
J*s*r: Fiers$(alfia, Thunsday 6/S/2024.

Regar"dimE r*sponsihfie noute eciaf{:atfiCIH'r for Xcel 34S kV porverfine proje*t

Ffie[[a,. t arn Ja*on Ffrersf;qalEa, c[tiz*n prsperEy cv{rner, f-ather. hulshamd ar"rd agr[*utturnafi
h*nnestead *wri*r arud f,RF rnarxafiement arrd *emmunity rnerrher, H arn writlng to
address the Xcefi 345 f;{V F*u.$er[ins protreat fr*n'l Beu[qerJ5hen'c* plant" {EncludEng FL.0C

Do*ket F,$ri.rr*her E-Sff2JCN-22-131, E-ffifi2iTL-.e2-133 and otlrens associated uv$th t}'tern)

The blerc rsr"rte establfrsfred by XceH amd appn"oved by fu{t{ F[-]C Is pr*iected to run
tfrrroug$r rny preperty dfivtdiriE it frri half" The eunren[ blu:e noute as frt contifiues t* be
*ffiafialfy p,r'op*sed, presents sngmfrficant adverse effects fmn rny*e]f aerd rny faumfrly, n'ny

c*r*n'runfrty, amd the enwis'onnrer"lt comcerreing the lamd qm whtich fl ltve amd rnan*ge.

E recelued an errra#l r*essage fr*mt Miimnes*ta FublEc Ut]lEties frornm"]frssion
exeaEitBve secr*tary Wif[ Seuffent on Sl5/?4, which iderntified a f{st6ce of Csnrlrrrent Perfrod
sxr the ru"rerfrts of the aert[frcate of meed appili*ati*n'x"

The 3 t*pfras fer cornn'lent and m'Iy responses to these are as f*lF*ws:

1" $hou$d the c*mnnfisston granlt a cerltfffaate of need fcr El're prop*sed pno]ect?

Nothere are *th*n feaslhle B'nsre effrafrent efierg]r-soilrces tfiat have
derrnonstnated a sfrgnifrcant decnease flru pcllfiuntiem frsni tnadstional energy
ss[.rrffis slrch a* coal hulrnrng pfiamts. f{atr.rr,a$ gas planrt* and ir"rrpr*ired
nr*cEear energy proses$es have dewelop*d a c*eaner and effic[ent sonrce fcr
energy. [m fact" fs'[fd FL}C srid Hced energy have added a reqlnest for natunal

Ses sCILlrc*s with th[s pro]e*t [n tF:e pa*t S rn*r:thts, rvhtah s[garafs the Bimnted

efflciency of the so$ar and r*vir"ld ss&rrees flrlhererrt to t]rss pnoject" En tf'lat
regard, Mf\$ PLJC aarlr"lqt uph*lld safe, nellfahFe aurd affordable enengy for
Fll}inn*sote. There are r"eal safet5r ffq*ncerns wfrth f-'{igh U*ltage F*'luer fl-tnes,
part[cutrerty wittr F{urnan F{ealth and prol*nged *xposur*. ffiecreased
efficiency snd ir:currs$steret weather tiiratits r*Hiabll[ty" Th[s rnay he uuhy the
naturaf;gas options uuas added hack into tfre plans. Affmndahilcty [s m*st
irnr-rredfiat*fty frnrpacted by efflctier-lcy of emergy pnoductlonr ar"ld [ae[s of
avattahfililty. especiml$y et peffk t[rnes" [n a society of green c*nservatiom, we
are emcs{-rnagfintg gn*aten tsfiergy consurrmption and depemderuae

{computensl&$} fon our da[[y liiwes ar"rd our infrastrucEure ffiater treatment,
ernergy df;stnihut$ch"r, ffofintrniimEcati*m3" Disr*:ptlein to *ur neEiamce wiff[ cas.Jse

damage srr rrTfifty $evefts, $-{ealth. Ec*rr*mlc and $ecurity amomg major
con-rsidenatfions" Thfrs qvt[$ hawe a sfrgn[fitcamt fftnaarciail [nnpact, not or"lly frorr
lnltiafl cssts and dinect rate in*rease*, but tq: tt'le cammrerunitSr at $arge urilth

disnuptfions and t]re c*m*equerxses ffiat theSr er.ltaifi.

