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MB. SAARAH MAXON. Okay. It's 6:05, and
| think we can get started. So hi, everyone.

Wel cone to the neeting on the Sherco South and West
Energy Storage Project. M nane is Saarah Maxon,
and I work for the Public Uilities Conm ssion.

This will be the first of two neetings
concerning this project, and the second neeting w ||
occur in person tonorrow at the Becker Community
Center.

So just to give a brief overview of how
this nmeeting will work, I'"'mgiving the initial
i ntroduction. Again, ny nane is Saarah Maxon, and I
work for the M nnesota Public Utilities Comm ssion.
Next up, I'll pass it off to a representative from
Xcel Energy, Jordan, who will be giving a
description of the project. And then we'll hand
t hi ngs back over to Emly Johnson, who is also with
the M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion, to do the
primary application review section. And then we'l|

end the presentation wth questions and conments.

| saw Tyler cone on. 1|s Jordan on the
call, or will you be giving the --
MR. TYLER BEEMER: | am his backup. He's

del ayed on a flight com ng back. W were hopi ng

that he would be able to get in, but I amwlling
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and able as the Xcel rep to give the presentation
t oni ght .

MS. SAARAH MAXON: Ckay. Perfect, then
we'll pass it off to you shortly here.

So just to set up sone ground rules for
the neeting, we just ask that everybody be
respectful of others, including the presenters and
the commenters. W want to make sure that we hear
from everyone who wants to comment today.

A qui ck note, we have a court reporter
here to record the neeting, including each person's
coments. The Conmmi ssioners wll use this record to
hel p them deci de on the docket, but we won't open up
the comment period till towards the end of the call.

So just to give the explanation of the
pur pose of today's neeting, we're here to receive
public input and conpile a record for the
Conmmi ssion's permt decision. You can participate
by providing cooments or asking questions of our
staff about the process or the Applicants about the
project. Your comments will be really hel pful for
t he Comm ssion in making a final decision on the
permt, and, additionally, any possible permt
condi ti ons.

We'll go to the next slide here, and so

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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we kind of gave an outline of what our purpose is
today with this nmeeting, but | just wanted to give
an overview of what the Public Utilities Comm ssion
does. So we regulate electric, natural gas, and
landline utilities, and, additionally, we also issue
site and route permts for large electrical
facilities.

So at the Conm ssion, there are five
Comm ssi oners who are appoi nted by the Governor and
confirmed by the Senate. They serve on a siXx-year
staggered term and they are the peopl e who
ultimately decide the permt deci sion.

And that kind of wraps up ny brief, brief
introduction, so | will pass this off to Tyler to
take on the Xcel slides. Thank you.

MR. TYLER BEEMER: Can everybody hear ne
okay?

(No response.)

MR, TYLER BEEMER "Il take that as a
yes.

Ckay. Again, apologies in advance. CQur
proj ect manager, Jordan, got delayed on his flight
back into M nnesota tonight, so I'll be filling in
for himthis evening.

We're here tonight to talk to about Xcel

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Energy's proposed battery energy storage project,
known as Sherco Sout h and West Energy project.

Next slide, please.

The project is proposed to have a storage
capacity of up to 600 negawatts, and is | ocated
adj acent to the existing Sherco power plant in
Becker. The battery technology used wll be lithium
iron phosphate. Battery energy storage projects are
designed to store power fromthe grid during
non-peak tinmes and return power back to the grid
during peak needs. The project is estimated to
create approximately 150 jobs during construction
and ten full-tine jobs during operation.

Next slide, please.

The project will occupy approximtely
46 acres and is sited within a |larger 62-acre area
shown here in the red outline. Aside fromthe
primary battery conponents, associated facilities
i ncl ude a new -- excuse ne, include a new
substation; a short overhead transm ssion |ine
connecti ng between the new substati on and the
exi sting Sherco substati on shown north, just off
screen here; a tenporary |aydown yard; stormater
basi ns; and perineter fencing. The project wll be

| ocated entirely on Xcel Energy owned | and. The

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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antici pated schedul e has construction starting in
quarter 3 of this year, and operational in quarter 4
of 2027.

Next slide, please.

The project plans to utilize PowerTitan
2.0 battery units. Shown here is a breakdown of
this type of battery unit. Each battery unit is
effectively the size of a nobile storage contai ner,
such as that of a POD or a U Haul contai ner.

I ndi vi dual batteries are grouped into
racks, which are then subsequently stacked
vertically wthin each battery unit. Separate from
the battery units are nedi um vol tage transforners,
whi ch act as a go-between via the battery units and
t he substati on.

Next slide, please.

These photos give a good idea of battery
unit scale. On the left is a good representati on of
what a typical utility-scale battery storage project
| ooks |ike. The one on the left is a photo of a
Power Titan battery unit froma recent Xcel battery
st orage project in Col orado.

