;25:1;28:17;38:20;
30:18 69:7 anthrax (2) around (9) 45:19;55:25
addition (2) ago (7) 50:8,10 16:23;17:1,11,32:17; | Bear (1)
4:14:55:13 5:10;40:6,12;62:24; |anticipate (1) 34:21;38:12;50:2,6;75:19 34:24
additional (6) 67:20;69:3,70:16 20:19 arrows (1) beautiful (1)
18:24:19:5:20:13:23:2; agricultural (1) ant|C|pated (2) 38:14 37:2
27:20:66:16 59:15 28:15,64:14 assessments (1) become (1)
additionally (2) ahead (4) Apologies (1) 56:4 10:16
5:3:31:16 14:10;33:14;34:12; 62:16 assessor (3) bed (4)
address (8) 54:12 apparently (1) 42:10,22;45:22 56:18,24,24;57:18
26:25:39:6:46:19: ahold (2) 51:21 associated (1) bedding (1)
47:21:50:4;66:20,69:25; |  33+11 appear (1) 2r:1 36:16
72:14 Al (1) 50:21 attached (1) beef (1)
addr essed (5) . 44:14 appeared (1) 41:1 71:13
50:16,19:51:10,22:72:7 airport (1) 68:21 August (4) begln (4)
addressing (1) 16:24 appears (1) 4:16;8:10;32:4;75:25 20:11,19;22:7,10
35:21 alignment (2) 57:17 automatic (2) behind (1)
adds (1) 46:1,3 Applicant (2) 59:9;61:17 71:24
14:22 alignments (1) 25:3;70:20 available (5) benefit (1)
adequate (1) 47:14 application (10) 5:4,26:4,58:23,67:19; | 58:5
10:10 ALJ (D) 11:22,25,15:10;16:4; | 68:10 benefiting (1)

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(1) $10 - benefiting



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
51:11 buildout (2) Carol (5) 49:23;50:4 22;61:5;69:25;71:23;
benefits (3) 66:7;67:11 49:13,14,14;52:7,21 | chuckled (1) 75:14,76:1
14:21;51:8,15 built (3) carried (2) 73:13 Commerce (10)
BENYSH (5) 11:13;51:22;63:16 29:19,22 circuit (5) 6:25;8:13,22;12:10;
33:25;34:11,14,17; bulldozers (1) carry (1) 49:5;63:11;65:15;67:8, | 23:13;24:10;32:1;61:18;
39:11 49:24 29:17 21 65:13;66:4
B-E-N-Y-S-H (1) busy (1) carrying (1) circuits (1) Commission (21)
34:17 317 30:17 68:20 3:4,21;4:24;5:9;6:10;
best (5) button (1) case (5) cities (1) 8:12,19,24;9:5;10:5,5,17,
8:2,26:8;28:3;35:17, 3121 8:8;21:5;48:5;49:23; 75:18 23;11:23,24;13:22;24:11;
39:5 buying (1) 52:16 City (13) 33:4,44:6;61:2;74:25
better (6) 49:18 cases (3) 35:4,38:22,23;42:24; | commissioners (13)
5:19;23:24,25;34.2; | bypasses (1) 21:14;73:8;74:18 56:16,19;57:5,8,10;58:5; |  3:25;5:20,23;6:4;10:6;
54.23;55:24 17:11 CAT () 59:2;69:1;70:10 25:11,18;30:1;45:3;
big (7) Byron (1) 474 claim (1) 59:10,18;60:1;61:21
45:10;50:1;54:5;55:1; 67:23 catch (1) 51:14 commodity (1)
56:23;72:11;74:4 48:11 claims (1) 42:20
bigger (1) C categorize (2) 48:14 Community (1)
54:13 28:2;29:20 clarify (1) 49:17
biggest (1) California (2) categorized (1) 70:22 compaction (2)
53:25 38:9;55:9 70:4 clear (4) 46:17,20
bike (1) call (2) centerline (1) 51:6;52:12;65:5;71:9 | companies (3)
54:3 8:16;14:9 21:22 clearing (2) 54.9;55:19;61:14
billion (1) called (2) certain (8) 22:10,11 company (2)
62:20 38:25;66:23 25:10,10,12;44:25; | click (1) 72:18;74:13
billions (1) calling (2) 48:2,3,66:3;72:3 31:21 compare (1)
51:16 14:6;18:19 certificate (4) close (3) 28:2
bisects (1) calls(1) 10:20,22;30:8;51:13 9:23;28:24,39:16 compared (1)
57:5 8:14 cetera (1) closer (2) 749
bit (12) came (6) 36:3 17:13;44:16 comparison (1)
4:21;5:8;9:7,12:21, 23:17;27:12;37:19; | Cezar (2) closing (1) :
13:24;15:8;16:18;22:2; 43:12;47:15;49:10 6:12,18 58:2 compensate (1)
32:23;44:16;62:23;75:19 | camp (1) Cezar's(1) Club (6) 48:4
bluff (1) 35:8 33:3 34:19,24,25;35:3; compensation (1)
53:17 Can (50) chain (1) 38:14;41:9 46:14
borrow (1) 3:11;4:23,25;5:5,20; 36:2 colleagues (1) complaint (1)
38:23 7:2;13:1;17:20;21:17; | challenge (2) 6:10 47:2
both (2) 22:9;23:4,23;24:14; 54:10;55:20 collocated (1) complete (1)
46:21;54:21 25:13;26:3;27:5,17;28:1, | challenged (2) 68:20 12:18
bottom (3) 7,29:16;30:24;31:6,16, | 54:3,6 column (1) completed (1)
31:4;,37:10;42:17 21;32:14,17,21;34:11; | chance (1) 29:9 40:5
branches (1) 35:17;36:6;39:5;42:1; | 60:14 coming (16) completely (1)
476 43:22;44:3,22;45:2,17; | change (3) 4:3,6:12;10:19;14:24; 74:5
breakout (1) 47:21;55:12,24:56:7; 30:9;44:6;56:4 23:10;26:15;32:7;35:7,8; | Con (1)
67:13 57:13;58:21;59:24; changed (1) 36:15;37:18,23;38:7; 50:24
bridges (2) 61:18,67:23;71:6;72:12, | 65:4 73:16;75:17,76:2 concern (11)
57:10,12 15;73:12 changes (3) comment (28) 38:10;53:4,10,24;55:3,
brief (3) capacitor (1) 44:3;48:15;54:7 4:15,20;5:6;8:9,11, 6,25;66:8;69:14;70:9;
6:6;14:13;24:2 744 characteristics (1) 14:3,5;24:6;25:22;27:21; 73:25
bring (2) capacity (3) 279 30:23,25;31:16,20,23; | concerned (2)
53:16;68:5 10:25;14.23;68:2 check (1) 32:3,8,21,22,25;33:1,2; 5:25;13:11
bringing (2) capture (1) 63:24 34:6;40:21;52:20;61:24; | concerns (4)
67:19,21 27:24 checking (2) 64:20;73:11 5:16,25;14:6;52:25
Brookings (1) CapX (20) 49:19 commenters (1) concluded (1)
50:7 16:12,16;17:19;19:14; | Chester (11) 71.6 76:4
brother (1) 40:7,46:10;47:2;50:7,13; 17:21;18:10,14,15; | comments (44) conclusions (2)
42:14 52:11,14;54:12;63:8,19; 65:15,19;66:18,19;67:13, 4:22;5:16;6:2,3;7:6,20, 9:6;60:19
brother's (1) 64:11,13:66:10,11;68:2; 13;68:13 22,24,8:3;12:4,7,12; | conditions (2)
45:18 71:24 children (2) 13:10,16,19;23:20;24:6; 53:24;66:3
build (4) cards (1) 37:24,38:2 25:20,24;27:19;31:5,7, | conductors (2)
11:8;37:15;41:2;66:6 31:25 children's (1) 13;32:12,18;33:13,17,19, 18:9;67:19
building (2) care (1) 34:23 22;34:3,3,7;37:1;40:20; | confirmed (1)
43:2,4 36:3 chronic (2) 47:20;57:1;58:25;60:12, 10:7

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(2) benefits - confirmed



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
congestion (1) 16:22;17:15,17;52:14; 16:4,15;17:23;18:1; |degree(1) 14;30:11,13,14,17;40:3,

51:21 54:19 35:2;38:12;58:1 68:21 3;54:11;55:11,61:25;
connect (2) corridors (2) Curtis(5) deliver (1) 72:6

18:15;64:4 52:12,17 46:6,7,7,48:24;49:7 22:14 differs (1)
connected (1) cost (8) cuts (1) demand (1) 17:10

73:24 40:25;41:2,3;51:16; 42:21 68:7 difficult (1)
connectors (2) 55:21;62:10,14,17 demar cations (1) 29:22

49:4;52:3 costs (1) D 47:14 digging (2)
consider (5) 51:11 densely (1) 50:2,10

51:13;65:14,16;66:14, | country (2) Dairyland (2) 59:13 diminishing (1)

21 38:7,53:17 18:3;19:14 density (1) 53:6
consideration (1) County (3) Dam (1) 58:16 direct (2)

: 42:23,23;59:3 69:6 Department (9) 32:18;70:19

considered (7) couple(7) damage (1) 6:25;8:13,22;9:15,16, | direction (5)

26:20,23,25;27:10; 10:16;18:21,;23:18; 48:1 20;12:10,23:12,24:10 |  7:23;22:22;25:25;32:8;

59:6,62:25,65:24 40:24,42:4;71:22,23 | damaged (1) depending (3) 38:19
considering (1) course (1) 48:16 21:18,24;49:1 directly (5)

50:25 8:18 Damages (3) depends (1) 31:24,42:16,66:18,;
consistent (1) court (2) 48:3,10,22 21:19 73:4,7

10:14 3:23;42:1 dashed (1) describe (3) dirt (2)
consists (1) covering (1) 18:23 28:1,15;43:23 49:25

10:6 24:2 data (1) described (3) disappear (2)
constituents (2) covers(2) 26:4 20:7;21:3;43:15 50:2,5

39:21;74:12 51:19;64:1 dataset (1) describes (1) disclose (1)
constructible (1) coyote (1) 26:8 251 52:1

60:2 36:20 date (1) descriptive (1) discuss (2)
constructing (1) coyotes (1) 63:17 28:10 28:20,32:20

30:21 53:8 Davis (35) desktop (1) discussed (1)
construction (11) crane (1) 6:24;23:9,11,23;24:1; 15:12 62:5

11:15;20:19,24;22:5, 48:25 33:24;34:5,13;39:10,12, | destroy (4) discussing (1)

10,12,15;47:23;48:7,11, | create (2) 18;41:19,22:44:20;45:9; 43:3,4,46:15;53:11 4:4

16 47:1;60:18 46:6;47:19;49:8;52:20; | destroyed (1) Discussion (2)
contact (11) creates (1) 56:9;58:7,19;59:9,22; 47:15 3:22;24:7

8:7,9:24,22:25;23:7, 15:2 60:9;61:17;62:12;64:17; | destruction (1) discussions (1)

31:11;32:2;33:2,3,4,11; | creating (2) 69:24;71:4,16;74:15,23; 53:23 72:5

48:14 55:9,10 75:7,13 detail (5) disease (1)
contacts (1) creek (1) day (4) 11:8;16:19;29:13;61:6; 50:4

48:13 42:13 3:8;36:1,18;53:9 71.8 dissect (1)
containers (1) crews (1) days(2) determine (1) 45:20

36:24 48:11 22:16;64:11 19:6 disservice (1)
contents (1) criss-cross (1) deal (3) determined (3) 39:20

27:15 55:22 39:23;50:13,14 20:8;22:6;72:25 distinction (1)
context (2) crops(3) decades (1) detriments (1) 50:15

5:8;71:8 46:13,15;48:3 5:10 51:8 distributed (1)
continue (3) cross(2) decide (3) develop (3) 30:14

20:16,20;57:7 42:13;54:24 7:20;12:5,8 29:16;35:15;56:20 disturbing (1)
continues (1) crosses (1) deciding (1) developed (3) 50:5

20:25 16:13 28:13 15:11,12;18:25 ditches (1)
contractors (1) crossing (4) decision (7) developer (1) 471

48:18 11:12;68:25;69:10,11 | 5:21;12:11,11;13:22; 35:14 DNR (3)
control (1) crowd (1) 25:18;27:13;,59:17 developing (4) 20:14,35:19;39:4

62:4 3321 decisions (1) 7:13,18;16:3;19:19 | DOC (1)
controlled (3) Cubs (1) 24:14 development (3) 61:3

69:1,4,12 34:24 decommissioned (1) 19:23;58:17,20 docket (1)
conversion (2) Culbertson (1) 68:3 DEVLAEMINCK (9) 4:24

46:12,15 6:11 deer (4) 71:17,18;72:17,21; | document (4)
convert (1) cumulative (2) 36:16,17,20;53:7 73:10;74:19;75:2,6,10 | 24:23;25:15;27:12;

477 50:16,25 defend (1) D-E-V-L-A-E-M-I-N-C-K (1) | 59:20
conveyed (1) cure(1) 70:24 71:18 documents (1)

30:2 22:16 definitely (1) different (22) 62:10
corner (1) curious (2) 734 9:22;11:20;14:25,; domain (6)

41:25 47:12;62:10 definition (1) 15:14,21;18:14;20:14; 30:2;61:15,19;62:2,8;
corridor (5) currently (7) 71.9 22:21;23:3;24:14,26:14, 69:22

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(3) congestion - domain



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
done (7) 73:18 57:19 expanded (1) federal (1)
7:2;13:14;20:1,9,23; | efficient (1) enough (2) 63:6 9:13
46:16;74:17 10:10 17:9;29:13 expect (3) feeding (2)
double-circuit (1) EICHHORST (2) ensure (1) 9:10;11:19;14:1 749
19:2 56:10,11 10:10 experts(2) feeds (2)
down (23) E-1-C-H-H-O-R-S-T (1) | entering (1) 38:21,25 65:19;74:2
12:1,16;17:7;26:1; 56:11 38:18 explain (2) feel (2)
28:7,11;37:8;38:11;39:7; | eight (1) entire (2) 7:17,11:7 32:21;33:22
41:16,24;42:17,21,21, 74:3 15:16;44:22 explaining (1) feelings (1)
44:12,16;46:25;52:8; | EIS (20) environment (1) 30:10 42:19
54:4;56:14,22;62:2,70:11 7:14,18;12:22;24:25; 69:1 express (1) feet (14)
draft (3) 25:8;26:21,23,25;27:10, | environmental (28) 42:19 11:4;21:18,18,21,21,
12:22,22;27:13 17;29:23;30:19;32:19; 7:1,14,15,21;8:23,24; | extent (1) 23;22:3;43:19;47:17;
drawing (1) 52:1;58:15;59:18,20; 12:6;13:18,20;15:13; 67:22 56:17;57:18;72:22,24;
65:6 61:11;71:5;75:8 23:13,17;24:4,4,10,18,24, | extra (3) 743
driving (1) either (5) 24;25:6;26:19;36:11; 3:19;18:21;41:3 fence (6)
56:22 4:16;13:21;21:21, 37:6;43:17;44:21;50:3; 36:22;38:11,12;46:21;
drying (1) 36:23;70:17 52:13;57:4,58:3 F 47:3,16
37:11 electric (1) environmentally (2) fencing (1)
dual (3) 72:18 53:10;55:21 facilitate (1) 38:18
66:17;67:8;68:19 electricity (2) envy (1) 9:3 few (5)
due (1) 10:8;36:23 39:19 facilities (1) 9:22;18:14;22:16;35:4;
39:8 Elk (4) equipment (3) 155 54:1
dug (1) 49:18,22;50:2;54:18 22:13;53:16,20 facility (6) field (5)
50:9 ELLEN (22) error (2) 26:15;38:24;40:4; 15:19;16:1;52:11,17,
duration (1) 14:12;40:7,11;43:14; 52:7,8 68:11,13,25 72:5
6:14 45:25,47:23,25;49:1; | essentially (4) fact (3) fields (1)
during (8) 52:6;62:16,21;63:2,7,10, 7:19;16:20;17:14, 9:5;60:19;69:10 50:8
4:22;35:6;37:2;48:10, 17,23;64:4,10;70:2; 18:18 factor (1) figured (1)
16;54.7,64:11,66:10 72:13,20;73:3 estimated (1) 71:11 43:1
Ellen's (1) 62:17 factual (2) fill (2)
E 33:3 et (1) 24:21;25:16 31:3,21
else(11) 36:3 fair (4) filling (1)
eagles (3) 5:19;28:17;29:2;33:8; | etiquette (1) 10:11;21:10;50:18; 6:12
36:13,15;53:8 43:9:47:6;49:11;54:15; 32:9 56:3 final (6)
earlier (3) 56:7;73:25;75:14 evaluation (4) falls (1) 5:21;13:20;20:8,9;
4:8;20:3;45:12 email (5) 15:22;19:5;22:8;24:17 | 16:25 44:24;60:8
early (1) 23:5;31:23,24,33:2,7 | even (7) familiar (1) find (13)
20:21 EMF (4) 6:16;13:16;34:6;49:6; 7:16 20:18;26:7;33:1,5,11;
earth (1) 72:14;74:16,24,75:7 56:2;66:7;71:11 family (2) 44:13,45:7,16;58:21,
55:12 EMFs (1) evening (3) 37:25;42:19 60:23;72:12,15;73:7
easement (3) 72:2 23:9;64:20;65:9 far (3) findings (2)
21:7,46:23;69:21 eminent (6) event (1) 16:7;24:23,64:8 9:5;60:19
easements (3) 30:2,61:15,19;62:1,8; 38:6 Faribault (5) fine (3)
20:12;21:8;61:16 69:21 events (1) 4:9;16:10,10;17:3,7 7:17,31:15;34:7
easier (2) emphasize (1) 355 farm (1) finished (2)
4:1;32:20 58:3 everybody (7) 70:25 7:3,47:4
east (9) encour age (2) 23:9;32:9;42:21;48:13; | farmer (2) first (14)
18:20;56:14;57:6,14, 29:13;38:2 54:15;56:22,75:16 71:13,14 7:8;17:20;23:17;24:9;
21,25;66:17;67:23;68:13 | end (6) everyone (1) farmers (1) 26:12;27:12;30:7;40:4;
easy (1) 11:24,20:8,57:25; 41:12 48:18 49:10;51:8;64:20;65:8;
53:19 59:19;64:3,67:16 exactly (2) Farmington (1) 66:9;67:15
economic (1) ends (3) 33:20;63:2 46:9 Firstly (1)
15:7 8:9;32:3,25 example (5) farms (2) 35
economical (1) Energy (13) 9:14;26:14;28:22;40:3; 42:13,14 fit ()
55:21 4.6;6:22;14:11,24; 70:9 fauna (1) 43:21
edge (2) 19:11;23:13;55:18,20; | existing (16) 36:21 five (3)
36:12;37:5 57:2,69:7,73:18,18;74:9 15:4,4;16:25;17:5,19; | fawns (1) 10:6;32:16;36:17
eDockets (1) engagement (1) 18:7,19:2;58:16;63:20; 36:17 flat (1)
335 20:17 64:15,24;65:14,15,18; | feasibility (1) 53:18
EERA (2) engineering (2) 68:3;70:11 29:8 flexibility (1)
6:25;23:14 20:1,9 expand (1) fed (1) 44:23
efficiency (1) enjoy (1) 27:19 66:18 flood (4)

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(4) done - flood



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
56:21;69:1,4,12 56:13;57:22;58:4 10:23 happy (6) 321
flooding (1) fox (1) granted (1) 6:15;8:13,15;14:8; highway (10)
37:21 53:8 11:14 28:5;63:23 35:11;54:19,21,22;
floodplain (1) free(2) great (1) hard (2) 57:5,11;67:24;68:4,17;
37:8 32:21,37:25 54:22 23:22;37:14 73:2
flora (1) friendly (2) greater (2) harm (1) hill (1)
36:20 55:22 11:4;15:2 72:2 54:5
focus (2) front (5) green (1) harms (1) hit (3)
31:13;46:4 5:4,6:11;33:21,41:6; 36:9 50:18 31:22;40:25;54:25
fold (1) 58:9 greenfield (1) haven (1) home (4)
31:5 full (1) 17:14 36:20 28:18;40:25;74:2,10
folks (6) 33.6 grid (1) hazard (1) honor (1)
9:25;30:24;32:7;33:16; | fun (1) 14:20 50:3 35:18
58:24;75:21 55:5 ground (2) hear (7) host (1)
follow (5) Further (1) 10:1;15:20 3:9,11;5:18;23:22,23; 34:23
9:20;17:16;65:6;71:1,1 | 36:7 group (5) 24:7,37:4 hosting (1)
followed (1) future (7) 6:25;14:16,18;19:13; | heard (4) 37:20
22:17 9:8;39:25;40:17;58:20; 34:22 28:19;40:23;50:12; | hotline (1)
following (4) 61:10;63:18;67:17 groups (1) 73:22 23:6
63:22;67:23;68:16,16 38:20 hearing (3) house (6)
follows (3) G growing (2) 9:4;13:9;70:17 28:24,25;41.6;65:23;
17:5,15;57:25 47:3;74:1 hearings (3) 73:15
follow-up (2) gal (1) growth (2) 4:14;9:3;50:12 houses (3)
27:2 45:11 15:7,14 heavily (2) 15:24;19:24,35:16
food (2) gas (1) guarantee (1) 33:18;73:23 huge (2)
55:8,9 10:9 48:2 heavy (1) 37:8,13
foods (1) gazebo (1) guess (9) 53:19 human (8)
55:11 57:12 58:2;59:6;62:22,24; | height (1) 24:17,25:5;26:19;
foot (10) general (2) 67:20;71:22,23;72:22; | 21:17 37:17,53:15,57:4;58:3,14
43:6,7,9,12,13,14; 18:1;48:10 73:25 Heine (24) humans (1)
44:10,16;45:1,8 generation (1) gut (1) 6:21;11:7;14:11,12, 55:11
forced (2) 30:15 45:20 40:7,11;43:14;45:25; | hundreds (2)
62:6,6 gets (5) guy (2) 47:25,49:1;,52:6,62:16, | 34:21,37:18
Forestry (2) 20:10;29:25;55:16; 71:13 21;63:2,7,10,17,23;64:4, | hunt (2)
35:20;39:4 73:5;74:3 guys (5) 10;70:2;72:13,20;73:3 | 38:23,39:1
forget (1) giant (1) 24:8,26:8;43:22;47:10; | Hello (3) hurt (1)
55:7 63:1 56:7 52:22,64:18;71:17 38:16
forgot (1) GIS(1) help (14)
33:15 75:21 H 5:20;7:20;12:4,7; I
form (1) given (2) 24:11;25:18,25;28:6,10;
31:22 59:8;61:18 habitat (2) 31:12;32:23;46:4;59:24; | 1-90 (1)
format (1) gives (4) 53:6,11 61:6 64:8
13:6 13:24;23:18;32:25; | HACKMAN (4) helpful (3) idea (3)
former (2) 331 64:18,19;70:8;71:9 25:23,27:4,28:23 13:25;50:10;64:2
68:25;71:13 giving (1) H-A-C-K-M-A-N (1) | helping (1) identical (1)
forth (1) 32:12 64:19 32:10 34:7
9.5 goes (14) half (1) helps (1) identified (10)
forum (1) 4:16;16:7,13;17:7,8; 44:11 24:13 14:15,16,19;15:15,18;
5:12 19:3;22:14;41:9;42:16; | hand (2) here's (1) 16:8;17:21,24;19:21;46:1
forward (10) 50:7;53:2;,56:15;67:15; |  31:8;49:12 12:14 identify (7)
9:10;25:3,4;28:14; 73:17 handout (4) heritage (1) 22:9;24:18;25:8;43: 20,
29:12,18,20,23;30:5; | good (7) 31:3;32:1;,52:4,74:24 | 35:18 44:23,59:16;65:1
54:11 3:10;23:9;35:20,22; | handouts (1) H-frame (4) identifying (1)
found (1) 36:4,38:15;73:8 234 67:3,4,7,68:21 256
4:23 gotta (1) happen (3) hi (2) imagine (1)
Foundation (1) 557 10:17;38:16;61:23 34:17;56:10 48:24
22:15 gover nment (5) happened (4) Hicks (1) immediately (1)
foundations (2) 8:17,19;9:11,24,25 5:11;19:23;49:19;69:;5 | 23:15 67:9
22:8,17 governor (1) happening (4) high (10) impact (24)
four (16) 10:7 4:10;10:1;22:20,20 7:10;10:24;11:3;19:20; 7:1,14,15;8:25;12:6;
16:8,15;18:12,20,20; | grab (2) happens (4) 21:19;22:4;43:2;58:4; |  13:18,20,24:5,25;28:15,
19:12:36:13;37:11;40:5; 31:9;33:9 20:24;22:19;37:12; 68:9;70:4 18;29:1,2,2;37:6,17;39:1;
41:24;50:22;51:1;53:1; | grant (1) 68.6 highly (2) 44:21:51:2,10,20;52:13;