Fa*rthenrn*re, t$rere are uJ$"rspoker: a*sts *f cr*Eoirig rnaintenarrae anrd
nepfacememt of wfirrdmiEls, sof ar panef;s amd batterfres. The hatteries f,n



partEcLnfar rfle]i fteed effiufrrscnn'ier']t*ffiy semsfrtive trefitrment- whfic!'i Fs co*tfy hoth
from am euomoru'lic and Eneen envir*nrnemt and cltrr*ate nranagentent
star"rdputnt.

?" lf gnanted, what addrtiorral crndittsns cr nequlneffreftts, [f any, shott'ld he
in*lqrded [n the certlfFcaEe qf need?

**Pn*tecti*r"l of h'tunran ft-teafth-the best mit[gatior"l is distamce and fofiiage-in
any ilr'rstance e*f ln"rpacting a resfrde*ae, fo$itigetion r-neasures sFlor.ttd he agreed
urpon to t[:e safety and satisfaatH** of the $nnpaeted resfrdent, This rnay include
additfiCInal hCIrme ecnstm:cts, addltion ef folfiage" hut F.iTcst [rnB*r'tant$y, Sfrstanrce
frona the EfqdF souree frtsetf.

"Econornic pn*tect[*nr to csnrrnuritty pneseruatfron-rnitigatimg *r'td airoiding
cftramg*s to the chanacter and pr*pertles of imdir.ridua[ E:or-r*esteads and
cornn"lurnitiles,, Taking the tinae ts do fit rfrght amd do it he*t as this Es a rnajor
and p*rmanent change [r'r both lnstaftces.

"Resp*cting and accmumtlng f,rurman rfghts, eitizerr rig&:ts, amd ccn*tEtntional
rtghts,. Respe*timg ttre cu[tural henttege and hunran dignfrty of the affected
inhahfitarts.

*Recugnizfrng the omgofrrig rflsk te hteaflth, as r*uelE as the [*ss of [ar:d.
agrict*ltrrral opportunirya;q econonric loss. {;aG:lt/Cti*, *fiz yea,^so{" /*[*r,.
!:t,r,t,,*y d ,{b*,qrs[1;ta.iz //fia."f ",qilii/./*r..n,ri",loa'*s":/fdd),
^Hrour0rng cofi"npen$atton lor Inese Torf,e$ sacrmrces oI FrIe qrncllrffing neatu'r
effieats fr*r'r'r E&rtF), lfiherty qlamd *wnershfip and agniculturafi oppontutnHties lm a
desfir*d cornrnumity] amd th* pu.rr-su]t of happ[r"les* {r*alia[ng a lfife's wonlq
dream, n* nnatter hCIw elahonate sr sirnpfi*, with a ff'rmntestead.]

3. ,&re there any *tt'rer fissues sr fi*rlc'erns n*ffated [o thi* r'natter? Yes

[rr amsvrrer Ec nun"nher thre*, pEease rel*iew rfiy afirnnients heflow as they wsre
updated 616/24. I aEse n*te, that the generaf r'nedia portnaya[ *f gr*en energy is t'lot
enttre$y trsrthftctand I might wes'lture tCI say fats,efy adv*rtii*ed" Ffirst, for the reasCIfts
n*ted aheqre aho*t lEr'ftited efficiemcy, afFerdabfi[frty and relfiabfiffitXr" Addittcnal[y, nrany
visutel au'rd audlhfl* advertlsenienEs shorry a symhhCItiq relatfronship behween ssEar fanrms

anrd agrfrcn:Hturre. 
.writh f{er*rers and fofiiaEe, and sheep grazlrtg arr]Gng thr* se[ar panels,

and othen r"laturaf witdlife s**nds. I hewe not yet enccurn"rtered such sltuati*ns &'lere [n
cerntraf fulld and fo*yomd wit[r existimg finfnastrr:ctune. I t'tarre rsct seen t[re agnftaurftural

econonlic heneffrts denncnstrated, nor f"rarre E seer': tEre practicall fir ecCImsrTila hemefits to
tfrre *onsqrmer. Below is tt'te revi*iqlm *f prlon csrmnruerrt$:



-F"he Hurnan N-'fieafith effects of higt'r vwfltage Fe\&/er H[ne* qn ru"ry famify are ef *rftical
$rmportance,, T[r*r* frs a knowrr E$ectnomag*etfrc F*rce er"nntted fnorvr t["lese p*ruerfilnes,
especBat$y at cl*ser pruxlnrities" &*cerdimg t* *rgome EnerEy antiele "b&/hat is a Safe
Dfistance to [-ive Frq]ni Power H-lnes?", there frs SErmG (ru'li$l*gauss] dinectly unden t*wen"
0"S to 1 nnG [s t8"le max safe $lrnilt whene yot"r llve amd reside" T'here harre aE** he*n rpsks

for eleetric sFro,clc and arahilng. A dEscharge fnurn high uoiltage tnafis[flfrssi*n: Htn:es [s
capable of klilHing agrd s*ttung fires. A nisk to hurman heanffir is nmted in nesearch revfrews,
frr'tc[udlrig sfinser causing *ffects, especlallly in chrildnen, As noted [n the Er{tis}* ftded[can

..fe*rmafi sturdy, -frFrfitdhm*d *anrser in rel*tisnr t* disEance fnerm highr vofttage Fewsr fiines im

Emg[and and Wales: & ca$e c**tr*[ sturdir"" *Frfrldren r.+itFn * birth address [n t$:e prcxinnity
of poweu'Blnss were twlce as fiFeely tm dewelop leu$cerfiila as ths,se whp dal r'rst [6ve riear
polffer lines" ,3us1t as wltfi *ther cercinogenta agents, there [s an ie-l*n"eased rfislq rryfth

shrqritc pn**onEed exps$$re to the nenfi*nic rediatfron prmduced hy h$gfr voltage pnkyer
$[ur* eEectnornagm*tic tief ds"

The bh*e power"ffrme ronte nuns wrttran 2$m-5fi8 feet *f nry h*use subje*tfrng rui5r

fannfity tCI *ngotIng amd unav*ldabf;e trealtFr rFsks, hoth phy*iealarrd rmerutafi: inclading
Caneer, Cardiiaa annythnrias, pacenra[<en fimterferernce" anxiety, inrsorrrn*a and depr*ssBon,
arflsrlg otl'ters" This iivilfi have dfrrect frnrpact oft s{Jr hcrne amd horrestead where we Eiwe,

wsrk and recreate. The walkimg trall that nre use daifly l.trtlft expe,*e the entnar ce and exit
nrfrEh ruragnetftc fietds, 'drjhfrle c,ther pcrt[*ns wfilfi he dinectly ben'realfr^a tF:e 345 f;r\l pcwerl[nes
and ttieir electnCIinagr"letic fle[ds. h*anaglng CRF lasrd, w*r'kftmg a,un gandes] and orchand,
*r v.rork$rng withnm and arourld tt'ne l'lo&Ise, or e"rres"r sleepfrng, eat[ng and f;ivimg daily
aet[vitile*,ruHifi subjeat Lss t* chronic onrg*ffng cEose prCIxirmlty expfisL{re to greater EfbtF
f*nce* anrd elertr*cutiun rlsks wrth archfimq. These are *nly s*!'ne aspe*ts of sur hcme
flife thet rvHt be c*r:tinrualBy nregat[vety lrnpacted En numenous othen irdays by this
N*nn"n*dFfiable ni*k fact*r tBrat witl result fnmrn tfue 34.5kV fi-figh Veitage F*wen Line.
Thes* fegfitln':ate EfuIF nisks frcnr F"rlgf'l woltmEe Bswer flimes Frave heen recogrifized hy
Oa**pati*ma[ ft:*a[th agenafres as ra'e[[. Secause of the danger* asseciated uiithr Eh4F
fn*m &rfigt'* wottage pCIrauer[Hr"res" *caupatiumafi exposune guidetimes are im pfiace to keep
ennpfloyees safe frmafiuding tt're Aunerficam C*r'lfereftce of Goverrlrnemtal and fndustria[
l{Srgienists and t&:e lnternational Corn'rm'russisn er* Nonicrstz$ng Radfratfinn Frotectton,, [t
*tamds tCI reasnn that the EfuIF amd arcimg; nisflss ane not flirnfrted to th*se r-,r*nkfrng wuth
pewenlFne* dr"rring wonk h*urs, but pnesent ar"[ even greater exposure nisk t* Resident
Bandswners" frncfiudimg rny farm*ly, that wfrlH he suhjected t* $onger persfistent
monnn*dlffiabie Etlf,F exp*slrre irrtrodq.!6ed Hnto *un resfrdence.

