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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: November 18, 2021  

 
In the Matter of the Formal Complaint and Petition for Relief by Nokomis Energy LLC and Ole 
Solar LLC Against Northern States Power Company dba Xcel Energy.   
 
PUC Docket Number:   E-002/C-21-786 

 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes December 20, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 

   Reply comment period closes December 30, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 

Issue: Should the Commission investigate the Formal Complaint and Petition for 
Relief by Nokomis Energy LLC and Ole Solar LLC Against Northern States 
Power Company dba Xcel Energy?  

 
Topics open for comment:   

• Does the Commission have jurisdiction over the subject matter of the Complaint? 
• Are there reasonable grounds for the Commission to investigate these allegations? 
• Is it in the public interest for the Commission to investigate these allegations upon its own 

motion? 
• If the Commission chooses to investigate the Complaint, what procedures should be used 

to do so? 
 
Background 
 
On November 9th, 2021 Nokomis Energy filed a Formal Complaint against Xcel Energy. Nokomis 
alleges in the Complaint that: 1) Xcel Energy violated the Minnesota Distribution Energy Resources 
Interconnection Process (MN DIP) by implementing an “on-hold” step in the process 
(consequently, missing several MN DIP deadlines) due to what Nokomis believes is a 
misinterpretation of the word “serially” by Xcel (Sec. 10; Sheet No. 180, MN DIP 1.8); and 2) Xcel 
Energy’s estimated 600 business day hold on the project does not constitute “Reasonable Efforts”, 
as defined in the MN DIP, to meet the MN DIP timeframes (Sec. 10; Sheet No. 195, MN DIP 5.2.2 
and Sheet No. 209, MN DIP Glossary).  
 
Nokomis seeks relief by the Commission issuing an order directing Xcel to resume processing the 
Ole Solar LLC application and comply with Xcel’s legal obligation under the MN DIP. Should the 
Commission find that Xcel is permitted to delay processing the application, then Nokomis requests 
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that the Commission find that 600 business days is not “Reasonable Efforts” and direct Xcel to 
resume processing the Ole Solar LLC interconnection within a reasonable timeframe. 
 

Formal Complaints are subject to Minn. Rule 7829.1700 - .1900. The Commission’s Utility 
Proceeding, Practice, Procedure rules are electronically available at:  
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/7829/  . 
 

Section 10 of Xcel Energy’s Rate Book includes detail on the Company’s interconnection process 
and is electronically available at https:  
https://www.xcelenergy.com/staticfiles/xe-
responsive/Company/Rates%20&%20Regulations/Rate%20Cases/Me_Section_10.pdf . 
 

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216B.17, subd. 1, the Commission may dismiss any complaint without a 
hearing if in its opinion a hearing is not in the public interest. 
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling).  All parties, 
participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling:  mn.gov/puc, select eFiling, and 
follow the prompts. 
 

Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            Visit mn.gov/puc, select Comment and follow the prompts 

Email:              consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101  
 

Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this docket via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc, select Search eDockets, enter the year (21) and the docket number (125), select 
Search. 
 

Subscribe to receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket at 
mn.gov/puc, select Subscribe, or click HERE and follow the prompts. 
 

Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Derek Duran, at Derek.Duran@state.mn.us or Michelle Rosier at michelle.rosier@state.mn.us or 
651-201-2212. 
 

Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications Relay 
Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Chrishna Beard, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Docket Number E002/C-21-786 
Dated this 18th day of November, 2021 
 
 
 
/s/ Chrishna Beard 
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