Next slide, please.

Here are sone general representative

photos of both a single-circuit transm ssion |ine

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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structure and a fenced substation that best provides
a visual of what these conponents will |ook |ike for
this project.

Next slide, please.

Battery storage safety is a critical
aspect that the battery manufacturer and Xcel Energy
t ake under consideration during all phases of the
project life. Battery units have a fire resistant
encl osure; adaptive cooling nmanagenent systens;
multi stage fire alarns; venting panels; snoke, heat,
and gas detection capabilities; and other
mul ti pl e-1evel battery nanagenent systens.

The project wll be continuously
nmonitored froma renote diagnostic center, wth the
ability to control and, nost inportantly, instantly
shut down and isolate individual units. The project
design follows industry standards for unit
separ ati on spaci ng and overall equi pnent | ayout,
which mnimzes the risk of fire spread.

The project wll have an energency
response plan, which includes quarterly safety
drills and procedures for fire and nedi cal
situations. The energency response plan will be
coordinated with | ocal energency response teans

ahead of constructi on.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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Next sli de.

The project conpl eted several
environnental and cultural resources studies. As a
result, there are no anticipated inpacts to
wet | ands, wat erways, protected species, suitable
habitat, or cultural resources as a result of the
project. The project is also designated to neet
M nnesot a noi se standards during operation.

Sorry, I"'mgetting a call here. [|I'm
going to ignore it.

Additional permts to secure ahead of
construction, such as those associated with
stormnvater control, wll be coordinated currently
wth the Public Utilities Conm ssion permtting
process. Lastly, Xcel will continue to engage with
the city of Becker, including for energency response
pl anni ng and constructi on | ogistics.

As a part of the site permt application
process with the Public Uilities Comm ssion, Xcel
conpl eted an environnental assessnment, which
considers a variety of topics, including but not
limted to, those listed here on the left. Each
topic is assessed to determne if inpacts are
anticipated, and if so, what mtigati on nmeasures nay

be applicable for avoi dance or mnim zation.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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An exanple is for considering inpacts to
soil slash ground surface, which would result in
unavoi dabl e i npacts for -- from construction grading
and clearing. Mtigation neasures for this include
i mpl enent ati on of stormiater best nanagenent
practices as part of an overall stormanater poll ution
prevention pl an.

The environnental assessnent is included
as Section 5 of the project site permt application
docunent, which is available publicly on the Public
Uilities Conm ssion's eDockets website, as shown
here in the lower right. The project docket nunber
is 25-3109.

Next slide, please.

A hi gh-1 evel cadence foll ow ng project
perm tting involves preconstruction activities, such
as finalizing project design and equi pnent
procurenments. Subsequent construction activities
i nclude nobilization, installation of stormater
controls, |aying underground el ectrical and
comruni cation infrastructure, installing aboveground
battery and el ectrical conponents, and establi shing
vegetation in tenporarily disturbed areas.

Duri ng the operati on phase, approxi mtely

ten on-site staff wll be assigned to the project.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Daily nonitoring of the systemum de conponents w ||
be suppl enented via a renpte di agnostics center
menti oned earlier. Equipnent will be regularly

i nspected by on-site staff, and the site wll be
mai ntai ned in a good housekeeping state to all ow

proper use and operation of access roads, fences,

gates, lighting, and surroundi ng vegetation. The
transm ssion line wll also be inspected regularly.
Energency response planning will be

adapted with input froml| ocal energency response
teams. The project accounts for future
augnent ati on, neani ng that over the course of the
life of the project, additional battery units wll
cone online to account for battery degradati on and
wll allow the project to nmaintain a consistent
600- nregawatt storage capacity throughout its
operational life.

Next slide, please.

Again, the site permt and the
i ncorporated environnmental assessnent are avail abl e
to the public via the Public Uilities Conm ssion's
eDocket website. The project docket number is
25-3109.

If you have additional questions for

Xcel , please contact Jordan. Hi s e-nmil address is

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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shown here. Thank you for your tine, and I'll hand
it back over to Comm ssion staff.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: All right. Thank you
so much, Tyl er.

And thank you to all those who are online
tonight. W appreciate your participation. M nanme
is Emly Johnson. I'malso wth the Public
Uilities Conmission. | amthe environnental review
manager assigned to this project.

Wien t he Conm ssion decides on a permt,
we consi der the potential human and envi ronnent al
I npacts and ways to reduce or mtigate those
i nmpacts, kind of |like Tyler discussed in his slides.
Many of those considerations cone fromthe input
recei ved during the public comment period. So it's
really inportant that you participate if you have
any ideas on things that could mtigate those
I npacts that you're concerned about.

Additionally, our staff are engaged
t hroughout the |[ife of the project to nonitor
conpliance with the permt. So that's really
i mportant for you to understand that we are engaged
t hroughout the whol e process.