Thi* project wifil f;&use innrrr*dfiate amd lasting envinonrnental dar-rrage. flt wiHl

saffise Ferrnaflerit inrevers[hfie c]'lange t* t[:e [au"ld*cape, f*rcHng the nemmrpaH of wi$dllfe
hrah$tat amd nrature f*rest, as u",ueB[ as CRF ilarud writ['r natixe. prainie tregetatiour desiqnated
fon enw$ronnnentafi pne*emiation" Perssn:a$ inwestnnents $n trees planted fcr refonestati*n
ar:d mther,*rr-rld rregetattcn wiFt he destncyed. TFr* typ* of fandscape amd $"labitat unden
asrd an*und EFtese powerf$nes sft xny pnoperty wor"rld fue drastfraa{ty ahar"rged. $4o step tm

conrpl*te an Enwinon:n"lental $tuldy r.qas nrs*tiated ts fulfXr errafl*a[e innpa*ts *n t[re asrfrn'la$s

anrd 'rregetatn*n *u;nnerat[y r"latlwe to nry hormestead. $t w*qiBd EiF<e[y a*se affect *ur aufiar:
fiiwest**k. Stray wCIltage ftias heem noted t* create a pnelbfiem n'fitl't turkey pott$ts -'The

Effeqts ef $tnay Woltage our T+.rn[<ey F*utts" fnonr Aviara Dfrseaees. &,$any anin':a$s- wtld



and dormestle wot*td t:e affe*ted. $Sestimg pheasanEs, sw*[s, eagHes and harqrk*, gnc,rlnd

sqi*irrels amd rnic.e, deer and f*x. sandhfrln crane" blandfing"s turt&e and *na$ces amd frogs
wr*t"{$d be ju*t $ome of the lmcal an[n"nans detrinrenEal{y frrnrpacted hy this n"oute"

This imforfirati*n has heen previeru*ly noted to P{-.IC and Xcefi FrCIject ru}anagers,
firnufiudlng [n a recent report Aprifi tS24 pen Andre'.qi {-.*v[, wh*ne it was a*Hqnowledged in
an ahrtdEed rnanmen t&rat rny pnimlary *srtffirn tryas "Tnees." As m*ted in panagnaphs

ahowe, fannfifur he*lth is panarn*Llmt ilssue, a$nsftS rmarty othens fiisted hene" To tfrmit the
er-raluat*on of thls portlnm ef the r*ute to "Trees'- frs an ov'enstrulpllfr*aticn *f a connplex
and perrnanent change to ounr $rormestead and tire surn-oc-{ndirrg human amd natu"rral

cornrmur:rty"

T"he blr-re r-fiEJte, as [t fras rernair-led umafuanged mrr puhtished rr]ffpsr wilE alss *alrse the
sindiie ecmnon'lfic burden. Or'r m3r hmnrestead, it willH csr"c$e los* +f CRF Hal"id and status,
[os* CIf *grlcultunal statq.fls, lo** of cunrent and fr.ctt*ne agricultrr""rraf cppoffiunkies.
fit iiuilfi dearease prsp*rty rv6|ajs arld acturat df*proportt*sTate [*ss af Eand based on frts