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(5) flooding - impact



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
57:4,58:3 installer (1) June (3) Lake(12) 19:20;22:4;54:20;65:4,
impacted (1) 48:19 11:24;13:21;57:3 35:4,11;56:18,18,23, 24
69:11 installing (1) junk (1) 24;57:11,18,18;68:2,11, | leveled (1)
impacts (22) 65:16 47:11 25 475
7:25;8:4;24:12,18,19; | instances (1) land (24) LGU (1)
25:6,9,12;26:20,22;27:1, 69:9 K 20:11;21:4,7;22:6; 19:25
7,28:21;29:20;30:21; | instant (1) 35:7,13,20,24;36:4,4; | lights (3)
36:11;50:15,16;51:1; 73:14 keep (6) 37:3,42:2547:7;48:12; | 55:15,16,17
58:14,69:19;73:8 instructions (2) 9:23;34:9;35:17;36:25; | 53:18;55:6;57:25;58:16; | likely (2)
important (5) 52,6 38:17;39:5 59:3,15;60:3;61:10,10; 29:10;51:1
10:19;12:5;26:6;69:2; | insulator s (2) Kellogg (3) 66:11 limbs (1)
73:.24 18:9;49:4 4:11;11:13;16:14 landowner (1) 47:6
improves (1) insurance (1) Kenyon (1) 62:6 limit (2)
14:25 38:13 17:11 landowners (11) 32:16;34:6
include (5) intent (1) kept (1) 15:25;20:11;21:8,10; | limited (1)
8:4,25:2,50:21,24; 65:9 35:13 43:24,44:9;48:4,17, 58:21
59:20 interest (1) key (2) 50:11,51:9;73:7 limits (1)
included (5) 74:11 22:25;64:23 language (1) 56:16
15:10,22;46:2;64:12; | interrupt (1) keys (1) 67:12 Line(67)
75:8 57:19 70:11 large (2) 4:5;6:19;7:10;10:24;
including (3) interstates (1) kids (2) 30:16;48:2 11:3,10,10,11;12:1,16;
34:23;35:8;50:23 64:7 37:19,22 last (5) 16:13,15,16,25;17:8,9,12,
increasing (1) into (8) Kilovolt (4) 15:24;23:8;27:8;43:11; |  19,19,22,25;18:1,4,6,14,
14:23 16:3,25;20:22;32:14; 4:5;11:9,10;65:17 45:11 16,23;19:2,17;20:21,25;
independent (2) 51:16;52:11;66:2;70:11 | kilovolts (2) later (6) 21:5,17,23,30:13,16;
10:12;14:17 introduction (1) 10:25;11:4 6:17,8:8;9:1,4,13:2; 37:8;40:5,10,17,41:6;
Indian (1) 6:20 kind (20) 20:20 43:2,18;45:8;46:11;47:3,
49:17 investment (1) 11:17,18,19;13:24; Laures(6) 9;49:5;50:8,14,24;51:12,
industries (1) 57:14 19:4,20;20:4;22:4;25:21, 39:14,15,16,19;40:9,13 |  17;52:15;53:2;54:16;
10:8 involved (8) 25;29:16;31:13;39:20; | L-A-U-R-E-S (1) 57:7;58:4;63:8,16;66:12;
inexpensive (1) 8:18;9:12,14,22,24; 43:16,48:22,63:25,64:2; 39:16 68:12,70:10,12,14,19;
57:24 66:11;69:3;74.7 67:14;72:4;73:13 law (5) 72:11
influence (1) lowa (3) kinda (1) 9:2,6;13:8;60:17,20 | lines(19)
59:25 35:5;51:19,25 55:12 lawyer (3) 17:16;21:4,23:21;51:1,
info (1) Island (4) kinds (3) 67:12;71:12,14 25;52:11,11,17,17;54:13;
334 49:16,17;56:14,66:24 | 26:4;55:11;59:15 lay (1) 55:3,23;57:11;59:1,
inform (2) Idland/Byron (2) Knauer (18) 46:25 64:24;65:2,6;70:5;71:1
24:11;25:18 66:22;67:22 58:10,10;59:2,19;60:7; | lead (1) link (1)
infor mation (28) issue (1) 61:8,13;62:9,14,19,22; 6:13 31:18
7:8,9;8:8;9:17;12:2; 32:15 63:3,9,13,21,25;64:6,16 | leading (1) list (7)
15:14;19:1;23:1,1,3,7; | issued (4) K-N-A-U-E-R (1) 19:17 12:12,14,25:9,21;
24:22,25:16,26:2,9,; 12:23,23;13:21;61:21 | 58:11 leads (1) 26:12,27:11,39:13
29:17;31:4,10,11;32:2,2; | issues (5) knowing (1) 61:8 listed (3)
33:2,3,10,59:12;65:25; |  8:20;35:21;66:1,2,20 68:7 learn (3) 31:12,17,17
74:22;75:1 Kuecker (4) 38:3,3,58:24 little (19)
informed (1) J 46:6,7;48:24;49:7 learned (1) 4:21;5:8;6:6;9:7;10:4;
24:13 K-U-E-C-K-E-R (1) 69:18 12:21;13:24;15:8;16:11,
infrastructure (4) Janet (3) 46:8 least (8) 18;22:1,23;30:6;32:20;
15:4,5;21:12;69:7 3:23;32:10,13 Kuehl (10) 36:13,17;37:19,22; 34:20,42:9;44:16;62:23,
initial (2) jargon (1) 41:20,21,21,23;42:3,3, 44:8;73:2,22;74:6 75:19
19:23,24 10:18 8;44:8;45:6,10 leave (2) live (8)
initially (3) Jeremy (5) K-U-E-H-L (1) 4:18;31:8 5:18;8:1;26:3;41:5;
15:11;18:18;73:9 39:14,15,19;40:9,13 42:3 legally (2) 58:11;64:21;65:2;69:4
in-person (1) job (1) kV (23) 60:23,25 lives (1)
4:10 39:20 11:11;16:15,20,22,25; | legend (1) 317
input (1) judge (8) 17:5,8,10,12,19,22;18:1, | 51:19 load (1)
3:20 9:2;13:8,8:60:17,18,18; 6,12;19:2;21:17,20,25; | length (2) 68:7
inside (2) 61:1,7 22:1;43:18,65:2;70:3,14 | 11:1,68:4 loading (5)
17:22;44:7 July (1) less (2) 66:1,2,8,21;68:18
install (3) 13:21 L 59:6;73:23 LOBBY (11)
22:12,16;48:8 Junction (5) letting (2) 3:1,3,10,13,23;6:9;
installed (1) 17:21,25;18:10,11; labs (1) 3:14;61:5 33:15;60:10;61:11;75:4,
20:25 67:13 55:9 level (5) 25

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(6) impacted - LOBBY



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
local (6) 9:11;18:19;30:22; 62:25 10:4;11:1,13;19:15; 36:7
9:13,24,25;10:2;26:2,5 | 31:19;54:20;73:25 means (1) 23:12;50:23,24;51:5,5,7, | Municipal (1)
located (4) maintenance (1) 7:19 7,25 19:15
16:16,24;18:16;35:10 | 39:22 meet (3) minutes (1) muskrat (1)
location (1) major (2) 26:13;29:7;40:2 32:17 53.9
42:15 36:16;68:9 meeting (13) MISO (3) must (1)
locations (1) makes (2) 3:18;4:10,19;5:2;7:5,7; 14:17;19:21;51:14 29:6
14:25 60:1,7 13:2,7,9;31:1;57:2;60:11, | missed (1) myself (4)
Logan (1) making (7) 16 48:21 29:10,15;30:23;31:24
23:15 4:1;24:13;34:2;36:2; | meetings (4) mission (1)
Logan's (1) 39:6;61:7;74:13 4:7,12,12:2;65:23 10:9 N
32:2 manage (1) members (5) Mississippi (3)
long (6) 8:23 35:4,22,22,25;38:25 4:5;11:12;16:14 name (10)
4:8;11:20;12:17;13:25; | management (2) member ship (3) mitigate (5) 3:3;6:18;23:11;32:13;
16:20;36:6 35:21;36:4 37:24;38:1,42:6 8:3;24:19,25:7,26:22; |  39:15;42:2;52:23;56:10;
look (24) manager (1) memory (1) 271 64:18;71:17
12:8;13:17;15:20;26:3; 23:18 70:16 mitigates (1) narrow (3)
27:16;29:8;30:12,20; | Mankato (4) mention (1) 28:21 25:25;28:10;44:15
33:5,37:13;44:22;54:11, |  4:4;11:12;16:9,23 33:16 mitigation (1) Natural (8)
17,22,25;55:15;58:15,19; | manner (1) mentioned (13) 24:13 9:16;10:9;35:14,17;
61:9;63:24,65:5;70:11, 10:13 8:9;14:4;17:18;19:21; | mobilize (1) 37:3;39:5;45:20;53:6
25;74:20 many (8) 23:12;24:9;30:7;31:18; 22:13 nature (3)
looked (3) 9:13;34:9;38:24;39:23; |  53:1;54:18;60:11;64:7; | money (3) 42:20;43:3;73:11
12:13;27:18;64.6 55:15,57:6;61:12;72:6 | 72:2 35:15;69:2;74:13 near (6)
looking (19) map (9) mess (1) monitoring (1) 11:12;16:14,23;65:15;
7:24;12:4,15,19;13:12; 16:5;28:4,6,7;29:16; 39:17 236 66:22;67:12
15:21;24:21;25:20;27:5; |  34:15;49:21;51:18;66:12 | messed (1) monopole (1) nearby (1)
28:13;36:19;44:24; | mapping (1) 37:21 67:8 35:9
49:17;57:16;59:18; 15:12 met (1) month (3) necessarily (2)
60:21;70:23;75:23,23 | maps (8) 23:16 12:25;35:6;38:5 59:25;65:21
looks (2) 15:9;16:6;26:4;36:9; | methods (2) months (2) necessary (1)
49:20,21 46:3;68:15;75:20,23 8:3;26:21 12:16;13:2 34:10
loss (1) March (3) metropolitan (1) mor e (30) necessity (1)
55:25 12:17,23;60:13 68:9 4:10,21,6:15;9:7, 45:12
lost (1) market (3) mic (1) 10:25,25;11:4,7;12:20, | need (33)
69:8 21:10;44:2;56:3 32:12 25;13:18;15:2,5,21,; 10:17,20,22;18:8,8;
lot (15) massive (1) Midcontinent (1) 16:19;17:1;20:18;22:22; 21:14;26:7,13;28:15;
10:1;14:1;15:12;31:10; 15:13 14:17 29:10;33:18;34:2;42:25; 29:7,17;30:8;32:17;40:2;
32:24,34:23;36:8,10,10, | master (2) middle (4) 44:25,57:25;,59:5,13,14; |  44:5;45:12;49:3,6;50:20,
19;38:20;57:14,64:24; 56:25;57:2 17:23;18:9;49:3;73:1 67:17,68:24;71:7 25;51:2,13;55:17,22;
67:3;74:18 mat (1) Midwest (1) most (7) 64:25,25;65:4,66:25;
lots (3) 48:8 38:7 12:5;13:19;25:23;27:4; 67:17:68:22;70:22;73:20,
53:13,13,23 mats (1) might (7) 28:4,37:2;45:20 21
love (1) 48:7 5:14,21:14,23:16; mostly (2) needed (3)
35:23 Matt (11) 31:13;39:7;52:5;54:23 |  16:25;58:12 19:22;21:3;22:13
lovely (1) 41:20,21,23;42:3,3,8; | mile (1) motivation (1) needs (6)
3:23 44:8,45:6,10;,53:1,56:2 | 11:1 66:15 10:14,17;16:17;27:18;
low-cost (1) matting (1) miles (5) mountainous (1) 41:17;45:4
15:3 22:12 16:19;35:3;41:3;,56:15, | 54:4 negative (1)
may (27) 17 move (4) 5:17
M 5:3;6:11;8:4,9:17,18; | million (3) 18:8;25:4,29:12;66:17 | negotiate (2)
10:23,23;15:24;28:5; 62:18,18,19 moving (3) 21:8;69:20
machinery (1) 30:3;37:19;45:8;49:21; | mind (2) 9:10;18:6;58:4 negotiated (1)
55:5 59:13,60:4;62:9;65:4,7,7; 6:14,29:14 MPV (1) 22:7
mail (4) 66:8,8;67:6;69:15,15; | minimize (5) 51:19 negotiating (1)
5:2,5;31:6,24 70:24,24,73.8 8:3;24.19;25:7;26:21; | much (18) 20:11
mailers (1) maybe (6) 28:19 3:6,15;4:1,2;6:4;17:12; | neighbor (3)
64:20 40:6,25;45:3;59:3,14; | minimizing (1) 23:25;30:22;31:11;53:7; 45:15;53:2,57:22
mailing (1) 74:10 58:14 54:7,20;69:24,70:6; | neighbors(3)
70:9 M azeppa (2) minimum (3) 73:20;74:8;75:12,76:2 |  41:10;45:16;47:10
mailings (1) 64:21,65:2 41:15;44:12;69:19 multiple (2) nests (1)
64:23 mean (5) Minnesota (17) 50:11;67:24 36:14
main (6) 34:5;49:20;51:21;60:3; |  3:4;4:11;8:21;9:15,15; | multitude (1) neutral (1)

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(7) local - neutral



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
24:20 obviously (4) opportunities (2) 26:6;38:1;42:14;48:19; 24:20;72:19
new (5) 28:3;48:5;59:11;74:6 14:1;48:5 67:2;70:25 pass (1)
11:8,10;17:14;54:12; | occurred (2) opportunity (4) owned (1) 14:10
55:9 37:9;72:10 5:13;7:12;13:15;14:2 19:12 passing (1)
next (6) ocean (1) opposite (1) owner (1) 56:17
12:1;44:11;46:18;61:9; 55:10 18:1 35:16 past (1)
72:6;74:1 October (2) option (5) owners(2) 37:9
nicely (1) 12:9,16 19:8;66:5,15;67:11,17 19:13;20:17 path (1)
41:11 odd (1) options (2) 57:10
Nobody (3) 44:13 15:22;18:21 P pavilion (1)
38:16;45:13;54:15 off (6) order (1) 36:23
no-build (2) 3:22;35:10;47:5,17; 10:15 packet (1) pay (3)
30:19;66:5 49:24;74:13 original (3) 339 48:19;51:17;56:3
nominal (1) offer (1) 35:12,40:22;41:16 pads (1) people (26)
11:3 35:14 Oronoco (6) 46:25 8:1;23:19;26:3;31:2,9;
none (2) Office (2) 56:12,15,16,19;57:5; | page (5) 32:16;34:2,6;35:7,8,37:2;
40:24;75:15 9:2;42:10 58:5 31:20;33:2;51:3,18; 38:6;42:20;47:13;49:9;
nonmembers (1) officially (4) otherwise (1) 535 50:18,18;53:19;54:2,23;
38:18 11:24;12:12;14:3; 54:24 paid (2) 55:2;57:19;65:5;69:15,
nonprofit (1) 60:18 ours (1) 21:10;75:3 19;73:22
34:22 often (2) 59:17 Panait (2) percentage (1)
normal (1) 20:14,73:5 ourselves (1) 6:13,18 68:15
48:17 oftentimes (1) 47:9 papers (1) Perfect (2)
normally (1) 21:2 out (46) 73:14 756,11
21:15 old (1) 3:7,17,9:17;12:15; paperwork (1) performing (1)
north (17) 50:1 17:6;20:18;23:10;24:15, 43:11 13:9
11:13;16:11;17:4,4,22; | Olmsted (2) 23;25:9;26:11;30:15; | parcel (3) per haps (1)
18:16,20;19:3,4,41:8,15; |  42:22,23 31:21;32:10,23;33:9; 45:18,18,18 68:23
45:4;65:19;66:23,24; | once (9) 34:24;35:23,36:14,17,18; | park (6) period (7)
67:19;71:19 12:23;13:14,16;15:17; 37:12;43:1,12;44:9,24; 55:7;56:19,19;57:9,20, 4:15;8:9,12;14:5;
northern (2) 20:15,25;21:8;22:5;73:5 | 45:7;47:10;48:14;49:19; 20 27:22;32:3,25
36:12;51:25 one (65) 53:7;54:17;55:10;58:21; | parked (1) permission (1)
northwest (2) 4:8,9,10;5:4,5;6:10; 59:3,11;60:6,23;68:8,8; 55:3 30:4
51:23;58:11 11:1;13:18;14:16;16:7,9, 71:7,73:12,16;74:3,25; | Parks (2) permit (12)
note (9) 19;17:5;19:10;21.1, 75:17 38:23;39:1 7:11;10:21;11:2,2,14;
19:9;21:1;33:15;45:2, 22:21,23,24;26:12;27:8; | outdoors (1) part (19) 16:7;18:25;43:16;47:22;
25;52:8;60:10;70:3; 29:24;30:15;32:10;33:9, 384 9:8;10:3;16:17;17:6; 60:5;61.21;62:4
73:12 15;34:4,8,10;40:1,7,20, | outline (1) 19:13,13;20:10;24:7; | permits (5)
noted (1) 25;41:4;42:13;45:15; 27:14 30:22;39:23;44:20;45:1; 8:21;9:18,21;20:13,14
14:22 49:5,5;50:17,23;52:3,5, | outreach (1) 49:1;53:15;56:19;63:7; | permitted (5)
notes (2) 10,25;54:5;57:13;58:9; 19:24 64:12;67:10;75:9 5:22;10:16;40:4;44:2;
3:24;71:5 59:7,13,13,24;60:2,2,10; | outside (3) partially (1) 64:14
notice (2) 61:11,62:23,65:23; 8:11,14:4;44:4 17:5 permitting (2)
5:2,3 68:24;69:11,16,16,16; | outweigh (1) participate (3) 9:12;43:20
noticed (1) 70:2,2;73:11,19 73:19 3:18;7:2,13 person (5)
58:13 one-on-one (1) over (19) participating (2) 33:18;34:4,8;70:23;
notification (1) 32:21 6:7,17;17:3,25;27:25; 6:5;75:17 74:11
337 ones (2) 28:25;35:1,8;36:15;38:6; | participation (1) personal (1)
notify (1) 27:20,67:8 50:12,12,64:2,4,65:10; 76:3 67:2
31:22 ongoing (1) 72:8,9;74:21,75:22 | particular (6) personally (1)
noting (1) 20:24 overall (1) 10:15;40:18;65:10,22; 55:4
68:1 online (2) 16:5 70:9,12 persons (2)
number (4) 33:1;58:23 Overland (3) particularly (1) 37:18,41:4
41:1;57:16;69:11,12 | only (7) 49:14,14;52:7 67:7 per spective (1)
numbers(2) 13:6;38:2;43:3;45:17; | overseen (2) partner (2) 61:1
4:25,5:1 49:4,57:20;58:24 13:7;60:17 35:19;39:3 Peter (1)
onto (2) oversight (1) partnered (1) 52:15
@) 36:15;45:15 10:12 38:22 phase (1)
open (7) overview (2) partners(3) 20:5
objective (1) 5:12;15:23;19:24;31:4; 14:13;21:11 19:6,10,16 phone (1)
24:17 49:10;56:23;65:22 owls (1) parts(3) 8:15
observations (1) Operator (1) 53:7 22:21,23;51:19 pick (4)
67:3 14:18 own (6) party (2) 5:5;31:2;44:14,62:7
Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters (8) new - pick

(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
picking (2) 63:1 14:8;49:23;52:14 8:4;11:8;37:8;63:14, | Rapidan (1)
36:2;41:10 possible (5) Proceedings (1) 18,20;69:18 69:6
piece (4) 5:15;19:1,7;29:15; 76:4 provide (10) rarely (1)
21:7;37:3;49:18;,53:15 | 66:20 process (36) 7:8,9;8:7,9:4;10:11; 61:18
pile (1) possibly (3) 6:16,17,21;7:11;8:18, 15:5;25:24;45:2;59:12; | ratepayers (3)
50:1 45:8;65:24;71:11 23;9:1,4,8,12;10:19; 717 51:8,9,67:5
piles (1) potential (15) 11:19,21;13:25;15:8; | provided (2) rates (1)
47:11 7:24;8:4;24:12,12 17, 18:3;19:18,23;20:5,6,9, 25:17;72:18 10:11
Pine (3) 25:5;26:19,22;27:1,6; 16;22:5,24;25:4;28:14; | providers (1) rather (1)
49:16;56:14,66:24 30:1,20;61:22;63:5,15 43:20;58:13;59:20; 10:13 30:15
place (4) potentially (2) 61:20;64:13;69:22; | Public (24) rationale (2)
13:5;18:6;29:21,63:4 37:7,72:2 70:15;72:25;73:19,20 3:4;4:7,14,24;5:9,10, 67:10,14
placed (2) Power (17) produce (1) 12,25;6:9;8:12,18;9:3; | ravine (1)
20:22;66:11 18:3;19:14,16;30:17; 55:20 10:5,14;11:23;12:2; 37:13
places (2) 41:6;51:23;54:16;55:1,3; | professional (1) 15:23,25;19:15;38:6; | reach (1)
26:8;53:13 57:7;,61:14,15;67:17, 10:12 39:21,25;40:20;61:2 9:17
plan (4) 73:17,21,24;74:2 proficiency (1) publicly (1) read (3)
40:18;54:11;56:25; | practice (1) 38:24 4:17 3:25;5:23;26:10
57:15 48:16 progress (1) PUC (9) reading (1)
planned (3) Prairie (3) 5:11 15:11;20:3;43:15;44:5; | 32:6
11:15;42:12;57:9 49:17;66:22;67:22 Project (71) 51:12;60:7;65:13;67:10; | real (2)
planning (1) precedent (1) 4:6,23;5:13,17,21,24; 70:17 28:23;53:18
39:2 44:15 6:14,23;7:9,25;8:1,25; | pulling (2) realized (1)
plans (2) prefer (1) 9:7,19,19;,10:15;11:5,16; | 47:5,8 56:23
57:2;59:3 36:9 14:14,15,19,22;15:16; | purpose (1) really (10)
please (3) preliminary (4) 16:5,7,17;18:2,13;19:9, 77 23:22:26:1;39:20;41:1;
32:13;39:7;42:1 15:15,18;16:2;20:1 11,14,21,22;20:16,18; | push (1) 47:25;52:12;54:8,21;
plenty (5) prepare (2) 22:21;23:1,3,5,20;24:12; |  45:15 72:7,76:2
4:19;12:24;31:14; 8:24;24:14 25:1,16;26:13,14,20,23; | put (22) reason (6)
73:14,15 present (1) 27:2,9;28:16;29:7;30:11, 25:3;28:25;29:21;30:4; |  31:9;36:7;40:9;60:3,4;
plus (2) 59:1 14,18,19,21;31:10;33:5; 31.5,6;32:7;35:16;38:8, 66:10
31:12;56:17 presentation (3) 37:7;39:24;40:2,3;45:13; 17;47:17;49:3;50:1; | reasonable (1)
pm (1) 4:22:7:4;52:2 48:2:53:5;59:3:62:11,15, 55:16;57:12;60:6:;62:24; 10:11
76:4 preserve (1) 17;63:14;64:13 63:19;65:18;67:8;68:19; | reasons (6)
point (20) 45:21 projects (7) 70:18 7:23;36:8,10;38:13,13;
6:16;20:7,21;30:15; | president (1) 14:16;24:21;50:22,22; | puts(2) 39:8
46:1;59:11;63:3;64:15; 42:5 51:15,19;68:2 29:2;74:25 Rec (2)
65:8,9,14,16,66:7,9;67:4, | pressure (1) project's (1) putting (1) 38:23;39:1
12;68:22,24;69:8;72:24 | 33:22 31:19 53:12 receive (2)
points (2) pretty (3) promoted (1) 25:24;64:21
11:20;32:9 30:22;31:11;54:20 57:23 Q received (3)
pole (1) prevalent (1) proper (1) 5:1;64:23;66:1
74:2 451 38:19 quail (1) recent (1)
poles (11) previous (1) property (23) 53:8 13:19
21:12,15,22;22:2; 70:15 17:16;26:6;34:25;35:9; | quarter (1) recently (2)
46:22;54:13;55:1;57:16, | prices (1) 36:12,16;37:11;38:12,17, 37:10 18:23;57:23
17,63:1,4 42:21 19;44:11,18,45:14;46:11, | quick (3) recommendation (5)
pond (1) primary (1) 24:47:11,1417:52:11,16; | 11:6;21:11;33:25 30:12;60:20,25;61:4,7
37:16 66:14 53:3,56:4;75:23 quite (3) recommendations (2)
populated (4) prions (3) proposal (4) 9:22;32:23;54:8 9:6;29:11
17:2;59:8,14,14 49:25;50:1,4 65:10;67:15;69:16; recommended (1)
population (4) prior (1) 71:20 R 59:21
58:16,20;59:6;68:9 68:10 propose (3) recommending (1)
portion (13) priority (1) 56:24,65:13;73:4 railroad (4) 24:5
16:12,16,24;17:4,7,20, 6:1 proposed (32) 67:24,68:5,16,16 record (7)
20,24;18:4,5,13,13,63:19 | private (1) 4:6;6:22;7:9,25;8:25; |rain (2) 3:22;32:14;33:6;52:8;
portions (1) 54:9 9:7,11:5,11;16:4,20:2; | 37:9;53:21 60:21,24,61:4
19:10 probable (1) 21:11;24:12;25:1;26:20, | raise (1) redo (1)
position (1) 58:16 22;27:2,9,28:3,16;43:7,9; 49:11 48:25
66:4 probably (6) 49:22;53:3,12;56:18; | ramifications (1) refer (1)
positive (1) 20:20;38:8;40:14; 57:7,58:4,17,22;62:1, 45:21 72:11
5:17 42:18;43:22;50:24 68:5;72:23 range (1) reference (2)
possibility (1) problem (3) proposing (7) 72:3 27:17,70:19

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(9) picking - reference



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project Pinelsland PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.
Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
referring (2) resear chers (1) 63:11;64:3;65:18;67:1; 11:11;43:2;47:1;49:18, | season (1)
26:17;74:17 74:18 70:8;72:6,23;74:1,2 22;50:3;51:23;52:10; :
refine (2) reside (1) rights (1) 54:19;64:3 second (2)
43:25;73:6 71:19 22:6 rundown (1) 63:11;65:9
reflected (1) residents (1) risk (1) 24:2 section (7)
13:3 58:5 53:20 running (3) 17:23;18:10;46:10;
regarding (2) resilience (1) River (9) 53:19;68:12;74.8 49:3;52:5;53:1;72:14
30:7;57:3 15:1 4:5;11:12;16:14;17:25; | runoff (1) sections (1)
regards (4) resour ce (3) 36:14;57:13;68:6,24; 53:21 75:24
56:13;72:22;73:11; 27:16;57:2;74:20 69:10 runs(2) secured (1)
74:20 Resour ces (4) rivers (1) 44:10;66:22 40:23
region (3) 9:16;44:25;72:1,7 57:13 rural (1) Seeing (1)
14:20;15:2,6 respect (1) road (8) 68:8 75:15
regional (2) 25:19 21:6;41:8,8;52:14; RYLAND (2) segment (24)
14:18;15:6 respectful (2) 57:11,63:5;71:21;72:24 |  56:10,11 8:5;16:9,10,12,15,19,
regulate (1) 32:11;38:3 roads (3) R-Y-L-A-N-D (1) 20;17:3,13,18;18:5,12,20,
10:8 respond (2) 15:13;36:2;48:9 56:11 20;19:12,12;21:20;27:25;
regulation (2) 13:15;60:15 robust (2) 29:5;41:24;46:9;49:2;
10:12;71:12 responsible (1) 12:18;14:20 S 52:3,62:3
reimburse (1) 48:22 Rochester (17) segments (5)
48:17 rest (2) 11:14;16:11;17:4; sad (1) 16:8;19:10,16;26:24;
related (1) 7:4;,27:21 18:16;19:3,4,14;34:18, 54:8 295
14:8 restoration (4) 19,22;37:5;38:23;42:24; | safe (2) selected (7)
release (2) 20:22,24,22:18;48:23 | 66:23;67:20;68:6;69:1 |  36:3;38:15 20:10,12;29:24,25;
12:9,10 restricted (1) role(2) safest (1) 61:20,25;73:5
reliability (1) 60:3 24:3,3 39:1 selecting (1)
15:1 retired (1) room (4) safety (4) 67:10
reliable (1) 35:22 13:6;17:9;43:22,23 38:3,13;53:23;73:12 | selection (2)
14:20 reuse (1) roughly (1) SAM (14) 25:10,12
relocate (1) 18:7 32:16 3:1,3,10,13,23;6:9; sell (1)
18:4 revamped (1) round (1) 14:12;23:11;24:9;33:15; 36:5
relocated (2) 70:13 744 60:10;61:11;75:4,25 |seller (1)
16:17;47:15 revenue (1) roundabouts (1) same (10) 35:12
relying (2) 15:6 55:16 13:5,6,6;33:20,23;34:3; | semi-controlled (1)
70:16;74:13 review (13) rounds (1) 50:7;54:14,14;67:18 69:6
remember (4) 6:21,8:23;12:24,25; 15:23 sandwich (1) Senate (1)
29:23;47:25;55:7;69:3 |  16:2;20:5;23:13,17;24:4, | route (61) 48:9 10:7
remembers (1) 10,17,24;43:17 7:11,8:5,5,20;10:21; | save(2) separ ate (9)
56:22 reviewed (1) 11:2;16:21,22;17:13,14; 40:19;69:14 11:10;16:8;18:2;26:15;
remove (1) 6:3 18:14,19;19:19,23;20:10; | saw (2) 61:1,2,20;65:15;71:7
29:1 reviewing (1) 21:9;23:20;25:10;26:24; 53:9;69:15 separation (1)
renewable (2) 20:6 27:4,23,24,25;29:4,5,5, | saws (1) 57:8
14:24;73:18 reviews (1) 25;30:9,9;32:19,20;36:9; 36:2 September (3)
renewables (1) 8:20 38:11;41:17;42:12;43:15, | saying (1) 13:22;15:24,56:21
15:3 Rich (36) 19,20,24,25:44:1,2,424; | 41:10 serve (1)
replace (2) 6:24;12:20;23:9,11,23; |  46:2;53:12;54:14;56:13; | scenarios (1) 34:20
47:16;67:6 24:1;33:24,34:5,13; 59:13,21;60:2;61:21; 66:9 served (1)
replaced (1) 39:10,12,18;41:19,22; | 62:2,3,4;64:12;65:12,22; | schedule (1) 39:24
68:22 44:20,45:9;46:6;47:19; 67:10;73:5,8 19:21 service (4)
report (2) 49:8;52:20;56:9;58:7,19; | routes (18) scheduled (1) 10:8,13;11:16;20:22
9:4;60:19 59:9,22,60:9;61:17, 15:9,15,18,20;16:2,3; 11:16 services (1)
reporter (2) 62:12,64:17,69:24,71:4, 20:2,8,12,15;22:5;24:15; | schedules (1) 10:10
3:24,42:1 16;74:15,23;75:7,13 25:2;26:24;44:8;61.:20; 3:17 serving (1)
representative (1) right (56) 66:16;75:24 scope (5) 51:5
: 3:1,10,15;4:2,10;14:2; | routing (2) 7:13,18;27:5;32:19; | setting (1)
requested (1) 17:8,10,17,19,21;20:4,23; |  15:8;52:18 61:9 9:5
12:13 21:2,3,6,20;22:1,8,11; | row (1) scoping (8) seven (1)
required (1) 24:1;25:21;27:6,6;29:9; 28:18 12:10,11;24:4;25:4,19; 46:10
11:2 31:19;33:24;34:11; |RPU (2) 27:13;28:14;58:15 Seventh (1)
rerouted (1) 35:10;38:5,7;39:12; 42:5,6 screen (1) 58:11
40:17 40:13,22;41:6,24;42:8, | rule (1) 5:1 several (3)
rerouting (1) 12;43:17,18,21;44:7,9; 70:5 searches (1) 12:25;54:2;57:1
40:10 46:11;49:8;53:2;58:1; | run (10) 58:23 Shaddix's (1)