So next slide, please.

So the permt process starts with a

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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sanple permt. A sanple permt contains permt
conditions for all standard energy storage system
projects, and the sanple pernt has been posted on
eDockets as well, so you can find it there. A draft
permt is then devel oped specific to the proposed
project. So a draft permt identifies where and how
the permttee m ght construct the project and
operate the project.

The comments that we receive during the
comrent periods help us to devel op speci al
conditions for the draft permt, and also refine the
standard conditions that are standard in the sanple
permt itself that get carried over to the draft
permit. It's inportant to note that a draft permt
does not allow applicants to construct the project.

I nstead, it just provides a starting point for the
Conmi ssion to consi der.

So next slide, please.

This is just a visual of what | just
tal ked about. So we start out with a sanple permt,
we then draft a permt specific to that project, and
then the final permt is the one that the
Comm ssi oners, essentially, nake a decision on at
the end of the permtting process.

Next sli de.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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So by law, applications nust i1nclude an
envi ronnental assessnent -- and Tyl er spoke about
this as well -- that includes infornmation on the
envi ronnental and hunan i npacts and ways to mtigate
those identified inpacts. The applicant has
provided this in Chapter 5 of their application.
This is al so avail abl e online.

And as you heard, they have di scussed
sone of the inpacts analyzed in their EA. And so
toni ght and t hrough the comrent period, we are
| ooki ng for any input on additional inpacts,
mtigati on neasures, or unique characteristics that
m ght be m ssing fromthe EA that was provided.

Next sli de.

So tonight we're tal ki ng about what
topi cs you could cover in your coments. W're
| ooking for information on if there are any
potential human and environnental inpacts, unique
characteristics, or mtigation neasures for the
proposed project that m ght need devel opnent in an
EA addendum  So an EA addendum i s sonet hi ng t hat
Commi ssion staff would prepare to cover anything
that m ght be mssing fromthe filed EA fromthe
appl i cant.

And, further, are there any nethods to

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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mnimze, mtigate, or avoid any potential inpacts
that the Conmm ssion needs to include as conditions
of a draft site permt?

So if you go ahead and review the sanple
permt that's avail able online and you see that
there's sonmething m ssing that you would |ike
addressed as a permt condition, this is your chance
to give us that input through the coment period.
Sone exanples of mtigation could include specific
construction techniques to mnimze inpacts,
vegetati ve screening, or additional natural resource
surveys that m ght need to be done, et cetera. So
we woul d then take that i nput and consider that in
the need of an EA addendum or a draft permt
condi ti on.

Next sli de.

So how to coment: You can provide
verbal coments at today's neeting or tonorrow in
person. You could conplete and submt a witten
coment sheet. You can comment online at our
website by scrolling to the "filing a comment” tab
at the link provided here. You can also e-mail your
comrents to ne or mail themdirectly to ne as well.
The comment period ends January 26th at 4:30 p. m

Next sli de.
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So what happens next? Based on the

information in the record, including your connents,

t he Comm ssion will nake two prelimnary

determ nations: |Is an environnmental assessnent
addendum necessary before a hearing is held? And
the second is, what conditions should the Conm ssion
include in a draft permt? And that wll be nade
avail able to the public for review at the public
hearing and for comment after as well.

Next sli de.

So this slide outlines the key m | estones
in the State permt's -- the State's site permt
revi ew process. The Conmi ssion has accepted the
application as conpl ete on Decenber 19th, which
officially started the review process. The rows
hi ghlighted in blue represent opportunities for
public comrent, and the star represents where we are
currently at in the process. So we're holding these
public information neetings today and tonorrow, and
the comment period wll renain open through
January 26t h.

I n February or March -- and based on
public input -- the Conm ssion will issue a draft
site permt and deci de whet her an EA addendumi s

needed. Public hearings wll followin |ate w nter

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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or spring, along wwth a second public coment

period. Timng of public hearings will depend on
whet her the Comm ssion needs to prepare an addendum
or not. The Conmm ssion may preside over the

heari ng, or request that an Adm nistrative Law Judge
oversee the hearings and prepare either a ful

report or a sunmary of comments.

The Conmmi ssion wll consider the entire
record before nmaking a decision on the site permt,
and this will occur in either spring or sunmer of
2026, depending on those other factors that could
affect the timng. That permt decision wll be
made in an open public neeting setting that you are
nore than wel cone to attend in person or virtually.

Next slide, please.

