-mmnesota power 30 west superior street / duluth, minnesota 55802-2093 / fax: 218-723-3955 /www.allete.com

A N/A LLETE comepany
O

David R. Moeller
Senior Attorney
218-723-3963
dmoeller@allete.com

March 11, 2014
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Dr. Burl W. Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

Re:  Inthe Matter of Minnesota Power’s Application for a Gas Pipeline Routing Permit
for the Laskin Energy Center Natural Gas Pipeline Project
Docket No. E-015/GP-13-978

Dear Dr. Haar:

Minnesota Power has reviewed the Department of Commerce Energy Environment
Review and Analysis Staff’s (“Department”) February 28, 2014 Comments in the above-
referenced Docket and agrees with the Department’s recommendations. In addition,
Minnesota Power has reviewed the draft route pipeline route permit and, if issued by the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, Minnesota Power will fully comply with the permit
requirements.

Minnesota Power does request a modification to the pipeline route permit — that
before all references to the 10.75-inch pipeline diamter, or size that the phrase “up to” be
inserted to provide Minnesota Power flexibility in procuring the appropriately sized pipeline.
Minnesota Power has been in discussions with pipeline vendors and may be able to procure a
smaller, less expensive pipeline that will provide the same specifications described in the
November 13, 2013 Application and the draft pipeline route permit. Adding the phrase “up
to” allows Minnesota Power to consider these options without having to obtain a permit
amendment. Please contact me at the number above if you have any questions regarding
these comments.

Yours truly,

Loeor R Mottts

David R. Moeller

c: Larry Hartman — Minnesota Department of Commerce

AN/AI_I_ETE COMPANY
a

<



STATE OF MINNESOTA ) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE VIA
) ss ELECTRONIC FILING
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS )

Kristie Lindstrom of the City of Duluth, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, says
that on the 11" day of March, 2014, she served Minnesota Power’s Reply Comments in
Docket No. E015/GP-13-978 to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and the
Energy Resources Division of the Minnesota Department of Commerce via electronic
filing. The remaining parties on the attached service list were served as so indicated on
the list.

/s/ Kristie Lindstrom

Subscribed and sworn to before
me this 11" day of March, 2014.

/sl Mary K Johnson

Notary Public - Minnesota
My Commission Expires January 31, 2016

Affidavit of service.doc
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