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(10) referring - Shaddix's




Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
5:23 37:21:43:2,4;56:20 51:24 47:22:61:16;70:4;71:11; 18:7;21:13,13;22:3,17;
Shady (3) sitting (3) space (2) 75:18 63:12,20;67:7;68:4,70:13
56:18;57:11,18 25:22,44:17,45.7 31:4;52:23 stated (3) studied (2)
shape (3) situation (2) span (1) 26:13;40:2;70:20 60:15;64:11
7.22;12:4;60:12 67:18;68:18 21:20 statement (12) studies (4)
sharp (1) size(3) spans (2) 7:1,14,15;8:25;12:6; 71:25;72:10;74:16,22
21:14 26:14;30:13;40:3 21:22;22:2 13:18,20;24:5,25;44:21; | study (19)
SHASSLER (2) skim (1) sparsely (2) 52:13;53:5 7:21,23;12:5,18,19;
52:22,23 49:24 59:7,14 statements (1) 13:10,13,14;30:19;43:7,
SH-A-SSL-E-R (1) |dide(13) speak (8) 40:1 8,16;46:2;47:8;60:12;
52:24 9:8;23:8;25:20;26:15, | 4:17;26:9;33:21;45:17; | States (1) 66:5,6;74:11,75:3
shed (1) 18;27:2;28:12;29:9; 49:9,11;55:14;63:18 55:9 studying (3)
28:18 32:24,25;33:10;45:4; | speaker (1) state's (1) 25:5;66:6;68:19
sheet (2) 61:24 32:11 7:10 stuff (5)
31:18,18 dides (2) speaking (2) stations (1) 23:4;53:22;55:10;
sheets (1) 33:10;58:13 56:13;57:22 75:22 73:12,19
70:23 small (1) specific (3) stay (2) sub (3)
shifts (1) 69:8 21:7;74:16,23 18:6;32:11 65:19;66:18,19
28:25 smaller (5) specifically (4) stays (1) Submit (4)
shoes (1) 17:9,12;18:21;22:2; 21:9;23:5;25:8;51:4 44:1 31:20,22;33:1;48:14
69:17 70:6 spectrum (1) stedl (2) submitted (8)
shoot (1) smarter (2) 72:8 21:12;63:1 11:23;15:10;18:25;
38:15 55:13,23 spell (2) steep (1) 20:2;29:6;57:1;58:25;
shoots (1) snapshot (4) 32:13;42:1 54:5 60:22
37:2 6:7;11:6,18,18 spent (1) step (1) subscribe (1)
shortage (1) socioeconomic (1) 69:2 12:1 336
55:8 51:9 spoke (1) step-down (2) substation (9)
shortly (1) soil (3) 45:11 65:17,66:7 16:11,13;17:4;18:17,
68:1 22:7,46:16;50:5 sprawl (1) STEPHEN (4) 19:3;65:17;66:23;67:1;
show (4) solar (2) 55:13 64:18,19;70:8;71:9 69:8
41:23;60:14;64:24; 55:18;72:5 spreading (1) S-T-E-P-H-E-N (1) substations (1)
73.8 sold (1) 50:6 64:19 67:25
shown (1) 35:12 staff (4) steps (1) sudden (1)
46:3 somebody (6) 29:10;33:4;44:3;75:17 | 22:20 43:11
side (17) 23:6;29:2;48:14;54:18; | stage (1) still (8) suddenly (1)
18:2;19:11;21:19,21; 64:7,74:11 22:23 4:19;13:16;37:11, 70:18
41:8,8,15;45:4;47:22; | sometime (2) staging (1) 41:12,16;63:21;67:3; | SUE (4)
49:5;56:15;57:7,14,20, 20:20;42:11 46:20 75:22 33:25;34:11,14;39:11
21;63:12;71:21 Sometimes (4) stakeholder (1) stop (1) suggest (4)
sides(2) 22:11;33:17;48:10; 19:24 14:5 31:2,9;41:14,65:10
46:21;54:21 59:22 stakeholders (1) storage (1) suggested (5)
sideways (1) somewhat (1) 20:17 36:24 27:25;30:9;62:1,66:4;
74:5 21:24 staking (1) straight (2) 70:18
signed (1) somewhere (3) 22:9 53:2;67:23 suggesting (2)
49:9 28:17;41:12;73:24 stamp (1) strategies (1) 28:20;67:16
significance (1) soon (2) 316 24:18 suggestion (1)
26:5 29:15;74:3 stand (1) stray (5) 66:12
signs (1) sorry (3) 66:13 55:2;72:1,14;74:24; | suggestions (3)
38:17 29:6;39:13;52:7 standard (1) 75:8 27:20;,28:12;29:4
Silver (3) sort (3) 27:15 Street (8) suitable (1)
68:2,10,25 5:12;37:21,61:3 standing (1) 34:19;35:10;36:8;39:8; | 52:17
similar (1) sorts(2) 46:13 41:5,15;54:3;58:11 | summer (1)
17:11 9:16;12:19 standpoint (1) stretch (1) 35:6
single (3) sourced (1) 57:5 56:14 summertime (1)
36:1;55:15;74:9 55:18 start (7) strictly (1) 46:19
single-circuit (1) south (8) 11:15;29:14;33:13; 43.8 super (1)
17:23 16:24;17:13;35:11, 43:24;65:6;73:6,16 | stringing (1) 63:4
single-pole (2) 41:7;56:15;64:8;65:19; | started (3) 22:18 supervisor (1)
21:13,15 71:21 3:2;40:4,15 strip (2) 29:10
sit (1) southeast (1) starts (1) 44:10,17 support (2)
32:5 51:24 22:15 structure (2) 14:19;55:11
site (7) Southern (4) state (9) 21:16;65:18 supports (1)
8:20;22:14;36:16; 19:15;45:1;50:23; 9:13;20:4,6;32:13; structures (10) 15:6

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(11) Shady - supports



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
suppose (1) terms (4) 3:16,18;4:3;5:14;6:8; | treed (1) United (1)
61:16 10:18,18,20;21:1 7.22,25:20;27:21;30:22, | 43:1 55:8
supposedly (1) terrain (5) 25;31:7;32:16;62:23; | trees (6) units (2)
50:1 21:18,24;53:20;54:4; 63:15;69:19;75:17 28:18,42:21,47:3; 8:17,9:11
sure (15) 56:1 tonight's (2) 53:13;73:15,20 universities (1)
10:2;22:14;27:5;29:16; | test (1) 7:7;,60:11 Trevor (3) 74:17
30:23;36:2;38:18,21; 38:24 Tony (18) 6:11,12,14 unless (1)
39:6,24;52:16;56:22; | tests (1) 58:10,10;59:2,19;60:7; | tried (1) 60:1
61:8;63:2;71:6 74:12 61:8,13;62:9,14,19,22; 42:18 unthinkable (1)
surface (1) thankfully (2) 63:3,9,13,21,25;64:6,16 |try (16) 37:15
49:25 72:23,74:2 tools (1) 9:23;32:18;35:17,; up (47)
surveys (1) Thanks (3) 15:13 36:24;38:14,15,15;42:19; 4:17;5:1,5,6:10;7:5;
22:7 3:14;14:12;56:8 top (2) 46:3;48:6;59:23,23; 10:19;18:16;24:9;25:21;
Susan (1) that'll (1) 31:20 60:23;65:6;73:7;74:10 |  26:16;31:2,5,17,25;32:7,
34:17 25:2 topics (1) trying (11) 8,10,12;33:20;35:8,16;
swear (1) Therefore (1) 27:15 26:2:28:19;36:4;41:11, 36:2,8;37:22;38:17;39:7,
35:25 66:14 tough (1) 22;45:14,19,47:7,9; 17,42:17,44:13;46:24;
System (8) thinkers (1) 59:23 69:14;70:24 47:3,4,5,8,9,18;49:9,10;
14:17,23,25;15:1,3; 54:11 towards (4) turkey (2) 50:9,10;51:19;54:6;
26:16;30:6;70:7 thinking (1) 20:8;27:13;32:19; 36:20;53:7 58:13;59:17;70:16;
4:20 53:22 turned (1) 73:14;74:1
T third (5) town (2) 71:13 update (1)
12:1;24:20;72:19; 17:8;38:22 twice (1) 13:19
table (6) 74:11,75:3 Township (3) 35:15 upgrade (2)
23:16;27:12,15;31:2; | though (1) 46:10;,64:21;71:19 two (24) :6,
49:9;74:24 66:7 track (4) 4:8,11;10:18,19;15:23; | Upgrading (2)
tailor (1) thought (1) 34:9;,67:24,68:16,17 16:10,20;17:3,13;18:18; 15:34
27:3 73:15 tracked (1) 19:10,11;21:15;35:25; | upsetting (1)
talk (12) thoughts (1) 50:9 39:2;42:14;56:15,16; 54:15
4:21;5:13;6:21,25;9:7, | 5:17 trackers (1) 57:13;58:8;69:12,15,18; | upsize (1)
9;12:20;14:7;21:2;23:19; | threat (1) 64:15 73.22 67:9
47:23;75:21 50:14 tracks (1) type (6) upsized (1)
talked (1) three (9) 55:23 26:15;30:11,14,17; 67:18
58:14 10:8;16:12;17:18;18:5; | trails (1) 72:1,22 urbanization (1)
talking (7) 19:12;36:13;46:9;57:10; 57:12 Typical (3) 55:14
6:22;34:16;40:8;54:12; 73:22 transcripts (1) 21:17,20;22:5 use (20)
58:24;63:8;70:6 throughout (7) 5:24 typically (7) 23:14,27:17;28:22;
talks (1) 6:13,16;9:14;11:19,20; | transit (1) 15:17;21:13,23,25; 30:2;37:10;40:22;47:9;
51:4 14:20;20:16 54:20 22:19;44:4,48:15 48:8,17,18;54:2,13;
tapped (1) Thursday (2) Transmission (33) 57:25;59:3;60:3;61:10,
66:1 4:12,13 4:5;7:10;10:24;11:3,9; U 10:63:20;64:15;67:12
target (1) tile (2) 14:18,22;16:22;17:15,16; used (5)
38:16 48:18,19 21:5;30:13,16;50:14; |ultimately (1) 21:5;39:24;40:23,47:4;
tax (7) tiles (1) 52:15,18;54:12,14;64:24, 59:16 51:25
15:6;42:10,22,24; 48:16 25;65:1,3,7,7;70:3,4,5,7, | unavoidable (1) useful (3)
45:21;56:2,5 tiling (2) 12,22;71:2,10;72:11 25:14 25:24,26:1;28:4
teach (1) 48:10 Transportation (2) under (9) uses (1)
42:18 timeline (1) 9:15,21 4:24,37:24:53:24;55:3, 58:16
team (1) 9:9 traversing (1) 5,7,66:2,11;70:4 using (1)
15:11 times (2) 37:14 underneath (1) 15:13
telephone (1) 34:10,48:2 TRAVIS(9) 57:10 usually (1)
10:9 timing (2) 71:17,18;72:17,21, under stands (1) 62:2
telling (1) 30:18;47:24 73:10;74:19;75:2,6,10 |  41:13 Utilities (12)
13:13 titled (1) treasurer (1) unfortunately (4) 3:4;4:24;5:9;6:9;8:12,
tells (1) 27:13 34:18 41:9;45:8,9,16 19;10:5;11:23;19:15;
745 today (11) treat (1) UNIDENTIFIED (5) 54:10;61:2;65:13
ten (8) 4:9,6:2;12:3,3;13:1,25, | 42:23 3:9,12;23:22,25;42:7 | utility (3)
40:12,14;47:17;55:16; 12;36:18;42:5;50:12 | treated (1) unique (1) 10:10,13;19:6
62:24,67:20;70:15;74:3 | tomorrow (1) 33:19 27:9 utilize (2)
tends (1) 4:11 treats (1) unit (3) 35:6;69:21
51:23 ton (1) 42:24 8:19;23:14,18 utilizing (2)
term (1) 33:10 tree(3) unite (1) 67:21,22
7:16 tonight (16) 22:10;74:1,6 57:9

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(12) suppose - utilizing



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Pineldland

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 9, 2024
17:10;20:23;21:2,3,21; 25:22
\V/ 22:1,9,11;28:3;38:8;39:1; | wood (3) Z 2
40:22;41:16:42:20;43:17, 67:3,8;68:21
18,19,21;44:7,19;58:24; | wooded (1)
Vaggi}’, @) 63:11,64:22,67:9,25; 73:23 Zaggij @) 203%:)22
valuable (1) 72:89 wooden (1) zoomed-in (1) 2010 (1)
42:25 ways (7) 70:13 75:23 56:21
value (2) 16:11;21:6;25:6;26:13; | word (1) Zumbro (2) 2020 (5)
21:10;56:3 40:2,54:11;55:10 68:20 35:12;36:14 16:13;19:14;40:7;
valued (1) Wazeppa (1) words (1) Zumbrota (2) 46:10;47:3
321 7010 456 65:23;71:20 2022 (1)
varies (1) weasels (1) work (7) 19:22
21:24 53:.8 3:19;28:5;35:23:38:20; 0 2023 (2)
veers (1) website (3) 39:4,4;48:9 15:24:19:22
74:4 4:24,23:2;31:17 worked (2) 0-V-E-R-L-A-N-D (1) | 2024 (6)
verbal (1) week (1) 39:22;70:12 49:15 11:22;12:9,16;19:22;
30:25 48 working (8) 20:5;39:3
verification (1) weekend (1) 3:13;18:3;19:5,18; 1 2025 (6)
15:19 35:9 29:15;43:24;53:24:73:7 12:17:13:4,14,21,23:
versus (2) weeks (2) works (3) 1,000 (12) 60:13
54:15;59:7 12:2537:11 31:1,8,43:20 43:6,7,9,12,12,14; | 2026 (2)
via (2) weigh (1) worry (2) 44:101645:1,7,72:22.24 | 11:15;20:20
61:16;65:17 5911 31:14,73:15 1,000-foot (2) 2030 (3)
viable (1) weighs (1) worth (5) 44:14,17 11:16;20:21,21
57:23 61:19 49:19,66:668:1,6,19 | 1.00 (1) 20-mile (2)
view (2) weight (1) write (1) 4:12 11:10;56:14
56:23;57:19 59:23 3L.7 100 (6) 22-532 (1)
VIRGINIA (2) weighted (4) writing (1) 11:4;21:18,35:3;37:22; | 4:25
52:22.23 33:18,23;41:3;58:18 392 16 43:10,19 230s (1)
virtual (1) west (9) written (5) 100-foot (1) 495
4:12 18:21;19:11;28:9;57:6, 4:15;6:3;8:9;33:18; 21:25 23-157 (1)
visually (1) 20,22;58:5;66:18;71:20 76:1 100-year (1) 4:25
29:21 whatnot (2) wrong (2) 70:25 25 (2)
voice (1) 54:19,55:23 40:6,52:5 11:00 (1) 42:18,59:3
5:10 what's (5) 4:12 26 (1)
voices (1) 10:1;17:24,25:23,28:2, X 110 (1) 20:5
10:2 61.4 65:4
voltage (11) whole (3) Xcel (17) 115 (1) 3
7:10:10:24:11:3:55:2: .35:6,9;62:11 4:6,6:22;11:7,8;14:11, 16:22
70:3,4,7,72:1,14;74:24; | Wide (1) 19:11,17;30:2,51:14; | 1200 (1) 3(1)
75:8 22:1 52:2;61:14;62:1,13;69:7; 21:23 51:20
vote (1) widen (1) 70,: 13;75:5,18 13 (1) 30 (2)
34:9 6310 Xcel's (2) 57:17 34:25;37:19
width (10) 33:3;50:20 130-mile (1) 300 (2)
W 21:21;22:9;43:15,21, 11:9 10:25:22:3
24,25;44:2,4,22;46:2 Y 14 (2) 34.5(1)
Wabaco (2) wildlife (2) 67:24;68:4 70:21
17:25;18:10 42:16,53.7 year (8) 150 (6) 345 (13)
waiting (1) wintertime (1) 15:24,20:3,34:21; 21:18,18,21;43:10; 4:5;11:9,11;16:20;
457 46:16 37:18,22,44:9,1148:3 |  44:13:46:20 17:10,19,24;18:6;21:17,
walking (2) wire (1) year-long (1) 1500 (1) 20;65:14;66:2,22
33:8,57:12 2218 6:17 11:4 3455 (1)
wants (2) wires (1) years (15) 16 (1) 66:17
45:13:54:15 _48225 . 34:25;35:1;39:2,23,25; 381 375 (1)
war ning (1) Wisconsin (2) 40:6,12,14,42:18,57:6; | 161 (18) 43:10
47:13 .35_25;64:3 59:4;62:24;67:20;70:15; 11:10,13:16:15;17:22:
wasting (2) within (12) 71:24 18:1,12;19:2;21:25,22:1; 4
49:23;50:4 15:1;18:21,25:8;35:3,; | yep (3) 40:10,16;43:10,18,65:17,
water (2) 43:21,23,25;44:1;45.7; 14:13;40:12;64:5 18:68:3,10,20 4(1)
47:1:53:21 56:16,57:17;74:3 yester day (2) 18 (1) 51:20
waterways (2) witnessed (1) 4:8,50:13 37:25 4,000 (2)
46:25,53:22 695 1st (4) 56:17;57:18
way (27) wondering (1) 4:16;8:10;32:4;75:25 | 40 (1)

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(13) vaguely - 40



Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project Pinelsland

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-9-24 - 6:00 p.m.

PINE ISLAND - 7-9-24 - 6:00 P.M.

July 9, 2024

16:19

43 (1)
35:13

4H (2)
34:23;37:20

5

500 (1)
22:3
52 (4)
54:19;56:23;57:5,11
524.7 (1)
62:17
577.2 (1)
62:18

6:00 (1)
4:13

62 (1)
51:3

63 (1)
51:18

69 (7)
16:25;17:5,8,12;65:2;
70:3,14

7.32(1)
72:15

7:51 (1)
76:4

75(2)
21:21;35:1

75-foot (1)
46:20

75th (7)
34:19;35:10;36:8;39:8;
41:5,15;54:3

8

8(1)
57:17
8:00 (1)
4:13
80 (1)
43:19
80- (1)
21:25
800 (1)
21:23

9

93-acre(1)
56:19

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - repor ter s@j anetshaddix.com

(14) 43 - 93-acre



In The Matter Of:
Mankato-Mississippi River 345 kV TL Project
Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157

KELLOGG - 7-10-24 - 6:00 P.M.
July 10, 2024
Kellogg - 7-10-24 - 6:00 p.m.

Shaddix & Associates
7400 Lyndale Avenue South
Qite 190
Richfield, MN 55423




Mankato-Mississippi River 345kV TL Project

Kellogg

KELLOGG - 7-10-24- 6:00 P.M.

Info & Scoping - 22-532 & 23-157 7-10-24 - 6:00 p.m. July 10, 2024
Page 1 Page 2

1 SCOPI NG AND | NFORVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 22-532 & 23-157 1 I NDEX
2 KELLOGG - JULY 10, 2024 - 6:00 P.M 2 SPEAKER PAGE
3 BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TIES COW SSI ON 3 Sam Lobby 3
4 AND DEPARTMENT OF COVMERCE 4 El | en Heine 13
5 5 Ri ch Davi s 24
6 In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy 6 Carol Overland 34
7 for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the 7 Al an Ml | er 36
8 Mankato - M ssissippi River 345 kV Transm ssion Line 8 Mauri ce Young 39
9 Project in Southeast M nnesota 9 Carol Overland 41

10 10

11 11

12 MPUC DOCKET NOs: E002/ CN- 22- 532 12

13 E002/ TL- 23- 157 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

1 St. Agnes Church Hall 1

18 115 Bel vi dere Avenue 18

Kel  ogg, M nnesota

19 19

20 JULY 10, 2024 20

21 21

22 22

23 23

24 24

25 COURT REPORTER:  Janet Shaddi x Elling, RPR 25

Page 3 Page 4

1 MR.SAM LOBBY: All right. Weareat 1 to talk about or to give the public information
2 6:00 so wewill go ahead and get the meeting 2 about the meeting. And so we'll give you some
3 started. 3 information about the project and talk about the
4 Thank you all so much for coming out 4 environmental study that's going to be done for the
5 today. Wereally appreciate having you out here. 5 project.
6 My nameis Sam Lobby, I'm with the 6  We've had PUC meetings going all week
7 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 7 starting on Monday. We had two on Monday. We had
8 Sonicetoseeyou al up heretoday. We g oneat 11:00, 11:00 to 1:00, and then 6:00 to 8:00.
o really, really appreciate you coming out and taking 9 And then we had two again yesterday at the same
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time out of your day and busy schedulesto come and
participate with us. Having local input and hearing
from you all is one of the most important pieces for
these sorts of projects. And | liketo let folks
know that as a staff member, for the public, when we
receive comments from the public, that's something
that the commissioners put alot of weight on.
We have with us a court reporter tonight,
so there's going to be an official transcript, and
the commissioners will read that transcript, and any
written comments you submit, they read those. So we
really, really appreciate you doing your civic duty
tonight and came to participate in this process.
Tonight we are here to talk about the
Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Line
Project proposed by Xcel Energy. Tonight we're here

times. And then we had one today, which isthis
meeting right here, and tomorrow we'll have two
virtual meetings.

So the virtual meetings tomorrow, anybody
iswelcome to attend if you do want to cometo a
second meeting. It will all be the same
information. But if you leave here tonight and
didn't make a comment and you think of something
that you want to say, you're more than welcome to
tune into the virtual meeting.

Or if it's more convenient, you can
submit written comments. The written comment period
isopen until August 1st. And one question | get
sometimes about commenting is people wonder if
coming here in person and speaking, if your comments
will be weighted heavier than if you provide a
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written comment, but they're weighted equally. So
if you're not somebody who likesto get up in front
of a crowd and speak, your comments will be looked
at just the same asif you submit written comments.
And, again, that comment period closes on
August 1st.

With that said, though, there's multiple
comment periods throughout this process, but at any
time, if you have a question or acomment, and even
if it's outside the comment period, if you have any
questions, you're more than welcometo call me at
the Public Utilities or Rich at the Department of
Commerce.

So the project, this particular project,
the record can be found on the Public Utilities
Commission website under docket numbers 22-532 and
23-157. If you have the meeting notice, there's
al so the information about how to access that stuff
online. If you did not get the meeting notice,
there are copies of it out front, so feel free to
help yourself.

All right. Sojust before | jJump into
the presentation itself here, | want to let folks
know that this meeting here tonight is for you al,
for the public. The Public Utilities Commission

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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holds these types of meetings to give the public a
voice. Decades ago thistype of process didn't
exist and so there wasn't the opportunity for the
public to provide input, but that's what tonight is
about. You al live here, you'relocals, you know
the area better than any of us or anyone else. So
you can be really helpful for providing comments,
guestions, providing information that will be
helpful for the commissioners to make a decision on
whether or not this project is permitted, and if it
is permitted, how it will be permitted. So we
really, really appreciate you coming here tonight.
The commissionerstake it very seriously and your
input isimportant, so thank you for being here.
So with that said, the agenda for tonight
is, first, | will give apresentation. I'm Sam
L obby with the Public Utilities Commission.
Onenote on that. Thelead for this
project that will take alittle over ayear, the
permitting process, so it's along process, Cezar
Panait is the name of the lead individual on this
project, I'm filling in for him tonight. So if
you're following this project for the next year or
so0 he's the name you're going to see. But with that
said, you're always more than welcome to reach out
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tomeand | can help you or direct you where you
need to go.

So | will give my presentation about the
review process. Then Ms. Heine with Xcel Energy
will talk about the proposed project itself. And
then after that Rich Davis with the Department of
Commerce will talk about the environmental review
and how you all can participate in that. And then
once our presentation is done, then the rest of the
meeting will be for you all to ask questions or
provide comments.

So the purpose of tonight's meeting isto
provide information about this project aswell as
the State's high voltage transmission line route
permitting process. We want to provide an
opportunity for you all to participate in developing
the scope of the EIS. So the EIS, that's an acronym
for environmental impact statement, that's
essentialy the study that will be done on the
project area.

So if you see the maps in the back, those
areas that are circled where the project is
happening, this study will be looking at that entire
area.

So the devel oping the scopeis

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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essentially what are we going to decide to study and
that's where you al can be very, very helpful for
usin helping usto shape what direction the study
goes.

So the way that you can help us with that
is by commenting on potential impacts of the
proposed project as well as commenting on methods to
minimize, mitigate, and avoid potential impacts,
which may include proposing aternative routes or
route segments for consideration.

We will aso provide our contact
information in case you have more questions later.

So the government unitsinvolved in this
are, of course, the Public Utilities Commission.
We're the government unit that reviews applications
and issues site and route permitsin Minnesota. So
as the regulating authority we are not for or
against this project or any project, we're just here
to kind of make sure that every party getstheir
chance to speak and to have their voice heard and so
that's what tonight is about, isto let you al have
your opportunity to provide input.

We also have the Department of Commerce
who manages the environmental review process for the
Commission and prepares an environmental impact
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statement on the proposed project.

And we also will have an administrative
law judge from the Office of Administrative Hearings
who will facilitate the public hearing later onin
the process, probably about nine or ten months from
now, and they will provide areport to the
Commission setting forth findings of fact,
conclusions of law, and recommendations on the
proposed project.

So the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission consists of five commissioners. They're
appointed by the governor and confirmed by the
Senate. So there's the five commissioners and then
we have about 80 staff members. We regulate three
service industries, electricity, natural gas, and
telephone. Our mission isto ensure safe, adequate,
and efficient utility services at fair and
reasonable rates. And we provide independent
professional oversight and regulation of utility
service providersin a manner that is consistent
with the public interest.

So in order for this project to get
permitted, there's two main terms that you'll want
to know and be familiar with, you'll seeit
throughout this process.

Page 10

The first thing that the project will
need to be given is called a certificate of need.

So any high voltage transmission line with a
capacity of 300 kilovolts or more and with more than
one mile of itslength in Minnesota requires a
certificate of need. So that's one of the things

that you can comment on, isis this project needed
and that sort of thing, and Rich will talk more

about that.

The other thing they need to have to
complete this project will be aroute permit, which
isfor any high voltage transmission line operating
at anominal voltage of 100 kilowatts or more and
greater than 1500 feet in length.

So if this project is approved, then
those two -- those are the two things that they
would need for it.

So | won't get too deep into the proposed
project itself because Ms. Heine with Xcel will talk
about the project and give you more detail on that.
But the basics of it isthat Xcel is proposing to
build a new approximately 130-mile 345 kilovolt
transmission line and a separate new 20-mile 161
kilovolt line. Excuse me.

The proposed project, or the proposed
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345 kV linewill run from Mankato to a Mississippi
River crossing near Kellogg, Minnesota. The 161
kilovolt line will be built north of Rochester.

If this project does get a permit,
construction is planned to start in 2026 and the
proposed scheduleisfor it to bein service by
2030.

So just to give you alittle timeline of
kind of what to expect and what will happen at
different processes.