So now we are going to nove on to the
comrent portion of this neeting. So we do have a
court reporter present, so we ask that you pl ease
state and spell your first and | ast name. W ask
that you speak loudly and clearly so the court
reporter can hear you. W ask that you al so
mai ntai n respect for others who mght want to share
their opinion. And rem nd you that reasonable
peopl e can di sagree and there nay be differences of

opinion, but that's why we're here, is to hear

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Sherco - 25-319 - Virtual - 1-13-26 18

everyone's opi nion

To ensure everyone is heard, we'll limt
our comments to five mnutes initially. | don't
know that that'll be an issue toni ght because there
doesn't seemto be too nmany people on. |If there's

time after everyone has been heard, you may speak
agai n.

To indicate that you would like to ask a
question or provide a comment, to those on Wbex,
click the raise-your-hand button or select a chat
nmessage to indicate -- send a chat nessage
i ndicating you want to speak. To those who are
calling in on the phone, you can press *3. Thank
you.

Ckay. |'m not seeing any hands rai sed,
but we'll give it definitely five nore m nutes at
| east to see if anyone would like to speak. You can
gat her your thoughts and share as you feel
confortable. This is also a really great
opportunity, not only to make comments, but also to
just ask questions, if you have any questions about
t he project.

Ckay. Jacob Sanders has raised a hand,
and it |ooks |like you are unnuted, so you can go

ahead. Jacob, are you there? | can kind of hear

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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sonet hing, but -- oh, it |Iooks |Iike he's been muted
again. Gkay. Jacob, you're unnuted agai n.

| am not hearing you. |I'mnot sure if
it's an audio issue. Jacob, if you're still on, you
may put your question in the chat, and we can read
it out loud as well. It |looks |like -- oh, here he
IS.

Ckay. So Jacob Sanders put in the chat:
| ssues with m crophone. | just had a comment to
say, Tyler from Burns MDonal d had reached out
previ ously, and we provided comments to questions
t hey had asked us about the project previously.

Ckay. Thank you for that.

So anybody el se who woul d |i ke to speak
or put sonmething in the chat to speak, you can raise
your hand or comment in the chat.

MS. CHRI STINA BRUSVEN. Emly, nmaybe to
just provide an assist to Jacob, he's wwth the city
of Becker. And the "Tyler"” he's referring to is
Tyl er Beener, who provi ded the presentation. And
t hat comment and exchange is in the appendix to the
appl i cati on.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Thank you.

Ckay. | think we wll |eave this open

just for ten mnutes and just all ow people to speak

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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if they still want to. So in that tine, just raise
your hand. W will definitely keep going if nore
peopl e want to provide comments. But for now, we'll
just allow about ten m nutes, and if nobody has
anyt hi ng el se, we can adj ourn.

Yeah. Saarah, you can go back to the
slide wth the questions here to give people
sonething to think about here if they want to nake a
coment. And certainly you can conmment about other
things than what is listed here, or, again, you can
ask questi ons.

Ckay. So here we go, so Fernando
Rodri guez has put a question in the chat. Fernando,
woul d you want to cone on and speak? For the court
reporter, it mght be easier. Fernando, we have
unmuted you. OQherwise, | can read it off.

Ckay. Fernando says he has a cold, so he
can't speak. Fernando Rodriguez, for the court
reporter, his nane is spelled FFEER NNA-N-D-O
Rodriguez, RODRI-GUEZ And Fernando asks:

Is the battery storage facility conponents

U. S -made? The reason | ask is because | believe

t he federal governnent may have recently restricted
battery storage technol ogi es nanuf act ured abr oad.

And I'"'mgoing to hand this to the

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Applicant to answer.

MR. TYLER BEEMER: Can you hear ne? |
know we' re havi ng sone nute issues.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Yes. | can hear you,
Tyl er .

MR. TYLER BEEMER: Christy, feel free to
junp in here if you need to.

M5. CHRI STI NA BRUSVEN: No, go ahead.

MR. TYLER BEEMER Candidly, that would

be a question for our project nanager. | believe
that they are assenbled in the U S. In terns of
where their originis, | can't speak to whet her |

know they're U S. -nmade, per se.

Again, the specific units that we're
nodel i ng are PowerTitan. The nmanufacturer is
SunGow, who is a pretty standard battery
manuf acturer for utility-type scale projects. So
that is a -- that is a question that Xcel would be
happy to get back to the Comm ssion and Fernnando on,
but I don't want to speak to sonet hing and
specul ate. Again, I'mnot 100 percent certain on
where the sourced conponents are from

MS. CHRI STI NA BRUSVEN. And, Tyler, |
think that's sonething that we could probably find

out between today and tonorrow s i n-person neeting.
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MR. TYLER BEEMER  Yeah.

M5. CHRI STI NA BRUSVEN:. And so, perhaps,
we can add that information in the presentation
tonorrow, so that it's in the transcript and
avai |l abl e to everyone.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: G eat, thank you.

And t hank you, Fernando, for your
questi on.