fir.t!'rent ncute {whiEe nro mff}sfral surveyiarg lmfCIrrnatf;on has heen pn*vided, the estahf;ished
rnap rnmtes a route that divides *{.rfi"farrr$}y's 4fi acre pr'*peffi [n an arcing f*shton that is
e*tln'nated ts take '{5 t* 2* percent *f sc.in lamd, *r possib$y Efi*re dependinrg on its path}.
This semres to jeopar"dize rny farnfity fimamciaHy and fras already created undue str*ss
an'ld anxietfres. This has beem particulan'ly true a$ s*rrespsr.tdence anrd c*nrrnutnicatiqn
fnCIrm MfS *fficlai* and Xaeff efterslr staffi f:ar.re heen ilr'rdic*tfing ttlat c*rftaboraEisn fnonr
h*nneer-vmer"s to he*t eddness rsuta pfiaaer$eftt lryould be welcorne, t[*at suhnrltted route
adfu*tnner"lt recornrnsmdatE*ns urroLufid he ccr+s$dered" While csnrrrlnaruications haue
mccr.rnred, nneanf;mgfuli reute adjc-astrnen-lt 1[* addnes$ rny expressed Gorrserrxs and needs
ffrave had no action*ble ackm*rruledgeru**mt" See feasibte aEternate r*ute rnap
subrmiss$qn {Appendfrx A} and rury ot['rer entries iruto pu*btfrc c*rnnr:es:ts. PEease note thali
ei.rer"l &$ [ have revised this c*nrnre*t as *f $1fr/24 frmn'n S rmor:tlrs a*G, mG potentiat
ehan'nges ts the hfiue rcr"rte thrnoug$: r'r-lbr propergi h*ave heen pnesented qrnr the officiail
pnoject nnay {see pnoject map frorn s*FresBflnde*ce front FUfr 6/5124 regandlng spen
cor'rrrrrent perHod f.ox" afFected landCIwners and aitfeerus),

I haw* be*r'l infqnnned by par-ticipating panties and stakehclders {fuIh} Pt}C, hdN Dept of
Csutrnrerce, Xcet Energy), tFrat frnpr"rt *n a[ternatirre rontes &vas *Erssunaged and
r,rye$aurned. $,ome veftues of con'lsnufiftuat[*n hawe be*n afforded. f have heen nlaklng
nepeated efFmrts from eontnienrtfirug in &4N FLIC *pen forc.lr'ils to r,trrEtrng to officfrals of the
ahove parties and even of the fegils$eture. H *xpressed co,neern* amd have pnovided
a$ternate suggest[or']s en rutultfrple cccasfions f*n the past year, sfinqe learnimg of the rrrap
nsute amd Ets pnoj*ated frmrpa*t. fi am a*mc.ermed tl'lat tfire officilafify recognuz*d rnap
n*maims Unrhar,ged as the blue nor.lte $'res israfl[lded in the fir"refi 3 noute cH'rsEces si*rsi
apprawed hy tfre hllN F{JC, despite tt're kmown sLshn'Eitted c$n'r*erris end alt*nn'rate rourtes.
The routes, I cenrs]dened iri $xy fiEffp {Appendix *} take', [nt* corlslderatisn inr:prc,rred

hutxam safety withr nncreased dfstance to decrease the heafitt"n r{slqs of exp*sure and
presen/e$ Hreas sf forestatlcn ar"ld pererlnia$ wegetati*n vfrtaf to cou:servatEon, {fina$uding
acres sf land designated ts the I-JSDA CRF pn*gnartrt].



This project is b,eing dewef*ped [n $raste at the expense uf eryalqlat[on CIf hest praatf;ces
f*n nritfgatfir'tg exposurre to darraEin'lg heelth effects" perrnanerxt envilr*mmental *hange,
and [oca[ au:d persnnal economic [*s*" fif the prCIject n'tust pr*ceed, El'len we need tCI

explore addfrtionra[ poter^ttiaB atternate reqites t* addness t['te cunremt and ftxtune HeaHth

and coreln'rrumfity need* *f our affected FJ[inne**ta Ciitizens" I arn requesting ttr'lis In the
lnterest *f responuibte, safe future eftergy m:amagentent.

Jason Pierskaila
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