The application was submitted in April of
2024, then the Commission accepted the application
as complete at the end of Junein 2024. The third
line down, the public information meetings, that's
where we're at tonight. So | kind of mentioned it
aready, but tonight a big part of what we have you
here for is to help give us comments on how do we
shape the environmental study that's going to be
done. Sotheresalot of information that you all
can give us that we may not know about, so that can
help us shape the direction the study is going.

Then in October of thisyear, an EIS
scoping decision will be released. So essentially
we take your feedback tonight and then we release a
scoping decision which says based on your feedback,

Page 12

thisiswhat we're going to study.

That takes several months, it'salong,
very comprehensive study that will be done on the
entire area, and the draft of the environmental
impact statement will be issued in March of 2025.
So once that isissued, then you'll have plenty of
time, you know, several weeks or a month or more to
review that and look at it and digest it. And then
amonth later in April we will hold apublic
hearing, and that's where the administrative law
judgewill comein. And so that will be avery
formal process and they will take your comments.

And then at that time, you know, at this
meeting we're looking for your input to help shape
the direction the study goes. Then at that meeting
in April you will have a chance to review what came
out of that study and then you can provide us
feedback a second time about did we look at all the
things that you wanted usto look at, are there
things that got missed, anything like that. So
that's what would happen at that hearing.

Then in June or July of 2025, the final
environmental impact statement would beissued. And
then in September of 2025 the Commission will issue
afinal decision asto whether or not the project is
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permitted.

So, with that, | will hand it over to
Ms. Heine with Xcel Energy.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Thanks, Sam.

Yep, I'll give abrief overview of the
project here.

So as he said, thisis the Mankato to
Mississippi River transmission project. The
project, the goal of thisproject is -- it's been
identified by MISO, the Midcontinent Independent
System Operator, which is the regional transmission
organization that we are part of here. And it's got
several different purposesthat it's serving. It's
along-range transmission project, so it isjust
part of the overall system improvement goals that
they're working on throughout the region, it helps
support the energy needed in Minnesota and
throughout the adjacent region as well.

S0 just some points about that. This
transmission line project and other similar ones
that have been proposed adds transmission capacity
to the system to accommodate increasing amounts of
renewabl e energy that are in more disperse areas
getting on the system. It helpsimprove reliability
and system resiliency throughout the area, and

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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creates greater access to low-cost renewable energy
to be able to connect to that system. And as part
of this project, because we're doing this and
utilizing existing transmission facilities,
transmission corridors, there's some upgrading and
updating of infrastructure facilities throughout the
region, which also helps create jobs and provide
economic growth in the region.

The process that we went through to
develop the routes that you see on the maps hereis
amultistep kind of iterative process that we went
through. So initially when we knew where the main
points where the project needs to go, but then the
team looked at maps using alot of environmental
data and information on houses and roads and things
like that and used al that to develop some
preliminary routes. So we had alot more segments
at one point on the map that we were evaluating and
looking at.

And then based on that information, our
project team did some field verification, went out
and looked at some sites and got a closer look at
some things, as well aswe did two rounds of public
open houses last year in May and September of 2023
where we spoke to alot of folksthat live along
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parts of this route and got feedback and
information. Wetook all of that aswell asthe
information we found on the ground and were able to
refine those routes and remove some of the not as
viable options from the route. So what you see on
the maps there is what was included in the
application that we submitted to the PUC.

So thisisalittle bit more of a
blown-up portion of what Sam showed on the other
map. The project asawhole, it'sa345KkV line
that will run from the Wilmarth substation in
Mankato to the Mississippi River near Kellogg and
crossesinto Wisconsin. And so we've divided the
project into four segments as well as one permit
with the PUC, but basically we broke that into
segments based on milestones along the way.

So that first segment runs from Mankato
to Faribault and then from Faribault to the North
Rochester substation, which is actually in Pine
Island.

And then segment three is the CapX 2020
line, which isthe green line on that map, that
North Rochester substation to the Mississippi River.

And segment four isthe 161 kV line.
That line currently resides on those CapX
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structures. So because we're proposing to place
that second 345 line on those structures, we're
identifying a new location for the 161 kV line
there.

And then I'll go through alittle bit
more detailed breakdown of those.

Segment oneis about 40 mileslong. Most
of the north option on that isfollowing an existing
115 kV line corridor that connects the Wilmarth to
the west Faribault sub, and then there's a south
option that utilizes some parts of a 69 kV
transmission corridor, but there's afew spots where
we went around some towns or identified some other
alternative areas because the 69 kV line went
through some smaller more populated areas.

And then segment two, which comes from
approximately the west Faribault substation over to
North Rochester. The north route on that segment
mostly followsa 69 kV line aswell, with some
portions that bypass the cities of Faribault and
Kenyon because that line was just too closeto go
into those locations. And the south route on that
portion of segment two is what we call agreenfield
route where there is not an existing transmission
line there so that would be a new transmission
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corridor.

And then as | mentioned, segment threeis
that portion that CapX tapped into the LaCrosse
project from the North Rochester substation to the
river. That lineright now, currently that portion
that you see, we've got two points on there, the
Chester Junction and the Wabaco Junction. Theline
between the North Rochester substation and that
Chester Junction is -- the 161 kV lineislocated on
the second line and the 345 is on the other side.
So that 161 kV lineis getting relocated. We will
be able to use -- the existing facilities that are
built on there now are 345 kV capable, so it doesn't
need to be rebuilt, it will be operated at 345.

The middle section between those two
junctions currently just has the 345 kV circuit
located on it. Sowell beinstalling the second
circuit between those two points, so the insulators
and the conductor will get installed, but the poles
that are there now will remain and will be the poles
that we will use for that.

And then from the Wabaco Junction to the
river, asimilar situation, thereis a Dairyland
Power line that's located on the second side of that
portion of the line now, so that line, under a
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separate docket number, is getting permitted for a
new location aswell. And Dairyland Power has been
involved in that project and is also available to
answer questions about that. But it's a separate
permitting process, but it's happening approximately
paralel to thisone. So that oneisalso being
reviewed by the PUC.

And then segment four isthe 161 kV line
so it'sthe portion of that existing 161 kV line as
aternative locations for that to move it off of
those existing CapX structures. In the application
we -- they crisscross a bit, but there was
essentially a segment four east and a segment four
west, we call them.

We've actually also filed four scoping
analyses and options. After we did some additional
analyses after the permit was filed, we determined
that it was possible that we could double-circuit a
portion of that line with an existing 161 kV line
that's shown by the dashed line on that map as well.
So it's not currently on the project website, but
welll get that shown on there aswell. So that was
arecent addition as far as aroute to study as part
of this project.

As| mentioned, we -- the portion of the
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project on the east side here is part of what was
the CapX 2020 project about ten years ago. So we're
working with a number of utility partners on that.

Asyou see there, Dairyland Power,
Rochester Public Utilities, Southern Minnesota
Municipal Power Agency, that's always a mouthful,
are al co-owners on those segments of theline. So
they are partners on this project, but Xcel Energy
isthe lead as far as developing the permit and
doing these proceedings, but we are working and
coordinating with them on the development of the
project. And then the western segments of that
would be Xcel Energy owned.

So thisisthe project schedule, and Sam
had talked about the regulatory schedule. In 2022
this project was identified by MISO as a needed
project. Soin'23 and up through now we started
that route development process. We did that public
stakehol der engagement and have done some
preliminary engineering on the proposed routes that
weveidentified. And then that certificate of need
and route permit applications were both filed
earlier this year.

So we're now in the middle segment
between 2024 to 2026. The permitting review with
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the state is underway. Once the state -- assuming
the state grants us a permit, at that point, once we
know what the final routes are, then they would
complete final engineering for the selected route.
And then a so begin negotiations with landowners to
secure easements for any areas where we need new
land rights. And also obtain any other permits.
There'stypically DNR or other -- Fish
and Wildlife sometimes, different types of permits
that we need that we can't really get until we know
which routes are selected, so there's some
additional what we call down chain permits that we
would acquire at that point. And throughout that
process we continue public and stakehol der
engagement to make sure that people are informed.
And then we're anticipating late 2026
construction would start on the project and would be
completed sometime in 2030, and then at that point
in 2030 the line would be placed into service.
Aswe talk about the project, alot of
times wetalk about easements and right of way
somewhat interchangeably, they're not exactly the
same thing. So when we talk about acquiring
easements, that's a permanent right to a portion of
the land and it's a specific piece of land that
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we're talking about, and landowners are paid for between polesis typically about 800 to 1200 feet in
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those easement rights if we get to acquire them from
them. Theright of way is more of aterm to
describe that land area or that corridor, and it's
used to describe rights of ways for roads and other
public facilities and stuff like that as well.

So we talked about this, so the right of
way for the 345 kV lineistypically 150 feet wide
and for the 161 kV lineit's typically 80 to 100
feet in width. And so within the easement, some
land uses are restricted within that easement just
for safe operation of the line, so that's part of
the easement process, is identifying exactly where
that location is and making sure that landowners are
compensated for any changein their land use.

The infrastructure that we're talking
about building as part of this project isthey'll be
single steel pole structures. So on occasion, on
some sharp angles, there may be atwo-pole
structure, but for the most part those will be
single pole steel. For the 345 kV line the typical
height is between 100 and 150 feet, that varies
depending on the terrain. And the right of way
width of the existing 345 would be 150 feet, so it's
75 feet either side of centerline. And the spans
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length.

And thenthe 161 kV line, as| said, it's
typically 80 to 100 feet for that right of way width
and those span lengths are allittle shorter, 300 to
500 feet for the spans between those structures.

Thetypical construction process. Once
we got through the permit process and we're issued a
permit and complete all our compliance requirements
through the PUC, then they start typically with soil
surveys, they do property staking to identify the
area where the easement will be located and
structure location.

Construction access and tree clearing
comes through first, so vegetation management comes
through and removes trees where that's needed, and
in some locations where it is wetter or things like
that, they have power construction mats that they
will install, and create matted roads to be able to
access more difficult areas.

Once that access stuff is completed then
they mobilize the construction equipment, begin
delivering materials and bringing things onto the
site. They start with the foundation construction,
so they'll drill it for those drill poured
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foundations and | et those cure, then the line crew
comes through and install structures that are bolted
onto those foundation and then they'll be stringing
the wire along those. And after that is all
completed, they'll come through and complete
restoration in those areas.

Typicaly, this processis taking place
in multiple places along the project all at the same
time. They'll get through, like, be further along
in one place and starting just the accessin a
literal location, so there might be multiple crews
at different points along the project, but they tend
to work in one direction, but there's often multiple
crews kind of doing the same thing in parallel
throughout that process.

And then here's just some additional
information about the ways you can find out more
about the project or contact us. Wedo havea
project website that is listed there aswell as an
email address asin an email that is monitored
regularly. So you can contact us through that or
the hotline number that's located on there. My
contact information is also on some of the other
information here, so you can also contact me.

But on the website there's an interactive
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map, there's some more handouts about the project
and other information, so you can go there and get
additional information, but you can also contact us
viathe email or website or through my contact
information directly.

MR. RICH DAVIS: All right. Thank you,

Ellen.

I'm Rich Davis, I'm with the Minnesota
Department of Commerce. 1'm an Environmental Review
Manager with the Energy Environmental Review and
Analysis unit, or EERA. My co-worker, Logan Hicks,
isintheback. We'l discuss some more, but he's
available to be contacted as well if you have
guestions or comments about the project as we go
through the process.

A little bit of an agenda. Kind of look
at our agency's role in the environmental review for
the project and for the permitting process. Scoping
for the environmental impact statement, or the EIS.
How to recommend route alternatives or route
segments alternatives. How to comment. And then
we'll open it up for comments and questions after
that.

So our main role at the Department of
Commerce is we provide the environmental review for
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transmission lines on behalf of the Commission. So
in doing that, we're looking for an objective
analysisthat will look at potential human and
environmental impacts of the proposed project.
Identifying strategiesto avoid, minimize, or
mitigate impacts. We do this from the standpoint of
being a neutral third party, so we don't advocate
for or against projects, we're just looking to
gather factual information. And ultimately our goal
isto put that information into an environmental
document like an EIS so that the commissioners can
understand the project, the potential impacts and
potential mitigation measures that can be included
so that they can make an informed decision.

Now, again, Sam mentioned it, for this
project we will be writing an environmental impact
statement. And this slide right here just kind of
goes through what's included in there. Well
include information on the proposed project, any
aternatives that are being looked at, so that will
include any of the routes that have been proposed by
Xcel, any routes or route segment alternatives that
are proposed at the public meetings or during the
comment period. And it also will include if there's
any system alternatives that are brought up for the
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certificate of need side of things aswell.

Again, were looking at potential human
and environmental impacts, so it's pretty broad, a
pretty broad brush that we're looking for. We're
looking for strategies to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate impacts.

Thisonel liketo point out, itisa
list of impacts that can't be avoided, that's
specifically identified for all the routes or any
alternatives so that the commissioners know if they
are to select one of those options, if there are
unavoidable impacts on there, they know that ahead
of time when making that selection.

And, again, we don't advocate for
anything, for or against the project, we're trying
to find factual information.

One thing that's not on the dide, the
EISwill also include an identification of permits
that are needed from other state or federa
agencies. While this comment period is going on,
we're reaching out to the public. We also work with
other state and federal agencies and tribes to get
input from them on a proposed project, or if they
would like to see uslook at any alternatives, we do
that as well.
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Thisoneisalot of text. But
essentialy at this point we're trying to develop
the scope for what will beinthe EIS. And by doing
that, it sets the tone for what's included for
analysis and what's included in the tabl e of
contents of it, and what we'll expand on aswe're
writing it.

One of the handouts back there, the draft
scoping decision document that was on that table
where you first walked in, towards the back of that
there's arough outline of the table of contentsin
there to give you an idea of what istypically the
standard and included in al of our environmental
documents that we look at in our analysis for
potential impacts. But it also isintended to help
the public kind of get engaged and wrap their head
around the idea of what they may want to suggest for
comments, or if additional items might be important
in those categories that they would like to point
out, that they'd like to bring to our attention.

It'simportant for usto get input on the
potential local resources that we may not be ableto
see on amap somewhere or have in a database
somewhere that we've pulled up, thingsthat are
important to local communities or to local
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landowners that we aren't going to know about it
very easily without somebody giving us a comment or
expressing it to us that it's out there.

And these questions on here are intended
to help guide, you know, what those comments might
be from anybody that's interested in providing a
scoping comment, just to help us build that table of
contents as we move forward to the EIS.

I'm just going to read through them here
fairly quick.

The first one there, are there other ways
to meet the stated need for the project? For
example, adifferent size project or adifferent
type of facility. That'swhat we refer to asa
system alternative. Sam had mentioned it. This
part is referring to the certificate of need or the
CN process that the Commission hasto look at. |
have a separate dide in alittle bit here that I'll
provide alittle more detail on that.

The next one, what potential human and
environmental impacts of the proposed project should
be considered in the EIS? Are there any methods to
minimize, mitigate, or avoid potentia impacts of
the proposed project that should be considered in
the EIS? Arethere any alternative routes or route
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segments that should be considered in the EIS to
address or mitigate potential impacts associated
with the proposed project?

The next dide | have ison how to
suggest route alternatives to help us capture the
detail that we'll need to carry them forward. And
then the last one, are there any unique
characteristics of the proposed project area that
should be considered in the EIS. And, again, from a
local perspective that's pretty helpful for us.

Route alternatives or route segment
aternatives. It'simportant for us to know what
the anticipated impact is of the proposed project,
where are the alternatives being suggested, so that
we can capture that detail and capture what is
potentially going to be avoided or minimized or a
mitigated workaround by using that alternative. And
that's important from our perspective because an
aternative hasto actually mitigate for an impact.
We can't smply say | don't want it by my house so
put it by my neighbor's house, because it's till by
somebody's house, so that isjust moving that impact
to somebody €else.

So making sure that we have that captured
asto what the impact is that is going to happen or
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potentially happen from the proposed project and
what can be minimized by using the alternative.
It's important that we get them submitted on time
and that they need to meet the need of the project
and they arefeasible.

With that said, | always put it out there
that I'm willing to work with anybody that has an
aternative.

If oneiscomingin, | need to have a map
to some extent so that we can capture the area
because we have to be able to analyze and categorize
the impacts that will happen from that alternative
Versus using the proposed project.

So whether it's tonight, via email, over
the phone, whatever it is, I'm more than happy to
work with folks in getting it on paper and working
out the details on things so that we can carry it
forward. Because as you can see on the dide on the
right-hand side, our staff hasto go through and
essentially vet those alternatives that comeinto
make sure that they're meeting the need of the
project, or they're actually mitigating an impact,
and that we can identify where they are on the
ground or where they would be. And then from a
feasibility perspective, we'll work with Xcel on
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that to bounce it, the alternative ideas off of them
to see where it fallsin from afeasibility
perspective.

One thing that | would point out as well,
if you suggest an alternative and it gets carried
forward into the EIS, do remember that if that
aternative or aternative route segment is selected
by the Commission as the -- as we know the routes
that will be built for the project, that can confer
eminent domain to Xcel to be able to acquire that
land that would be needed to make that alternative.

For CN alternatives, or the system
alternativesthat | kind of mentioned earlier, that
is different than aroute alternative. Itis
actually looking at the project asawhole and so it
would be a project or asystem of adifferent size,
type, or timing. So it could be something like
distributed energy or looking at a different size
transmission line, not necessarily just the location
of therouteitself. It'sthe project as awholeto
meet the need of the project that's being proposed.

Our EISwill study ano-build alternative
so we'll ook at the impacts of what will occur
assuming the line doesn't get constructed as it's
being proposed.
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How to comment. We're obviously out here
hoping somebody will talk to give us some comments.
So verbal comments tonight. This form is back there
on the table as well where you walked in. It's got
aspot right at the top, it's pretty simple, just
fill in your contact information, there's some space
at the bottom to write in comments. You fold it up,
it'sgot my name and address right on it, put a
stamp on it and it goes right to my box at work.
Also on that form, to tell people, even if you're
not going to comment tonight, you can fill it out
tonight if you want and hand it right to me as well.
But take it with you even if you think you might
comment because there's additional contact info on
there, my email is on there, the project websiteis
onthere. There'sall those questionsthat | just
read off are on part of it, soit's a pretty
informative piece of paper if you want one. Also,
again, mail or email. The comment period ends on
August 1st, just to remind everybody of that.

Those topics for comment, we'll put them
back up. And asfar as giving comments or
guestions, just some etiquette. One speaker at a
time. Our court reporter can only handle one person
talking at atime so she gets an accurate record.
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Be respectful of one another. Please state and
spell your name for Janet, our court reporter. |
normally limit thingsto five minutes, which | don't
think is going to be a problem at the moment. And
it's pretty helpful for usif you can try to direct
your comments and questions to the scope of the EIS
or route alternatives or system alternatives.

And thisone hasalot of info. It'sgot
the August 1st date on it. It's got all those
questions | mentioned before. It's got our website
on there and how to comment online. 1f you go
directly to the project website or web page on our
website, there'salink right at the top that says
Submit Comment and you click on it, it givesyou a
form that you can fill out, and that generates an
email and sendsit over to me and saysthereisa
comment available for the project, so that's another
way to do it aswell.

There's contact info for the PUC, myself,
Ellen with Xcel, and some information on eDockets on
there as well, and how to sign up for email
notification if you want. So picking up this
packet, that dide right there might be worth
grabbing the whole thing if you really want to keep
track of info for the project.

Page 34

With that, we'll open it up for questions
and comments.

Do you want to go right away, Carol?

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Sure. Carol
Overland. O-V-E-R-L-A-N-D, it remains the same.

I'm struggling trying to figure out what
tosay. Thisisnumber five, | missed number one.

Anyway, the EIS should disclose and
address that 161 Dairyland line that's east of the
Chester segment on that slide with number four,
where it goesto the east and then all of a sudden
it just like ends. We really should know what
happens after that.

And the EIS should consider phased and
connected actions, you know, if it's segmented, as |
understand. Maybe I'm wrong about that. But
something happens there off to the east of that
segment four and that should be looked at in the
ElS. Basic connected actions and cumulative impacts
aswell.

And thetiming of the Final EIS, | have
said this before, but the timing of the EIS needs to
come out before the public hearings, the evidentiary
hearing and briefing. Thereisn't ascheduling
order yet, but keep this in mind as the scheduling
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comes up. And public participation options are
missing in that handout, in the PowerPoint, because
there are options for participating in the
evidentiary hearing for a person, a public
participant who can enter evidence, can testify, can
submit briefing. This should be something that is
told to people. People don't know what they can do.

| hear so often, every day when I'm doing
one of these, oh, we can't do anything. Well, there
isalot that you can do. And in this particular
bunch of hearings, I've had clients going back 20
years in segment one and segment two, it was like 17
years, and we had the CapX people last night. You
can do something and these people were evidence that
they can have animpact. So people need to know
what they can do. And so these options should be
added in on that little process chart that'sin the
handout or PowerPoint.

Also, after the ALJissues a
recommendation, people who are affected can file
exceptions to that report. So people should know
that and then somehow get a clue as to what
exceptions are. Because this administrative process
isreally hard for people.

And, also, it should -- as we go forward,
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bereally clear explaining thereisan option for
public participation, or a participant, that's a

term of art, and intervention, and how that works,
what people can do. Even though interventionis
kind of disfavored these days, but it can be done.

So that's it for today that | can think
of. Thank you.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Okay. Thank you.

Alan, isit Muller, Muller?

MR. ALAN MULLER: Good evening. My name
isAlan Muller, A-L-A-N, Muller isM-U-L-L-E-R. And
I'm aresident of Red Wing, Minnesota.

My primary interest, my primary personal
interest in this proceeding has got to do with the
concept of system alternatives. 1've probably been
to afew meetings like this and observed the
outcomes, and one tends to think that most of the
time fundamentally different alternatives, no-build
alternatives get pretty shortchanged asfar as
serious attention. So in looking at the scoping
decision, that's aquestion in my mind.

Now, | want to comment on a couple of
things involving the wording of the draft scoping
decision here. Thereis, on whatever page thisis,
it doesn't seem to be enumerated, the project
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purpose, quote, The proposed Mankato to Mississippi
River transmission project is needed to provide
reliable, resilient, and cost-effective delivery of
energy, and so on. That seems like promotional
language that must have come from the Applicant
rather than like a meaningful basis for a scoping
decision that would have substancetoit. Soll
certainly would object to that word and suggest you
changeit.

Backing up a page and looking at segment
one, | note here that thisis described as Mankato,
Wilmarth, et cetera.

Xcel Energy operates a garbage burner in
Mankato. Thisisby far the most dirty, expensive
and undesirable source of electrons on the Xcel
system. Itiscertainly afacility that should be
shut down rather than continued. And | would look
at this and ask myself, is there anything going on
here that would tend to support the continued
operation of that very dirty and undesirable
facility as opposed to encouraging the shutdown of
it.

| don't want more garbage burner
electrons on the system than I'm accustomed to, and
| won't make along speech about that, but the
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garbage burner there is a converted 1940s coal plant
where it went from being a coal burner to something
worse, agarbage burner. We also have one of those
in Red Wing, which also conceivably might be
impacted.

By the way, as the transmission system
evolves, and it's my understanding that X cel
indicatesit plans to operate those facilities
indefinitely, and that is not something that should
be allowed or encouraged.

Now, another observation regarding the
draft scoping decision. | don't know why we have it
thisway, but on the last page it says of the
aternatives proposed during the scoping process,
the following will not be included for further
study, and then there is no list of following items.
So it's difficult to react to that or to get a sense
of what Commerce's thinking or the PUC's thinking
is. And wedon't have anything hereto look at. So
| think that this draft scoping decision definitely
needs some work before it ought to continue to be
distributed to the public or represented as a
reasonable basis for proceeding with environmental
review.

And | think that's all | have to say
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about this and so | appreciate your attention.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

| don't have anybody else on the list so
I'm going to open it up. If anybody would liketo
come up and comment, just wave a hand up and I'll
bring you on up. No?

Okay.

MR. MAURICE YOUNG: Good evening. My
name is Maurice Y oung, M-A-U-R-1-C-E, Y-O-U-N-G.

I guess | would specifically want a
little more information, if you would be able to
share that this evening, on specifically, you know,
segment three on page 15, you know, talking mainly
about the Wabaco Junction to Kellogg. Y ou know, |
guess I'd like to know, the Wabaco Junction, is that
actually what it is going to look like? Isthere --
that's one question that | have. And then, you
know, from this, that junction to Kellogg, will
there be any change in easements? Because we are
adding -- yeah, go ahead, because we're just adding
one circuit.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Yeah. And so that
term, Wabaco Junction, is something we made to
explain those points on the map. So there's not
something there, but at that point, where that

Page 40

1 161 kV linejoins the 345, so from that point to the
2 river. That line was also built -- it's
3 double-circuited and 345 kV capable on both sides.
4 So those conductors will stay, the insulators and
5 conductors stay there. That Wabaco line, that is
6 the version that Dairyland Power has underway right
7 now, they're working on getting a route permit to
s locate that in adifferent location, not adjacent to
o that CapX line. So there will be anew route from
that point, basically, to Kellogg for that line, and
that'sin a public process right now.

MR. MAURICE YOUNG: Right. | understand
that.

Can you tell me, isthere any changein
easements on that section?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: On the existing 345
line?

MR. MAURICE YOUNG: Yeah.

MS. ELLEN HEINE: No.

MR. MAURICE YOUNG: There shouldn't be,
right?

MS. ELLEN HEINE: Nope.
23 MR.MAURICE YOUNG: | guessthat'sall |
24 have. Thank you.
25 MR.SAM LOBBY: Thank you.
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All right. Anybody else?
Carol.

MR. RICH DAVIS: Thank you.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Infollowing up on
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But if you have any
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more questions, State

agency staff will be around for alittle bit here
tonight and Xcel staff isaround if you have any
guestions from them for the project itself.
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that comment -- Carol Overland again.

Following up on that comment where it
reaches the river and goes across the river asfar
as basic connected actions and cumulative impacts,
we should look into -- the EI'S should look into and
disclose the plan going further east, whether it
goes right through Almawhere it's going to go to
Tremval, identify where that is. Becauseitisall
connected, that's one of the basic premises of
transmission. So we should be looking at what this
means. You don't build it to theriver and stop in
the middle of the river, that's not the way it goes.

So that'sit.

MR. RICH DAVIS: And anybody €lse?

All right. If not, thank you for coming
out and taking thetimeto sit in.

If you have any comments, just remember
August 1st, get written commentsin over mail or
email. If you have questions, contact Commission
staff or myself, or Logan, or he might get bored, so
you can give him a call, too.