The floor is still open. So anyone who
wants to nake a comment or ask a question, again,
you can raise your hand or type in the chat that you
want to ask a question. W would | ove to have you
cone on and speak as wel|.

So Saarah is putting up ny contact
information here as well. M e-mail is
Em | y. Johnsonl@t ate. . us, and ny wor k address
where you can send me mail as well.

So, again, the comment period ends
January 26th at 4:30 p.m You're nore than wel cone
to use any of these nethods to get your comments in.
So, hopefully, you can take what we've tal ked about
toni ght and think about it for a while, and if you
have nore comments, you're definitely welcone to
submt them anytinme prior to January 26th at

4:30 p. m
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We'll keep this open for another few
m nutes, and if we don't have anyone el se, we'l|l
probably just end the neeting. But, again, raise
your hand, put it in the chat, and, again, if you're
calling in the on the phone, you can just hit *3.

Ckay. Well, it's been a couple m nutes,
and | haven't seen anybody interested in conmmenti ng.
So I'mgoing to put it out there one nore tine, *3
if you' re on the phone; there's a hand if you're in
t he Webex neeting or put it in the chat.

Ckay. Well, hearing none, | think we can
probably wap up this neeting. So | just want to
t hank everyone who participated toni ght or cane and
| i stened to our presentation.

Saarah, if you would go to the | ast
sli de.

Just inportant rem nders: Comrents will
be nade available to the public via eDockets at the
end of the comment period. The Conmm ssion does not
edit or delete personal identifying information from
subm ssions, so keep that in m nd when you go to
submt an online comment. And the witten comrent
peri od closes on January 26th, so nake sure you get
your comments in by that date.

And if you choose to attend in person
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tomorrow, we | ook forward to al so seeing you there
in Becker. So thank you, again, everyone.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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MB. SAARAH MAXON: Well, good eveni ng,
everyone. Wl cone to the public information and
scopi ng neeting for the Sherco South and West Ener gy
Storage Project. This is the second of two neetings
we're holding at this stage. The last one -- or the
first one was |ast night, and that was a virtual
meet i ng.

So just to give a brief overview of what
the presentation's going to look like, I'"'mgiving a
brief introduction. M nane is Saarah Maxon, and |
work for the M nnesota Public Utilities Comm ssion.
Next up, we'll pass off the description of the
project to the Xcel Energy representative, Jordan,
over here on ny right, before we take it back, and
Em |y Johnson, ny coll eague at the M nnesota Public
Uilities Conmission, wll continue the
presentation. And then we'll wap up with an
opportunity to ask questions or provide conments.

So it's a pretty small group. | don't
know if this will be that big of a deal or not, but
we'd just ask that you be respectful of everyone
here, including the presenters and comenters. W
just want to nake sure that we're able to hear from
everyone who wants to comment today.

And, additionally, we're going to take
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turns commenting, so one person at a tine. Qur
court reporter, Christine, is here to record the
nmeeti ng, including each person's comments. And j ust
so you know, the Conm ssioners use this record to
hel p them deci de on the permt deci sion.

So the purpose of today's neeting is
really just to receive public input and help conpile
the record for the Comm ssion's permt decision, as
| just nentioned. So what you can do here is you
can ask us, Mnnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion
staff, questions about the review process, or you
can ask the Applicant about the proposed project.

And, additionally, it's an opportunity to
share oral or witten comments, including thoughts
on the project, additional information needs, and
possi bl e permt conditions.

And if |I'mnot speaking | oud enough, just
raise your hand, and I'll try and increase the
vol une.

But just a very quick explanation, at the
Public Uilities Comm ssion, we regulate electric,
natural gas, and landline tel ephone utilities.
Additionally, we issue site and route permts for
| arge energy facilities, which is why we're here.

This is a battery storage project.
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And t he Conm ssion consists of five
Commi ssioners. These Conm ssioners are appoi nted by
t he Governor, and they serve on six-year staggered
ternms. But, ultimately, these are the people who
deci de on the permts, and also for rate cases and
other utility matters.

So thank you, and I'll pass it off to
Jordan to tal k about the project.

MR, JORDAN CLITTY: Thank you very much.
As stated, ny nane is Jordan ditty. I'mwth Xcel
Energy as a project nmanager on this project, and
we'll get into our PowerPoint here.

So this is a 600-negawatt --
2,400-megawatt -- battery energy storage project
| ocated on our Becker facility. For those in the
area, Sherco -- the coal plant over here in town --
has retiring units. Unit 2's already retired; Unit
1 is retiring here at the end of 2026. These
units -- battery units are a conbi nati on of surpl us,
repl acenment, and potentially ERAS. W have sone
ERAS applications in the queue. So these projects,
again, are utilizing the lithiumiron phosphate
technology. It's common here in the battery energy
storage industry here.

Approxi mately 150 jobs -- construction --
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w il be created through these with our EPC partner,
which is Blattner.