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

N RN NN NN R RR R R B B B B
a5 W N P O © ® N O O b W N P O

Thank you.
MR. SAM LOBBY: Thank you all for coming.
(Proceedings concluded at 6:57 p.m.)
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14:6;20:13;23:15 types(2) version (1) willing (1) yesterday (1)
timeline (1) 6:1;20:9 40:6 30:7 4.9
11:8 typical (2) versus (1) Wilmarth (3) YOUNG (6)
times (2) 21:21;22:7 30:13 15:11;16:9;37:12 39:8,9;40:12,18,20,23
4:10;20:21 typically (8) vet (1) wing (2) Y-O-U-N-G (1)
timing (3) 20:8;21:8,9;22:1,4,10; 30:20 36:12;38:4 39:9
31:17;34:21,22 23:7;27:12 via (2) wire (1)
today (4) 24:4;30:14 234 1
3:5,8;4:10;36:6 ) viable (1) Wisconsin (1)
told (2) 15:5 15:13 1:00 (2)
357 ultimately (1) virtual (3) within (2) 4:8
tomorrow (2) 25:9 4:12,13,19 21:10,11 100 (4)
4:11,13 unavoidable (1) voice (2) without (1) 10:13;21:9,22;22:4
tone (1) 26:12 6:2;8:20 28:2 11:00 (2)
274 under (2) voltage (4) wonder (1) 4:8,8
tonight (19) 5:16;17:25 7:14;10:3,12,13 4:23 115 (1)
3:17,22,23,25;4:16; | underway (2) word (1) 16:9
5:24;6:4,12,15,22;8:21; |  20:1;40:6 W 37:8 1200 (1)
11:15,16,24;30:14;32:3, | undesirable (2) wording (1) 22:1
11,12;42:3 37:15,20 Wabaco (6) 36:23 130-mile (1)
tonight's (1) unigue (1) 17:7,22;39:14,15,23; | work (7) 10:22
712 29:7 40:5 23:13;26:21;30:7,16, |15 (1)
took (1) unit (2) walked (2) 25;32:9;38:21 39:13
15:2 8:15;24:11 27:10;32:4 workaround (1) 150 (3)
top (2) units (1) wave (1) 29:17 21:8,22,24
32:5;33:13 8:13 395 working (5) 1500 (1)
topics (1) up (19) way (11) 13:16;19:3,10;30:16; 10:14
32:21 3:8;5:2;19:17;24:22; 8:5;15:16;20:21;21:3, 40:7 161 (13)
towards (1) 25:25;27:24:32:7,22; 8,23;22:4;33:18;38:6,13; | works (1) 10:23;11:2:15:24;16:3;
2710 33:21,22;34:1;35:1; 41:16 36:3 17:9,11;18:8,9,19;21:9;
towns (1) 37:10;39:4,5,5,6;41:4,6 | ways (3) worse (1) 22:3;34:9;40:1
16:13 updating (1) 21:5;23:17;28:11 38:3 17 (1)
track (1) 14:6 web (1) worth (1) 35:12
33:25 upgrading (1) 33:12 33:23 1940s (1)
transcript (2) 14:5 website (9) wrap (1) 38:1
3:18,19 use (3) 5:16;18:21;23:19,25; 27:16 1st (5)
Transmission (20) 17:12,21;21:15 24:4,32:15;33:10,12,13 | write (1) 4:22;5:6;32:20;33:9;
3:24;7:14;10:3,12,23; | used (2) week (1) 32:7 41:22
13:8,11,14,20,21;14:4,5; |  14:16;21:5 4:6 writing (2)
16:12,24,25;25:1;31:19; | uses (1) weeks (1) 25:16,27:7 2
37:2;38:6;41:14 21:11 12:7 written (6)
tree (1) using (4) weight (1) 3:20,4:21,21,5:1,4; |20(2)
22:14 14:14;29:17;30:2,13 3:16 41:22 35:11
trees (1) Utilities (8) weighted (2) wrong (1) 2020 (2)
22:16 3:7;5:12,15,25;6:17; 4:25,5:1 34:16 15:21;19:2
Tremval (1) 8:14;9:10;19:5 welcome (4) 2022 (1)
41:12 utility (3) 4:14,18;5:11;6:25 X 19:15
tribes (1) 9:17,19;19:3 west (3) 2023 (1)
26:22 utilizes (1) 16:10,17;18:14 Xcd (15) 14:24
try (1) 16:11 western (1) 3:25;7:4;10:19,21; 2024 (3)
335 utilizing (1) 19:12 13:3;19:8,13;25:22; 11:12,13;19:25
trying (3) 14:4 wetter (1) 30:25;31:10;33:20;37:13, | 2025 (3)
26:15;27:2;34:6 22:17 15;38:7,42:3 12:5,22,24
tune (1) V what's (3) 2026 (3)
4:19 25:18;27:4,5 Y 11:5;19:25;20:16
two (13) varies (1) whole (4) 2030 (3)
4:7,9,11;,9:23;10:16,16; | 21:22 15:10;31:15,20;33:24 | year (5) 11:7;20:18,19
14:23;16:16,23;17:6,15, | vegetation (1) wide (1) 6:19,23;11:22;14:24; | 20-mile (1)
18;35:12 22:15 21:8 19:23 10:23
two-pole (1) verbal (1) width (3) years (3) 22-532 (1)
21:19 32:3 21:10,24;22:4 19:2;35:12,13 5.16
type (3) verification (1) Wildlife (1) Yep (1) 23 (1)
6:2;28:14;31:17 14:21 20:9 13:5 19:17
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23-157 (1)
5:17

300 (2)
10:4,22:5

345 (14)
10:22;11:1;15:10;16:2;
17:10,13,14,16;21:8,21,
24;40:1,3,16

4

40 (1)
16:7

500 (1)
22:6

6:00 (2)
3:2:4:8

6:57 (1)
42:7

69 (3)
16:11,14,19

7

75 (1)
21:25

8:00 (1)
4:8
80 (3)
0:14;21:9;22:4
800 (1)
22:1
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1 MR.LOBBY: Good afternoon, everyone. 1 about the Minnesota to Mississippi transmission line
2 Thank you very much for attending the virtual 2 project being proposed by Xcel Energy. We've had
3 session tonight. We redlly appreciate your 3 virtua -- or, excuse me, we've had meetings all
4 presence. Asl've been telling folks, we've had 4 week. We had in-person meetings, two on Monday, two
5 meetings al week long, and as |'ve been telling 5 on Tuesday, one yesterday, and then we had one
6 folks, we truly appreciate you taking time out of 6 Vvirtua at noon today, and now thisisour last
7 your day to come here and learn about what we're 7 virtual meeting for this project. So with that
8 going to talk about and provide any comments and s said, though, you have an opportunity to make
9 thoughtsyou have on this. | think it'sreally 9 comments at this virtual meeting today. But if you
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important for this process and for helping to inform
whether or not a permit for this project will be
granted. And | liketo let folks know, when you do
take the time to come and listen and to provide
comments, when the commissioners make their final
decisions, they do -- they do really look at public
comments.

We do have a court reporter with us today
so she'staking an official record, and the
commissioners do review those records. They do
review written comments and the final briefing
papers will also highlight alot of those comments
and stuff. So your taking your time to come here
today will really help to influence and inform the
decision-making process. So thanks for coming.

So with that, today we are here to talk

think of something after the meeting or you just
aren't interested in speaking publicly, you also
have the option to submit written comments. And the
written comment period is open until August 1. So
if you do have comments, there is still plenty of
time to get in there and to submit some comments.
And with that said, there is a couple of
different comment periods throughout this process.
But even if it's outside of acomment period, if you
have any questions or you want to talk through
something or anything at all like that, you can
always feel more than free to reach out to me or to
someone at Public Utilities Commission or Department
of Commerce.
So the project can be found online at the
PUC website under Docket Number 22-532 and 23-157,
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asyou see up on the screen there. And | liketo
also say before | get into the presentation here,
folks often aren't familiar with the Public
Utilities Commission, but we are here today to give
the public a voice for your opportunity to speak on
this project and if you have any comments or
guestions or concerns or anything you would like to
share. Decades ago, thiswasn't part of the process
but now we've -- it's been redlized that it's really
useful and important to have that local input and
that can help alot with informing the
decision-making process. So your presence and
attendance is greatly appreciated. We don't
advocate for or against any projects. We are just
here to provide aforum for different partiesto
share their piece, and today is an opportunity for
you al with the public to share your piece.

So with that, | will get into the
presentation, so just a brief overview of what we're
covering today. 1'm Sam Lobby with the Public
Utilities Commission. Trevor Culbertsonisthe
public advisor for this project, so you can reach
out to him with any questions or myself. | will say
that | am filling in for Cezar Panait. Heis
actually the lead on this project but he is away
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right now. So this process can last, you know, a
year or longer so if thisis something that you're
going to be following in the future, you'll see
Cezar's name. With that said, you're still more
than welcome to reach out to me with any questions.
After | give, kind of, quick details of how the
review process goes, then next Ellen Heine with Xcel
Energy will discuss the proposed project. And then
after that, Rich Davis with the Department of
Commerce will talk about opportunities to comment
and how the environmental review process works and
all of that. Then once we've gone through our
presentation, the remainder of the -- of this
session will be an opportunity for public questions
and comments.

So the purpose of this meeting isto
provide information about the proposed project, as
well asto provide information about the state's
high-voltage transmission line route permitting
process. Thisis-- we're here tonight to provide
you an opportunity to participate in developing the
scope of the EIS. So scope of the EIS might sound
unfamiliar to alot of folks. EISisan acronym for
Environmental Impact Statement. And the
Environmental Impact Statement is essentially the

© 00 N O g~ W N P

NN N NRNDNRR R PR B P B P R R
a A WO DN PP O © 0N O a b W N - O

Page 7

study process, the environmental review process that
takes place that we look at the entire project area
for human and environmental impacts and things that
would be significant in making a decision on the
project. So when we talk about devel oping the scope
of that, what we mean by that is, we have to decide
what that study is going to include. And so ahuge
part of tonight is getting feedback from you all
from the folks that live in the project area that
know the areathe best to help us shape what we're
going to study. So your comments can be really
useful for usto help decide what direction that
environmental study is going to go.

So the things that can be useful to get
feedback on are commenting on things like potential
impacts of the proposed project, as well as comments
on how to -- on methods to minimize, mitigate, and
avoid potential impacts. And that may include
proposing an alternative route or route segment for
consideration. WEe'll also -- throughout this
presentation, you'll see contact information,
especialy towards the end. And so well try to
make it as easy as possible if you ever want to get
in touch with us.

So the government units involved in this

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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process are, of course, the Public Utilities
Commission. We're the government unit that reviews
applications and issues Site and Route Permitsin
Minnesota. The Department of Commerce -- excuse me
-- manages the environmental review process for the
Commission and prepares the Environmental |mpact
Statement on the proposed project. An
administrative law judge from the Office of
Administrative Hearings will facilitate a public
hearing later on in this process and provide a

report to the Commission setting forth findings of
fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations on the
proposed project. Also additionally, I'll mention

that these are the main government units that are
involved in the actual permitting, but there are

many other government agenciesinvolved. In
particular, we try to do our best to work with local
governments because, again, folks that arein the
project area on the ground are going to know the
most about the area. So we want to make sure that
they areincluded and involved in alot of that
process as much as possible. Additionally, thereis
anumber of different state agencies that are going

to beinvolved like the Department of

Transportation, Department of Natural Resources, the
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Pollution Control Agency, and potentially others,
whether they're providing us information to help
complete the Environmental |mpact Statement or later
on, if apermit is granted, those -- those agencies
might have permits specific to the project. Soif,
for example, if alineis going to impact Department
of Transportation roads, then they may have certain
permits that the company needsto follow. There
could potentially be federal agencies as well, but
usually local and state are going to be the ones you
see the most of.

o alittle background on who the Public
Utilities Commission is. We consist of five
commissioners and about 80 staff members. The
commissioners are appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the State Senate. We regulate three
service industries, electricity, natural gas, and
telephone. Our mission isto ensure safe, adequate,
and efficient utility services at fair and
reasonable rates, and we provide independent
professional oversight and regulation of utility
service providersin a manner that is consistent
with the public interest.

So the project regquirements for this,
there is a couple of things that -- that the

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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applicant will need to receive from the Public
Utilities Commission in order to actually build this
transmission line. So there's two, kind of, terms,
technical termsthat you'll see come up throughout
the process. So these are important terms to know,
to be aware of. So oneisthe Certificate of Need,
so the need or the purpose for the project. And so
a Certificate of Need is something that is required
for any high-voltage transmission line with a
capacity of 300 kilovolts or more with more than one
mile of length in Minnesota. And then it would also
regquire a Route Permit, which is any high-voltage
transmission line operating at a nominal voltage of
100 kilovolts or more and greater than 1500 feet in
length.

So I'll just quickly touch on the proposed
project. Ellenwill cover of what's actually taking
place, give you more details on that. But Xcel is
proposing to build a new approximately 130 mile, 345
kilovolt transmission line and a separate, new
20-mile 161 kilovolt line. The proposed 345 kV line
will run from Mankato to Mississippi River crossing
near Kellogg, Minnesota. And the 161 kV line will
be built north of Rochester. If apermitis
granted, construction is planned to start in 2026
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and the project is scheduled to be in service by
2030.

So | just want to give you a snapshot of
what to expect here and how long this process will
take, the important milestones, and your
opportunities to comment. Y ou will see on the right
where it says Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
Full Process, in thelittle red balloons there, it
says. Timefor Public Comments. Thereis multiple
periods where you'll have times -- a chance to
officially comment publicly like tonight. | will
say, again, you're always more than welcome to reach
out with questions whenever you have them even if
it's outside of acomment period. We do try to get
folks to submit comments on time just so that we can
incorporate that into that part of the process. But
even if it's outside of a comment period, though,
you can contact us with questions and things like
that.

So on the left thereisthetimeline. The
application was submitted at the beginning of April
of this year and accepted by the Commission at the
end of June. Thethird line down are the public
information meetings that we're holding today. So,
again, I'll just say, at this meeting today, what

© 00 N o g b~ W N P
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we're looking for is to get feedback from you al on
what we should be studying for the Environmental
Impact Statement. Then in October of thisyear, we
will have compiled that feedback and will come up
with the scoping decision, so what we actually
decided to study based on your feedback and, you
know, our standard things that we will look at. And
then in March of 2025 -- so from October of 2024 to
March of 2025, that whole span, that's how long it
will take to come up with the draft of the
Environmental Impact Statement. So it'savery
comprehensive document. It'sreally going in-depth
to make sure as many environmental and human impacts
can be mitigated as possible. So then that draft

will be released in March, and then we'll give you
plenty -- you know, several weeks or amonth to
digest that and read that. Y ou'll get a chance to

see, did it include the things that you told us

about today. And then amonth later in April of
2025, we'll hold another public hearing just like
today. We'll have in-person hearings and virtual
hearings. And at that meeting, you'll have an
opportunity to tell us, did we address the things

that we're talking about today. So -- so there will
be plenty of timeto circle back and you'll get to
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seeif your questions, your concerns, and things

like that, was it as developed as you would like,

was there things that are missing or other things we
should know about, stuff like that. And then at

that point, we'll take that feedback and then we

will incorporate that into what the final
Environmental Impact Statement will be. And that
will come out in June or July of 2025. And the
Commission's final decision would be in September of
2025.

So with that, | will passit aong to
Ellen with Xcel, and she can tell you more about the
project specifically.

MS. HEINE: Thanks, Sam. Yep, so as Sam
said, I'm Ellen Heine with Xcel Energy. Andin our
earlier session today, | did forget to note, | do
have afew other folks from the project team on the
call with me hereaswell. Soif thereare
questions at the end of this, we have afew other
people available to help answer questions. But I'm
going to go over an overview of the project in
general, provide some key information about that.
So go ahead to the next dlide.

So this project that we're talking about
right now is, it's part of a group of projects that
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are part of the long-range transmission planning
that was done by MISO, which is the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator. It'saregiona
transmission grid operator. So they'veidentified
this project as being needed to support energy needs
in Minnesota to accomplish avariety of things, as
noted on this slide here. 1t adds transmission
capacity to accommodate some of the increasing
amounts of renewable energy that's coming onto the
system. It improvesreliability and system reliance
throughout the region. By increasing this capacity
for more of the renewable energy, we increase
greater chances for low-cost renewable energy to get
on the system. And as part of that, it also
includes upgrading and updating some existing
infrastructure. When possible, we try to co-locate
the new facilities with existing lines, and it
supports regional economic growth through the jobs
it creates, aswell as the renewable energy on the
system. Next dlide.

So the routes that are identified in our
application that we provided, and I'll go over a
little bit more in a couple minutes here, those have
been identified over time. It was an iterative
process where we're using a number of different
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mapping tools and data availableto us. We
developed a number of preliminary route segment
options back in the -- at the beginning of this
project development and then -- so created, kind of,
aweb of route opportunities. And then the project
team went out and did some field verification on the
ground to look at some of those locations. And we
also did two rounds of public open housesin May and
September of last year, as well as some additional
outreach letters to stakeholders to get feedback on
those preliminary routes. So based on that
information, we've refined some of those, eliminated
some of those initial route segments that we had and
come up with the set that you see in the application
here that | will go over starting on this next
dide.

So thisisthe map of the project asa
whole. And as you can see there and in some of the
application information, it's one complete project
for our application to the PUC. But we've, sort of,
broken it out into four separate segments.

So Segment 1 isthat part from the west
end of the project at the Wilmarth Substation in
Mankato, and that runs over to Faribault. Thereis
essentialy two route alternatives for that segment.

© 00 N o g b~ W N P

Page 16

And then Segment 2, which is shown in purple there,
from Faribault over to the North Rochester
Substation, which is actualy in Pine Isand. And
then Segment 3 is shown on the green on that map,
and that is from the North Rochester Substation, and
to and across the Mississippi River into Wisconsin
near Kellogg. And that Segment 3 was also the
alignment for the CapX 2020, a part of the CapX 2020
Hampton and LaCrosse line. And then Segment 4,
which is shown in blue on there, isa 161 kV, and
it's approximately 20 mileslong. That's --
basically rerouting an existing 161 kV line that's
currently located on the same structures as that
CapX linefor aportion of that, a portion of that
length. Go ahead to the next dlide.

Soin alittle more detail here. So
Segment 1, essentially two route alternatives shown
there, it's about 40 milelong. The north route
segment is primarily following and would
double-circuit with an existing 115 kV line that's
located there. So we would build those two lines
together on asingle set of poles. Thereisa
portion of Segment 1 that is commonly located with
the south segment where we have to go south aways
to stay out of the -- there is an area of avigation
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easements for the airport, the Mankato airport
there. So we weren't able to build above ground in
that location. And then a south part of Segment 1
does a combination of some green field but also
follows and would double-circuit with some 69 kV
linesin that area. We did haveto do some
diverging from the 69 kV line on that alignment to
go around some towns where there wasn't adequate
room for the new right-of-way in the existing
corridor. Next dide.

Then Segment 2 is from Faribault to Pine
Island there. The north route for Segment 2 is-- a
little more than half would be following a
double-circuited with an existing 69 kV there as
well. However, as with on Segment 1, thereis --
that 69 kV goes through Faribault pretty closeto a
thelot of stuff there becauseit'sasmaller line.
So there's a portion that would be green field on
that, the beginning of that route. And what that
essential means, it would be anew corridor and
wouldn't be following an existing transmission line.
Segment 2 south is primarily agreen field route.
It goes alittle further south and then cuts amost
straight east along section lines and basically
property linesthere. So it doesn't significantly
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follow an existing transmission corridor in that
case. And then they both have a common segment
right at the end where that runs into the North
Rochester Substation there. Next slide.

Then Segment 3, as | said, thisis part of
the CapX Hampton to LaCrosse CapX2020 line. Soin
this segment, we've just proposed one route
aternative, the green line that you see there. And
the reason for that is that the -- during the CapX
permit process alittle over 10 years ago, they did
evaluate other alignments for where that location
currently is. So that was aready evaluated by the
PUC. And at the time that they permitted thisline,
it was contemplated that at some point in the future
this would become a double-circuit 345 kV line. So
we're just proposing that one route aternative
there. | will note between the North Rochester
Substation, which is on the -- just above the word
Pine Island there on the left side of the screen,
over to where it says Chester Junction, that portion
isaready constructed double-circuit. It's
currently operating as a 345/161 double-circuit
line. But it was constructed to be capable of
operating at 345 kV on the 161 side, so thereisno
construction that needs to happen on that segment of

© 00 N O g~ W N P

NN N NRNDNRR R PR B P B P R R
a A WO DN PP O © 0N O a b W N - O

Page 19

theline. It just needsto get connected to a
different piece of equipment at the substation. And
then the middle section between where it says
Chester Junction and Wabaco Junction, that is
currently just single-circuit 345. So we would be
installing the second set of insulators and the
conductor on that but using the existing poles that
arethere now. And then from the -- where it says
Wabaco Junction over to theriver, that, again, isa
segment that has a 161 kV line on the second side.
That lineis owned by Dairyland Power. So there'sa
separate permit proceeding that Dairyland is working
through right now to relocate that 161 kV line
that's currently located on those structures. So
that portion also doesn't need new construction done
toit onthe 345 kV portion. It just needs to get
connected to the -- in the middle, basicaly, there.
And then if you want to go to the next slide.

Then because that 161 kV line on that
western portion is needing to be relocated, we've
identified a number of route alternatives for
Segment 4, whichisthe 161 kV. Thereisa-- we've
essentialy identified it as two route alternatives
inour application. Thereisa4 East and a4 West.
And for whatever reason, when we did it, we had them
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cross-cross at 52. But asyou seethere, thereisa
couple of alternatives along 52. Thereisa4E and
a4F there. They're on either side of Highway 52,
so they're kind of smaller subsegments of that. And
asimilar situation down in the west/southwest
corner, thereisa4l and a4M where there were two
aternatives attempting to avoid some -- or, there

is some different impacts in each of those. So
there's smaller subsegment alternatives to those
which were included in the application, aswell as
up near the north end of it, there'sa4B and a4C
where there were approximately similar impacts to
each of those so we didn't want to rule one out.
There wasn't an obvious one to eliminate.

Then on the map there, you'll seethereis
adashed blue line that kind of goes through the
triangle on the west side and then all the way up to
the North Rochester Substation. That, we filed just
recently on the docket as another alternative to get
considered in scoping. It wasn't initially included
in our application because at the time, we -- that's
the location of an existing 161 kV line, which runs
to Northern Hills Substation on the -- kind of on
the edge of Rochester. And when we were looking at
itinitially, it looked like we couldn't
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double-circuit those lines for reliability reasons.
But we looked into it closer and worked with our
utility partners and were able to determine that it
would be possible to double-circuit those lines
together without any negative consequences. So
we've included that as another alternative. Soin
that case, it would be a double-circuit 161 kV line
starting, kind of, at the south edge there. And
then that would run al the way up to and connect to
the North Rochester Substation as well within the
existing right-of-way where that lineis currently
located. Next slide.

So as | noted, we do have some project
partners that we've been working with. The Segment
3 and Segment 4 were part of the CapX2020 group of
projects. And we have multiple utility partners as
you see there onthe dide: Dairyland Power
Cooperative, Rochester Public Utilities, and
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power. So were
working with them on -- aswe've reviewed materials
and stuff, but Xcel Energy isleading the
development and the application process but working
with those partners as we review key documents and
milestones and stuff like that. So Xcel will
actually own the Segments 1 and 2 on the west side
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of the project, and then 3 and 4 would be co-owned
by the utility partners. And as| mentioned,
Dairyland Power is also devel oping separately, which
will be their own line, arelocation of the 161 kV,
which is the Wabasha rel ocation project, which
currently is also under review at the PUC. Next
dide.

So the project schedule. Thiswas
identified in 2022 by MISO, as| mentioned, as a
project. 1n 2023, we started doing some initial
route development, and that process started our
public and stakeholder engagement and outreach. And
then we did preliminary engineering on these initial
proposed routes. And earlier this year we submitted
an application for a Certificate of Need and a Route
Permit. Now we're at this phase in the middle
section there, 2024 to 2026, the review process with
the Public Utilities and Department of Commerceis
now underway. Once we get through this process, and
assuming that the PUC does issue us a permit, at the
point where we receive the final routes and we know
where it's going to go, then we'll do final
engineering for the selected routes and begin
negotiations with landowners to secure easements for
those alignment, and then also acquire any
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additional required permits that are needed for the
project. Wetypically wait to find out specifically
where the project is going to go before we acquire
al the other specific permits. And then throughout
that process, continue public and stakehol der
engagement will continue. And we're anticipating
construction starting in sometime later 2026 and
continuing through early 2030. And then in 2030,
the line would be placed into service and any final
restoration would be completed at that point. Next
dide.

So one thing we like to point out in
working with landowners, we oftentimes use easement
and right-of-way somewhat interchangeably. They're
not exactly the same thing. The right-of-way isthe
corridor that the line would be located within and
it's used for transmission lines and other
utilities, as well asroads and things like that.
So it, kind of, is that defined corridor where the
facilitieswill be located. The easement isa
permanent right. It'saspecificright to a
specific piece of land. And when we negotiate those
easements, landowners are paid fair market value for
the easement, for the rights that are acquired. And
they can still use that land for a number of
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purposes but there are some things, that if they

would interfere with the safe operation of a

transmission line, those types of things are

prohibited from within the easement footprint. So

those things are all clearly discussed when the land

agents begin working with landowners. Next dide.
So the infrastructure for this project

that we're talking about, we're anticipating single

pole stedl structures. Usually like in most cases,

that would be asingle pole. There are, in some

cases, double pole structures for, like, sharp

angles. But for the most part, single poles. And

13 in the cases even where it's double-circuit, they

14 just would place each line on opposite sides of that

15 structure. The typical pole height is between 100

16 and 150 feet and depending on the terrain where

17 those are located. For the 345 kV, Segments 1, 2,

18 and 3, the typical right-of-way width is 150, so

19 it's 75 feet to either side of the center line. And

20 the spans between each of those structuresis

typically 800 to 1200 feet between structures. The

161 kV lineisalittle smaller, so the typical

right-of-way width for that would be 80 to 100 feet,

s0 40 to 50 feet either side of center line. And

then those structure span lengths are typically more
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like 300 to 500 feet. Next slide.

So once the construction process, once we
go through that process of getting easements and
working with landowners, then the construction
process essentially starts with soil surveys and
property staking to identify the right-of-way
location, and they get soil analysisto determine
foundation types and stuff like that. They'll begin
construction by doing vegetation and tree clearing
and then installing construction access. In some
cases, they need to install polymer mats through
wetland areas or access driveways off of roads and
things like that. So they'll do some of that work
to get the right-of-way ready for construction.
Once that's completed, they mobilize equipment and
deliver materialsto the site. And then
construction starts with the foundation
installations, so those drilled pier foundations get
drilled and poured and given sometime to cure. Then
the line crew comes through, bolts the structures
onto those foundations and then follows up with
stringing conductorsin that area. And then once
the line installation stringing is complete, then a
civil crew will come through with complete
restoration of the areas. And so throughout the
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construction process with along linear project,
typically thiswill be happening in multiple
locations. So al of these things could be
happening at the same time at different locations,
or there could be two sets -- like this could be
happening in paralel in a couple different
locations if we have multiple crews. But
essentially thisis how the sequence happens but it
might be at multiple points, and it will kind of
follow along the line as they work through it. So
it'safairly long project, so there could be pieces
in multiple locations. Next dlide.

And then thisisjust some key project
information. We do have a project website there at
mmrtproject.com that's got alot of the information
| went over, aswell as some additional information
and handouts and things like that, aswell asan
interactive map that you can access. Then thereis
agenera project email that you can reach out to us
at any time, as well as the project phone number.
Onething I'll noteis, if people have specific map
reguest that they'd like a custom map made, one
thing that we did at the in-person open housesis
had stations where people could highlight their
property and get a specific map showing where those
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routes were in relation to their property. So if
you're interested in getting one of those, you can
reach out viathat email or that phone number and
request that as well.

And that isit for me.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you, Ellen; thank you,
Sam. Good evening, everybody. My nameisRich
Davis. I'm an Environmental Review Manager with the
Minnesota Department of Commerce, our Energy
Environmental Review and Analysis Unit, or EERA. |
have another member of my team on this call, Logan
Hicksis also an Environmental Review Manager with
EERA, so helll be another point of contact for you
if you have any questions or comments. Next slide,
please.

Brief agenda what 1'm going to be covering
here. Our agency, Commerce, rolein environmental
review for project such as thing, scoping for the
EIS, recommending route alternative or system
aternatives, how to comment, and then wel'll get to
the opportunity for comments and questions on here.
Next dlide, please.

So alittle bit, Commerce does the
environmental review on all transmission lines that
come before the Commission for Route Permits or
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Certificate of Need. And what we are looking to do
is capture the potential human and environmental
impacts from a proposed project, and then also
identify ways to avoid or minimize or mitigate those
impacts as best we can for a proposed project. We
serve as aneutral third party. We don't advocate
for or against. Wetry to provide objective
analysis and facts, and the goal ultimately isto
develop an environmental document that helps the
Commission understand the project and the potential
impacts of that proposed project and help them make
an informed decision as they're issuing their Route
Permit and Certificate of Need. Next slide.
Environmental document that will be
produced as part of this project, as Sam mentioned
earlier, is an Environmental Impact Statement, or
EIS. And inthat document, we want to describe the
proposed project and any aternatives, so any
alternatives that would include what's been proposed
by the applicant at this point and any route or
route segment alternatives or system aternatives
that are proposed during the scoping comment period
that's going on right now that make it through the
scoping process and into the document.
Again, the EISwill ook at potential
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human and environmental impacts that could occur due
to the proposed project and identify strategiesto
avoid, minimize, and mitigate those impacts if
possible.

The next bullet point thereisa
significant one, at least in my mind. We -- the EIS
specifically addresses and lists unavoidable impacts
so that the commissioners, when they're making their
selection and issuing -- if they choose to issue a
Route Permit when they're selecting routes, the EIS
will identify impacts that will result from the
project or could result from the project that are
unavoidable. So they will know if Route A or Route
B, or an infinite number of them, | guess, depending
on how many aternatives we have, could have impacts
that we can't mitigate for or can't come up with a
plan or strategiesto mitigate for. And again, we
don't advocate for or against a project. Next
dide.

So at this point, with -- as part of the
process, we are scoping for the EIS. We'rein the
comment period. And the easiest way to view the
scoping decision, which essentialy iswhat well
come out with when EERA will develop after the
comment period is over, the scope is somewhat of a
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table of contents. And the comments from the public
or questions from the public help to shape that
scope and help tofill in that table of contents.
We do have a standard list of items that we normally
include as parts of our review. There is adocument
on our project webpage that is actually a draft
scoping decision document. |f you open that up
online, it gives you atable of contents towards the
back of a-- an idea of the resources and the
resource areas that we'll be looking at as part of
the EIS. And it hopefully might give you some idea
of how to frame up comments or questions about
specific resources that you might be concerned about
to make sure that it'sincluded in the EIS if you'd
like to submit a comment on that.

But to make sure that everybody that's on
the meeting, and | believe we have one on the phone,
I'm going to ready through these questions. These
guestions are intended to help provide some focus
maybe if you're wondering what to comment on or how
to comment. These are just suggested questions to
ask yourself that can help focus your comments that
really help myself out in developing the scope of
the EIS. Thefirst onethere, are there other ways
to meet the stated need for the project, for
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example, adifferent size project or adifferent

type of facility. That gets at the Certificate of

Need or the CN Sam had talked about earlier. Those
are referred to as system aternatives, and | have
separate didein alittle bit here that I'll

discuss that alittle more.

The second one, what potential human and
environmental impacts of the proposed projects
should be considered in the EIS. Arethere any
methods to minimize, mitigate, or avoid potential
impacts to the proposed project that should be
considered inthe EIS. Arethere any alternative
routes or route segments that should be considered
in the EIS to address the mitigate -- or mitigate
potential impacts associated with the proposed
project. Again, the next slide | haveisregarding
route alternatives. And also, are there any unique
characteristics of the proposed project area that
should be considered in the EIS. That oneis pretty
important, | think, because we like to get
information from folks that live in the project area
and may know of resources that are of local
importance or local interest to the communities that
are out there or to private landowners along the
route or along any alternatives that are proposed
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that we might not be able to see or might not
otherwise know about. Next slide, please.
Thisisalittle bit on how to suggest a
route alternative or aroute segment aternative, if
you will. If you're going to bring forward an
alternative, we do need some information and detail
to help us, kind of, put some brackets on it and be
able to capture where that areais and identify
potential resources that could be impacted by the
aternative route as it compares to what's been
proposed by the applicant. So describe the
anticipated impact. That's describing the
anticipated impact of the proposed route by the
applicant. So you're identifying the impact that
you're trying to avoid or minimize or mitigate for
suggested aterative activity. So that could be a
route or route segment. From my perspective, the
best way to get that in and to help me get my arms
around the idea of what the dternativeis, it's
best to have it on amap. | am willing to work with
any landowners or anybody that has an alternative
route or route segment to suggest to develop that
the best we can and try to get some mapsto -- or a
map together that can capture the -- what's being
proposed so that we can actually see the area that
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we have to evaluate for the potential impacts of

that alternative. And then to discuss how the
aternative mitigates the anticipated impact that
you're concerned about. For example, a bad route
segment or route alternative would be an explanation
of it would be, | don't want the line by my house so
move it over there to my neighbor's. Because that
doesn't necessarily mitigate an impact. All that
doesis move that impact over to somebody else. So
we do need some explanation and detail on what that
aternativeis, what impact it's going to resolve

or, at least reduce. Route alternatives need to be
submitted on time, so that August 1 deadline that
Sam had mentioned. They need to meet the need for
the project and they need to be feasible. A little

bit from the feasibility perspective, | will review
alternatives that come in, and then | will work with
Xcel staff to determine what the feasibility ison

an alternative and if it costs substantially more or
creates substantially more line length or width. A
lot of times those things will shake themselves out
and can't be carried forward because they're just

not feasible options to minimize or mitigate

impacts. But we, our staff, EERA, and then we work
forward to include them as -- as alternatives and
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scoping of the EIS.

Onething to point out. If the Commission
selects one of the alternatives that's proposed,
there is the chance that Xcel would be granted
eminent domain to make sure that that alternative
can be constructed. Because they may not have
previously been working with that landowner or set
of landownersif it wasn't one of the main routes
that they had proposed. Next dlide, please.

CN alternatives, or system alternatives,
which | referenced on that first question a couple
dlides ago, this has to do the project as awhole,
the larger project itself. And soit's not
individual routes or route segments, sections of
those lines, anything like that. It'slarger. It's
looking at projects that might be of adifferent
size, of adifferent type, or the timing of the
project could be different. So it could be looking
at acompletely different transmission line that
would be of adifferent voltage that could
accomplish the proposed project and meet that need.
Or it could be adifferent type of project, just
distributed energy facilities or something along
those lines to meet the demand of a certain area.

In our EIS, we will study the no build
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aternative, which essentially it looks at what
happensiif the project is not constructed. Next
dlide, please.

Comment, verbal comments today on the
meeting, obviously the next one there, complete and
submit a comment sheet, which is a handout that was
available at the in-person meetings. That same
sheet is available on our project webpage if you go
on to our Commerce webpage. This project hasit's
own page, and you can click on, under the key
documents for this project, you can click on the
handout, print it out, and send it back in to me.

Y ou can comment online at thislink that's right
here. Thereisa Submit a Comment button on the
webpage for the project. And you'vefill -- click

on that button, fill out the form, and submit it,

and | get an email with your comment in it. Also,
there ismy mailing address if you prefer to write
up your own and just mail it to me. Or thereismy
email. You can take any one of those formats. And
areminder, the comment period ends on August 1.
Next dlide.

Again, topics for comments. Those are the
same ones that | had read through earlier. Next
dide.
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Comments, questions, comments and
guestions and etiquette for this session of the
meeting. Obviously we have alittle more control
here. One speaker at atime. Please state and
spell your name for the court reporter. And welll
keep an eye on time. 1'm guessing we're not going
to have any issues with that of requiring atime
limit. Maintain respect. Even though thisisn'tin
person, | do want to maintain respect, so hopefully
there is no comments that are directed at individual
people of any kind. It's best if you can direct
your comments towards the scope of the EIS or a
route alternative, route segment aternative, or
system alternative. That's the most helpful on our
end of things. Next dlide.

Thereisalot of information on this one.
Comment period end date of August 1, how to comment
online, on our web page, my email, my mailing
address, the same five questions -- is it five?

Yeah, it'sfive -- that I've read off and mentioned
afew times, contact for the Commission staff,
contact for myself and Ellen from Xcel Energy.
There is our project webpage specifically for this
one. Also, eDockets information there for how to
track down the Certificate of Need or Route Permit
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and the full records, and also to receive email
notifications, there is some instructions on how to
subscribe to the docket.

That isthe end of my presentation. |
will turn it over to you, Sam, to walk us through
the comments here.

MR. LOBBY': Great, sounds good. I'll just
leave this slide up here folks so they can see what
the questions are to, kind of, focus on your
comments on, but also so that you have the contact
information and comment period information. So you
have plenty of time to write that down.

So for folks online, the best way to
comment hereis, you can either click on the Raise
Hand function. Thereisaraised hand you'll see
like that and you can click on that. Or you can
type into the chat box and let me know you want to
speak. Soif you do type in the chat box, don't
type your question there because the court reporter
isn't able to keep track of both that conversation
and the one that we're having. But you can let me
know that you want to speak. And if you're calling
in on the phone, you can press * 3.

So with that, we'll openiit up. If
anybody wants to speak, again, if you're online,
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that's the Raise Hand function or in the chat box.
Andif yourecallingin, thenit's*3. And also a
reminder that if you do not want to speak, you do
till have until August 1 to get in written
comments. And up there on the top left corner is
how you can submit those written comments.

Still not seeing anybody who wantsto
speak, but if you want to -- oh, here we go. We got
one from Paul. Paul, you're unmuted. If you could
please state and spell your name for the court
reporter.

MR. PIEPER: Paul Pieper. Did you hear
that?

MR.LOBBY: Yep, we got you.

MR. PIEPER: Okay. | have afew things
that | just want to mention is, on this, | kind of
consider this as, it doesn't really matter what we
say. Thisisgoing to go through and you're going
to shove it down our throats.

The second thing is, | think we're looking
at an environmental -- what's the new one,
environmental impact --

MR. LOBBY': Environmental Impact
Statement?

MR. PIEPER: No, not that. It's
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basically, you're pushing this through people that
don't have money, right? You're pushing it through
areas. | don't see this going over Dellwood over
like White Bear Lake. You're not going to put it
over rich people's houses. You're going to put it
over poor frickin' farmers houses. And we've got
to deal with it.

When it comesto Xcel, | mean, Xcel used
to honor their lines up to the meter. Now it'sto
the transformer. At what point do they go, Oh,
these big lines that are going across your property,
it'syour responsibility to replace them. It's
like, | don't trust any of you guys. You guys have
al been bought off, you know. It's-- you're going
to shove this down everyone's throat so somebody in
Chicago can get another frickin' big screen TV.
Because we're not getting anything of this frickin'
power. It's going someplace else so Xcel can make
more money. It'slike, | fedl sorry for all of you
guys. Because you've sold al your soulsto the
devil and you got to fucking pay for it eventually.
That'sall | haveto frickin' say.

MR. LOBBY: All right. Thank you for your
comment.

THE COURT REPORTER: Paul, what's your
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last name again. | didn't catch it.

MR. PIEPER: That's Paul Pieper,
P-1-E-P-E-R.

THE COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

MR. LOBBY: | will just say on behalf of
the Commission, | hope that there is something, you
know, things can resolve as far as where you're at
with things. The PUC does put these on in order for
members of the comment -- the public to comment. So
thisisn't a pre-determined decision. Itisn't
being rubber stamped. But | understand where you're
coming from, and thank you very much for your
comments. Were you wanting to speak again or isyour
hand still up?

MR. PIEPER: No, I'm done.

MR. LOBBY: Okay, thank you, sir. Anybody
else that would like to speak? Again, that's, you
can use the Raise Hand function or you can typein
the chat, or if you're calling in, you can press * 3.
And, again, if you would prefer to have written
comments, those are due by August 1. The
information is up there in upper left-hand corner.
And you're always more than welcome to reach out to
myself with Public Utilities Commission or Rich with
Department of Commerce. |sthere anybody else
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interested in speaking? 1'm not seeing any hands.
All right. We'll go over things one more
time here. We've got until August 1, isthe end of
the comment period. So you will have timeto till
submit commentsif you didn't get a chance to today.
And with that, I'm not seeing anybody else that's
wanting to speak so we will go ahead and close out
the meeting. Thank you all so much for coming and
participating today. Again, all of your comments
will be reviewed by the commissioners and factored
into adecision for this permit. So thanks, again,
for coming.
(The meeting concluded at 6:57 p.m.)

© 00 N o g A~ W N P

NN NN NN R B R B B B B B B
a5 W N P O © ® N~ © U b W N B O

Page 42
STATE OF M NNESOTA)

)
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N)

I, Katriina Hendrickson, do hereby certify that
the above and foregoing transcript consisting of the
preceding 41 pages is a true and correct transcript of ny
steno notes and is a full, true and conplete transcript

of the proceedings to the best of ny ability.

Dated: August 1, 2024.

/'s/ Katriina Hendrickson, RPR

Court Reporter
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1 MR.LOBBY: Thisisthefirst virtual 1 transmission line project being proposed by Xcel
2 meeting today, so we appreciate your presence here. | 2 Energy. We are here today for a public information
3 My nameis Sam Lobby. I'mwith the Public Utilities | 3 and environmental scoping meeting. So the first
4 Commission, and | just want to start by thanking you | 4 half will be the public information part where we
5 very much being heretoday. Your presenceisredly | s tell you about the project and the review process,
6 important for the decision-making process for the 6 and then the second part will be getting comments
7 Commission and for the commissioners. So your time, | 7 from you about how we should do the environmental
8 you know, we recognize that thisiskind of timeout | & review for this project. So the commentsyou're
9 of your day and effort for you, but we really 9 giving ustoday will help usto shape how we study
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appreciate you being here. And it makesabig
difference in the decision-making progress.

| liketo let folks know that when you
attend these meetings and if you leave any comments
or anything, we do have an official court reporter
here who is going to be keeping an official record.
And the commissioners do review those transcripts
and they do review the written comments. And when |
provide afinal briefing paper, they are always
very, very interested in what the local population
near the project thinks. So the time you're
spending to come heretoday isredly, really
helpful, and we very much appreciate you being here,
so thank you.

We are here today to talk about the
Mankato to Mississippi River 345 kilovolt

and do the environmental review on this project.
We've had public meetings going all week.
We had two on Monday, one in the afternoon, onein
the evening. Same thing on Tuesday. And then we
had one yesterday evening, and then now we have the
first virtual, of course, is happening right now,
and then we have another one at 6:00.
So all of the meetings are covering the
same thing, so if you go to one, you'll be seeing
the same thing at al of them. And if you, you
know, see this meeting but you don't make any
comments and you later on tonight think about, oh, |
should have said that, well, you still have plenty
of time to comment. Thereisawritten comment
period that goes until August 1. And aquestion |
get sometimes from folks is they wonder if their
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comment will be -- take more weight if it isan
in-person or averbal comment as opposed to a
written comment. And the answer to that is that
both verbal and written comments are weighted
equally. Soif you're somebody who doesn't really
want to speak publicly, you are more than welcome to
submit awritten comment. And those, again, the
comment period closes on August 1.

So this project could be found on the
Public Utilities Commission website under Docket
Numbers 22-532 and 23-157, as you can see up on the
screen here. And we will cover alittle bit more
about how to comment and how to follow things
throughout this presentation. And the last thing
Il say before | dig into the presentation, just
context so folks know, the Public Utilities
Commission is here to give you, the public, avoice.
Decades ago this wasn't a process that happened, so
this process has been created to make sure that
folks that are on the ground in the project areado
have an opportunity to voice their opinions, to give
us comments, and provide feedback. That is
incredibly useful for making a decision as to either
whether or not a project does get permitted in the
first place, or if it does get permitted, how it
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will be permitted. Y ou folks on the ground, you
know your towns better than anybody else, and so
your -- the information you can provide to us can be
extremely valuable in decision-making. So once
again, thank you very much for taking the time to be
here today.

So with that, | will dig into the
presentation, so just a brief agenda of what we're
going to be covering today. The introduction and
review process. My name is Sam Lobby with the
Public Utilities Commission, and Trevor Culbertson
is also with the Public Utilities Commission. Heis
the public advisor for the project. Just a note on
that, I am filling in today for Cezar Panait with
the Public Utilities Commission. He was,
unfortunately, not able to be here today. But this
isan over ayear-long process, and so if you follow
this, you will end up seeing Cezar'sname. Heis
the staff member that you'll see the most. But with
that said, you're always more than welcome to reach
out to meand | can help you out or direct you to
theright place. And Trevor ison the project so
you can aso reach out to him.

After | talk about the review process, Ms.
Heine with Xcel Energy will talk about the proposed
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project itself. And after that, Rich Davis with the
Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review
and Analysis Unit, will talk about that
environmental review process and how your comments
can both help the project or, you know, help the
decision-making process, rather, aswell as how to
make those comments. So once we go through our
presentation here, then there will be an opportunity
for questions. Therest of it id the opportunity
for questions and comments for folks that are tuning
in today.

So the purpose of today's meeting is,
firstly, to provide information about the proposed
project, aswell asinformation about the state's
high-voltage transmission line route permit process.
We want to provide an opportunity for you to
participate in devel oping the scope of the
Environmental Impact Statement. So you will see
that acronym EIS. That is the acronym for
Environmental Impact Statement, and that's an
important term to follow and to be aware of during
this process. And when we talk about the scope of
the Environmental Impact Statement, what we're
talking about is the scope asin what it will be
looking at, what we will be studying. And again,
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that's where your comments can be really helpful for
us to shape the study and what direction we go with
that.

So the sorts of comments that can be
useful are things like comments on potential impacts
of the proposed project, as well as comments on
methods to minimize, mitigate, and avoid potential
impacts, which may include proposing an alternative
route or route segment for consideration. And Rich
will talk alot more about thisin his presentation.
We'll also provide contact information in case you
have any questions | ater.

One quick note, | did say that the comment
period, this portion of the comment period closes on
August 1. There will be other comment periods
throughout this process so thisis not the only one.
We like folks to get commentsin on timein those
comment periods, but that said, if you ever have any
guestions or you want to talk about something or
reach out even if it's outside of acomment period,
you're always more than welcome to reach out to
myself or Trevor or Cezar or Rich or someone from
Public Utilities Commission or Department of
Commerce, and we're more than happy to help you.

So the government units that are involved
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in this process are, of course, us, the Public
Utilities Commission. We are the government unit
that reviews applications and issues Site and Route
Permitsin Minnesota. The Public Utilities
Commission is not for or againgt this project or any
projects that come before us. We're not affiliated
with any of the companies. We are hereto allow all
the different parties to have their voice and to
speak, and today is about letting the public have
your voice and share your comments and concerns.

Additionally, the Department of Commerce
manages the environmental review process for the
Commission and they prepare the Environmental Impact
Statement on the proposed project. Similarly, they
also are not for or against any projects, just
evaluating and fact-finding. Also, an
administrative law judge from the Office of
Administrative Hearings will facilitate a public
hearing later on in the process and provide a report
to the Commission setting forth findings of fact,
conclusions of law and recommendations on the
proposed project. Inacouple of slides here, I'm
going to show you atimelineto kind of giveyou a
sense of what is going to happen here throughout
this permitting process, and I'll talk about the
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administrative law judge at that point.

So these are the three government units
that are directly involved in the permitting process
but there are many othersthat areinvolved. The
Commission always likes to get as much feedback as
we can from the local units of government because,
again, folks on the ground in the project area know
the area the best and can often give us the best
feedback and information. Additionally, there may
be, very likely, many other state agencies involved
like the Department of Transportation, the
Department of Natural Resources, the Pollution
Control Agency, all sorts of different agencies.
They might be involved in terms of giving us data
for the environmental review or they also may have
permits that the applicant would need to get should
the project be permitted. And there also may be
federal agencies or other government agencies
involved.

So the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission is consisting of five commissioners that
are appointed by the governor and then confirmed by
the State Senate. We regulate three service
industries, electricity, natural gas, and telephone.
Our mission isto ensure safe, adequate, and
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efficient utility services at fair and reasonable
rates. And we provide independent professional
oversight and regulation of utility service
providersin amanner that is consistent with the
public interest.

So little background on the project
requirements and what needs to happen for this
project to be permitted. A couple of other
important terms that you'll want to know as you
follow this process are Certificate of Need, or CN,
and Route Permit. So those are the two official
terms that will be used as far as what they are
required to have in order to do this project and
what they are seeking from us, the Public Utilities
Commission.

So the Certificate of Needisany -- is
required for any high-voltage transmission line with
a capacity of 300 kilovolts or more with more than
one mile of itslength in Minnesota. And then the
Route Permit isrequired for any high-voltage
transmission line operating at a nominal voltage of
100 kilovolts or more and greater than 1500 feet in
length. So Rich will talk alittle more about these
aspects too and how you can comment and help to
provide feedback on whether or not these two parts,
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you know, the Certificate of Need and the Route
Permit, whether or not those should be granted or
how.

So | will just very quickly cover just a
snapshot of the overall project but | won't get too
into it since Ms. Heine with Xcel will be talking
about the -- more of the details of the project. So
Xcel isproposing to build a new approximately
130-mile 345 kilovolt transmission line and a
separate new 20-mile 161 kilovolt transmission line.
The proposed 345 kV line will run from Mankato to a
Mississippi River crossing near Kellogg, Minnesota.
And the 161 kilovolt line will be built north of
Rochester. If apermit isissued, constructionis
planned to start in 2026 and the project would be
scheduled to be in service by 2030.

So | mentioned 1'd show you atimeline
here to give a snapshot of, kind of, what to expect
throughout the process. Y ou can see on the | eft
here are, you know, important dates where different
parts of the process are happening. And on the
right you can see it shows what the process |ooks
like and those little purple blurbs there say time
for public comments. So that will give you an idea
of when there are official comment periods where you
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can provide your comments. But, again with that
said, any time throughout the process, you're more
than welcome to reach out with questions or anything
that you have about the project to me or to any
folks at Public Utilities Commission or Commerce.
So the application was submitted in April
of 2024 and then accepted by the Commission at the
end of June. Thethird line down are the public
information meetings that we are, of course, doing
right now. And today's meeting, as| mentioned, we
are getting information from you to help us shape
the direction that we go for the environmental
analysis. Then once we get your feedback and we
compile that and decide officially here iswhat the
scopeis, the things we are going to study, then we
will release that in October of 2024. And then from
October of 2024 to March 2025, that's how long it
will take to actually complete the environmental
review. Soitisavery detailed, comprehensive
environmental review. Thenin March of 2025, a
draft version of the Environment Impact Statement
will bereleased and it will be available for you to
look at and to review. And you should have several
weeks or amonth or so to digest that and think
about it and look it over. And thenin April of
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2025, amonth or so later, you will have an
opportunity to come here just like we are today both
in person and public -- and virtual hearings. And
then, you know, where today you are giving us
information on how to shape the study, then in April
of 2025, you will be here to react to what happened
in the study. So you will have a chance to provide
feedback on what we actually looked at. Did we hit
the things you were concerned with? Wasit -- Did
we do enough? Should we do more? Arethere things
that look good that you support? Y ou know, any sort
of comments you have on that, you will have a chance
to come back and let us know. And at that public
hearing, that will be overseen by an administrative
law judge. So thejudge will issue aformal report
and all the legal aspects of the case. Then oncewe
take your comments on the draft impact statement,
then we'll use those to update the final EIS, which
will then beissued in June or July of 2025. And
the Commission's final decision will comein
September of 2025.

So with that said, | will passit along to
Ms. Heine with Xcel Energy to talk about the
project.

MS. HEINE: A little bit of lag time.
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Thanks, Sam. Yep, my nameis Ellen Heine with Xcel
Energy, and I'm just going to go through an overview
and a description of the project itself. And | will
have to prompt Sam to advance the slides because |
can't control them. So next dlide, please.

Y ep, so this project, the Mankato to
Mississippi River transmission project is one of a
group of projects that were identified by M1SO, the
Midcontinent Independent Systems Operator, which is
the regional grid operator in our region. It'sone
of the long-range transmission projects that's been
identified. And so all of these projects, LRTP
projects as awhole, have been identified to support
the energy needs in Minnesota and the adjacent
region. And so asawhole, this project and the
similar other projectslikeit, did a number of
things to help strengthen the grid, asit's noted
there first, adding transmission capacity to
accommodate increasing amounts of renewable energy
that are coming onto the system. It helpsimprove
reliability and system resilience throughout the
region once those are constructed; creates greater
access to low-cost renewable energy that's ableto
connect and be on the grid. And also as part of
this, it helps upgrade and update existing
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infrastructure in facilities that are located within
the region, which provides jobs and increases tax
revenue and supports economic growth through those
construction projects. Next dide.

So this project -- and I'll go over these
alittle bit more in the next couple slides here.
The routes that have been displayed in the
applications that we submitted, those were all
developed, kind of, through an iterative development
process that we worked through starting earlier in
2022. And the goal of thoseisto minimize impacts
to the environment and to humans through -- trying
to avoid areas when possible. So initially the
development of the draft routes that we looked at
used desktop mapping, alot of different
environmental and other layers of features that we
had available to us to develop some preliminary
route. And then based on those preliminary routes,
then we did some field verification. The team went
out on site and looked at things and got alittle
bit of on-the-ground feedback. And then in 2023, we
did two rounds of public open housesin May and
September where we went out with a number of those
initial routes on maps and got additional feedback.
And so based on al that information, then, we took
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those in and refined routes and eliminated some of
theinitial onesthat were shown in the earlier
maps. And so what you seein the application at
this point has gone through that process. Next
dide.

So the project as awhole, as Sam noted,
it's about 120-mile long 345 kV line. And we've
defined it in segments. It'sredly -- the 345 kV
portion is Segments 1, 2, and 3. And on the map in
thisoverview, you'll see 1 isthe orange areato
the west; and then the middle Segment 2 from
Faribault to the North Rochester Substation.
Segment 3 is from the North Rochester Substation
over to the Mississippi River. And then Segment 4,
which is shown in blue on that map, isa 161 kV
portion where approximately 20 miles of 161 kV line
need to be constructed because the line is currently
located on the same structures as 345 kV on part of
Segment 3. And I'll go over that in more detail on
the next dide. So if you want to go to the next
one.

So Segment 1 from the Wilmarth Substation
in Mankato to -- it won't connect at the West
Faribault Substation but very close to that,
anticipating future need to connect at that sub.
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There is essentially two routes to segment. One,
thereis anorth option and a south option. The
north option mostly follows an existing 115 kV
transmission line between those two substations that
| mentioned. Thereisaportion that jogs south for
aways before rejoining the 115 kV line out by
Madison Lake. And that is because the Mankato
airport islocated along that segment and there are
restrictions to constructing anything above ground
in an area between Eagle Lake and the airport there
that made that not possible. Segment 2 south
follows a good portion of an existing 69 kV line and
would -- and in both these cases, these would
double-circuit with those lines if those routes were
selected. There are some portions of that Segment 1
south that diverge from the 69 kV alignment to go
around some more populated areas where there's town
there, and the smaller 69 kV is able to pass through
but a 345 kV would be too large. And then there are
two alternatives to Segment 1 south that you can see
on the map, the 1M and 1L shown there. And those
are just a couple of smaller options to that
alignment. Next dlide.

And then Segment 2 is between the
Faribault and the North Rochester Substation. So
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the north route for Segment 2 does also follow a
significant chunk of an existing 69 kV line that's
currently located there and would, again,
double-circuit with that line in those portions that
follow. It comes out and goes around the south side
of Faribault rather than travelling through the city
because, again, that's a narrower corridor and
inadequate for a 345, and also bypasses Kenyon, as
you see there. Segment 2 south is mostly what we
call agreen field route whereit's not following
existing transmission lines. So it's a combination
of some roads and section lines along fields for
that segment. And that's 35 to 40 miles, depending
on which route was selected in that case. And next
dide.

Then Segment 3, thisoneis actualy a
portion of the CapX2020 Hampton to LaCrosse project.
So thisisthe North Rochester to Alma segment of
that line. Thefirst -- thefirst portion that you
see on the west there from the substation over to
what's identified on the screen as Chester Junction,
that portion of the lineis actually constructed
aready. It'sdouble circuit. And right now it's
345 kV and then operating at 161 kv on the opposite
side. And as part of the proposed Segment 3, we
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would just utilize that 161 kV circuit, convert that
to 345. Thereisanother -- the portion between
what's called Chester Junction and Wabaco Junction
on that screen shot. There'sasingle-circuit 345
kV located on those structures right now. The
second circuit has not been installed. But in those
cases, we would be installing that second circuit on
the existing structures. And then from the point
labelled as Wabaco Junction over to the Mississippi
River crossing, that is also constructed
double-circuit right now. And that's operating at
345 kV on one side and 161 on the opposite side as
well. That's a Dairyland Power owned 161 kV line,
and there is a separate permitting process underway
currently to relocate that 161 line aswell. So
Dairyland Power is currently working through the
permitting process on that. So in this case, we
haven't proposed an alternative alignment to the 345
because that was evaluated as part of the CapX
project, and it was determined that at afuture
date, this should become a double-circuit 345. Next
dide.