Yeah. And then for those that may have
attended ot her past public discussions in the Becker
area, we've tal ked, you know, these are Sherco South
and West. It could be viewed as a -- as we do in
the application, kind of as a sole project. They're
technically two separate projects with different
regul atory paths, but collectively it will be
treated and viewed as it is in the application as a
joint, you know, continuous Sherco BESS project.

You can go to the next slide here.

Here you can see a cl ose-up here again.
This is on existing conpany property, just south of
our Sherburne County substation there. So we have a
short gen-tie, you can see it. It's hard, maybe, to
see for sone folks in the room but on the | arge map
afterwards, if you want to look, it's that dotted
bl ack and yellow |line. You know, approximtely, |
think we say 600 feet, so a short jaunt wth the
transm ssion line fromthe pink there, which is the
proj ect substation.

Wthin that, that's enconpassi ng four
mai n power transforners and sone HV breakers in a

swtchyard. And then to the west. O |eft-hand
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side, there in that inage, the green dots, what
you're |l ooking at are the battery energy storage
encl osures thenselves, as well as the medi umvoltage
transforner skids and other various equi pnent, as
needed, there throughout the site.

This is a 345-kV transm ssion |line, and
we're | ooking to start construction, upon the site
permt and required applications approval, here
|ater this year with an inservice date of 4 2027.

Here's a breakout, just, of a little nore
clarity with what these encl osures specifically are.
Specifically, these are SunG ow PowerTitan 2.0
battery encl osures, which are enconpassed of --
you' ve got the battery cells thensel ves, which are
conposed in the nodules there. And then those
nodul es are stacked in the enclosures thensel ves and
create the racks, as you can see.

And in this particular nodel, you can
have broken out power conversion systens, which
convert the DC to AC power as a separate unit, but
in this instance, it's integrated with the encl osure
itself. So at the bottom of that, as you can see in
that image, it actually has the power conversion
systemat the bottom VWhich is then tied to the

medi um vol tage transforner that steps up voltage to

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Sherco - 25-319 - Becker - 1-14-26

34.5, which runs to the main power -- or nmain power
transforners at the substation to step it up to the
i nterconnecti on voltage.

Conti nui ng on here, so just sone
representative i mmges here of what, you know, a
typi cal BESS | ayout | ooks like. So they |ook Iike
shi pping containers. As you can see there on the
| eft, and then you can see the nedi umvoltage
transforner skids as well that these are paired
w th, you know, in groups.

So our site-specific has four BESS
encl osures per each nediumvol tage transforner skid.
And then the image on the right there, you can see
just a little close-up shot. Specifically, this is
actually one of our units out in Col orado, the exact
sane technol ogy, PowerTitan 2.0, at one of our
Col orado facilities.

Here's just sone representative i nages
there of the transm ssion lines. Again, note that
this is a very short transm ssion |ine on our
conpany property going fromthe substation to the
Sher burne County substation there, 345-kV as stated,
but just sone representative i nages there of what
that | ooks Iike.

Just to highlight, you know, sonme of the
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safety features here we have. W, you know, neet

all the required standards as part of the various
battery requirenents, frominpl enentati on and
construction of these sites. |In fact, we go above
and beyond in several instances. You know, we
foll ow the NFPA 68, which has defl agrati on panel s
install ed on these battery equi pnents; and then al so
have the NFPA 69, which is automated ventil ati on
syst ens.

24/ 7 nonitoring, we'll have caneras
viewing the site 24/7. W'Il|l have, you know,
operations, and then the ability to access and vi ew
the site renotely wth nonitoring ongoing. W have
ventil ation, snoke, heat, conbustible gas detection;
a nultilevel battery nmanagenent system and sever al
ot her, you know, safety integrations as we work
t hrough design with the safety, you know, at the
forefront here.

W wll be working to devel op both the
hazard mtigation anal ysis and energency response
plan that we'll discuss here with the AHJs in this
specific area, and work to, you know, communicate
that as we work with Bl attner and our partner,

SunG ow, for who we're procuring the equi pnent wth,

to devel op that HVA and energency response plan.
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Again, HVA is the hazard mtigati on anal ysi s.

So we did -- an array of environnental
and cul tural resource assessnents have been
conpl eted. Upon that, there were no wetl ands,
protect species, suitable habitat, or cultural
resource i npacts antici pat ed.

We did do sone noise studies with the
equi pnment al ready, and no noi se i ssues or concerns
there with our equi pnent. W do have sone noi se
mtigation efforts inplenented with our vendor for
this site. W will, you know, follow the typica
preconstruction permts, such as those for the
stormnater control, as nentioned there, and wll be
appl i ed ahead of construction activities comenci ng
there on-site.

An environnent al assessnment was conpl et ed
as part of the site permt application. Topics
consi dered and evaluated in the EA include, but not
limted to, you can see kind of the whol e host of
itens there, with visual and aesthetic resources,
public health, safety, noise, air quality, and so
on.

Again -- and we say this at the end --
but there is a link, too, for the EA that you can

actually see on the docket site there and |li sted
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here in the link. Cbviously wth the application,
you can see and click on that in nuch nore detail if
you want .

Each topic is assessed to determne if
there are inpacts anticipated, and then if there are
i npacts, what mtigation efforts there are applied
and how -- avoidance or mnimzation we take to --
to mnimze those inpacts.

As nmentioned, we're | ooking upon site
permt and approval here through the processes, both
in the regulatory and the site permt application
here. Planning to start construction later this
year, nobilizing to site, again, wth Blattner as
our EPC partner. So they're our construction
partner here in this instance.

You know, sone of the very first
activities are setting up the | aydown yard, getting
the site graded and cl eared there for construction
to start, and starting to offload and recei ve sone
of the nmmj or conponents and equi pnment, such as our
mai n power transforners, potentially later this year
or early next year. Following that will be the
recei ving of the BESS encl osures and vari ous
equi pnment there, and then install of all that.

For operations and nmai ntenance, we do
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have, | believe, up to ten on-site staff workers
after this is in service at the -- the 4 in 2027
there. W'Ill have daily nmonitoring, as we said

before, of equi pnent and systens fromthe renote
di agnostics through the SCADA systens, follow ng the
routi ne mai nt enance and i nspecti ons provided from
our CEM again, which is SunGow here in the system
Fol | ow good housekeeping to maintain
access roads, vegetation, fences, gates, and
lighting. We'll, you know, conduct vari ous
i nspections, not only on our BESS equi pnent, but on
the transm ssion lines as well. And, of course, as
menti oned we wi Il devel op the energency response
plan. And if there are any changes or updates,
we'll continue that engagenent with the community
there and the AHJs for continuing to keep those
folks -- those key stakeholders up to date there
W th any changes and updates with those energency
response pl ans.
| think questions are at the end, so --

M5. SAARAH MAXON:  Yeah.

MR, JORDAN CLITTY: -- thank you.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Well, 1'Il take over
fromhere. M nane is Emly Johnson. | also work
for the Public Uilities Conmm ssion. | am an
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envi ronnental review nanager, and |'ve been assigned
tothis project. So I'll walk you through a little
bit toni ght about how you can have input on the

proj ect and guide the permtting process as we nake
the decision on the permt as the Conm ssion.

So when the Conm ssi on decides on a
permt, we consider all the human and environnent al
i npacts that a project nay have and ways to reduce
those inpacts or mtigate them Many of those
consi derations cone fromthe input we receive during
the public coment period. So it's really inportant
that you participate if you have any ideas on things
that could mtigate sonme of the inpacts that you
know of . Additionally, our staff are engaged
t hroughout the life of the project to nonitor
conpliance with the permt.

Next sli de.

So the permt process starts with a
sanple permt, and we actually have copies of the
sanple permt for a standard energy storage system
project out front here if you're interested as you
| eave.

So a sanple permt contains all the
permt conditions for these types of projects that

we see. So the process also includes a draft
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permt, and that's where we take the sanple permt
and we nake it specific to the project itself. So
we -- we are able to refine sone of those standard
permt conditions, and then al so propose sone
special permt conditions to address specific
concerns for that project.

So the draft permt identifies where and
how the permttee m ght construct and operate the
proj ect, including describing the project, and then
t he proposed permt conditions for that project.
Comments we receive help us devel op those conditions
and refine the standard conditions | tal ked about
bef or e.

And it's really inportant to note here
that a draft permt does not allow the Applicant to
construct the project. Instead, it's just a

starting point for the Conm ssion to consider as

they consider the permt. So here is just a visual.
W go fromthe sanple permt -- that, again, is the
sane for all these types of projects -- we devel op

it into a draft permt for that site specificity,
and then, ultimately, the Comm ssion wll deci de on
the final permt.

So by law, all applications nust include

an environnental assessnent. The Applicant gave
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kind of an overview of that. And that EA gives

i nformati on on human and envi ronnental i npacts and
ways to mitigate those inpacts, and it was i ncl uded
as Chapter 5 of their application.

So as you heard, they discussed sone of
those that we know of for this project, and as part
of this process, we are | ooking for any input on
additional inpacts, mtigation neasures, oOr unique
characteristics to the site that m ght be m ssing
fromthe EA. So we strongly encourage you to take a
look at it online, review it during this coment
peri od, and provide any input you have specific to
the local area. The EA and the application are al so
avai l abl e here tonight if you want to flip through
t hat .