So Segment 4, as | mentioned, is
approximately 20 miles. It would be anew
single-circuit 161 kV line. In some cases aong
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this route, there are portions where we are
proposing to double-circuit with existing 69 kV
lines that are located in the -- in the area. But
we've got afew different options here and some,
like, smaller subsegments that were included in the
application aswell. It'salittle bit more densely
populated in this area so afew more challenges as
far asrouting goes on that. But essentially what
we've identified as an east route and a west route
in this case, and I'm not exactly sure why but we
crossed them right there at Highway 52, so Segment 4
east is actually the one that is south once you get
over to the east side of it. But what thosedo is
they take from a point on that existing 161 kV line,
it continues on to the south to the Chester
Substation near Rochester. And soit's just
relocating the northern portion of that line.

You'll see on thismap thereis adashed blueline
that goes up, kind of, through the middle of that
triangle kind of towards the west side. That isthe
-- there is an existing 161 kV line there as well

that was the North Rochester to the Northern Hills
line that was al so constructed during the CapX
project days. That lineinitially we did not

include in our application as a proposed route
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because our initial evaluation was that we could not
double-circuit those lines together for liability
reasons. But we did work with our utility partners
and did some additional evaluation and were ableto
determine it would be possible to double-circuit
those two lines together. So we've included that in
afiling to have included in scoping to evaluate
that as aroute alternative aswell. So that one
was recently added but wasn't in the initial
application. Next slide.

So as | mentioned, we have project
partners we're working with. The CapX project which
includes those -- the Segment 3 and Segment 4, those
were part of that CapX2020 project. And the
utilities you seelisted on that slide, Dairyland
Power Cooperative, Rochester Public Utilities,
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, they're
all partners with us on those lines and so are also
partners on this project aswell. So they will also
co-own those segments of this project with us. But
Xcel Energy isleading the development and the
permitting effort in that process and coordinating
with those project partners we work through that
process. Next dlide.

So alittle bit of overlap with what Sam
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said, but the anticipated project schedule. This
project, as | mentioned, was identified by MISO in
2022 as aneeded project. Andin '23 we began
developing route alternatives and going through that
process of route development. Then we did the
public and stakeholder outreach, the open houses and
the mailings that went out. And some preliminary
engineering has been completed on the proposed
routes. The Certificate of Need and Route Permit
applications were submitted earlier thisyear. And
we're currently in the middle phase there. The
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and Department
of Commerce will be evaluating the application. And
then assuming that we get a permit for this project,
by -- once we know the routes that have been
selected, then we'll complete final engineering for
the project, and then also at that point, begin
negotiations with landowners to secure easements for
the final route, and in addition, obtain additional
required permits. There aretypically some other
agency permits that are needed but we wait until we
know which route is selected before we obtain those.
And throughout that entire process, there's

continued outreach and stakeholder engagement with
the public and other local governments and stuff
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likethat. And then we're anticipating construction
probably beginning sometime later in '26 and
continuing through early 2030. And then in 2030,
that project would be placed into service and any
final restoration would be completed at that time as
well. Next slide.

So just a note on working with landowners.
So we use the terms easements and right-of-way
somewhat interchangeably alot of times, but they're
not exactly the same thing. So just wanted to note
that the easement is a permanent right-of-way. As
we note, they're authorizing the utility to use the
right-of-way to build and maintain the structure. So
it'salegal agreement where landowners are
compensated for the change in use of their land on
that and it's for a specific location on a specific
property. The right-of-way isthe corridor itself,
the entire corridor. And that's -- the easement is
for the portion of right-of-way that gets used
there. So land uses within the easement area are
somewhat restricted as far as things that can be
there that would -- anything that would impact the
safe operation of the transmission line would not be
allowed. But there are several usesthat still are
possible within the easement area. Next dlide.
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So the infrastructure that we're talking
about in this case, we're anticipating steel single
pole transmission structures. On occasion, if there
is asharper angle, sometimes we do have atwo pole
corner structure. But for the most part, these
would be single steel poles. And for the 345 kV
line, the typical height is between 100 and 150
feet, and that does depend on the terrain.
Sometimes they need to be alittle taller, don't
need to be astall. The 345 kV segments, the
typical right-of-way width for those is 150 feet.
So it's 75 feet to either side of center line. And
the spans between polesin lineistypically between
800 and 1200 feet between structures. And that also
varies a bit depending on terrain. The 161 kV
segments, that typical right-of-way width is 80 to
100 feet. And those poles, they're alittle bit
smaller so the spans between them are al'so alittle
shorter, 300 to 500 feet typically between
structures for the 161. But those would also be
steel single pole structures. Next slide.

So the typical construction process.
After a permit isissued, then we begin doing soil
surveys and property staking to identify the
right-of-way and permit that information to
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landowners. And then construction access begins
developing access roads or matting to get access to
locations, tree clearing in the right-of-way where
that's needed. So they're preparing the

right-of-way to be able to do construction. Then
once the access and clearing is done, they mobilize
equipment and deliver materials for the construction
area. They being with the foundation construction
so they'll do the drilled piers, pour those
foundations and let those set up. Then the crews,
the line crews, come through and install the steel
structures on those foundations and then follow
through with stringing the conductor. And then once
that's completed, then they finish up restoration
within those corridors when they've completed
stringing. I'll note that typically thisis

happening in multiple places throughout the project.
So oftentimes there will be multiple crews working
in more than one location. And so at any one point
in time throughout construction, like one of these
steps might be happening or all these steps might be
happening as they're staggered throughout the
project. They tend to, kind of, work from one
direction to the other. But with multiple crews,

they could be working through in paralel in
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different spots. So that's kind of the general
sequence, though. Next dlide.

Then just some key project information
here. We do have a project website there, that
mmrtproject.com. That has an interactive map, some
more descriptive information about the project and
some different fact sheets and things like that to
provide some additional information. So that'sa
good source of information. We do have a specific
project email address there that's regularly
monitored, as well as that hotline number. So you
can always reach out to get more information or
provide comments to us specifically if you have
questions about the project that need answering. In
some of the other information, my contact
information is also included. So therearea
variety of waysyou can get in contact with us.

And that, | believe, ismy last dlide.

MR. DAVIS: All right. Thank you, Sam,
and thank you, Ellen, for those presentations.

Good afternoon, everybody. Thank you for
joining in. My nameis Rich Davis. I'm the
Environment Review Manager with the Minnesota
Department of Commerce for Energy Environmental
Review and Analysis Unit, or EERA, aswe're referred
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to. Additionally, Logan Hicks, another
Environmental Review Manager within our units, is
also on the WebEx heretoday. And he'salso
available for comments or questions at any time
throughout this process. Next slide, please.

All right. Brief agenda of what we're
going to be looking at, our agency's rolein the
environment review process for the project, the
proposed project, scoping, how to recommend
aternatives, how to comment, and then we'll take
some comments and questions from those of you that
are on the meeting. Next dlide.

So the Minnesota Department of Commerce,
we conduct environmental review on behalf of the
Commission for any transmission line that comes --
project that comesin front of them seeking a
Certificate of Need and/or a Route Permit. When
we're doing our environmental review, we're looking
at, we're evaluating potential human and
environmental impacts of the proposed project. We
identify strategiesto avoid, minimize, and mitigate
impacts of the proposed project on resources in the
project area. We serve asaneutral third party, so
we don't advocate for or against any projects. We
are just looking for factual information, trying to
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get to the goal of providing information for the
commissioners so that they understand the project
that's proposed, the potential impacts, and possible
mitigation for those impacts. And we hope that the
Environmental Impact Statement, or the EIS, that we
put out is useful for them to make an informed
decision on issuance of a Certificate of Need and a
Route Permit. Next dlide, please.

So as | mentioned, and as Sam mentioned,
we are completing an EISfor this project. And this
dlide shows alittle bit on the items that will be
included in that EIS. We're looking at the proposed
project and any alternatives. So any aternatives
would include the routes that are proposed by the
applicant, aswell as any additional route
aternatives or route segment alternatives or system
aternatives that may be -- come in during the
comment period and then move forward through scoping
and into -- make it into the EIS. WE'l be studying
potential human and environmental impacts, again,
identify strategiesto avoid, minimize, and mitigate
impacts from the proposed project. It'san
important onewe list. It cannot be avoided in the
ElS, so asthe commissioners are considering the
routes and the route alternatives that are being
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evaluated, we make sure that they know of impacts,
unavoidable impacts, that could occur if acertain
route or alternative is selected. We specifically
point those out. And, again, we are athird party.
We're neutral, so we're not advocating for or
against the project. Next dlide.

Thisactualy isadide, if you remember
the notice that went out, thereis -- aswe're
working through the EI'S scoping process, essentially
the scoping is helping us to develop atable of
contents. So it focuses our efforts and our
analysis to address the various resources, again,
human or environmental resources that can be
impacted throughout the proposed project area as the
proposed project would be constructed and operated,
essentially. And so these questions help -- if
you're wondering about commenting on anything or
have questions about anything, these comments will
kind of help, hopefully, focus you into figuring out
what isreally useful asfar as a comment goes, too,
for us. Y ou can comment on anything that you would
like, but these are the -- these with the questions
tolook at or to consider that are really helpful
for myself asI'm trying to devel op the scope for
what will beincluded inthe EIS. | know we have a
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few people on here who are listening in by phone so
I'm going to read all of this so those folks know,
aswell, what's being covered right here.

Thefirst one, are there other waysto
meet the stated need for the project? For example,
adifferent size project or a different type of
facility. This hasto do with the Certificate of
Need, or CN, that Sam had mentioned earlier in his
presentation. And these are what we refer to as
system alternatives. There's a dide coming up here
that I'll cover alittle bit more on that.

What human and environmental impacts of
the proposed project should be considered in the
EIS. There's awide range of resource areas to
consider from that standpoint. We will have some
additional informational material and documents that
will posted on our project website, aswell as
possibly in eDockets, but on our website for sure on
the project site, on the project page, excuse me, so
that you can refer to those documents if you would
liketo look at them and have some ideas there.

Next, are there any methods to minimize,
mitigate, or avoid potential impacts of the proposed
project that should be considered inthe EIS. Are
there any alternative routes or alternative route
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segments that should be considered in the EIS to
address or mitigate potential impacts associated
with the proposed project. Then last, are there any
unique characteristics of the proposed project area
that should be considered in the EIS.

As Sam mentioned earlier, we want input
especially from the local folks, but anybody that
would like to comment. But it's very helpful for us
to get input from individualsthat live in the
project area and close to the proposed project and
let us know about resources that may be of local
significance or to the communities or to individual
landowners out in the area. Because those are the
things that we can't see on a map or database that
we're looking at. We might not even be able to see
them if we drove down the roads that are along the
route. Next dide, Sam.

So alittle bit on route alternatives and
route -- alternative routes and aternative route
segments. If you're going to propose an alternative
route or route segment to what's being proposed by
the applicant, this slide kind of lays out the
approach that we need to see that's most helpful for
myself and other staff and EERA to be able to carry
the aternatives forward through scoping and into
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the EIS. We're going to need information from you
on describing the anticipated impact of what's being
proposed by the project for the area that you would
like to see moved or shifted. And we need you to
suggest an dternative as detailed as possible. |
prefer maps come in so we know -- we have to be able
to identify the area where that aternative would go
because we have to be able to evaluate and assess
the potential impacts of that alternative compared
to what's being proposed. And | always open it up.
If thereis-- if you have an alternative and aren't
exactly sure how to get it down on amap, you'll see
throughout the presentation in here, my email, my
phone number are on here. And I'm willing to help
anybody out to try to establish an aternative to

the proposed project that we can -- we can at least
evaluate it and consider it for inclusion in the

EIS. And can you go back for me? And when you
submit an aternative, we need to know what its
impact -- what it's mitigating. So with that, the
proposed alternative smply can't be, don't put it

by my house; put it by somebody else’'s. Because
that doesn't really mitigate the impacts of the
proposed project. All that's doing is shifting the
impacts from one landowner to another. So those
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types of aternatives are not overly useful for us.
But that's a very important part of our selection
process, is understanding what is being impacted and
how that can be reduced with the aternative. |
need, you know, to stress that we need suggested
aternatives submitted on time. They need to meet
the need for the project, and they need to be
feasible. So we'll make the decisions on those, on
recommended alternatives that will be carried
forward in the scope of the EIS. The Public
Utilities Commission also does weigh in on that.
Just to point out, if you do suggest an alternative
route or route segment, if the Commission does
select one of those at the end of the day, if they
in their final decision, say that alternative will
be used, there is the potential that X cel would need
to use eminent domain to construct those
aternatives smply because they may be on
properties or with landowners that haven't been
engaged in some of the discussions to use their
property for the project, but Xcel would be told
that they have to use that alternative by the
commissioners. Next slide.

CN alternatives, as| mentioned earlier,
that first question, system alternative that well
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look at. AndintheEIS, wewill consider the
proposed project but we also look at a no-build
dternative. So we study what happensif the
project is not constructed as proposed. But we will
take -- system alternatives can be proposed at this
point while we're scoping. System alternatives are
looking at the project as awhole. It's not
individual route alternatives or route segment
aternatives. It'sthingsthat could be of a
different size or type and could affect the timing
of the project to meet the need of the project. So
it could be a different transmission line of a
different size, or it could be a different type of
project such as distributed energy along the lineto
get at energy needs at the end point and things like
that. And if you'reinterested in more detail on
how to propose a system alternative, again, reach
out to me viaemail or aphone call, and we can have
further discussion on that. Next dlide.

How to comment, the main reason you're
here. So verbal comments during today's meeting,
obvioudly, I'll hear those, plus the court reporter
will record them and we'll have arecord of that.
The next one on here is complete and submit a
comment form. Normally the comment forms are out at
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our in-person meetings, which we have already been
conducting. That sheet will be posted on our

project website. So if you want to go down to the
key documents on our project page, the project page
on our website, it'll be listed there. You can

print it off, fill it out, and it can be mailed

right back to me. So that's your mail option. You
can also email your comments to me, and that comment
online link right there will take you to the project
page. And at the top of the project page, there'sa
Submit a Comment button. If you click on that, you
can fill out that form that comes up. When you
submit your comment, I'll get an email that the
comment has been submitted and it will bein my
hands. So, again, | have to reiterate, the comment
period ends on August 1, 2024. So please get
comments in before that. Next slide.

Again, thisisjust alist of those same
guestionsthat | had read through to kind of focus
the comments and questions you may have in helping
us frame up the scope of the EIS. Next dlide.

Thisisalittle bit different. Again,
this dlide pertains more to in-person stuff because
we do have -- via WebEXx, we do have control alittle
bit more as to who can speak at what times. But when
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you do come on to give a comment, please state and
spell your name so the court reporter can capture
that. 1'm hoping we don't have to limit time but
there is a chance that we do to ensure that
everybody gets at least one opportunity to speak,
but we can come back around if we need to in the
event of that happening. Maintain respect in your
comments. And if possible, direct your comments and
questions to the scope of the Environmental Impact
Statement. Next slide.

This dide hasalot of useful information
as far as where to comment online. It's got the
August 1 deadline on there. It's got my email and
mailing address. It's got those same questions that
I've shown you a couple times here. It has contact
information for Public Utilities Commission staff,
Xcel Energy staff, also our Commerce webpage for
this particular project, and discussion of finding
the full record on eDockets and also how to
subscribe to get email notification of filingsin
eDocketsaswell. So | highly recommend taking a
screenshot of this or we will have the presentation
available on our webpage as well so you could scroll
to that, this slide, and track down anybody that you
need to ask questions or comment.

Page 38

And we're back to the topics for comment.
Sam, I'm going to let you take this over alittle
bit. You've got more control than | do asfar as
letting folks talk.

MR. LOBBY: Soundsgood. Yeah, sol'mthe
only onewho is able to see if people want to speak
or -- and how to unmute folks. And just so folks on
theline, if you'reinterested in speaking, thereis
two different things you can do. You can use the
Raise Hand function. So if you raise your hand, if
you click on that button, I'll be able to see that
you want to speak, and then | can unmute you and can
ask your question. And I'll do it in the order of
whoever raises their hand first. If you are calling
in, you can press * 3, and that will alert me that
you want to speak. Also, if you're onling, thereis
achat function. Y ou can let me know on there that
you want to speak. But if you do use the chat
function, please don't ask your question or anything
there because that isn't included in the record. So
if you do want to speak, just say in the chat box, |
would like to speak, or use the Hand Raise function.
The Hand Raise function is probably the easiest if
you'reonline. If you're calling in, again, you
would press* 3.
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So with the preparation done, we are more
than happy to take any questions or comments from
you. I'm not seeing anyone so far, but if you would
liketo, again, if you're online, Hand Raise
function or chat function. If you'recallingin, it
is*3. And just another opportunity to remind you
again, if you don't want to speak publicly, that's
just fine. There are the written comment
opportunities that Rich has talked about, and that
comment period goes until August 1 so you'll have
plenty of time to still provide acomment if you
didn't get to today. I'm still not seeing anybody.

We got one here. Hold on. All right.
I'm going to go ahead and unmute you, Ben. You're
unmuted and you're welcome to speak. If you could
state and spell your name for the court reporter,
please.

MR. SKIBSTED: Ben Skibsted, B-E-N,
S-K-I-B asin boy, S-T-E-D.

| have -- | got two questions. One might
have been answered and | missed it. But on the maps
that have the alternative routes, was there atime
when those were -- a decision when those were going
to be -- or, when the route was going to be, kind
of, solidified? And so that's my first question.
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My second question was kind of specific to
Segment 3, specifically the eastern portion of that
that ran from Pine Island to that first junction. |
forget what it was labeled on the map. If |
understood Ellen correctly, they were going to use
existing -- the existing -- so yeah, on that map
that you just showed on the green there, that 3A,
section 3A to Chester Junction from Pine Island,
when Ellen was describing what was happening there,
what | heard isthey were going to use existing
structures there so there really would be no
construction in that zone; it would just be
utilizing stuff that was already in place. Thank
you.

MS. HEINE: Ben, yep, that's correct.

That first segment is already constructed and it
would be built to be capable of operating at 345 kV,
even though it was -- that portion has been
operating at 161. So it isadouble-circuit line,

and they don't actually haveto physically do
construction in the middle of that segment. They'll
do some work at the substation itself. And then at
that point where the 161 kV line peels off from the
current structures, there will be some connection
work right there and then they'll install that
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middle segment. But they don't need to physically
make changes to the line in that Segment 3A.

MR. SKIBSTED: Thank you.

MS. HEINE: And then the other question
about the decision when routes would be selected.
The PUC decision, in the earlier presentation,
probably August or September of next year would be
the final decision on routes. Soit'sstill aways
out on that.

MR. SKIBSTED: Thank you.

MR. LOBBY: Thank you very much, Ben,
appreciate it.

All right. Do we have any other folks
that have questions? Just as areminder, the Hand
Raise function or the chat if you're online. And if
you're on the phone calling in, you can press * 3.
Not seeing anybody but you're more than welcome to
ask aquestion if you have any. And, again, August
1 isthe end of comment period.

All right. We have someone else with a
question here. Deanna, I'll unmute you. Go ahead
and state your name, and spell it for the court
reporter.

MS. HILLER: Can you hear me?

MR. LOBBY: Yep, can hear you just fine,
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yeah.
MS. HILLER: Perfect, thank you. I'm
calling on behalf of an interested landowner party.
And | think from what | viewed today on this
presentation, | think what I'm looking at is section
-- segment --

MR. LOBBY': Sorry to interrupt you. Just
for the court reporter, if you could just state and
spell your name, please.

MS. HILLER: Of course. My nameis Deanna
Hiller, D-E-A-N-N-A, my last nameisH-I-L-L-E-R.

MR. LOBBY: Thank you very much. And what
segment was that that you were talking about?

MS. HILLER: Yeah, | think from what I'm
hearing is, and it might be alittle bit of Segment
2, but Segment 4, that dashed line, if we could get
back to that map. Thank you. Interested landowner
has a farm located on the Dodge/Olmsted County line.
So what we're trying to figure out is if any of
those routes, particularly that dashed line, it
looks like possibly, would impact that land. Andis
there away to, like, overlay a plat map on this so
that landowners can kind of really see?

MS. HEINE: Yes. A couple of things
there. Sothat lineisliterally following an
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existing 161 kV single-circuit line. Soif you're
looking at what's on the ground, you know, you can
seeif it's there or not now. It would follow the
same center line as the existing North Rochester to
Northern Hillsline. But we do -- we can get you a
map of any areayou're interested in the project.
GISfolks can zoom in on any parcels you're
interested in and get you a custom map. So if you
want to send me an email maybe would be the best.
Y eah, send it to there. That would be even better
because it will get directly to a GIS person and
they'll get you a customized map.

MS. HILLER: Okay. I'vewritten those
down so I'll make sure to do that. Thank you.

MS. HEINE: Yep.

MR. LOBBY': Thank you very much, Deanna;
appreciate your being here today.

All right. I'm not seeing any other hands
raised just yet. But if you would like to speak and
you're onling, that's the Hand Raise or chat
function, and if you're calling in, *3. And if you
don't want to speak, you have until August 1 to
submit written comments.

Giveit alittle bit here. Oh, all right.
Deanna, go ahead.
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MS. HILLER: Yeah, sorry. DeannaHiller.
I think you already have spelling.

A quick question that came up on that
comments as I'm taking notes here. Are the comments
only in regard to -- that you're accepting only in
regard to the EIS, or isit commentsin genera ?

MR. LOBBY: Anyone is welcome to comment
in any way that they want. That'sjust fine. But
with that said, here, I'll put up the -- these are,
kind of, the topics for comment. These are kind of
just ideas to help you focus your comments in away
that would be useful for Rich. But you can say
whatever you want. Rich, | don't know if you have
anything more to add to that, but yeah.

MS. HILLER: Okay. That's how | kind of
took it, that it was primarily surrounding the EIS
impacts and that kind of thing. So just wanted to
make sure. Thank you.

MR. LOBBY: Thank you. All right. Andwe
have Jake, you're unmuted. If you could please
state and spell your name for the court reporter.

MR. RANDA: Yep. My nameis Jacob Randa,
JA-C-O-B, R-A-N-D-A.

I'm just curiousin the EIS or in this
process of route selection, what weight, if any, is
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given to existing public conservation lands, or even
private? So like wildlife management areas,
waterfowl production areas, conservation easements,
or even like known significant local fly-aways or,
you know, significant habitats.

MR. LOBBY:: Great question. Go ahead,
Rich.

MR. DAVIS: Yeah. Thanksfor that
question, Jake. | can't say we necessarily put a
weight or the commissioners put aweight on those
things. With the EI'S process, we are basically --
we capture that type of information or we try as
best we can to get that information into the EIS so
that the commissioners know that if they select a
certain route or an aternative, that those
properties are there and how many. Wetry to give
them an idea of how many acres or how many linear,
you know, if it'smiles or feet or anything that it
may be crossing and also the resources that are
there. If it'slisted as a higher quality habitat
by some of the DNR surveys or anything like that or
if it'sarestored conservation easement, we point
those things out to the commissioners as well. The
onething that really helps, for me anyway, is if
there is newer areas that have been, you know, new
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areas that have been possibly donated or purchased
by a county or to DNR or something like that or
Pheasants Forever that aren't on amap, they -- you
know, they only update those maps every so often.
If you know of anything in the area, those are great
things for us to get comments on. It may not -- if
something hasn't been totally transferred over yet
or hasn't been started -- you know, restoration work
hasn't been started on something, we may not be able
to see it on amap or a database when we're going
through stuff to try to identify those. Andit's
tough to say asfar as, you know, if ones can be
avoided or not because, again, that comes down to
the commissioners making their decision on which
route or alternative they pick. But we do try to
make sure we look at possible avoidance and
minimization measures as best we can when there are
crossings across those areas.

MR. RANDA: Okay. Thank you.

MR. LOBBY: Thanks, Jake. Appreciate your
guestion.

All right. I'm not seeing anybody else
with questions just yet. But if you would like to
ask aquestion, I'll repeat again. Y ou're probably
sick of hearing me saying it, but Hand Raise
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function or chat function if you're online. And if
you're calling by phone, you can press*3. And
written comment period is open until August 1.

Il just go ahead and put this slide up
as I'm waiting to see if anyone else has questions.
So these are all the questionsto, kind of, focus on
that might help you to give you some ideas of
questionsto ask. Hereis how to do the written
comments. You can go online and find the submit a
comment button there that Rich talked about. You
can email Rich or you can send U.S. Mail. Again,
the Public Utilities -- the main Public Utilities
lead on thisis going to be Cezar Panait. You can
contact me any time and I'm more than happy to work
with you. But Cezar, once he's back, he will be the
best person to contact on the project. And then
there, of course, the contact information for
Commerce and Xcel. And then there is the Department
of Commerce website with more information.

| am still not seeing any other hands. Do
we have any -- maybe running out of questions here,
but I'll give it another minute or two if folks do
still want to comment publicly. Again, that's Raise
Hand or chat if you're online, or *3if you're
calingin.
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And | am not see any questions right now.
You can il let me know, but | think here seeing
that we're not getting any more questions, we'll get
ready here to close out the meeting.

Again, thank you very much for your
attendance today, for taking time out of your busy
schedules to come. Y our presence hereisreally
valued by the Commission and the commissioners. So
it's not awaste of your time. Y our comments and
guestions will be reviewed, and that will be really
helpful for making afinal decision.

I'm still not see any other questions, so
| think with that, we will go ahead and close out
the meeting unless anyone el se has anything to say.

MR. DAVIS: Just want to say thank you to
everybody for attending.

MR. LOBBY: All right. Thanks, folks.
Have agreat day, everybody.

(The meeting concluded at 1:09 p.m.)
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From: Michael & Linda Frost

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: comments on Xcel Transmission Line
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 2:23:43 PM

You don't often get email from frostybrook1@aol.com. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security

Operations Center.

Dear Mr. Davis,

| am opposed to the 4 west power line. | farm in New Haven township Section 32 and
this

line would go across our farm land. We have tiled this land and everything flows well.
It would take many years to get back to how it is now if heavy equipment ran over it.

Also if we needed to spray the crops with helicopters, they may not be able to

maneuver around
them. Farmers should have all options available to them.

This line would also disturb the wildlife habitat in the area which is very important to
us.

Sincerely,
Michael Frost


mailto:frostybrook1@aol.com
mailto:richard.davis@state.mn.us
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: eera.admin no reply@state.mn.us

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment re: Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 11:56:17 AM

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project

Submitter Name: Daniel Garman
Submitter Email: engineman13@gmail.com
Submitter Telephone: (507) 571-0150

Comment:

Is this really necessary? Does the power company define this as a want or a need? The power
company should be required to provide a list of reports for accidents, safety issues, livestock
interferences and the like, of the current powerline routing. How the route "1 South" would
drastically decrease these numbers, and the description of how. If these numbers are not
obtainable in such detail, a general label that identifies that nature of the accident (i.e.
construction, electrocution, stray voltage, etc.) Second, the route "1 South" is going directly
over a house that is not on the satellite imagery. The route "1 South" goes across the road just
to the west of the current residence which is where the new house is, and would put a power
pole in the property owners living room. Block T109 R22 of Rice County, 260TH St,
Morristown. Power companies are energy conscious, but not resource conscious? Route "1
North" eliminates the need to obtain approval for construction in a new area, mitigates the risk
of lawsuit, and consolidates the power transmission to a location that already exists. Route "1
North" provides a better environment for the farmers, as the current 2 pole system is a real
hassle to work around and causes a lot of problems. Upgrading the existing route to achieve
this demand, that is if the need realistic in accordance with the companies wants as compared
to the current utilities in place, would be less of a mess for consumers in the area, less legal
fees, easier for farmers, and overall a more effective use of resources, saving the company
money.