So topics for comment, and this is kind
of what we're |ooking for to hel p gui de our process.
So are there any potential human and environnent al
I npacts, unique characteristics, or mtigation
measures for the proposed project that you think
requi re further analysis and devel opnent in an EA
addendunf? And that's sonething that our staff would
pr epar e.

And, then, are there any practical

met hods to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid the
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potential i1inpacts that the Conm ssion should incl ude
or consider as conditions in a draft site permt?

So exanples of this mtigation could
i ncl ude specific construction techniques to mnimze
i npacts, vegetative screening, or additional natural
resource surveys that you think m ght be necessary,
or anything else you can think of. And then we
woul d take these and address themfurther in an EA
addendum or a draft permt condition as we deem
necessary and practicabl e.

So how to coment: You can provide
verbal comrents at tonight's neeting. You can
conplete and submt a witten comment form W have
copi es of those outside. You can also coment
online at this link, and scroll down to "filing a

commrent” tab. You can e-nmail ne directly. W

e-mail is Emly.Johnsonl@tate. m.us, and ny card is
out front as well. You can also mail nme personally
physical nmail, and the comment period ends

January 26th at 4:30 p. m

So what happens next? Based on the
information in the record, including the comments we
recei ved during this comment period, the Conm ssion
will nake two prelimnary determ nations: |s an

envi ronnent al assessnent addendum necessary before a
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hearing is held? And what conditions should the
Commi ssion include in a draft permt? Wich will be
made avail able to the public for review and conmrent
at a public hearing later in the process.

Next slide. Thank you.

So this slide outlines the key m | estones
in the State's permt review process. The
Conmi ssi on accepted the application as conpl ete on
Decenber 19th, which officially started the process
for our review The rows highlighted in blue
represent the opportunities for public comment, and
the star represents where we are currently at in the
process. W are holding these public infornation
meeti ngs, and the coment period will remai n open
t hrough January 26t h.

I n February or March -- and based on
public input -- the Conm ssion will issue a draft
site permt and deci de whet her an EA addendumi s
needed. Public hearings wll then followin |late
W nter or spring, along with a second public conmment
period. Timng of the public hearings will depend
on whet her the Conmi ssion needs to prepare an
addendumto the EA. The Conm ssion nay preside over
the hearing, or request that an Adm nistrative Law

Judge oversees the hearings and prepares either a
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full report or a summary of comments.

The Conmmi ssion wll then consider the
entire record before nmaking a decision on the site
permt in either spring or sumer of 2026, and that
permt decision will be nade in an open public

meeting that you can attend in person or virtually.

Next sli de.
So we are going to now -- oh, sorry, |
have it different. So sone commenting etiquette,

we're going to nove into the comment portion of the
neeting. So we ask that we only have one speaker at
a tine cone up, and we'll ask that you please state
and spell your nane for the court reporter clearly,

pl ease.

And then we're going to ask you to Iimt
coments to a fewmnutes. | don't think we'll have
any trouble with timng tonight. There's not nany
peopl e here, but you can conme back once everyone has
had a chance to speak as well. And then, of course,
we just ask that you maintain respect for others.

We understand that there m ght be differences of
opi nion, but, ultimtely, we're here to hear
everyone's opinion. So hopefully we can just
respect each other in that way.

Ckay. So | think we will start with
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Nat han Runke, who has signed up al ready, and then we
can open it up for anyone el se.

MR, NATHAN RUNKE: Hi . I " m Nat han Runke,
that's NA-T-HAN RUNKE I|I'mwith the
I nternati onal Union of Operating Engi neers,

Local 49. |I'mjust here to make sure that in the
envi ronnent al assessnent that they nake sure to
cover the local job creation it has for construction
workers. | know the other sections of Sherco, the
construction that's gone on here have been extrenely
beneficial for nmenbers like ours. |'msure the

ot her trades would agree, and |I'mjust |ooking to
see that that be represented in the assessnent as
well for this one.

So thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Thank you.

Anyone el se who woul d |i ke to speak,
you're nore than wel cone to cone up.

Going once -- we wll be around to answer
questions afterwards, as well as the Applicant, so
pl ease feel free to do so.

Ckay. Seei ng none, sone inportant
rem nders are that public comments will be nade
avai l able to the public via our eDocket system

onl i ne. The Comm ssion does not edit or delete

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Sherco - 25-319 - Becker - 1-14-26

20

personal identifying informati on from subm ssi ons.
So if you go and enter your comment online, just be
aware of that when you're entering certain
information. And then, again, the witten comment
peri od cl oses on January 26t h.

And maybe we can put up ny contact agai n,
just one nore tine.

And, of course, both of our cards are
outside. So if you have any questions at all about
the process, feel free to contact us; and about the
project, you can definitely contact the Applicant.

Thank you all for comng. W appreciate
you taking the tine. | hope you have a great night
and get hone safe.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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