Submit Date: 08/01/2024 04:56 PM


mailto:eera.admin_no_reply@state.mn.us
mailto:richard.davis@state.mn.us

From: eera.admin no reply@state.mn.us

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment re: Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 4:20:45 PM

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project

Submitter Name: Hannah Garman
Submitter Email: the.lemonade.chick@gmail.com
Submitter Telephone: (507) 330-5613

Comment:

To whom it may concern: I am commenting on the following dockets: Routing TL-23-157 and
CoN CN-22-532. T am opposed to the (1 South) alternate Route that is proposed to go down
260th street in morristown township. After visiting with our friends and neighbors it was
brought to my attention that no one living at any of the residences along 260th street were
notified about the transmission line. Furthermore, there is confusion as to where the secondary
line would go, is it proposed to go a mile farther south on the waseca/steele/rice county lines,
or is it proposed for 260th street? I believe that community members need much more detailed
information about this project BEFORE anything is decided. I am also opposed to the southern
line because I believe it is a waste of time and resources creating a new line instead of utilizing
an already existing line (1 North) where easements would only need to be updated and poles
would need to be changed out. The environment near the (1 North) route is already suited to
powerlines, where the proposed southern route would cause a lot of environmental changes as
well as negative human impacts. I am opposed to the south line proposal because said
proposed route would go right through several existing homes, building sites and farm places.
I live just a half-mile south of the proposed (1 South) transmission line. Our neighbors to the
north have just built a new home where the proposed line would cross over and if the line is
pushed south it would cross right into our farm and other neighbors' farms. In addition, there is
a buried gas line that goes across our property lines and I am concerned that the construction
of these lines would interfere with gas lines. If the (1 North) route was utilized, there would
not be this issue. No one will build or plan to build under already existing power lines. In my
opinion, it makes most sense to update the (1 North) transmission lines, economically,
environmentally, and ethically for the people living in the area. I also want to question the
NEED of this line, as local citizens, we have not been given the information as to whether or
not this is absolutely needed or if it is simply a desire. Thank you for your time, Sincerely,
Hannah Garman

Submit Date: 08/01/2024 09:20 PM
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From: Graner Family

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: Fwd: 22-532/23-157 scoping comment
Date: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 8:14:34 PM

You don't often get email from granerfamily@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Richard,

My apologies for the second email. I made a mistake in my email below. There are a total of 6
homes (mine and 5 others) immediately west of highway 52 in this area.

Kevin

From: Graner Family <granerfamily@gmail.com>
Date: July 9, 2024 at 7:55:29 PM CDT

To: richard.davis@state.mn.us

Subject: 22-532/23-157 scoping comment

Greetings Richard,

I tried submitting an on line form, but it dies not appear that the form is being
sent/saved; therefore, I am sending my comments to you via this email. These
comments concern docket number 22-532/23-157. A portion of one of the
proposed routes for the 161kv line from the North Rochester Substation to an
existing transmission line northeast of Rochester runs along highway 52. This
comment pertains to the area along highway 52 between 100th ST NW and 85th
ST NW. My home is situated approximately 150 feet north of 90TH ST and 200
feet west of highway 52 right of way. A new transmission line in close proximity
to my home will definitely decrease the esthetic appeal and property value. The
current proposed route is located on the east side of highway 52 between 100TH
ST and 90TH ST, then crosses to the west side of highway 52 just south of 90TH
ST. If this route is chosen instead of the alternative route that does not follow
highway 52, I request that the current configuration be maintained with the line on
the east side of highway 52 from 100TH ST to just south of 90TH ST. Not only
does it minimize the negative impact to my property, but it also minimizes the
negative impact to 4 other homes immediately west of highway 52 in this area. I
feel the alternate route for this 161kv line that does not follow highway 52 is
preferable as it will not negatively impact all the homes along highway 52. Please
feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning my comments.
Thank you for your consideration,

Kevin
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From: Erin Guentzel

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: Mankato-Mississippi River 345 kV TL Project comments
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 6:33:47 PM

You don't often get email from ejguentzel@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Hello Richard,

My name is Erin Guentzel and | live near the intersection of 224th Lane and CR 27 in rural
Madison Lake. | spoke during the meeting on Monday, July 8th at the County Inn and Suites in
Mankato.

Environmental impact
The proposed Mankato-Mississippi River 345 kV TL Project will absolutely have an effect in the

current proposed location along the Sakatah Singing Hills Trail between CR 86 and CR 27, a
path that also goes through a body of water (Eagle Lake North/Eagle Lake South) that is full of
vegetation, wildlife, etc.

e Fagle Lake South is a Designated Wildlife Lake (one of only 70 in the state) that already
has power line poles (wooden, base not visible most of the time) that run along the
border of the trail on this side of the lake. Some of these poles hold bird/bat houses
and there is vegetation that grows around the base. While they're not pretty, they're
fairly simple in the eyesore category (Photo attached)

e By "upgrading" these lines, how will the construction avoid destroying not only the trail
(the only access to that area and it's NOT a road) but also the habitats along the trail
side into the lake?

e |nthe last 10-15 years, we have seen the tree population along this trail decrease
significantly. Some were lost because of storms/age, but we have seen the extensive
trimming and removal of trees that interfere with the current power lines. (Photo
attached) How many more will be lost to strengthen a grid for supposed growth?

Human impact

As | stated, we live at the intersection of 224™ Lane and County Road 27 in rural Madison
Lake. 224t Lane runs parallel to the Sakatah Singing Hills Trail. Our intersection is also home
to a substation - once fairly unassuming, but in the 20 years we have lived here there has been
upgrades to the substation with bigger poles (including an ugly rust colored one) and shinier
fences (Photo attached). Asyou drive north on CR27 from Highway 14, you'll see 2 solar
arrays to the left and to the right. % mile later is the substation. It's a lot of electrical
infrastructure in a short amount of distance. To add even more, large standing structures


mailto:ejguentzel@gmail.com
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https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

down CR27 (and just to the east of us) is too much. (Photo of the area attached)

While we don't subscribe to the idea that electricity is going to fry our brains, we have seen
what happens when something at the substation shorts out or there is an issue. A loud POP,
flash, no power and some small flames at the site on the affected pole. It's also not a site we
expected to see when we built our home 20 years ago. We weren't given the opportunity to
speak about the growth of the substation or the unsightly additions that haven appeared since
we built. Due to an ordinance that wasn't clear, we've had not one, but TWO solar arrays built
in our neighborhood because at that time there wasn't a set distance for how close they could
be. We support solar, but we also support rural living and not being completely surrounded
by metal and wires.

As a runner | regularly use the Sakatah Trail and watching the loss of trees has been
disheartening. There is less significantly less shade since any trees that are left are all on the
north side of the trail. Pretty soon there won't be any shade at all.

Alternative route

It's been said that the original northbound route along CR 26 isn't feasible because of the
airspace with the local airport. Yet, there are large lines going north on CR12 towards the
airport, even crossing over to the airport side just after the CR 26 intersection and proceeding
just south of the airport. (Photo attached) There are also lines currently going through that
same area south of the airport only with shortened poles and an obvious gap near the
runway.

e Why is this not an option when there are already lines of this size in the area?

e While an airport is necessary, so is protecting wildlife, wetlands, protected bodies of
water, etc. in a world where overzealous growth creates damage that isn't noticed until
it's too late. I'm sure when this route was planned the environmental history of this
area weren't well known to someone who may not live here.

Necessity
Is it necessary? While the City of Eagle Lake's Land Use Plan calls for "Light industrial" north

of Hwy 14, their Shoreland Ordinance actually forbids it. 80 acres of land annexed into the
City of Eagle Lake 4 years ago is currently in the process of being detached and returned to the
township. This piece is the most northern part of the annexed area, and with the detachment,
surrounding landowners, and an ongoing study of the Hwy 14 corridor between CR 12 and
Hwy 60, most development would likely happen SOUTH of Hwy 14.

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to submit areas of concern with this proposed
project. | sincerely hope that another route can be determined as seeing more destruction to



the lake, habitats, trees, etc. along the Sakatah Trail would be frustrating, especially if it's only
for speculated growth and necessity.

Erin J Guentzel
60374 224 Lane

Madison Lake, MN 56063
507-382-6061
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From: Shawna Hanson

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)

Subject: Environmental Impact Statement for Segment 4 of XCEL Energy Transmission Proposal
Date: Sunday, July 28, 2024 11:02:47 AM

Attachments: Transmission Line Proposal.pdf

You don't often get email from smhanson17@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security

Operations Center.

My name is Shawna Hanson. 1 live at 7508 Safar Court, NW, Rochester, MN. This is my
impact statement with regard to segment 4 of the proposed transmission line plan.

1) I have lived in my location for over 10 years now. Moving here after my previous
property South of Pine Island was taken for road development (125th Street). My current

property runs parallel to 751 Street. | currently have a Dairyland power line running in the
ditch along my property. | have a very unique property consisting of a 1923 Tudor style home
that was relocated to this acreage site from the Historic Pill Hill area of Rochester (area behind
Saint Marys Hospital) in the 1980s. | have a well-established tree line that both camouflages

this power line as well as buffers my property from the extremely busy and loud 75 Street
traffic. This tree line has taken many years to develop and, if taken down, will probably not
be able to be replaced as a well-established tree line again during my lifetime. This most
likely will cause a detrimental depreciation to my property’s value. However, as worst case
scenario, if you do decide to use this route, | would request that you please consider

constructing your transmission line on the opposite (South side) of 75" Street since there is no
consistent or well-groomed tree lines on that side of the highway. It current Dairyland
powerline runs on the South side of 75! Street at the East side of my property anyways. Not
sure why the existing power line was crossed over 75 Street just to the East of my property

for such a short ways to the West of my property where it then heads to the North at 18th
Avenue.

2) Secondly, 751 Street is an extremely busy two-lane highway being used to deter Highway
63 traffic around Rochester. Again, this is only a two-lane highway with a very small

shoulder space service a large volume of traffic. Due to high rates of accidents at the 18th

Avenue intersection with 75 Street (just to the West of my property), MNDot is planning to
construct a roundabout at that intersection next summer. | would recommend that you
carefully consider the logistics of attempting to construct and maintain this transmission line
along a very busy two-lane highway with very little shoulder space.

3) To both the North and South of my residence is a significant amount of high-end

development happening. Hence, the need for the roundabout at the 18™ Avenue intersection
to accommodate even more anticipated traffic burden on and across the highway. Please
consider the significant destruction of aesthetic you are causing to our beautiful properties in
this area with an ugly transmission line running through.
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Please consider the points that | have thoughtfully presented to you above as a lifelong
inhabitant of the Rochester/Oronoco/Pine Island area.
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From: eera.admin no reply@state.mn.us

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment re: Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project
Date: Sunday, July 28, 2024 10:56:56 AM

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project

Submitter Name: Shawna Hanson
Submitter Email: smhansonl7@gmail.com
Submitter Telephone: (507) 358-4815

Comment:

My name is Shawna Hanson. I live at 7508 Safar Court, NW, Rochester, MN. This is my
impact statement with regard to segment 4 of the proposed transmission line plan. 1) I have
lived in my location for over 10 years now. Moving here after my previous property South of
Pine Island was taken for road development (125th Street). My current property runs parallel
to 75th Street. I currently have a Dairyland power line running in the ditch along my property.
I have a very unique property consisting of a 1923 Tudor style home that was relocated to this
acreage site from the Historic Pill Hill area of Rochester (area behind Saint Marys Hospital) in
the 1980s. I have a well-established tree line that both camouflages this power line as well as
buffers my property from the extremely busy and loud 75th Street traffic. This tree line has
taken many years to develop and, if taken down, will probably not be able to be replaced as a
well-established tree line again during my lifetime. This most likely will cause a detrimental
depreciation to my property?s value. However, as worst case scenario, if you do decide to use
this route, I would request that you please consider constructing your transmission line on the
opposite (South side) of 75th Street since there is no consistent or well-groomed tree lines on
that side of the highway. It current Dairyland powerline runs on the South side of 75th Street
at the East side of my property anyways. Not sure why the existing power line was crossed
over 75th Street just to the East of my property for such a short way to the West of my
property where it then heads to the North at 18th Avenue. 2) Secondly, 75th Street is an
extremely busy two-lane highway being used to deter Highway 63 traffic around Rochester.
Again, this is only a two-lane highway with a very small shoulder space service a large
volume of traffic. Due to high rates of accidents at the 18th Avenue intersection with 75th
Street (just to the West of my property), MNDot is planning to construct a roundabout at that
intersection next summer. I would recommend that you carefully consider the logistics of
attempting to construct and maintain this transmission line along a very busy two-lane
highway with very little shoulder space. 3) To both the North and South of my residence is a
significant amount of high-end development happening. Hence, the need for the roundabout at
the 18th Avenue intersection to accommodate even more anticipated traffic burden on and
across the highway. Please consider the significant destruction of aesthetic you are causing to
our beautiful properties in this area with an ugly transmission line running through. Please
consider the points that I have thoughtfully presented to you above as a lifelong inhabitant of
the Rochester/Oronoco/Pine Island area.

Submit Date: 07/28/2024 03:56 PM


mailto:eera.admin_no_reply@state.mn.us
mailto:richard.davis@state.mn.us

From: eera.admin no reply@state.mn.us

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment re: Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project
Date: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 9:23:52 PM

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project

Submitter Name: Samuel Matzek
Submitter Email: samuel.matzek@gmail.com
Submitter Telephone:

Comment:

When looking at the route comparison tables in Appendix L of the application
(https://mmrtproject.com/documents/filing/MMRT_ CombinedApplication AppendixL. Apr2024.pdf)
you can see that Segment 4 West option has more environmental impacts than Segment 4 East: 1.
The west route has 1.8x the number of right-of-way acres required. The right-of-way acres consume
an additional 110 acres of prime farmland and 2.3x the number of acres listed as "Farmland of State
Importance". Given the importance of our food production supply this difference in the east and
west options should not be overlooked. 2. The segment 4 west route has 45.78 acres of deciduous
forest in the right-of-way whereas the east route has only 5.65. The west route will thus impact more
of our forest lands and clearing the right-of-ways in the forest lands will add to the project cost and
on-going maintenance of the lines. 3. The segment 4 west route has 1.9x number of wetland acres in
the right-of-way than the segment 4 east route. Protecting the wetlands from the pollution caused by
construction and preserving them for general water quality should be a priority. 4. The segment 4
west route is listed as having 4 "MNDNR Native Plant Communities Within Right-of-Way" and the
east route has 0. For these environmental reasons I believe that the segment 4 east route should be
chosen over the segment 4 west route. If for some reason the segment 4 west route must be chosen
over segment 3 then I feel that the "4 West A" option along the existing 161KV line is the better than
the "regular" 4 West option. This is because it will make use of existing easements and right-of-way
and should be able to make use of either existing poles or existing pole locations. The use of existing
easements, right-of-way, and likely reuse of poles and pole foundations should result in a lower
project cost.

Submit Date: 07/25/2024 02:22 AM
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From: eera.admin_no_reply@state.mn.us

To: Davis. Richard (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment re: Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:28:48 PM

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project

Submitter Name: Ryan Culhane
Submitter Email:
Submitter Telephone: (507) 685-2587

Comment:

I would greatly appreciate it if there was a little better thought as to whether or not this project
was needed. | cannot understand why it needs to happen and in my neighborhood! The line
could stay on the current route, a new route does not seem logical - keep it where it is! Have
you considered the impact this could have on the farms, wildlife, livestock that are in these
areas? How about the families and young children that could be affected by this? Also, what
about the fact that we do not want to look at these things outside of our windows! It could be
helpful to find a new route or keep it where it is!

Submit Date: 08/01/2024 08:28 PM
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From: eera.admin_no_reply@state.mn.us

To: Davis. Richard (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment re: Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:23:34 PM

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project

Submitter Name: Stephanie Culhane
Submitter Email: mywellhouse@gmail.com
Submitter Telephone: (507) 685-2587

Comment:

It is my understanding that this project is to be routed through the area that | and my family
live (260th St Morristown). | am curious if this really needs to be routed through my area.
Why can't it stay on the same route it currently is on? Are there other options for routes? Is
this really needed?! It is my understanding that there are other proposed projects already!
What are the potential impacts to humans, animals, and the environment?!? We have livestock
and other animals in this area. But again, the impact this could have on the humans that live
here as well! There are also farmers who have land, creeks...all of these things could be greatly
impacted by this project. Not to mention the esthetics! There is a reason many of us live out
here! To get AWAY from these types of things. Please think long and hard if this project is
truly needed!

Submit Date: 08/01/2024 08:23 PM
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From: anorthwoods

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)
Subject: Comments - Docket # E002/CN-22-532, E002/TL-23-157
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 4:28:15 PM

You don't often get email from anorthwoods@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

| tried to submit these comments online, but not sure it submitted correctly.

Names: Steven & Patricia Eckdahl, Jonathan & Betsy Eckdahl
Phone Number: 507-202-7138

Email Address: anorthwoods@gmail.com

We represent two homesteads on one family farm, 8018 75th Ave NW & 8030 75th Ave NW,
Oronoco. The proposed Segment 4 West route travels along the entire south property line of
our apple orchard, from 75th Ave NW east to the approximate intersection with the DNR
Douglas Trail. Our concerns about this proposed route include the following:

1. Most importantly is the safety of our family. There are three children (ages 9, 7 & 4) living
in the home designated on maps as a "structure within the proposed route.” This home, built
in 2017, is less than 150 feet from the south property line which, to our understanding, is the
centerline for the power line. We've read the studies claiming there is no risk to child health,
but do not believe we should be forced to subject our precious children to such unknowns.
Just the loss of the tree line as a buffer to this home will be detrimental long-term for
habitability, safety (specifically, snow and chemical drift) and resale value.

2. Shortly after we purchased the property in 1986, we began planting vegetation, specifically
on that south property line, to buffer the farm from outside influences as we planned and
prepared for our orchard. The entire property line has been planted with a variety of
deciduous and coniferous trees, which serve as both a windbreak from the damaging winter
winds and as a barrier to potential chemical drift from the commercial farming operation to
our south. These well-intentioned plantings have been crucial to the health of our apple trees
and the crop we harvest from them annually. Removing that tree line will compromise our
ability to control food safety and harvesting practices.

3. We open our farm to the public annually during the Fall season of September and October.
Of the thousands of guests we have during those months, rarely a day goes by that we do not
hear, "What a lovely property:" "a gem in the countryside;" or "it's so peaceful here." We
sincerely believe that a big power line through the property will be a long-term distractant for
our guests.

4. We believe a temporary easement is not sufficient for the long-term damage this will do to
our family-run business, perhaps even threatening the viability of continued operations. We
anticipate losing at least 60 mature fruit-bearing trees, and potentially 50+ newly-producing
trees of two of the University of Minnesota's most promising new varieties. This is just the
initial loss, and does not include any future tree death due to chemical drift and loss of
windbreak.

We respectfully request that you reconsider the potential alignment of Segment 4 West.
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Thank you.

Steve & Patty Eckdahl
Northwoods Orchard
www.northwoodsorchard.com


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northwoodsorchard.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crichard.davis%40state.mn.us%7C6e49903841e74a36d22e08dcb270d8c7%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638581444946664756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qm4ETMlu4%2F87m2kWx1dSNaDs11g52CtSArmrkEx7IY0%3D&reserved=0

From: Eckel Passow, Jeanette E.. Ph.D.

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)

Cc: Eckel Passow, Jeanette E., Ph.D.

Subject: Mankato-Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Line Project in SE MN
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 7:32:19 PM

You don't often get email from eckelpassow.jeanette@mayo.edu. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Dear Richard,

| am writing in regards to the Mankato-Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Line Project in SE MN.
My husband and | attended the meeting in Pine Island on July 9 and we live in the area.

| have two primary concerns regarding the new transmission line.

First, it is unclear that building new lines on new routes versus updating existing infrastructure is
best for the environment or the people who live and work in the communities. While a new route
might be cheaper in the short term, the long term cost and detriment to our environment and
community must be considered. Infrastructure will need to be updated at some point in the near
future; thus, why not consider updating infrastructure now to meet the current needs? Based on
the presentation, it appears that urgency and short term cost have been the deciding factor for the
current proposal versus truly evaluating what is best for the environment and the local communities.

Second, the community that we live in is a farming community. Specifically, it mainly consists of
crop farms. The crop farms in our area are increasingly using helicopters to spray the fields; | see
this routinely for most of the fields around our property. Thus, not only will adding new routes
significantly increase the risk for these helicopter pilots, but it will also impact their businesses if they
are no longer to spray fields due to the increased risk and the associated increased insurance costs.
Likewise, this will have downstream effect on the farmers.

| really hope that we can do better than simply proposing new lines as the benefits do not outweigh
the risks. Excel needs to go back, collaborate with their energy partners, and do better. Let’s force
them to work together and decide how to update current infrastructure. At a minimum, such a
proposal should have been presented, which it was not.

Sincerely,
Jeanette Eckel-Passow

48689 150t Ave

Pine Island, MN 55963
507-313-8017
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You don't often get email from c_schwartz@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security Operations Center.

Hi Richard,

| am from Waterville and have concerns about segment 1 along the southern route option. It runs along the southern border of our property in Le
Sueur County and right through the middle of 3 of our parcels in Rice County. Specifically in Rice County, it runs through a wetland and woods that |
own with my 2 brothers and uncle. | highlighted in yellow and circled it in blue where the transmission line would be. This area is home to a lot of
wildlife. The red circles are where sandhill cranes nest every spring and the green circles are known nesting areas for great horned owls. We would
hate to see their habitat affected by this new line. It would also run right along Waterville Creek which is one of the DNR's protected streams and
rivers. We hunt this area every year and a line running through the middle of it affects the habitat for many species of animals and greatly affects
the enjoyment of the land we have known for many years.

In Le Sueur county it would run on the southern border of 3 more of our parcels. (highlighted and circled in blue). This route would affect potential
building sites on these 3 parcels and drastically limits you as to where you could build with a large transmission line like this on these parcels. We
already have a cell phone tower on the northern edge of parcel number 14.025.7600 (circled in green). Also, there is already an existing
transmission line that runs along Hwy 60 on the northern edges of these 3 parcels (highlighted and circled in blue). | would like to build a house out
here someday but with this new potential line coming through | don't know that there is a feasible way to do so. Our options are already limited
with the existing transmission line to the north and the cell phone tower as well.

| would suggest using the proposed north route instead of the south route. There is already an existing transmission line there and | believe that
route would be less impactful to the environment and the people along it.

I only ask that you consider all of these things when making a decision. This farm has been in the family for generations and we would like to
preserve it as best as we can. | really appreciate your time and effort in all of this. Please reach out to me with any questions you may have or if you
would like more information. Below are the maps | was referring to. Could you please let me know that you got this message if it's not too much
trouble?

Thank you,

Corey Schwartz

Rice County Map:
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Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project
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Comment:

My comments, impact statement, and route alternatives are all included in the attached

document. Thanks for the opportunity to be heard! Edward & Jody Westad 23760 Appleton
Avenue Faribault, MN 55021
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Introduction:

My name is Ed Westad. | live in Rice County, south of Faribault, along the eastern edge of
the Xcel planned route 1 South in Segment 1 (shown in orange in the routing plan that was
shared).

This is my attempt to provide a detailed explanation of the impact of the currently proposed
route as well as providing an alternative route for the project team to consider. My
comments pertain to the far eastern edge of Segment 1, as it transitions into the West
Faribault Substation and then onto Segment 2.

Description of Impact:

The primary impact | want to highlight is along route 1 South, specifically the 2-mile stretch
of Appleton Avenue, between 230" Street and 250™ Street in Rice County, south of
Faribault. In that short portion of the segment, there are five addresses (four houses),
detailed later in this document, and depicted on Figure 1. Most of the addresses in my
illustration represent homes that were built prior to the Northern States Power Company
easements being granted in June of 1953. The following excerpt is from the abstract for my
property, and is likely representative of most properties along this portion of the route.

Worth noting is that the easement was established after the houses were built. The
easement prescribes a “...wood pole electric transmission line...”running adjacent to the
road, all in exchange for $40.00.

As time progresses, that easement appears to have been partially released in October
1985.
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This amendment appears to now specify a ROW distance of 27’ adjacent to the ROW for
C.S.A.H. #18.

I’ve cited these examples to illustrate the history and changes over time and also to
highlight the contrast between no distance ROW in 1953, or an additional 27° ROW in 1985,
the sum of which is significantly less than the newly asked for 150’ ROW. To further
illustrate the contrast between the past easement ROW and the proposed new one, the
“..wood pole...” structure currently specified and permitted would be taken out, and
presumably upgraded to metal poses. While metal poles are probably a good idea from an
engineering and safety standpoint, they’re not in accord with what the current easement
establishes, that defining the structures being ‘wood’.

While | want to believe that the existing easements were fully disclosed and discussed at
the time they were signed, the end result is a set of restrictions that are fairly presumptive
and short-sighted. One of the more onerous limitations pertains to Rice County building
permits, as each attempt to define a set-back from the centerline of the road, which may or
may not include the centerline of the utility line. This means we need to obtain a variance
for any construction, even in the ‘back’ of our house, because the entire structure is now
deemed “too close to the road / ROW”.

Worth noting is that the history of the property deed reaches back to 1861, with a dwelling
structure dating back to approximately 1910, these incumbent uses and structures
significantly predate the ROW that came into being a mere 71 years ago. Given the passage
of time we’ve had to do a fair amount of bureaucratic paperwork simply to get permits to
maintain our home even though the structure is no closer to the road, or to the power lines,
than it’s ever been.

Given this history and background, and then adding in the new ROW being request, this
puts the entire viability of our home into question. (I’'m using the 150’ ROW distance as that



is what was presented in the Xcel materials distributed during the public hearings). While |
understand why the change is necessary, the ROW guidelines are unmanageable for us,
due to the entire home being inside that ROW or setback zone. This likely poses an
increased risk to people and structures while at the same time diminishing resale value of
our homes and properties along Appleton Avenue.




Details of property addresses:

Figure 1 depicts the properties on the 2 mile stretch of Appleton Avenue in Rice County. My
home is 23760 Appleton Avenue (shown in green), while my neighboring locations are also
shownin blue (Alladdress #’s on Appleton Avenue.)

Wells West
Lake

Faribault
Substation

234508
23460 & 234648

2376048

241268
24242@

Figure 1 — Appleton Avenue properties



Alternative being proposed:

My proposed alternative shown in Figure 2. Itillustrates a pair of options, both
accomplishing the same objective but with slight variations. Given that a major connection
pointis the West Faribault Substation, my alternative(s) aim to get to that location, more
directly and with significantly less impact on existing residential structures. Referring to my
illustration below, | will highlight the features and nuances of this pair of options.

e Westad-1a-this route picks up the current line on Appleton Avenue (1 South,
shown in orange) but then would utilize the existing East / West line that goes over to
the East side of I-35, at which point | propose that Xcel could

e Westad-1b -This is fairly similar to Westad-1a with the notable exception that it
would continue the East / West part of route 1 South (again shown in orange), and
continue on a new path to the East side of I-35, where it would similarly follow the |-
35 & Railroad ROW'’s going North, ultimately meeting the existing line shown in
lavender (labeled 2 South). The number of homes impacted by this would be one, as
there is an newer home with an address of 1010 250" Street. This seems like it
could be viable, but could be less desirable due to the route being about one
additional mile over what’s proposed in Westad-1a



Wells West
Faribault
Substation

Figure 2 — Route Alternatives proposed by Ed Westad



Alternative Mitigates impact:

My proposed alternative mitigates impact because it moves the new line and associated
ROW requirements away from existing homes and structures. | truly believe that Westad-
1ais far less impactful due to it following established pathways and ROW'’s while avoiding
homes and structures.

Worth noting, my proposed option Westad-1a follows a route that is largely already
available to Xcel with the small portion ‘new’ being on a pathway or corridor that has no
hones or structures and may have easily obtained easements due to existing railway and
utility lines for the majority of that pathway.

Please consider this route proposal. Please enter my impact assessment into the public
comment repository so that the appropriate agencies can review and render opinions.

Thanks for the opportunity to be heard!
Edward & Jody Westad

23760 Appleton Avenue
Faribault, MN 55021
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